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Vacuum Cleaner

860 raped, 80 murdere
for dowry in '98

By Staff Correspondent

More than 860 women were
raped, 16 of them by police and
BDR personnel, and over 80
women were murdered for
dowry in the country in 1998.

. Besides, some 101 people
were permanently disabled due
to acid throwing and 78 were
killed in political violence in
the year, according to a s

by Odhikar, a human rights'

coalition.

Of the cases of rape, 417 were
‘individual rapes'. Forty-three
of the 'individual rape victims'
were 1-5, 144 aged 6-11, 46
aged 16-20, 21 aged 21-25 and
seven were aged 26 to 30,
Twenty-one of the victims were

14 rescued Thai
girls flown

back home

By Staff Correspondent

The fourteen Thai girls, who
were rescued from a restaurant
at Uttara in the city, were flown
back home yesterday.

Police rescued twelve girls
Sunday night after two girls es-
ca from the restaurant and
informed Thai embassy offi-
clals that they were forced into
prostitution by the South Ko-
rean owner of the restaurant,

Police arrested Gay Hoo
Young, the owner of the restau-
rant at Uttara Sector No 9 the
same night . He was produced
before the CMM's court yester-
day. The court placed him on
two days' remand.

Police said the fourteen
girls, aged between 20 and 26,
were brought to Bangladesh in
the name of giving jobs about
one and a half months ago.

. First, they were kept at the
restaurant as waitresses and
then forced into sex trade. _

- The Thai Embassy reported
the incident to the authorities
concerned, police said. -

Special Branch (SB) of police
along with the Uttara police
raided the restaurant, rescued
the rest twelve and sent them to
the Thai embassy.

Suranjit.
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committee meetings would be
affected. May be, if will inspire
many of us to play to the
gallery, rather than concen-
trate on the issues to be dis-
cussed at the meeting.”

He however told 51& meeting.
that journalists could be in-
vited to attend some *“selective”
meetings, not all.

Barrister Jamiruddin Sir-
car, a BNP member on the
committee, believes that the
meetings of the JS bodies, espe-
cially the one dealing with the
judiciary, should be open for
all. On the question of the re-
striction as stated by the minis-
ter, Sircar said: “The rules are
not mandatory. Those are
rather directory.”

.~ However, the issue remained

unresolved. A senior ruling
party member on the commit-
tee, Advocate Rahmat Ali, sug-
gested that the Speaker be con-
sulted on the controversial is-
sue.

Meanwhile, the committee
members present at the meeting
reached a consensus that senior
lawyers having good reputation
could be appointed High Court
judges on temporary basis,

"It will help fight the back-
log of cases pending trial in the
High Court,” the Law Minister
told The Daily Star yesterday
evening. "However, the ap-
gointments will be made if the

hief Justice agrees to the
proposition. Besides., we will
seek opinion of other experts.”

murdered following rape while
one committed suicide.

A total of 447 were gan-
%apcd, They were aged 5-30.

irty-nine of them were mur-
dered following the assault,
statistics compiled by Odhikar
showed.

Eighty-three housewives
were murdered due to their par-
ents' failure to meet do de-
mand. In most of the cases,
husbands were accused of the
murders while families of the
husband were involved in a
number of cases. The victims
were aged between 14 to 70,

Twelve, girls suffered acid
burns because they turned down
marriage proposals, 22 house-
wives because of feuds between
families of the bride and the
groom and 10 fell victim to
wrath of frustrated lovers,
Odhikar said. :

Acid was thrown on one per-
sonsas he refused to be witness
in a case, a father threw acid on
his five year old daughter be-
cause he did not want a girl
child. Another person fell vic-
tim as he refused to pay illegal
toll.

Sixteen women were raped
while in the custody of police or
BDR. In one incident, the survey
report said, three BDR men
raped a 14-year-old girl in Chit-
tagong. In another incident,
five police constables raped a
28-year woman in Daudkandi,
Comilla.

