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The World

Japan, US to keep
sharp watch on

DPRK's further

missile test

TOKYO, Jan 14: US Defence
Secretary Williamm Cohen and
Japanese Foreign Minister
Masahiko Komura reaffirmed
their commitment Thursday to
continue joint efforts to watch
for any signs of further missile
tePsting by North Korea, reports
A

"We discussed the need for
Japan, South Korea and the
United States to deal coopera-
tively with the challenges posed
by North Korea," Cohen told re-
porters after meeting with Ko-
mura.

In a separate news confer-
ence, Komura said he had sug-

ested to Cohen that Japan,
outh Korea and the United
States "should send a strong
warning to North Korea if it
shows signs of firing another
missile.” a Foreign Ministry of-
ficial said. :

Cohen was scheduled to meet
with Prime Minister Keizo
Obuchi later Thursday before
flying to South Korea for meet-
ings with top officials there.

On Wednesday, Cohen met
with Japan's Defence Agency
director general, Hosei Norota,
and discussed a bilateral plan
to build an anti-missile defence
system to beel up security in
Japan. a spokesman for the
agency said.

Israel threatens
action against
unilateral
declaration of
Palestinian state

PARIS, Jan 14: Israeli For-
eign Minister Ariel Sharon told
French foreign policy makers
and experts Wednesday that Is-
rael would take action if the
Palestinians declared a state
unilaterally. reports AP.

In a speech at the prestigious
French Institute for Interna-
tional Relations (IFRI), Sharon
stressed that Israel "wishes to
avoid taking such actions.”

Sharon, who is in France

until Friday, made similar re-
marks in the Le Monde daily in
an interview that was published
Wednesday. the day his trip be-
gan.
_ Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat has nol said whether he
will declare a state May 4. the
target date set by the Oslo ac-
cords for completing a perma-
nent peace agreement between
Israel and the Palestinians.

But Sharon said in his
speech al IFRI any such action
would be a "flagrant violence of
the principles of the Oslo and
Wye accords” that.cpuld. lead

both 1o a collapse of k %;E:%%E

process . and
sures by Israel.

He told Le Mondé that au-
torioriiy will lead to a Pales-
tinlan state. an objective that
would be reached “negotiation
and only under certain condi-
tions.” he said.

Lankan police
unveils LTTE

plot to kill
minister

COLOMBO, Jan 14: Sri
Lanka's police say they have
uncovered a Tamil rebel plot to
assassinate the country's de-
ferice minister alter arresting a
would-be suicide bomber and
his acmmFIlccs, a top police of-
ficial said Thursday, reports
AP,

The assassination of Gen
Anuruddha Ratwatte was to
have been carried out in Kandy,
the haoly city that houses a tooth
ori Lankan Buddhists believe is
a relic of Buddha. Kandy is 90
kilometers (55 miles) east of
Colombo.

Kandy’'s police chiefl Sirisena
Herathh told The Associated
Press that the Special
Investigation Unit, which is en-
trusted exclusively to investi-
gate Tamil rebels, became sus-
picious when a teenager from
the predominantly Tamil city
of Vavuniya enrolled in a
Kandy school late last year.

Police kept a close watch on
Muhundam Logeswaran and
one day picked him up for ques-
lioning. 4

Logeswaran, under sustained
interrogation. confessed that he
was assigned to ram an explo-
sive-laden (ruck into a motor-
cade ol the defense minister.
Police also arrested a Tamil
Hindu priest who had allegedly
helped Logeswaran setile in
Kandy.

Kosovo rebels
free 8 captive
Y'slav soldiers

LIKOVAC, Jan 14: Kosovo
rebels {reed Eigl‘n Yugoslav sol-
diers Wednesday after getting
private incentives from inter-
national officials who were de-
termined to head off a return to
war in the troubled Serbian
province, reports AP.

