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Defence: India's Troubled Equations

Even as the Defence Ministry states that it has initiated much-needed reforms in the defence sector, differences
between the civilian authorities and the men in uniform persist. John Cherian in New Delhi writes

HE image -of India's
armed forces has taken
a beating because of
unseemly happenings over the
past yvear. The unprecedented
developments in the Indian Air

Force (IAF) after the Pay
Commission awards were
announced were followed by
wranglings over senior postings
in the Indian Army and Navy.
However, on the positive side,
the armed forces carried out one
of their biggest military
exercises in the western desert
in November and December.

When George Fernandes
took over as Defence Minister,
there were expectations that he
would initiate major reforms
in the armed forces. However,
after initially giving the im-
pression that he would be a
"hands-on" Defence Minister,
he became the pointman in the
Bharatiya Janata Party-led
Government's efforts to survive
in office. The punishing sched-
yle he has been following, most
of it devoted to political fire-
fighting, obviously has not left
him with much time to run the
Ministry of Defence (MoD). (The
complaint against his immedi-
ate predecessor, Mulayam
Singh Yadav, was that he was
more preoccupied with Uttar
Pradesh and national politics
than with the running of the
Ministry.)

. However, according to a
statement released in the third
week of December, the Defence
Ministry has initiated the
much-needed reforins in the de-
fence sector. The statement said
that Pokhran-II "marked a new
chapter, taking India into the
select group of nuclear weapon
states”, while the creation of
the National Security Council
(NSC) was indicative of the
"priority” attached by the
Government to "issues of na-
tional security".

One of the first acts of the
Defence Minister after taking
over office was to revive the
Defence Minister's Committee
after a gap of more than 20
years, the statement said,
Chaired by the Minister, the
Committee, consisting of the
three service chiefs, meets once
a month. According to the
Defence Ministry, this has
paved the way for quick deci-
sion-making and enabled the
service chiefs to take part in
the decision-making process
more effectively. It went on to
say Lhat after Fernandes took
over, the weekly meetings be-
tween the service chiefs and
senior officials in the
Government have been regu-
larised. These meetings are

meant to take a broad overview
of national security.
Addressing the combined
conference of armed force
commanders on October 26,
Fernandes said that the nature
of modern weapon systems was
‘increasingly transcending

single service boundaries" and

that "mcreasinglﬁ. the ﬂght&:’ﬁ
capabilities of the future

use the assets of the three ser-
vices under integrated direction
and command". Besides, he said
that the "leading powers” had
already introduced these
changes. He said that although
there was an urgent need for a
national defence review, it
would not be completed in a
hurry and that it would be "a
long-tern  effort”. He wanted
the armed forces to set up a
rapid reaction force that would
be "able to reach any corner if a
threat arises"."He said that such
a force would have to be a "tri-
service” one,

Defence analyst K
Subrahmanyam is of the opin-
ion that there is an urgent need
to introduce the reforms. He
said that in other countries re-
forms were introduced every
five years. According to him,
powers should be devolved to
theatre commanders. If this is
done, the decision-making pro-
cess will be an integrated one
rather than the current single-
point process emanating from
the chiefs. If operational re-
sponsibilities were devolved,
the service chiefs would be able
to spend more time on long-
term defence planning, said
Subrahmanyam. (All these
recommendations were made
by the Arun Singh Committee,
whose report was released 13
years ago.)

MEANWHILE, George
Fernandes' penchant for plaﬁ-
ing to the gallery came to t
fore when he ordered two mid-
dle-level bureaucrats to be
transferred to the Siachen re-
gion for a mug}tt;: of months as
punishment. The punishment
was ostensibly for a delay they
caused in clearing files relating
to the purchase of urgently
needed snowmobiles for the
Siachen region. This decision,
which came soon after he as-
sumed office, was praised by the
men in uniform. However, the
honeymoon between them and
the Ministry did niot last long as
Air Force chief S K Sareen got
dragged into unseemly contro-
versies. There were reports that
the Home Ministry was keeping
a tab on him. ﬁegatinns, in-
cluding receiving kickbacks in
the 5u-30 deal with Russia, were
bandied about. The three ser-

(GOC-in-C) of the

vice chiefs even met the Prime
Minister together to protest
against the surveillance re-
portedly instituted by the
Intelligence Bureau on the Air
Force chief.

