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wealth deal with Manila

City's Shahbag crossing clogged with traffic as Eid shoppers

make a mad rush for the adjoining shopping areas.

— Star photo

40 bodies of massacred villagers found

PRISTINA,.Jan 16: The first
Kosovo shooting to wound an
international monitor drew
condemnation and concern
Irom Britain, France and the
United States after fresh fight-
ing erupted in the Serbian
province, reporis AP.

International officials
protested to Serbian authorities
after their forces rained ar-
tillery shells on three southern
Kosovo villages Friday, sending
residents fleeing and reportedly
Killing al least 15 ethnic Alba-
nian rebels,

But the unprecedented attack
on members of the Kosovo Veri-
fication Mission in another
corner of the province
prompted special concern, re-
viving questions about the un-
armed verifiers' safety,

A British monitor was shot
in the shoulder and Serb trans-
lator for the mission also was
shot and slightly wounded
when unidentified gunmen
fired on their three-vehicle
convoy Friday afternoon near
the western town of Decani.

Serb police said they were
accompanying the verifiers on
a Joint patrol at the time, and
blamed snipers firing from ter-
ritory held by the Kosovo Lib-
eration Army. The Organisa
tion for Securily and Coopera-
tion in Europe, which runs the
monitoring mission, didn't
make accusations but said the
attack was deliberate.

In Washington, US State De-
 partment spokesman James P
Rubin called the shooting "un-
acceplable,” and both Britain
and France also issued harsh
statements.

‘We strongly condemn this

Attack on monitors in
Kosovo condemned

attack on unarmed verifiers
and we continue to call on all
sides to exercise restraint and
refrain from violence," the
British Defense Ministry said.

The French Foreign Min-
istry called it "all the more un-
acceptable given that it in-
volved unarmed members of the
KVM whose only mission is to
ensure a peaceful settlement in
Kosovo. "

The two victims were taken
to a Pristina hospital for their
wournds, where the Serb trans-
lator was released. The Briton
was subsequently taken to
Skopje in neighbouring Mace-
donia for further treatment,

Between 1,000 and 2.000
people, mostly ethnic Albani-
ans, have been killed since Yu-
goslav President Slobodan
Milosevic launched an offen-
sive last-February to try to
crush separatist militants and

-reinforce government control
over the Albanian-majority -

province,

Milosevic agreed under the
threat of NA airstrikes last
October to withdraw some
forces, end the erackdown and
allow as many as 2,000 interna-
tional montters te verify he
kept his pledges.

About B0O0D are now. in
Kosovo, including 110 Britons.
working for the OSCE-led mis-

sion. While the October cease-
fire hasn't yet collapsed as
feared, the increasing clashes
between Serb forces and the
rebels have intensified the de-
bate over the unarmed verifiers’
role. :

An 1,800-strong NATO force
is stationed just over the border
in Macedonia to rescue them if

needed.

Meanwhile, the bodies of as
many as 40 men were found on
a hillside in southern Kosovo

on Saturday, many of them
mutilated. the day after Serb
forces launched a fierce assault
on ethnic Albanian villages.

Reporters and international
verifiers who were prevented
from reaching the besieged area
around the village of Racak the
Erew'{:-us day saw the massacred

odies on Saturday lying scat-
tered on a hillside and in
ravines.

Some had their eyes gouged
out or heads smashed in, and
one man lay decapitated in the
courtyard of his compound. The
body of another man had a bul-
let wound in the neck. Many of
the victims were older men.

[nternational monitors ini-
tially counted at least 28 hodies
lying heaped together near the
crest of a hill, and ethnic Alba-
nians told ol many others lying
nearby. The news agency
launched by Kosovo Liberation
Army rebels, Kosovo Press, re-
ported 46 dead. eight of them
KLA fighters.

The Organisation for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe,
which runs the Kosovo Verifica-
tion Mission, declined to dis-
cuss the massacre until the
mission chief, US diplomat
Williarn Walker, reached the
scene himself.