The release, brokered by US
and European mediators, de-
fused a five-day showdown in
which Yugoslav forces massed
tanks and troops near the
northern Kosovo village where
the soldiers were being held,

The Kosovo Liberation Army
only agreed to the release after
government authorities
promised the mediators to free
KLA prisoners within 10 days,
the ethnic Albanian radio sta-
tion Koha Ditore reported, cit-
ing sources close to the negotia-
Lions,

William Walker, the US head
of international monitors in
Kosovo announced the release
after a final flurry of talks with

Kosovo Liberation Army lead-
ers at the rebel stronghold of
Likovac in the hills of ceniral

Kosovo.

Iraq rejects UN arms inspe

BAGHDAD, Jan 14: The UN
weapons inspection team will
never be allowed back into Irag
regardless of any changes that
might be made to its leadershi
or its mission, Iraq sai
Wednesday, reports AP.

Iraq repeatedly has called
the UN Special Commission a
cover for espionage and has ac-
cused it of working to prolong
UN economic sanctions against

Iragq.

ﬂ[’l'uE'.'E‘:-I:w.-:lr:laj Commission is
now something of the past,”
Vice President Taha Yassin
Ramadan said at a news confer-
ence.

"Any talk about its future —
whether it is to redecorate the
ugly side of the commission or
its work, or change its spies or
their positions — is a waste of
time," he said,

His comments came as
France put a proposal before the
UN Security Council in New
York calling for lifting an oil
embargo against Iraq but im-
posing a new monitoring sys-
tem that would focus on pre-
venting Baghdad from acquir-
ing new weapons of mass de-

slruction.

The current UN sanctions,
imposed after Iraq's 1990 inva-
sion of Kuwait, cannot be lifted
until the inspectors certify the
country is free of weapons of
mass destruction.

Ramadan did not reject the
French proposal outright. But
he said the French initiative
"does not match our point of
view."

However, Ramadan added
that "any resolution which is
not discussed or negotiated with
Iraq ... will be rejected and we
will not implement it."

Iragq has branded UN

. weapons inspectors spies. But it

has not criticized the arms
monitors, who are part of the
same commission and are re-
sponsible for checking that
equipment al Iraqi factories is
not diverted to make banned
weapons.
he weapons inspectors
have a more aggressive mission
that includes surprise searches
of government buildings and
military bases to check for evi-
dence of banned weapons.
The UN weapons teams were

withdrawn belore US and
British airstrikes against Irag
in mid-December,

The raids came after the
commission released a report
saying that Baghdad was blpck-
ing the work of the inspection
teams.

Also Wednesday, Iraq said
that Western aircraft violated
its northern airspace and fired
four missiles at civilian areas,
hitting a house. The statement
carried by the official Iraqi
News Agency did not say if there
were any casualties,

In Washington, Army Col
Richard Bridges said US planes
fired at anti-aircratt missile
hatteries.

Wednesday's incident in the

northern "no-fly" zone was the
seventh involving firing by US
jets since Ramadan announced
on Dec 26 that Iraq would shoot
al warplanes patrolling the ar-
eas.
On Wednesday, Ramadan
vowed that Iraq "will continue
confronting this violation with
all our means ... and at what-
ever cost.”

The United States and its al-

lies set up northern and south-
ern no-fly zones to protect anti-
government rebels after failed
uprisings.

Arab FMs begin talks

Another report from Cairo
adds: The foreign ministers of
five Arab countries began talks
Wednesday to try to forge a uni-
fied strategy on Iraq and its cri-
sis with the West, Arab diplo-
mats said.

Ministers from Oman, Saudi
Arabia, Syria, and Yemen met
wilth their Egyptian counter-
part, Amr Moussa, at secret lo-
cation in Cairo, said the diplo-

mats. who spoke on condition

of anonymity.

The meeting, the second in
less than two weeks, came as
lraq proposed a dialogue with
fellow Arabs on ways fo find a
sohution.

The session is apparently in-
tended to agree on a position to
be taken at a meeting of foreign
ministers from the 22 members
of the Arab League scheduled
Jan 24 in Cairo.

A similar meeting by Gulif
Arab ministers is scheduled for
Thursday in the Saudi Arabian

port city of Jiddah,

Iragi Foreign Minister Mo-
hammed Saeed al-Sahhaf ex-
pressed displeasure on Wednes-
day that the Arab blocs had not
included Irac}] in their mee :

“Those who are meetin
Cairo should realise that %is*
cussing anf Iraqi affair without
its approval and the presence of
its representative ... is to disre-
gard all norms that regulate
dea]in$s between countries,” al-
Sahhaf was quoted as saying by
the official Iraqi News Agency.