Two alleged arms
smugglers held
in Rajshahi

RAJSHAHI, Jan 12: Two al-
leged members of an interna-
tional gang of arms smugglers
were arrested along with 11 re-
volvers from a city hotel here
today, reports UNB.

Acting on a tip-off, A special
team of detective police from
Dhaka raided two rooms of the
hotel at around 8 pm and ar-
rested Moti, 27, and Hazrat, 29,
along with the arms, police
sources said.

The suspects made a
stopover in the city on way to
Dhaka from Chapainawabganj,
they said.

Of the seized revolvers, two
are Chinese while the rest In-
dian-made, the sources said.
The accused persons were
handed over to Boalia police.

B’baria incident
44 testify before
judicial probe
body so far

The judicial enquiry com-
mission formed to investigate
the Brahmanbaria incident
yesterday heard 44 witnesses
and received their written
stalements in the city in the
past two days, reports BSS.

The hearing will also con-
tinue today at the central cir-
cuit house to record the testi-
mony of those who could not
earlier appear before the com-
mission in Brahmanbaria due
to security reasons, a press re-
lease of the Association of De-
velopment Agencies (ADAB)
said in Dhaka.

Those who testified before
the commission headed by
Supreme Court Judge Ansarud-
din included two directors of
the voluntary organisation
Proshika, Shahabuddin Ahmed
and Shah Newaz and several
women who were assaulted in
the December 7 incident, the
press release added.
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14 to 18 had been sold yesterday
but that they were available at
the black market.

The display board however
showed that tickets were avail-
able at the counters.

Station Manager Zahurul
Alam said the manual display
board cannot show the realp po-
sition. "We need computerised
disglay board to show real time
and actual status of ticket
availa®ility,” he said.

+sC. 1 touts were also found
waiting at different corners of
the station to catch desperate
passengers.

“You can have your ticket of
ané: destination even before the
Eid day if you agree to pay some
extra money,” one of the touts
said, talking to this correspon-
dent.

Zahurul Alam said some 70

er cent of tickets had already

n sold till yesterday.

“"We had started selling tick-
ets a month before to avoid huge
rush, but the homebound pas-
sengers failed to avail of the
chance,” he said.

“They could easily collect
tickets not only from the Kam-
lapur station but also from Air-

port station and City Ticket
Centre at Nimtoli,” the station
manager added,

Sale of tickets rose by Tk 1.5
lakh a day ahead of Eid while
the regular sale ranged between
Tk 7 and 8 lakh, he said.

It is learnt that black mar-
keteers are treated favourably

wtl;en they return unsold tick-
eis.

Even after departure of a
train, the counter staff accepts
the unsold tickets showing that
those had been returned 24
hours before the train left,
"This happens pretty often
while many poor passengers
cannot travel due to non-avail-
ability of tickets.” one source
said,

The station manager said
additional security personnel

~ along with Railway police have

been deployed to “drive away

. the touts and maintain law and

order in the railway stations.”

The BR will also run special
trains for Noakhall, Jam apur
and Brahmanbaria on January
16, 17 and 18.

The official said extra
coaches would be arranged to
accommodate more passengers.
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Jatiya Party chief HM Ershad speaks prior
city hotel yesterday.

All JP MPs
are with me,
says Ershad

Jativa Party Chairman HM

Ershad, who has expressed sol-
idarity with the opposition.
movement yesterday claimed
that all the party MPs were with
him, reports UNB. :

"All the party MPs are with
me.” he said replying to a query
at an Iftar party hosted by JP
for journalists at a city restau-
rant.

When his attention was
drawn to widespread rumour
that majority of the JP MPs are
supporting communication
minister Anwar Hossain Manju
who has been sacked from the
party, Ershad said he (Manju)
will gain even if he can muster
support of five MPs.

Five out of 33 Jatiya Party
MPs, including Rawshan Er-
shad, NK Alam Chowdhury,
Nasiruddin, Sabita Begum and
Asadur Rahman were present at

the Iftar party.

Sohel murder
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remand on Monday.

DB sources said Aziz named,
some persons who could give
police more information about
the killing.