"What we're trying to get now
are the precise lacts. which is
why the ambassador is going
down there." said OSCE
spokesman Sandy Blyth. "We're
in the business of gathering the
precise facts of how many peo-
ple died and how they died.”
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Manmohan Singh, right, during a meetin
Working Committee convened to discuss th

[ o i

s

et

been the target of a hate campaign by Hindu organisations,

nversations with former finance
g in New Delhi Saturday of the Congress
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Ice storm leaves
8 dead, 5 lakh

without power
In US states

BOSTON, Jan 16: From
Michigan to Massachusetts,
from Virginia to Maine, ice and
snow on Friday left more than
200,000 Americans without
power and caused eight deaths,
reports Reuters,

A thick coating of ice shut
down airports and delayed
lrains along the east coast,
stranding thousands of trav-
ellers. It also forced school ¢lo-
sures and prompted the federal
government to offer its employ-
ees an ‘unscheduled leave day."

At its peak, the ice storm cut
‘off electricity to more than
500.000 residents in Washing-
ton, DC and its suburbs in Vir-
ginia and Maryland, and in
Baltimore, by Friday evening.

As the jce storm moved
" north, utilities reported scat-
tered outages involving more
than 130,000 cuslomers in
parts of Pensylvania, Mas-
sachusetts, Vermont, New
Hampshire and Maine.

Taiwanese official alleges

China hampering improved ties

TAIPE], Jan 16: A Taiwanese
negotiator on Saturday accused
China of hampering improved
relatiens by trying to impose
preconditions for the planned
visit to Taiwan by a top Chinese
negotiator, reports AP,

On Friday, the Association
for Relations Across the Tai-
watl Strait, the Chinese semi-
official negotiating body, in-
vited a middle ranking Tai-
wanese official to China to "ex-
change views and arrange for
pelitical and economic dia-
logue."”

Taiwan had hoped for a
meeting between middle rank-
ing officials simply to prepare
lor the visit by Wang Daohan,
the association's chairman, to
reciprocate the one his Tai-
wanese counterpart Koo Chen-
fu made to Beijing last October.

‘A visit to Taiwan by Mr
Wang would be significant in it-
selt," said Shi Hwei-yow, vice
chairman of Straits Exchange
Foundation, which handles ex-
changes with China.

‘Now (China) says Wang will
visit Taiwan only after some
arrangements are made for fu-

ture pelitical and economic dia-
logue. Are they not creating ob-
stacles to the visit? We should
go by the rules and not attach
conditions as one sees fit."

But Shi did not say whether
Taiwan would agree to send an
official to Beijing as China had
proposed,.

A round of visils would be
the first major exchange since
Koo made a watershed visit to
China last October. China sus-
pended dialopue belween the
two arganisations in 1995 in
anger over a campaign by Tai-
wan to assert itselfl interna-
tionally, and Koo's visit was the
highest level meeting between
the sides since then.

Wang pledged at that time to
visil Taiwan in 1999 while the
lwo aiso agreed to strengthen
dialogue in the future.

Taiwan wants talks to pick
up where they left off on practi-
cal subjects such as fishing
rights and repatriation of ille-
gal aliens., But China insists
that discussions include topics
related to reunion between the
sides.
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tion. There is no reason and no
logic for what is likely to hap-
pen to our politics after the Eid.
Like two wrestlers the twg sides
are flexing their muscl® and
doing their preparatory 'exer-
cises’ for the grand 'fight' after
the Eid. We would have had no

uarrel about their ‘fight' save
for the fact thal the 'venue' they
chose to fight in happeus to be
our factories, offices, markets
streets, hospitals, schools ete.
that drive our civic and eco-
nomic life,