Shortly afterwards came the

spectacle of a large number of

senior officers going to court on
being allegedly overlooked for
key' appointments. In
December, the Delhi High Court
upheld the contention of Lt.
Gen. Raj Kadyan, who said that
injustice had been done to him
by superseding him in the se-

lection for the post of General -

Officer Commanding-in-Chief
Eastern
Command. The court rejected

the Government's view that the

present incumbent, Lt. Gen. HR
S Kalkat, was appointed on
merit. The state has appealed
against this ruling to the
Supreme Court.

Another high-profile case
the judiciary is handling is that
of Air Marshal P K Ghosh. A
Division Bench has ruled that
officlals of the Ministry of
Defence (MoD) had misled the
Appointments Committee of
the Cabinet (ACC) and promoted
Air Vice-Marshal S. Raghavan
after falsely claiming that the
court had ordered the appoint-
ment. Raghavan's appointment
was regularised by the ACC on
May 30. The March 23 court rul-
ing in favour of Ghosh was not
intimated to the ACC. Defence
Secretary Ajit Kumar has been
served with a notice of criminal
contempt in this regard.

Sareen, who retired recently
as Alr Force chief, and the MoD
were at loggerheads over the as-
sessment of Air Marshal S.
Krishnaswamy. Sareen is al-
leged to have made some ad-
verse remarks in the confiden-
tial report, which were removed
by the MoD. Krishnaswamy is

ected to be a front-runner
for the top job in the IAF in a
few years' time.

owever, it is the imbroglio
invnhdn% the Navy chief that
has grabbed the nation's atten-
tion. The issue is threatening to
snowball into a major contro-
versy with serious implications
for both the civilian and de-
fence establishments. Navy
chief Vishnu Bhagwat refused fo
accept the ACC's decision to
designate Vice-Admiral
Harinder Singh, Fortress
Commander, the Andamans, as
Deputy Chief of Naval Staff
(Operations). The ACC had
nominated Harinder Singh for
the key post despite being fully
aware that the officer had, in a
‘redressal of grievance" petition

. in March 1998, made highly

Pcrsunalised and potentially
ibellous charges against the

Navy chief. One of the charges

was that the Navy chief's wife,
Nilnlier Bhagwat, was "a half
Muslim, card-carrying member
of the Communist Fgrty'ﬂ The
MoD had even issued a show-
cause notice to Harinder Singh,
but it was withdrawn after he
tendered an apology to the
Ministry. (Harinder Singh,

however, did not apologise to

his Navy chief.)

An angry Bhagwat filed a
contempt petition against
Harinder Singh and charged
Defence Secretary Ajit Kumar

~with collusion. The Calcutta

High Court rejected the petition,
and the MoD went ahead and

. forwarded to the ACC Harinder

Singh's name for the post of
Depuly Chief of Naval Staff
(Operations), This was done de-
spite the fact that Harinder
Singh's name was rejected by
all the Flag Officer
Commanding-in-Chiefs and the
Vice-Chief of the Naval Staff.
However, officials in the
Defence Ministry claim that the
ACC had been informed about
the complexity of the case,
After the ACC approved

' Harinder Singh's appointment,

naval headquarters refused to
implement the MoD's order
claiming that it was violative of
the Navy Act of 1957 which
states that all appointments
above the rank of Captain
"shall be made by the
Government on the recommen-
dations of the Chief of the
Naval Staff’. This has been in-
terpreted as a direct challenge
to the civilian authority.
Senior civil servants say that if
the Navy is allowed to get away
with this, the Army and the
IAF too will begin to flex their
muscles since the Army Act and
Air Force Act also have similar
provisions.

A senior officer now serving
in the Navy said that the cur-
rent imbroglio in the Navy
could not be classified strictly
as "black or white". Accordin
to him, some fundamenta
questions have heen raised.
which, if unresolved, could
shake the edifice of the coun-
try's democratic foundation.

Another civil servant, who
is alleged to have fallen victim
to the present Government's ac-
tions and wishes to remain
anonymous, said that the re-
cent happenings would dent the
BJP-led Government's lmaﬁg
further. He thinks that the
Prime Minister could have
solved the problem in the ini-

tial stages by meeting the Na
chief?ﬁ hear his sigde of tﬁ
story. He gave the example of
Gen. Thimayir]a who, despite be-
ing upset with the appointment
of Gen. B M Kaul as Chief of the
General Staff, did not seek re-
dress or air his grievances
through the media. "Washing
dirty linen in public is not do-
ing ang good to anybody,” said
the ofticer, He is of the opinion
that civilian control should be
paramount since the political
authority has the mandate of
the people.