He added: "We call on those
to stop following the policy of
axes, blocs, conspiracies and
maneuvering which are carried
out in the dark alleys,"

Meanwhile, using a French
Erﬂpnsa] as a springboard, the

linton administration is
huddling with US allies to try to
find a way to get weapons in-
spectors back to Iraq.

But while the administra-
tion is seeking to keep the pres-
sure on Iraq on inspections, it
also is signaling a new US
willingness to ease restrictions
on Iraqi humanitarian pur-
chases,

ction for good

In a tepid reaction, the State
artment spokesman, James
P Rubin, said the French ap-

proach had some "positive ele-
ments." But he said Iraq should
not be liberated from the sanc-
tions until it rids itself of all
weapons of mass destruction.

"We have a number of ques-
tions and concerns” about the
French nPrn osal, Rubin said.
“The U States has alwa{i
been skeptical and perhaps oth-
€rs are not as skeptical as we
are" of Iraq's intentions.

Later, Vice President Al
Gore, in a speech in New York
City, said the United States "is
willing to look at ways to im-

rove the effectiveness of the
umanitarian programmes in
Iraq, including lifting current
ceilings on funds which can be
used to purchase food and
medicine.'

Gore, who was speaking to
the Israel Policy Forum, a US-
based lobbying group, did not
say when the administration
would make a decision or
whether it would monitor how
Irag would spend the money.

President Saddam Hussein, centre, addressin
Tuesday. Arab countries need to talk to
tions to its problems, a spokesman
following high-level meeting that S

e
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g a meeting of top Iraqi leaders in Baghdad on
Iraq if they are serious in attempting to find solu-
for President Saddam Hussein said. The statement came
addam Hussein chaired late Tuesday where he reviewed

with senior aides the latest political developments regarding Iragq.

Palestinian killed in Hebron:

A Paleslinian man was killed in shoot-out with Israelis south

~of the "divided city of Hebronz
~Bources said : ARR reports {romn

on Wednesday evening. Israeli
Hebrom — —aisss -

Another Palestinian and an lsraeli soldfer were also Seri-
eusly wounded. in the clash, which occurred niear the dsraeli set--
tlement of Otniel around 20-km south of Hebron, the sources
said. A second Israeli solider was slightly injured.
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US regrets Haitian political crisis: e
US government expressed regret on Wednesday over a widening
breach between the executive and legislative branches in Haiti
over sealing a new government, AP reports from Washington.

State Department spokesman James P, Rubin stopped short
of criticising Haitian President Rene Preval's decision to create

will be found.

7 hurt in Philippine

a gfuvernmeﬁt by decree. but he expressed hope that a resolution

grenade attack:

least seven people were seriously injured in a grenade attack on
a {il‘ﬂup of Christians in the largely Muslim province of Basilan.
police said Thursday, AP reports from Zamboanga.

Police said an unidentified man threw the grenade at mem-
bers of a family who were having a party with friends in the
town of Maluso late Wednesday. No one immediately claimed
responsibility for the grenade attack, the fourth this month in

the southern Philippines.

2 die as jet crashes in Canada: o

were Killed in a crash of a DC 3

people
plane Wednesday on a small

island north of Victoria in western Canada, transportation

safety officials said, AFP reports

from Victoria.

- They said that the aircraft. operated by the Purolator Pack-
age Delivery Company crashed into an empty home on the Is-
land of Mayne around 6:30 am (1430 GMT). The crash occurred
about 10 minutes after the DC 3 took off from Vancouver en

route for Victoria.

Bus accident claims 11 in Vietnam:
Eleven people died and 10 others were seriously injured after a
bus slammed into a parked vehicle in northern Vietnam, police
said yesterday. AFP reports from Hanoi.