The opposition parties have
demanded that the CEC resign.
And yet so far they are unable to
show A SINGLE REASON why
he should, and why WE THE
PEOFPLE should support such a
demand, The argument is made
that the CEC has lost the confi-
dence of the opposition. If so, it
is a2 major failure on the part of
the CEC, because his post is not
only constitutional but also
moral. However the tpposi-
tion's role is also constitutional
and moral. Theirs is not simply
to raise demands and call har-

tal to force it down the throat of

the people. They must give proof
and logic of their demand. Why
nas the CEC losl their confi-
dence? What has he done
wmng? If the oppdsition wants
THE PEOPLE to support its
cause then it must explain to us
why Mr. Abu Hena should go.
The question that automati-
cally follows, will CEC's resig-
nation solve the problem? As

il I lose it' continues then no
CEC in the world will be able to
Ergny the 'confidence' of both
sides tor long, for after all one
side will have to lose. The pre-
sent CEC was a consensus
choice. What happened to him
now, save the fact that BNP lost
the last by poll? What will hap-
pen if, .for argument sake, the
BNP should lose even under a
new CEC? Will we have to
change apain because BNP will
have lost confidence — again?

The ruling party's arrogant
and perfunctory dismissal of
the oppositien’'s demands has
A1ot helped matters either. Of
the four demands we definitely
think that the ruling party
could have seriously looked
into the issue of political pris-
oners and harassment ol politi-
cal workers at the district,
thana and union levels. We
have repeatedly written that
there is genuine ground to be-
lieye that pelice oppression of
the opposition has taken place
courit ide. Random 1ssuance
of warrants -and physical as-
sault and threat by ruling pArty
thugs has made a mockery of
political Ireedom al the village
level. Hundreds of court cases
on one side and refusal by
thana OCs to register cases that
implicate ruling party workers
have turned the law and order
system into a tarce. For all this
the ruling party is to be blamed.
As the party in power it is AL's
responsibility — and Al's alone
— {0 mazintain neutrality in the

pverndance process. [t should
rave taken the opposition's
demand more seriously instead
ol rejecting it outright.

The net result of all this is
that we face an uncertain polit-
ical [uture with serious conse-
quences upon our economic
prospects. Whal an Eid 'gift’
they are all planning for us. As
il we have not sulfered enough.
We are amongst the poorest in
the world with the most daunt-
ing development challenges
laced by people anywhere. We
have just suffered the most dev-
astating flood in our history.
All these facts seem to have had
no impact on our leaders. Oth-
erwise how can they return to
‘politics as usual' so soon after
such a tragedy?

While the political 'dance of
destruction’ js.all set to begin
after Eid, we continue to
breathe poison in our cities,
face criminals on our streets,
eat adulterated food in our
restaurants, drink arsenic
mixed water in our villages, pay
bribe for almost every work
that needs to be done, borrow
public money from the banks
and never return, and blame
others for our faults. Our recipe
for self-destruction is complete
and we are moving full speed
ahead in that direction.

Egyptian lawyer
sues Saddam

CAIRO, Jan 16: An Egyptian
lawyer is suing Iragi President
Saddam Hussein over the death
of 6,000 Egyptians and demand-
ing 50.000 US dollars in com-
pensation for each victim, re-
ports AFP,

MANILA, Jan 16: President
Joseph Estrada said Saturday
that the widow of dictator Fer-
dinand Marcos has allowed her
children to negotiate a deal
wilh his government to share
her husband's allegedly ill-got-
ten wealth, reports AP.

Speaking during his regular
radio programme, Estrada said
he spoke with Ferdinand
"Bongbong” Marcos Jr on Fri-
day "on a possible negotiation."

“There is already permission
to the Marcos children."
Estrada said. "This is a good
start.”

It was his second meeting
with Marcos' son this week. On
Thursday Estrada said he was
“on the verge” of completing in-
formal talks with Marcos' son.

An aide of Mrs Marcos said
she refuses to talk to reporters.
Her son, who is governor of
Marcos' northern home
provinice of [locos Norte, was
unavailable for comment.

Since Marcos was ousted in a
popular revolt in February
1986, succeeding administra-
tions have sought to recover bil-

lions of dollars he allegedly
amassed illegally during his 20-
year administration,

The amount includes dirs
D70 million in Marcos' Swiss
bank deposits which have been
transferred to an escrow ac-
count in a Philippine bank.

Numerous civil and criminal
charges have been filed against
Mrs Marcos and her children to
recover the wealth.

Estrada lamented that the
legal process to recover the
Marcos wealth has dragged on
for more than 12 years.