Another civil servant said
that in the last four years, the
armed forces had "pretended to
have a monopoly on wisdom"
and alleged that their leader-
ship misused "uniform visibil-
ity”. "A war cannot be left to the
Eenerals alone,” he said. "War

y other means is also very im-
portant. Diplomacy, economics
and politics are equally impor-
tant.” According to him, the
BJP is also responsible for the
current problems plaguing the
armed forces. While it was in
the prpnsitiun, it courted the
armed forces. However, now it
is unable to control them. In
fact, he said. a few departments
of the armed forces had already
ceased to be under civilian con-
trol. He alleged that the Army
had set up a "psy-war" group
which was more interested in
Empagattng the views of the top

rass than that of the civilian
masters.

THE consensus is that the

Defence Ministry needs to be

radically overhauled and a
modus vivendi should be struck
between the MoD and the armed
forces in the interests of par-
liamentary democracy.
Another view that is being ar-
ticulated in civilian and mili-
tary circles is that the only so-
lution to the current impasse is

the resignation of the three ma-
jor actors in the unseemly
drama - the Defence Minister,
the Defence Secretary and the
Navy chief.

While addressing the Rajya
Sabha in the third week of
December, George Fernandes
admitted that there was "some
discontent” over postings and
promotions in the Navy and
said that four statutory com-
plaints relating to the promo-
tion of officers were pending
with the Ministry. He added
that 34 cases relating to post-
ings and promotions were also
pending in various courts.
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Trade in the Time of Bloc-building

Following the European Union (EU)
(Nafta), Asean Free Trade Area
Asia under the SAARC regime

HE landmark bilateral

I agreement of 29 December
1998 between the two
important members of SAARC
(India and Sri Lanka) to form a
free trade area from March this
year has paved the way further
for the region becoming a free
trade area. This is a result of the
Indian Prime Minister's call in
the last SAARC summit to
members of the South Asian re-
gion “to grow rich together”.
This agreement adds to the list
of India's already having bilat-
eral free {rade agreements with
Nepal and Bhutan. Now that Sri
Lanka also joined in a new
partnership, the commentators
in’ New Delhi believe that logi-
cally India will "proceed to en-
gage Bangladesh in efforts to-
wards a similar pact." It is also
believed that in this respect Sri
Lankan President, the initiator
of the idea, "may also have con-
structive role in promoting it"

to Bangladesh,
[t is highl_}r likely that
Bangladesh wil agree tg the

idea since it has been one of the
strong supporters and initia-
tors of SAARC who wants a

meaningful cooperation within
SAARC nations, particularly,
with India (Bangladesh has
continuing deterioration of
trade deficit with this country).
That, in turn, would make Pak-
istan to think seriously to join
the agreement to form a full re-
gional trading bloc. If Islam-
abad and Delhi fail to take steps
towards this direction, Pak-
Istan would run the risk of be-
ing isolated in the SAARC
community.

However, if the recent estab- °

lishment of direct bus network
between Delhi and Lahore gives
any indication of future rela-
tion between these two coun-
tries, it seems, will come close
further and further in the near
future, The experience from
other regions suggests that
while trading bloc brings nu-
merous benelits for a member
nation but it also inflicts pain.

South Asian Free Trade

Area (SAFTA)
According to World Bank
(WB) four conditions bring suc-

cess in integrating a region par- -

ticularly to ome a free trade

area (FTA) among a group of
nations: "First, the pre-FTA

tariff should be high. Second,
members of the FTA should be
important trading partners be-
fore entering into arrange-
ments, Third, there should be
complementarity in demand.
Fourth, the differences in eco-
nomic structure should be based
on the 'true’' competitiveness of
the countries involved." The
first condition satisfies by all
South Asian nations and cur-
rently a preferential trade ar-
rangement is (SAPTA) in place.
In the case of second condition
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka sat-
isfy this condition well since
both these nations trade in huge

quantity with India, particu- .

larly imports. Pakistan, on the
other hand, trades with low
volume with India for political
reasons. Nepal, Bhutan and the
Maldives are out of the scope of
this article due to lack of space.
However, it is also true that
these nations frade with India
in huge quantity be importing
goods and services from that
country. The conditions three
and four which include com-

plementarily and competitive-
ness issues respectively hardly
satisfy for the region.