A bus carrying about 50 passengers crashed into a coal

transport truck
Duong province a

arked on the highway
ut 50-km southeast of Hanoi, Eleven
were killed and the bus caught fire leaving 10 others with

late Tuesday in Hai
people
seri-

ous burns, Hai Doung traffic police told AFP.
Quake shakes Australian state: 4

magnitude four earthquake shook the Gippsland region of
Australia’'s Vicloria state Wednesday, causing alarm to

residents but no damage, AP repo

rts from Melbourne.

The earthquake occurred at 8.40 pm local time (0940 GMT)
and was epicentered about 120-km east of Melbourne, said Gary

versity.

SAN FRANCISCO. Jan 14:
Have you been LOL lately?

No? You must not be Internet
savvy. But beware: The exﬂres-
sion —-- which means "laughing
out loud" — could creep into
non-Net communication before
long, reports AP.

How the computer revolu-
lion is changing and evolving
language was among the topics
discussed at the recent annual
meeting of the Modern Language
Association.

One researcher looked at the
evolution of an early discussion
list on the Arpanet, the prede-
cessor of the Internet. The dis-
cussion list was much like the
Internet news groups of today,
with messages passed among
members by computer,

Susan C Herring of the Uni-
versity ol Texas. Arlington,
said she was surprised by many
of her findings. mainly that
computer correspondence did
not lead to reduce sentence
cnmglexily. poor grammar or
an abundance of typos.

“This should reassure par-
ents who think their children's
grammar will suffer because of
the Internet.” she said.

And, contrary to popular be-
liel. computer correspondence
cdid not appear to lead to a ho-
mogenous style among users.
Instead, writers tended to culti-

Gibson from the Seismology Research Centre at Latrobe Uni-

vate their own style. perhaps to
compensate for the impersonal
nature of computers.

Herring also found that
computer correspondence
tended to become less formal,
and in fact, less polite, than
other communication.

The study looked at the
archived messages of about 100
cnmguter science professionals
in the discussion group from
1975 to 1986.

The Internet provides an in-
teresting laboratory for exam-
ining language changes, Her-
rinE said, noting how computer
talk is crawling into general
use. Take Lhe "smiley.” the com-
bination colon and end paren-
thesis that indicate a happy
face in Net-speak,

"Smiley f[aces have been
around for a long time, where
they were right side up.” she
said. "The Internet turned them
sideways. Now | see more and
more people putting them in let-
ters and notes that way."

Other researchers looked at
the more subtle ways the World
Wide Web impacted language.,
Lisa Gerrard of the University
ol California at Los Angeles ex-
amined nearly 200 Web sites
created by women, with a pri-
mary audience of women.

Overall, the sites challenged
traditional stereotypes — or

— AP/UNB photo

TORKYO, Jan 14! Japanese
Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi
formed a new Cabinet on
Thursday to launch a coalition
government with a major op-
position group in a move de-
signed to strengthen his admin-
istration's hand in Parliament,
reports AP,

The announcement of the
new Cabinet line-up came just
hours after a last-minute
breakthrough was struck late
Wednesday which ended a dis-

ule over security issues that

1ad threatened to scuttle the
partnerahig between Obuchi's
ruling Liberal Democratic
Party and the opposition Lib-
eral Party.

Despite the deal, the Liberal
Democrats still lack a majority
in the Upper House. of Parlia-
ment. But by joining hands
with the Liberals, Obuchi hopes
to help smooth the passage of
key bills aimed at reviving
Japan's economy and upgrading
its defence alliance with the
United States.

"l formed the coalition gov-

ernment and reshuffled the
Cabinet because it is necessa
to share the responsibility wit
the Liberals ... to overcome the
Crisis we face today," Obuchi
said at a press conference.

The coalition partners are
both viewed as conservative
forces in Parliament. In fact.
many Liberal Party lawmakers
were once members of the Lib-
eral Democratic Party. The Lib-
eral Party is the sixth largest
Fart}r in the Upper House of Par-
iament, and the third largest
in the more powerful Lower
House.

Liberal Party Secretary Gen-
eral Takeshi Noda landed the
post of Home Affairs Minister,
Noda had served as a Cabinet
minister twice with the govern-
ing party before leaving it in the
early 1990s,

Two Cabinet posts — the Na-
tional Land Agency and Science
and Technology Agency — were
eliminated under the coalition
pacl and incorporated as part of
the Construction Ministry and

New coalition govt in Japan

the Science and Technology

Agency, respectively.