"This is overdue process.” he
said. "We might as well negoti-
ate so that our people can bene-
fit from whatever money goes to
the government."

_The younger Marcos report-
edly wants a 'global’ settlement
of all ill-gotten wealth charges
against the Marcos family.

"What would be ideal is that
we must finish it in one fell
swoop, not by piecemeal basis,"
he was quoted saying by The
Philippine Star newspaper.
"We'd rather be left alone than

govt

have the ill-gotten wealth cases
drag on for 20 years or more."
Estrada said negotiations
would start with a 75-25 shar-
ing of the Marcos wealth in
favour of the government. Such
sharing was contained in an
aborted 1993 agreement under
then President Fidel Ramos
that was kept secret until it was
exposed two years later.,

The Presidential Commis-
sion on Good Government, the
agency in charge of recmrering
the Marcos wealth, said it di
not implement the agreement
because the Marcoses did not
disclose all their assets.

There was a public outecry
when it was revealed that the
aborted agreement included a
dismissal of all charges against
the Marcoses and immunity
from future suits.

Estrada also said he will set
aside dlrs 150 million from the
Swiss deposits as indemnifica-
tion for 9,639 Filipinos who
won a class action suit for hu-
man rights abuses against Mar-
cos,

A little sacrifice can solve a
major problem and do common

| good. House owners of the city's

West Kazipara in Mirpur proved
it again, reports UNB.

They sacrificed their road-
side lands with a view to widen-
ing the existing 11 feet road to
16 feet demolishing the bound-
ary walls or even some parts of
the houses.

A seven-member implemen-
tation committee was formed
earlier in this regard with a so-
cial worker, Muhammad Ali, as
its head.

A member of the committee,
Alamgir Kabir, told UNB yes-
terday that some 29 house own-
ers gave up lands worth about
Tk 1.6 crore to widen the nearly
one kilometre stretch of the
road which connects East
Monipur with Rokeya Sarani.

He said other house owners,
whao did not lose land, volun-
teered with financial support to
demolish and reconstrucl the
walls and roadside establish-
ments, This will cost more than
Tk 400,000,

Earlier, it was almost im-
lmssibl-:: for two motorised ve-
licles to cross each other on the
narrow lane.

On completion of the recon-
struction work of the road,
which will include repair and
elevation of drainage, the prob-

| A rare example, indeed!

léems like lon
logging would be solved.

The City Corporation has
taken the responsibility to re-
construct the road,

Meanwhile, being inspired
by the example set by the house
owners of West Kazipara, the
house-owners of East Monipur
and adjoining areas have also
taken steps to widen roads in
their respective locality., They
sought cooperation from the
West Kazipara House Owners'
Associalion in this regard, said
Kabir,

According to the Dhaka City
Corporation, there are some
1,967.49 kilometres of roads —
436.36 km big, 1207.38 km
medium sized and 323.75 km
lanes and by-lanes — in the city.

City dwellers in many parts
of the capital suffer from simi-
lar problems of narrow roads,

-standing water

The lanes and by-lanes in
various parts of the citi{ are so
narrow that two vehicles can-
not move side by side that cre-
ate trallic congestion leading to
untold miseries of the people,

Il the house owners i differ-
erit areas of the crowded city
take similar united initiatives
as the West Kazipara residents,
the existing problems in their
localities could be solved easily,
said a city corporation official.

Hijack, illegal toll collection |

rampant in Noakhali
long as the awdtude LW _ wdia, dan 16. Hijack
tion is fair if I win it. an rigged | and extraction of illegal tolls

are rampant in and around the
district on the eve of the Eid, re-
poris UNB.

A group of armed young men
demanded Tk 30 thousand from
Goutam Majumdar near
Hazirhat, On refusal they took
away his motor-bike at 6 pm
today and threatened him to
kill if he reports the matter to
the police.

In Lakhsmipur, armed men
demanded money from Resident
Medical Olficer of Sadar
Hospital N I Chowdhury at 2 pm
today. On refusal the doctor was
beaten mercilessly.

The loeal branch of
Bangladesh Medical Associa-
tion strongly protested the in-
cident and threatened to go for
work stoppage for an indefinite

eriod ilplhﬂ culprits are not
rought to book.