Under these circumstances,
it is unlikely to maximize gain
initially out of Safta, however,
it is not to say that there is a
case to abandon it. Since top
two conditions are met by the
majority nations of the region,
the existing situation is 1 ely

Lo improve remarkably under a |

free trade regime among these
nations.

Regional Trade within

SA's Large Countries

The region's trade is domi-
nated by India, as expected. The
volume of trade has been con-
i{hnuuusly rising over time since

€se countries have 'opened' u
after almost 40 years of *::IDB:J?
door policy. However, this

wth was more dramatic as

tween Bangladesh and India

than between any other pair of
nations. This expansion was
taking place since 1991 towards
liberalisatibn. The second
highest g‘owth was betweén In-
dia and Sri Lanka,

The figures in the tables sug-
gest that India with existin
trade policies is in the most ad-
vantageous position in the re-
dion. It had trade surpluses with

Regional Trade Matrix (Exports Plus Imports)
in USS Million

India

Pakistan

1990-1996

1990-1996

312 924

141 145
88 245

Source: Hossain, M et.al (1989) South Asian
ortunities and Challenges. Ro

Transtormation. O

Regional Trade Balance South Asia (USS
million
Pakistan

India

1990- 1996
282 8B40

e Sy Er—

1990-1996
65 73
2 -147

all the three nations (except in
1990 there was a deficit of $2
million with Pakistan). For
India, the trade surplus was
huge against Bangladesh, more
than $800 million — an amount
equivalent to almost half of the
country's overseas aid in that
year. The second highest sur-

lus for India was with Sri

nka and was more than $400
million and has been growing,
Pakistan has small trade sur-
pluses with both Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka and Bangladesh
has smaller surplus against Sri
Lanka.

What Benefit for
Bangladesh?

The experiences show that
there are both benefits and
costs in joining a trading bloc
for a nation. The costs and ben-
efits of an FTA can be of eco-
nomic, social and political ori-
gin. Here, I am looking at some
of the economic costs and bene-
fits. It is, however, must be em-

phasised that there are some
quantitative models available
to measure the economic costs.
and benefits of FTA in the re-
gion.

Let us first list the major
benefits: 1) Bangladesh's con-
sumers will benefit from reduc-
tion of prices of goods and ser-
vices, in turn, contributing to
their improvement in the real
purchasing power. This will be
atlained by way of gaining
competitiveness in the market
place in two forms : one, the
costs of production domesti-
cally will come down due to re-
duction in prices of raw materi-
als and major inputs having at-
tracting no import taxes; two,
the removal of all external bar-
riers will encourage the fellow
members of Safta to create
markets in Bangladesh with
bringing quality goods and ser-
vices at a relatively low price
than before due to removal of
entry barriers. For example,
Indian or Pakistani uality
cars, which are equivalent to
Jafanese brands, will be avail-
able from almost half of the
present prices. This is corrobo-
rated by the late Mahbub-ul-
Haq., an eminent Pakistani
economnist in the foll way:
"Pakistani consumers pay
prices for some imported goods,
which are up by 170 per cent
compared to imports from other
cnmpeuuveli priced sources”.
One can take Pakistan's tea
market as a prime example.
"Pakistan's imports of tea have
grown from 51 million kg in
1975 to 125 million kg to ay".
Out of this, 60 per cent comes
from Kenya. One estimate sug-

ests that Pakistani consumers

ave paid more than $100 mil-
lion in tea consumption be-
tween 1992 and 1994 which
could have been avoided if Pak-
istan was to import tea from ei-
ther Bangladesh, Sir Lanka or
India, three major tea growin
nations on e . This type u%
consumer's loss can bé pre-

vented under Safta.
2) Bangladesh will be in a
Eusitiun to create further mar-
ets in the region and there will

be a huge opportunity to create

employment, in turn, an im-
provement in the real per capita
income. With Safta in place,
there will be huge demand for
Bangladesh's fertiliser in India
and Pakistan since Bangladesh
has the raw material (natural
gas) and is competitive in the
region to produce fertiliser. One
may argue that, at this moment
Bangladesh is not even self-suf-
ficient in fertiliser how on
earth it will become an ex-
porter? The answer is, with
Safta in tplar:e. the country will
attract foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) in the competitive
areas such as fertilizer. This
will, in turn, facilitate to estab-

lish further manufacturing
plants and create more em-
ployment. One can also provide
an example of Bangladesh's tea
export to Pakistan.