Besides, he told the detec-
tives that "I was out of the
country during the killing, If |
really had hired anyone to kill
Sohel, why do not police arrest
the culprit," said a DB official

-preferring anonymity.

Meanwhile, CID is planning
lo interrogate Bunty Islam, an-
other suspect in the Sohel mur-
der case lurther, sources said.
Earlier, court granted CID to
take Bunty on a five-day re-
mand in the case filed by the
DeEmrlment of Narcotics Con-
trol.

Bunty has been detained at
the Dhaka Central Jail. Police
so far arrested five persons in
connection with the Sohel
killing case.

to an iftar party he hosted for journalists at a

— Star photo

Ué jet fires missile at
- Iraqi radar site

WASHINGTON, Jan 12: A US
F-16CJ fighter fired a missile at
an Iraqgi radar site in the north-
ern no-fly zone early today, a
Pentagon official sald, reports
AP.

The US aircraft returned
safely to its base in Incirlik,
Turkey. The incident occurred
at 0800 GMT (11 am Iraqgi time),
according to Pentagon spo-
kesman Col, Richard Bridges.

It wasn't irninediately clear
why the pilot fired the high-
speed anti-radiation missile at
the radar site, but Bridges said
the 'radar posed a threat to
coalition forces.'

- He said he had no further in-
formation. but it is possible the
radar had taken aim at the air-
craft, as has occurred in several
Frﬂrinus incidents over the past

ew weeks.

US Defence Secretary Wi-
lliam Cohen vowed today to
strike back at Iragi challenges
to US warplanes, saying Iragi
President Saddam Hussein had

rown "more frantic” since US-

ritish air strikes last month.

"We intend to protect our
forces. If Saddam continues to
illuminate them (with radar) or
attack them then he is going to
be attacked in return,” Cohen
said.

Another report says, the Se-
curity Council is expected to
meet this week on Irag, resum-
ing discussions that stalemated
last month after US and British
airstrikes ended UN weapons
inspections and deelpened the
divide among council members
on how to deal with Baghdad,

In Washington, Chief UN
weapons inspector Richard But-
ler is promising his agency will
return to work in Iraq, possibly
with a less intrusive monitor-,
ing mission to keep close watch
on President Saddam Hussein.

'UNSCOM is not dead,” Butler
said of the UN Special Com-

- lic prosecutor

mission set up to eliminate
Iraq's weapons on mass de-
struction.

Instead, UN weapons inspec-
tors are designing an expansive
monitoring programme to en-
sure the Iraqi president doesn't
rebuild weapons destroyed as
required by the 1991 Gulf War
cease-fire, he said Monday.

"We've had one (monitoring
s?rstem] there since 1994, but
clearly in the future it will have
to be bigger in scope, range,
staffing,” Butler said in re-
marks to a non-proliferation
conference sponsored by the
Carnegie Endowment for [nter-
national Peace,

"We'll be back under this new
dispensation,” said Butler: who
noted that it could take months
for the UN Security Council and
member states to approve such
a plan and that the resolution is
not yet assured.

Jail Killing Case
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Defence counsels moved bail
petitions for the respective ac-
cused. which were subsequently
rejected by Judge Sheikh Rez-
wan Ali, Newly-aprpﬂinted pub-

ol the Metro-
politan Sessions Court Qamrul
Islam opposed the bail prayers.

The judge, however, directed
the authorities concerned to
allow relatives of the accused to
meet them in jail upon prayers
of the accused.

A total of 21 people, includ-
ing four former state ministers,
were charged with killing for-
mer acting president Syed Naz-
rul Islam, former prime minis-
ters Tajuddin Ahmed and M
Monsur Ali, and former min-
ister A H M Quamruzzaman —
the top aides of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman — in-
side the Dhaka Central Jail on
November 3, 1975.

-Ticket touts active

Price high,
consumers
cheated
in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Jan 12: As price of
LP gas cylinder has soared upto
Tk 750 from Tk 252, dealers
here have resorted to yet an-
other unscrupulous way of
earning more profit by cheating
COnsSumers.