Rahmatullah of wvillage
Shibpur under Noakhali Sadar
thana was kidnapped today by
armed ‘musclemen and de-
manded ransom from his fam-
ily tor his release. -~

In Char Bata. a group of
armed young men extracted il-
legal tolls at C Truck ghat at the
rate of Tk 10 from each of the
passengers at Lthe ghat. At one
stage at 12:30 pm today, a clash
ensued when some passengers
refused to pay the tolls.

At least nine people were in-
jured in the clash while one
passenger was reported miss-
Ing.

In Begumganj, Harunur
Rashid, a trader was robbed of
Tk 20,000 from Chowmuhuni
bazar today.

In Dagan Bhuiyan, a group of
young men in police uniform
comimitted dacoity in a house of
Laskar Union at the dead of
Friday night. The villagers
raised a hue and cry and caught
hold four of the dacoits and

handed them over to the police.
Angry villagers complained
that the local Awami League
president got Lhem released
[rom the police custody today.

Howrah station
may go under

the hammer

CALCUTTA, Jan 16: The
Howrah railway station, the
gateway to Calcutta for over a
million passengers every day.
might soon go under the ham-
mer, reports [ANS.

The seemingly implausible
event could materialise if the
Howrah Municipal Corporation
(HMC), under whose jurisdic-
tion the station falls, carries
oul the threat to auction the sta-
tion to realise property tax
worth over one billion rupees
(23 million dollars] from the
South-Eastern Railway (SER)
and Eastern Railway (ER), ac-
cording to press reports,

Built by the British colonial
rulers, the station is one of the
city's greal landmarks. The
HMC has claimed that SER and
ER. subsidiaries of the state-
owned Indian Railways, have
evaded property tax for 44 years
and action against the two
could be taken under the HMC
Act 1980, which allows the civie
authority to attach or auction
property of defaulters.

Apart from the Howrah sta-
tion, the two railways own
landed property in the southern
and northern parts of the
metropolis. These areas also
fall under the jurisdiction of
the HMC. The HMC claims to
have written several letters to
the railway authorities to pay
up, but apart from an assurance
to sit for negotiations, there has
beern no response from the de-
faulters, the reports said.
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Vajpayee
hosts iftar

NEW DELHI, Jan 16: Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
yesterday hosted an iftar which
was attended among others by
Vice-President Krishna Kant
and Congress President Sonia
Gandhi, reports PTI.

Among the special invitees
were the members of the Pak-
istani delegation who arrived
‘here Thursday night as a part of
dry run of the proposed bus ser-
vice between Lahore and Delhi.

Besides Sonia Gandhi. other
Opposition leaders present at
the iftar included Janata Dal
leader Ram Vilas Paswan.
Samajwadi Party leader Amar
Singh and Congress leader and
former finance minister Man-
mohan Singh.

Home Minister L K Advani,
Finance Minister Yashwant
Sinha, Steel Minister Navin
Patnaik and Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Sheila Dikshit also attended
the iftar party which was or-
ganised al the sprawling Hyder-
abad House,

Prime Minister wearing a
traditional Muslim cag freely
mingled with the invitees and
exchanged pleasantries,

Light plane
strays into
White House
airspace

WASHINGTON, Jan 16: Se-
curity agents fired a red warn-
ing flare from the White House
roof Friday at a tW#¥ngine
propeller plane that strayed too
close as President Clinton
headed home in a helicopter.
The plane turned and flew
away, reports AP.

The Secret Service said the
light plane, a Piper Navajo, had
been force by high winds and
weather conditions into the re-
stricted airspace around the
White House and was not con-
sidered a security threat.

The pilot was in touch with
the tower at Reagan National
Airport, where Lhe plane had
taken off, and the flare was
fired to help him get a sense of
oundaries of
the restricted airspace, said Se-
crel Service spokesman John
Tomlinsom.

The incident occurred about
10 minutes before Clinton's he-
licopter landed on the White
House lawn, returning him
from Andrews Air Force Base
after a brief trip to New York.