'3) The domestic firms will
benefit from re-positioning
themselves in the competitive
markets the Safta will bring
and will have the opportunity
to become regional firms. Every
firm has the potential to be-
come part of this huge market if
they become competitive, Take
an example of a cosmetic firm
of Bangladesh origin. With in-
come increasing in the Tegion
the demand for such a product
is going to go up. If this particu-
lar firm is competitive enough
and produces a quality item
there is no reason why it will
not be able to capture a market
of almost a quarter of a billion
customers regionally than cur-
rently a quarter of a million,
domestically.

4) Safta will increase busi-
ness not only for commodity
markets but also for financial
and services sectors. Addition-
ally, a huge diversification will
take place in the region particu-
larly in the area of infrastruc-
ture development such as
telecommunications, aviation,
tourism, transportation and
seaport. These have the poten-
tial to bring huge revenue for

Bangladesh due to its 5:-. ph-
ical position. Bangladesh has
three borders with India and is

very close to Nepalese territo
in the south-east. Giving full
transit facilities and seaport
facilities to these nations under
Safta, Bangladesh will be in a
1l:_miti«:m to. earn huge income
or a long time to come.

Policy Issues

The name of the game under
Safta will be 'competitiveness'.
To become competitive in ‘a
world of tough trade regimes
will not be an easy task. How-
ever, Bangladesh has an initial
lus point in this regard. Its
ﬁuge workforce is accustomed
to work with minimum incen-
tives. The prime example is our
readymade garment (RMG) sec-

model, the world has seen the formation of North American Free Trade Area
(Afta) and also formation of various regional groupings, the seven countries of South
have also an ambitious plan to bring the regi

"South Asian Free Trade Area (Safta) by 2003. Dr Moa

on under the fold of a trading bloc called
zzem Hossain writes

tor. It is evident that, when our
business has been taking major
responsibilities and initiatives
toc this sector forward suc-
cessfully, the governments also,
over the years, have been play-
ing effective roles in bringing
the industry to a competitive
edge. To make the economy
ready for a greater challenge
under Safta, the politicians
bdth in government and opposi-
tion have major role to play to
equip private businesses to
launch a competitive drive in
the areas where we have com-
parative advantage in the re-
gion.

To gain competitiveness, in
the first place, one must go for
competing in cost of production
terms. For this, in the first step,

overnment takes the responsi-

ility to make its policies on
liberalisation work effectively
and efficiently. In the next step,
government support is needed
to make the businesses acquire
fundamental skills such as
managerial and technological.
Below is a list of such a support
mechanism : human resource
development; infrastructure
development such as telecom-
munications including infor-
mation technology, transporta-
tion, power, seaport and so on;
keeping a fairly industrial and
political action free environ-
ment and a committed and effi-
cient bureaucracy.

As far as the second step is
concerned, Bangladesh is pro-
gressing well in all respects ex-
cept the last two : keeping polit-
ical action free environment

and efficient bureaucracy. As |

far as the bureaucracy is con-
cerned all the nations in the re-

gi)nn are almost in the same
at : having a centralised and
partisan bureaucracy. This was
due to the lack of a bureaucratic
reform in all the nations during
the last 50 years. Bangladesh
could gositmn itself ahead of
others by taking steps towards
reforming bureaucracy follow-
ing a decentralised option.

It is needless to say that
Bangladesh ranks last in the
re%?lun with regard to keeping a
political action free environ-
ment in the economy. Out of its
seven and a half years of demo-
cratic regimes it had lost al-
most two and a half years to
general strikes and other polit-
ical actions. The time has come
the politicians must come into
terms with this problem. Under
a democracy, while the opposi-
tions’ right to go for general
strike cannot be forbidden, gov-
ernment’'s right to impose
emergency rule cannot be op-
posed, either. However, gener-
ally, these two steps are taken
in extreme circumstances by
the opposition and government,
respectively.