A section of dealers are now
re-packing the re-filled cylin-
ders giving less gas.

A cylinder thus re-packed
contains 15 kg of liquefied gas
although it is supposed to con-
tain 18 kg, LP Gas Users Associ-
ation here alleged in a press re-
lease recently.

When contacted, local au-
thorities of Meghna, Padma
and Jamuna oil companies said
they cannot check the re-pack-
ing as dealers are not account-
able to them.

Sources said over one lakh
-re-filled gas cylinders are re-
quired monthly to meet con-
sumers' demand in the city. ,

But only 40 to 45 thousand
cylinders are supplied.

An official ot one of the oil
marketing companies admitted
that approved dealers purchase
jas cylinders at the rate of Tk

37.60 per piece from oil com-
panies.

Garment workers
" demonstrate in
city demanding

arrears, bonus
By Staff Correspondent

Garment workers yesterday
staged a demonstration in the
city demanding immediate
payment of their outstanding
salaries and festival bonus.

Bangladesh Garments Work-
ers Unity Council organised the
demonstration and held a rally
at Muktangan in the city in the
morning, Presided over b
Amirul Haq Amin, it was a'!u:fi
dressed, among others. b
Salahuddin Swapan, Kurshid
Alam, Abul Hossain, Shahidul
Islam, Joynal Abedin. Selina
Akhter and Shabana Rahman.

Addressing the rally, the
leaders said workers and em-
ployees in both public and pri-
vate sector get festival bonus in
two Eids. But the garment
workers are being deprived of
their just wages. Eid bonus is a
dream to them.

They said though the gar-
ment sector earned 74 per cent
of the total export of the coun-
try. its workers do not get their
salaries regularly, '
~ The garment leaders urged
the owners to immediately pa
all outstanding salaries wit
festival bonus,

They expressed deep anguish
over some recent incidents in
which garment workers, who
have been demanding their
dues, came under attack from
the hired goons of the owners.

The leaders also criticised
the government for not taking
action against the attackers
and said the role of BGMEA is
also mysterious.

— Star photo
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Stage set for impe achment trial
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— and the Congress since then.

For instance, the White
House said the President "de-
nies that he encouraged Monica
Lewinsky to execute a false affi-
davit in the Jones case" that de-
nied a sexual relationship. The
defense cited Ms Lewinsky's
statement that "no one ever
asked me to lie." :

The House countered that
when Clinton suggested to Ms
Lewinsky that she could submit
an affidavit in the Jones sexual
harassment case against Clin-
ton to pussihli:vui{l testifying,
"Both parties knew that the af-
fidavit would need to be false
and misleading to accomplish
the desired result.” '

In another example, the
White House contended that
Clinton denied trying to con-
ceal from the Jones lawyers the
gifts he and Ms Lewinsky ex-
changed. :

"The president states that,

sometime in December (1997),
Ms Lewinsky inquired as to
what to do if she were asked in
the Jones case about the gifts he
had given her, to which the
president responded that she
would have to turn over what-
ever she had,"” the White House
brief said. Nor, Clinton said,
did he ask his secretary, Betty
Currie, to retrieye the gifts from
Ms Lewinsky.

But the House rebuttal said
the president's conversation
with Ms Lewinsky on Dec 28,
1997, and Mrs Currie's retrieval
of the items that same day were
"one of the most blatant efforts
to obstruct justice and conceal
evidence."”

The House pointed to testi-
II]DL‘IF from Ms Lewinsky, who
recalled Mrs Currie calling to
say: "l understand you have
something to give me" or "the
president said you have some-
thing to give me."

ile Mrs Currie's memory

of the incident was Fuzzy, the
House said the secretary's cellu-
lar phone records back up Ms
Lewinsky's recollection of re-
ceiving the call.