The number of ministers in
the new Cabinet was cut to 18
from Lhe previous 20, in line
with concessions that the rul-
Ing party made to the Liberal

Party on streamlining the gov-
ernment. |

The three outgoing ministers

have submitted their resigna-
tions to Obuchi.

The latest coalition comes a
year after the ruling party's
Previuus deal with two liberal-
eeminﬁ opposition groups was
officially disbanded.

Liberal Party leader Ichiro

Ozawa declined Obuchi's offer of

a Cabinet post, saying he
warnlted to devote his energies to
running his own party, Obuchi
said.

A political maverick, Ozawa
bolted from the ranks of the
LDP in 1993, vowing to offer a
real ::}J sition altermative and

0

to end lour decadesg of political
dominance by Liberal
Democrats.

Germany to
reprocess N-fuel
abroad

BONN. Jan 14: Germany's
two ruling parties agreed
Wednesday te the reprocessing
ol nuclear fuel abroad, 'at.c ]

ol the governj ‘?mﬂuﬂﬁlrs
phase out nh’%%ﬂr power . Lrar
ronment Minister Jidergen
Trittin said, reports AFP;

Trittin, of the Greens, junior
partner in the coalition to the
Social Democrats, sawd that
ministers and party leaders
also agreed that no more nu-
clear power plants would be
built.

Reprocessing, in France and
Britain, would end within 12
months, during which talks
would take place with Cogema
and British Nuclear Fuels re-
spectively.

Trittin said these negotia-
tions would not be simple but he
was convinced that Bonn would
not need to pay compensation
for ending the contracts.
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Chma must improve HR situation; US

WASHINGTON, Jan 14: In
the lirst US-China human
rights dialogue since 1995, the
Clinton administration eriti-
cised a "disturbing and counter-
productive” crackdown by
China on pro-demacracy

Harold Koh, an assistant
secretary of state who briefed
reporiers Wednesday on two
days of talks with a Chinese
delegation. said US officials
siated their firm conviction
that China must end repression
and improve its people's human
rights situation.

"We lorcefully raised our
concerns about the current hu-
man rights situation in China,
including the recent arrests,
irinls and sentencing of demo-
cratic activist for peaceful ex-
pression of their political be-
liels,” said Koh, newly installed
assistanl secretary for democ-
racy, human rights and labour.

Aac=:

Wang Guangya, China's as-
sistant secretary for human
rights, acknowledged that Chi-
na's human rights record isn't
perfect, but he said the US
record isn't either. "Every
country must {mprove its hu-
mamrights record *China-needs
to do so, and so does America."
he told reporters at the Chinese
Embassy.

Wang said the two sides ex-
changed views during the talks
and agreed to continue the dia-
logue. "Now both sides have a
better understanding of each
other,” he said.

At a reception Tuesday night
al the Chinese Embassy, Secre-
tary of State Madelein= Al-
bright offered a frank appraisal
of the situation in China.

She stressed the belief of the
United States that “"organised
and peaceful political expres-
sion is not a crime or a threat; it
is a right that is universally
recognised and fundamental to

the freedom and dignity of ev-
ery human being."

"Accnrdin[glj,r."
are profoundly distressed by the
unjustified prison sentences re-
cently imposed upon a number
of Chinese who tried Lo exercise
that right.” —is

Wang called Albright's re-
marks regrettable. He said the
differences between the two
countries on human rights are
"'natural, given the different
cultures, histories and eco-
nomic and political situations.”

Koh raised the possibility of
proposing a resolulion to cen-
sure China at this year's meet-
ing of the UN Human Rights
Commission in Geneva. The
administration decided against
such a move last year. drawing

owerful rebukes from both
ouses of Congress.

The main target of the Chi-
nese crackdown have been or-
ganisers of an attempt to create
a democratic political party.