The author is a Senior Lec-
turer in Economics, Facu!tglfuﬂdr
Asian and International Stud-
ies.l Griffith University, Aus-
tralia,

To begin with,
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Train services between

side of the track,
would be held on January

work.

way to achieve this end.
The SAARC meetin
Bongaon-Petrapol area.

According
clearing the

Hasina on January

A sum of Rs. 50 million (51,
old line, most of which has been

come up several times, but had been

won independence from Pakistan an
rail link had
another.

During this period, organised

According to North 24-Parganas additional district m
15 among the peo

The issue of restoration of the track was taken up seri
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) summit in
and his Bangladeshi counterpart Sheikh
communications between the two countri

was followed by
€ Rs. 50 million budget
delegation. The stolen railway equipment alone was worth Rs.
to district authorities, the biggest challenge
encroachers. About 200
before work could start on restoring the route.
Once the line is restored, pressure on
Bangladesh will be reduced and more goods could be transported.
Meanwhile, the Calcutta-Dhaka bus service,

27, has been
According to Bangladeshi Hig
modalities would take some more time and the service was
A mission source, who did not wish to be identified. told I
remained was regarding a Bangl

On the Track Again

Krittivas Mukherjee writes from Calcutta on Indo-Bangla
train link which is likely from June

India and Bangladesh are set to move closer with the restoration of a five-kilometre rail track
that has been l}dn% unused for nearly five decades,

reight trains will cover the distance betweefs

Bangladesh from June with passenger trains following thereafter, Indian Railway sources told

19 million) has already been sanctioned for the restoration of the
uprooted and stolen.
the two countries were abandoned in
deterioration of relations between India and the then East Pakistan which eventually fought an

d became Bangladesh in 1971, Talks on the resumption of the
subsequently abandoned for one reason or

Hasina Wajed

the visit

Bongaon in India and Petrapol in

gangs stole not only the trﬁcks but even the telegraph poles that
dotted the line. The bigger problem however was squatters who had occupied the land on either

agistrate Deboprasad Jana, a meeting
}:lc’s representatives of the area and railway, police
and district authorities to chalk out plans to clear the land as the first step towards the restoration

ously at the last South Asian Association
Dhaka where then Indian Prime Minister 1.K. Gujral
stressed the need to improve
es. Restoration of the rail link was considered the main

of a high level railway delegation to the
was sanctioned on the recommendation of the .
30 million ($714.000).

to the restoration work would be
families settled over the stretch would have to be relocated

the single-lane Jessore road that links India with

which was to have been inaug;_:-ated by Sheikh
stponed as some modalities still remained to

Commission Press Minister Atiqur Rehman, finalisation of the
ecte
ANS that
adeshi transport rule which would soon be sorted out.

the early '50s followin

sorted out.

to be operational "very soon".
the only hitch that

— India Abroad News Service

Bhutto Needs a Timetable to
Keep Track of Trials

Benazir Bhutto is a woman with a lot on her plate: three children, a
husband in jail on a murder charge, an amnesiac mother, and 20
corruption cases pending against her. Gemini News Service reports
that Bhutto's problems are part of a bigger, long-running story, her
ongoing feud with the family of current PM Nawaz Sharif M T

- Butt writes from Islamabad

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif

RMER Prime Minister Be-
nazir Bhutto is facing so
many charges of

corruption that she has at times
been required to appear in
hearings in two cities on the
same day.

She had pleaded with Pak-
istan's Supreme Court to have
all the cases transferred to the
Sindh High Court in Karachi,
where she makes her home
base. S5till, she must have
counted her blessings when the
court agreed to move a case
from the Lahore High Court to
the bench in Rawalpinidi,
where some other cases against
her are currently being heard.

Bhutto and her husband.
Asif Zardari, are involved in 20
court cases for alleged financial
irregularities during her rule as

prime minister from 1993 to
1996.

"Not only I but everybody
knows that T have been entari-
gled in cases to force me out of
politics," Bhutto says.

"But the conspiracy will not .

succeed. What | am facing is

. classic victimisation by a fas-

cist regime. The government
has wasted $18 million from
the public exchequer on my
character assassination, but
failed to dent my political posi-
tion."

This is challenged by Sena-
tor Saifur Rehman, chairman
of the newly-established Eht-
esab (accountability) cell, ap-
pointed in 1997 by Prime Min-
ister Nawaz Sharif to investi-
gate the Bhutto family's deal-
ings while in power.