~Meanwhile, a strange side-
show unfolded as Hustler
magazine publisher Flynt
appeared on the CNBC cable
network and held a news con-
ference Monday night to allege
hypocrisy in the past personal
conduct of Rep. Bob Barr, a Re-
publican and one of the 13
House managers presenting the
impeachment case in the Sen-
ate,

In a statement, Barr denied
Flynt's allegations and said he
was "deeply saddened” by them.
He addegl. "I have steadfastly
worked throughout the im-
peachment debate to focus at-
tention on substantive issues
like perjury and obstruction of

justice, and away from lurid

personal allegations."

AL summons
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pal, city corporation and Up-
azila elections as a group. Be-
sides. BNP and Jamaat had al-
ready chosen their candidates
for mill{lma] polls in Dhaka,
Talking to The Daily Star
over phone late last night, two
members of the AL presidium
said that the party was-care-
fully watching the new devel-
opments in the opposition
camp and expecting to reach a
“strategy-decision” after the
January 22-23 NEC meetings.

Besides, central AL leaders

would launch a “mass-contact”
programme immediately after
the Eid-ul-Fitr, trying to mo-
bilise public opinion against
opposition demands.

All but one presidium mem-
ber was present at last night's
meeting, followed by a dinner
hosted by Sheikh Hasina.
Syeda Zohra Tajuddin was ab-
sent because she is away from
the country for a medical
health check-up.

BNP spreading lies
against AL: Hasina

NATORE, Jan 12: Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina today

said opposition BNP and its al-
lies were repeating threats of
movement only to create scope
for rigging the upcoming local
elections, reports UNB.

"They are looking for ways
to steal vote through conspir-
acy, and issuing repeated
threats,” she told a huge publie
meeting at the newly-built
Shankar Gobinda Chowdhury
Stadium here this afternoon.

The prime minister opened
the new stadium named after
late Chowdhury, a valiant free-
dom fighter, who was also an
Awami League leader and mem-
ber of parliament.

Referring Lo opposition de-
mands, Hasina said the BNP
pleas were solely designed to
gain gett}r political interests
and those have nothing to do
with people's welfare.

* She said her party restored
the voting rights of the people,
which were snatched by the

B Chowdhury
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come up with anything signifi-
cant as three of the four desig-
nated BNP men were not pre-
sent. Anwar Zahid and M
Shamsul Islam, who had been
in the liaison body of the BNP-
led six-party alliance, attended
the meeting, .

Turning up at Minto Road af-
ter the meeting was over,
Choudhury asked the BNP sec-
retary general to inform
Khaleda Zia that he was not in-
terested to be part of the liaison
committee, sources close to
Choudhury said.

Choudhury, however, was
not available for comment de-
spite repeated phone calls to his
residence yesterday. _

The BNP secretary general
denied that Khaleda Zia had
designated Choudhury to head
the party liaison team., "let
alone his [Choudhury’s) unwill-
ingness”.

A close aide to Choudhury
said he “is not willing 1o sit
with negotiators of the coali-
tion partners, especially those
belonging to the JP and the Ja-
maat”. He is unlikely to attend
today’s meeting of the negotia-
tors in the opposition alliance
due at Minto Road.

Insiders said a section of the
BNP leadership is hot happ
with the party's coalition wit
its long-time foe JP, the party
they are still sceptic about as
far as a combined agitation
against the Awami League gov-
ernment is concerned.

After the June 1996 general
elections, JP had helped AL
form government in which the
then JP secretary general An-
war Hossain Manju was ap-
pointed a minister. However,
Ershad expelled Manju from
the party in December last year
prior to joining hands with
BNP.

previous governments. "For
stealing vote in the Februa
15, 1996 election. the BNP was
ousted from power in a mass
movement.”

And being rejected by the
people in the subsequent June
12 polls that year, "BNP went
mad and started desperate ac-
tivities," she told the rally.

The prime minister said that
BNFP minted money during its
rule and was now out spreading
lies against the Awami League.

"The BNP leader said that
sound of Azan would not be
heard from mosques if Awami
League could go to power, but
that proved to be a blatant lie."

Their politics, said Hasina,
Is to "cheat people by telling
lies, speaking ill of Awami
League. .But the politics of
Awami League is only to do wel-
fare of the people.”