"Preliminary indications
are that it was benign. However
a full review of the incident is
under way,” said Tomlinson. He
said the firing of a flare is "cer-
tainly not routine." adding that
the review would determine
whether any action is taken
against the pilol.

"It's not unusual for planes
to be directed to skirt restricted
airspace. The winds in this case
played havoec with the pilot's
ability to stay outside of re-
stricted airspace." Tomlinson
said.

Once the flare was fired, the
pilot was able to get back into
the proper flight pattern and
flew away. The plane came from
the east after departing from
Reagan National and was on a
westward course over the Na-
tional mall.

There was a flurry of activitf’
on the ground as the smal

! plane neared the White House.

25 LTTE rebels
killed in clashes
with troops

COLOMBO, Jan 16: Sri
Lanka's defence ministry said
loday 25 Tamil Tigers were
killed in clashes and 12 troops
wounded in heavy fighting in
the region, reports AFP,

The ministry said in a
statement that 10 guerillas of
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) were killed and
12 soldiers wounded in a major
confrontation at the northern
town of Mankulam on Friday.

The defence ministry said
the attack took place when the
rebels fired mortar rounds at
the troops as they strengthened
positions near the town.*

In other incidents, troops
Killed 13 Tamil Tigers at the
northeastern town of Oddusud-
dan on Friday and recovered a
number of weapons.

Two more rebels were killed

F},r soldiers near Vannivilanku-
am,

Civilian killing
27 troops go on

trial in Indonesia

JAKARTA, Jan 186; The first
of 27 soldiers who allegedly tor-
tured four civilians to death
while in custody went on trial
in the troubled Indonesian
provirice of Aceh on Saturday,
reporis AP,

Troops raided a village there
on Jan 9 and rounded up dozens
ol residents suspected of sup-
porting Islamic separatists.

The civilians were later
locked up in a building in the
town of Lhokseumawe where
they were attacked by troops.

As well as the [our dead men,
40 other civilians were injured.
Twenty-seven remain ospi-
lalised.

.Military chiefs, who have
Prnmised to clean up the armed
orces poor human rights
record, have condemned the
killings and beatings and have
promised swift action against
those respansible.

'9 Mother-Child
Welfare Centres
to be set up'

GOPALGANJ, Jan 16: Health
and Family Welfare Minister
Salahuddin Yusuf today said
the government will esfablish
nine Mother-Child ‘Welfare
Centres (MCWC) in nine dis-
tricts at a cc=t of Taka 18 crore
in phases, reports BSS.

“The government is attach-
ing maximum importance to
the improvement of child
health to reduce the rate of
child mortality for making
them as worthy citizens,”' he
said while visiling Kotalipara
Health Complex in Gopalganj
district,

Anti-Taliban
forces to launch
offensives
after Eid

ISLAMABAD, Jan 16: Anti-
Taliban commanders in eastern
provinces of Afghanistan have
decided to coincide their
offensives against the Taliban
with advances from the north
after the Eid-ul-Fitr. reports
Xinhua.

The decision was made at a
suramit of the former Mu-
jahideen commanders, held
sumewhere in eastern Kunar
province last week, Afghan
sources based in Peshawar,
capital of Pakistan's North
West Frontier Province, said
Friday.

The meeting was attended by
as many as 40 commanders
from the three provinces in
eastern Afghanistan. Uncon-
firrned reports said former gov-
ernor of Nangrahar province of
Afghanistan Haji Abdul Qadeer
was also present.

The meeting decided to
launch offensives against the
Taliban militia in eastern
provinces simultaneously with
attacks by forces loyal to com-
miander Ahmad Shah Masud
from the north of the Afghan
capital of Kabul.

Masud is reportedly plan-
ning to go ahead with a major
offensive against the Taliban
troops soon after the forthcom-
ing Eid, -

It was further learnt that th
Kunar summilt decided to ar-
range . b>uUU troops each for Ku-
nar and Nangrahar and another
750 for Lagnman province.
Several former Mujahideen
commanders, including Haji
Qadeer are to lead the anti-
Taliban offensives in the
eastern provinces.
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