Sensitive tech leakage to Iran

Russia threatens reprisals
for sanctions on 3 labs

MOSCOW. Jan 14: Russia hit
oul Wednesday at US sanctions
afainst institutes suspected of
leaking sensitive technology to
Iran and threatened reprisals,
warning the move would harm
already testy relations. reports
AFP.

A day alter the Clinton ad-
ministration penalised three
Russian science laboratories
for their ties to Tehran, Prime
Minister Yevgeny Primakov,
slammed the move as "counter-
productive for relations while
the Foreign Ministry threat-
ened countermeasures,

Officials in Moscow and
Tehran said there could be no
justification for the sanctions
are none of the three organisa-
tions could have leaked sensi-
tive material or know how.

Today's actions by the
United States can only compli-
cale Russo-American relations
Lhe Foreign Ministry said in an
allicial stalement.

They will of course not go
withoul a response. il said
adding olficials will take up the
issue with US Secretary of State
Medeleine Albright durin%( an
olficial visit to Moscow later

this month.
L

Moscow was critical of a se-
ries ol US foreign policy moves
last year, not least the decision
to bomb Iraq. but remains de-
pendent on US benevolence for
financial support in its hour of
crilical economic need.

Washinglon has insistently
tagped at Moscow over its ties

with Tehran,

Internet's impact on language!

tried to tweak them. Forexam-
ple, she noted, references (o
"chicks" and "bimbos" were used
In an empowering way. A
search of the Web shows such
women's sites as
www brazenhussy.com.,
www.chicklick.com
www.riolgrrl.com.

Kenneth Rivers of Lamar
University in Beaumont, Texas,
spoke on the use of French on
the Intermet — or the lack of it.

There wasn't a French
search engine on the World
Wide Web until February 1996,
Rivers said.

Bodo rebels kill
6 woodcutters
in Assam

GUWAHATI, Jan 14: Six
woodcutiers belonging to the
minority comimmunity have been
hacked to death by suspected
Bodo militants in lower As-
sam's Kokrajhard district, offi-
cial sources said here yesterday,
reports PTIL.

The extremists attacked
seven woodcutlers on Tuesday
in an interior forest area under
Tamarhat police station where
they had gone to collect fire-
woods.

and
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William, Harry face protests
for joining fox hunting

LONDON, Jan 14: Britain's
Royal Family faced angry
protests today from a promi-
nent animal rights gmuf_:l after
Princes Willlam and Harry,
second and third in line to the
throne, rode out fox hunting,
reports AFP, '

William, 16. and Harry, 14,
were take to the Beaufort Hunt,
not far {rom their father Prince
Charles' high-grove country es-
tate in western England, by
their former nanny Tiggy
League-Bourke, The Sun tabloid
reported.

The two boys, who were on
their last day of holidays before
beginning a new term at exclu-
sive Eton College, were driven
Lo a secret rendezvous to allow
themn to join the hunt after it got
under way, the newspaper said.

A spokeswoman for the
Royal Society for the Protection

of Animals (RSPCA) denounced
the royals for allowing the
yvoung princes to take part in
the hunt, in which horse-
mournted hunters, backed b

?ar:ks of hounds, chase and kill
OXe€s,

"The vast majority of people
in this country are opposed to
hunting and it's an outrage the
royals are taking part in such
barbaric activities,” Charlotte
Morrissey told The Sun.

"They should be setting a bet-
ter example and so should those
responsible for the princes."

"They have obviously been
led to believe hunting is fine.
But it's not foxes being ripped
apart. isn't sport — it's cruel and
inhumane,"” she added.

A spokesman for Prince
Charles, however, defended the
hunting expedition.

she said. "we

nton greets Sen Tom Harkin, D

it

&

-lowa, Sen Edward Kennedy, D-

Massachusetts, Sen James Jeffords, R-Vermont and Ken Apfel, commissioner of the Social
Security Administration, following an event in the East Room of the White House
Wednesday to unveil new initiatives to improve economic opportunities for Americans with

disabilities.

— AP/UNB photo

Koirala presents
- trust motion

in Parliament

KATMANDU, Jan 14: The
sixth government to lead Nepal
in the past four years presented
a conlidence motion in Parlia-
ment Thursday, hoping to stay
in power just long enough to
mlr:.ers.ee early elections, reports
AP.