"We have successfully laid
hand on the loot and plunder of
the Bhuttos, who will be sen-
tenced by courts on the basis of
solid evidence collected by us
and produced in court”, says
Rehman. "Allegations of politi-
cal victimisation are baseless",

He used corporate lawyers
and detectives to investigate the
Bhuttos inside and outside
Pakistan, Their efforts
strengthened the government
stance by unearthing secret ac-
counts held in Switzerland by
Zardari, Bhutto and her mother

Begum Nusrat Bhutto. They are -

charged in Switzerland with
allegedly depositing now-frozen
"lll-gotten money"

Pop: 130m

Life expectancy; 63
Adult literacy: 38%
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Rehman claims the investi-
gations have led to the recovery
of seven billion rupees from:
Pakistani businessmen, who in
his words, took undue benefit
by bribing the Bhuttos.

The Bhutto was prime min-
ister, her government instituted
more than 100 cases against the
Nawaz Sharif family's indus-
trial empire. Sharif's 75-year
old father and his siblings were
put behind bars on corruption
charges. Banks were ordered to
stop loans to the d}.rnas?, re-
sulting in the closure of family
businesses and most of their
factories.

However, Bhutto's govern-
ment did not touch Sharif per-
sonally as he was not a director
in any of the companies.

When Sharif reclaimed
power in 1997, his government
sacked several senior bureau-
crats who worked closely with
Bhutto. Some have testified
against her in court.

Bhutto's family life is tor-
tured. Her husband has been in
jail since 6 November 1996, the
day her government fell. He is
facing several charges, includ-
ing masterminding the killing
of her brother, Murtaza, who

died in a police shoot-out in
1996.

‘I was kept in jail by Nawaz
Sharif for two years (during
Sharif's first term in govern-
ment) and nothing was proved
against me." says Zardari.
"Again, I will be out of prison
when the present government
goes and nothing will be proved
against me as I have not com-
mitted any irregularity.”

Bhutto's mother suffers from
loss of memory because of a se-
rious fall after the murder of
her onl

has since been under constant
medical treatment in London.

Bhutto has enrolled her
three small children in a Dubai
school, She spends most of her
time in Karachi., but visits

Dubai to meet the children.
London to inquire about her
mother's health, and the jail to
see her husband. She spends
whatever time is left in politics
and attending court.

However, the government
has now banned her from trav-

son, the last surviving
male of the Bhutto dynasty. She

@ Karachi

200mis/320km

without the trips.

"At the moment, Ms Bhutto
is entangled in corruption cases
too much and the allegations of
corruption have stuck,” says Dr
Shirin Mazari, who edits the
weekly magazine Pulse and
teaches at the Quaid-e-Azam
University in Islamabad.

‘She stands thoroughly dis-

credited in the public eye, and
her ﬂ?litical prospects have
been %h]}r damaged.”
Bhutto has brought together
a multi—partly anti-government
alliance, including former gov-
ernment allies which changed
camps for various reasons dur-
ing the past year. However,
most of these parties are not
represented in parliament.

Despite these alliances, mil-
itants from her own Pakistan
People’'s Party are demoralised
and have yet to recover from the
shock defeat in the 1997 general
elections. The partfr‘s E!quﬂ:rﬂ::nr-
marnce in the recent local coun-
cil elections in the major
province of Punjab was dismal.

The government's goal is to
inflict further damage on
Bhutto as soon as possible by
getting her convicted on a cor-
ruption charge in Pakistan or
elsewhere, ending her political
career. But she may have found
an ally in the judiciary. The ju-
dicial process in Pakistan is
painstakingly slow: cases
progress at a snail's pace, often
irking the government which
warnts speedy trials.

"We have done our job by
filing cases with the courts, and
now it is for them to decide as
early as possible, and sentence
the corrupt lot." Information
Minister Mushahid Hussain
sSays.

Once a high court decides on
a case, an appeal will no doubt
be lodged with the Supreme
Court, and this usually takes a
long time to decide. The courts
are also shy of ruling quickly in
political cases.

None of the cases against the
Bhuttos during the first Sharif
government was decided, nor
was any against the Sharif fam-
ily. Still, court cases help the
government keep its political
opponents on the defensive.

— Gemini News.

The writer is a Pakistani

elling abroad so she must do - freelance journalist.