“The main objective of this
government is to ernsure a free
and fair parliamentary election
that will elect a government to
take the country into the new
era,” Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala said as he pre-
sented the motion in the House
of Representatives, Nepal's
lower house of parliament,

“This government will not
make any major policy chan-
ges. It will only concentrate on
the election,” Koirala said.

Voting was to follow at least
three hours of debate.

Nepal's constitution require
Koirala to secure a simple ma-
jority of 103 votes in the 205-
seat lower house. Koirala
should be able {o garner 103,

Koirala's Nepali Congress
Party has 87 lawmakers.
Among the party's coalition
partners, the United Marxist-
Leninist Communist Party of
Nepal has 49 members and
Nepal Goodwill Party has three
lawmakers.

All three parties in the gov-
ernment have already an-
nounced that elections will be
held by April 13 when the
Nepalese calendar year ends.
General elections were origi-
nally scheduled for November
when the present parliament
completes its full f{ive-year
Lerm.

Four killed as
US army plane

crashes near
Dutch border

FRANKFURT, Jan 14: A US
military refuelling plane was
making its final landing ap-

roach when it crashed and
urst inte flames near the
Dutch border, killing all four
crew members, a NATO base
spokesman said, reports AP,

The KC-135 plane, assigned
temporarily to a NATO base
near the northwestern German
town of Geilenkirchen, was
landing after a refuelling run
when it crashed at 7:30 pm (1:30
pmi EST) Wednesday about
three-km from the base.

The spokesman, Leo Kuhn,
sald the airplane touched down,
then took off again immedi-
ately.

"“The plane touched the
ground and went airborne
afain,” Kuhn said in an inter-
view with KREM-TV of
Spokane, Washington. "After
that, it crashed.”

, .. It toak more than 100 Dutch
and German firefighters ahout
three hours to extiniguish the
burning plane, which can c:

up to 37,648 kilograms (83,00
pounds) of fuel.

Prayers held at
Makkah to mark
revelation of
holy Quran

DUBAI, Jan 14: More than
1.5 million Muslims prayed in
the Muslim holy citly of
Makkah in Saudi Arabia on
Wednesday night to mark the
day when [slam's holy book, the
Quran, was revealed to Prophet
Mohammad [SM]) in the year
610, réeports Reuter.

The oflicial Saudi Press
Agency (SPA) said the prayers
at the Grand Mosque were per-
formed in an orderly way and
without incident despite the
huge number of worshippers.

Saudi Arabia has increased
security, put hospitals in alert
and deployed extra workers to
look after the worshippers who
usually travel from all over the
world to spend time at the cra-
dle of Islam during the Muslim
fasting month of Ramadan.

Saudi newspapers had said
they expected up to two million
Muslims to crowd Makkah in
the last week of Ramadan.

SPA said the authorities
provided all services to the wor-
shippers, including water and
free transport from the scores
of car parks to the Grand
Mosque, where the worship]}ers
circled shoulder to shoulder

. Mhhecube-Sahjped Kaaba —

which Muslims everywhere
turn to when they pray.

Clinton opens
- $2b project for
handicapped

WASHINGTON, Jan 14: US
President Bill Clinton on
Wednesday unveiled a two bil-
lion dollar programme to assist
handicapped people in finding
and keeping jobs. reports AFP.

The iive-year-plan would
provide the disabled to buy in to
medicaid, health insuranee and
extend that coverage for the
first time to handicapped peo-
ple returning to work, the White
House said.

In addition it provides_ a
1,000 dollar tax credit for work-
related expenses and doubles
government credits to research
and development investment
and technology transfer for in-
novations designed to help the
disabled.

Those areas including text-
to-speech devices for people
who are blind. Automatic cap-
tioning devices for people who
are deaf and speech recognition
and eye tracking devices for

eople who cannot use a key-
. the White House said.

More than 15 million
Americans are disabled or suf-
fer from severe maladies that
handicap them and 75 per cent
ol them are without work, ac-
cording to government statis-
tics.

Many of them would be able
to work, but have given up jobs
in order not to lose their enti-
tlements or disability pensions.
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