Mentioning the Asrayan
project. old-age allowance, em-

loyment bank and other wel-
are programmes, she said
Awami League is a party of the
people and works only for the
people.

Referring to local demands,
the prime minister announced
that Natore Pourasava would be
upgraded to A-category and
other facilities for the towns-
men also be increased.

Some new honours courses
will be introduced in the local
government college and other
educational institutions will
also be taken care of, she said.

A bypass road will be con-
structed soon and total com-
munications network of the
area developed, the prime min-
ister assured them.

Presided over by district AL
president Advocate Shajedur
Rahman Khan, the meeting was
also addressed by LGRD and Co-
operatives Minister Zillur
Rahman, AL Presidium Mems-
ber Abdul Jalil, Publicity Secre-
tary Abdul Mannan and loeal
leader Momtaz Uddin.

Shazneen
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Latifur Rahman., however,

could net take place as the case
was transferred to the newly set
up Metropolitan Sessions
Judge's Courl from the court of
Additional District and Session
Judge Amar Kumar Roy where
the proceeding of the case
started on November 22 last
year.

All the seven accused were
brought to court custody from
Dhaka Central Jail at about
9:30 am on Monday. Humayun
felt pain in his chest at around
10 am. He was rushed to Mitfort
Hospital where he died soon af-
ter admission.

The body was sent to Mitfort
Hospital morgue for autopsy
yesterday. An unnatural death
case was lodged with Kotwali
thana in this connection on
Monday.

DSE: Dirty tricks
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ker.

Market sources said that the
whole market was short of Gulf
Food shares as few brokers had
purchased all the floating
shares. Those who had sold the
shares with the intention of
buying them back had become
short sellers and were default-
ing in depositing the shares on
the stipulated day (T+3).

As many as 2.18 lakh shares
were traded against 1,90 lakh
issued shares of Gulf Foods Ltd
last week, DSE sources said.

In an emergency meeting,
the Dhaka Stock Exchange
[DSE) Council yesterday told
the management to continue
suspension on trading of the
Gull Foods Ltd until the matter
resolved. The trading in the
stock had been suspended for
ﬁesterda after around eight

rokers had defaulted deposit-
ing over 60,000 shares to the
DSE clearing house.

The DSE council also de-

cided to forward the SPM case

to the SEC as the firm obtained

the court order on the DSE deci-
sion to impose a Tk 20 lakh fine
and suspend its trading for a
month.

Asked, the defaulting coun-
cillor said that he was being
“victimised” as he spoke
strongly for the punitive action
against the SPM Ltd. "These
people who were opposed to the
move are engaged in such dirty

1 tricks to frame me".

“On my behalf the DSE is
now buying those shares in
auction at higher price. The
same group of people who dried
the market is selling to the DSE
at a much higher price. I have to

‘pay huge money to DSE,"” he
said.

The councillor also said his
office is run by his staff as he
remains busy in policy making.
"However, I failed on T+3 but |
managed to settle on T+4".

Another council member

said that such incidents were

happening everyday and that
the BCSE could not take any ac-
tion against' the offenders.

“They (DSE executives) cannot
even work independently.
There has been unavoidable
pressure from a few influential
councillors. They interfere in
day-to-day affairs of the DSE
management”.

“There are many loopholes
in the DSE articles and settle-
ment rules. After automation,
the DSE rules should have been

| changed and brought in line

with the new trading system.
They have adopted netting
which leaves scope for manipu-
lation after automation and yet
they cannot be charged as there
is no. definition of fraudulent
act in the rules,” the councillor
said.

The DSE council has also set
up a four-member committee to
review the existing rules and
suggest new ones to check such
fraud.

Councillor Abul Basher
Bhuiyan, a joint secretary of at
law ministry, has been made
convenor of the committee. The
other members are Onu Jaigir-
dar, AKM Shamsuddoha and
Ahsanul Islam.

Jemima
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"The tiles are 300-to-400-
year-old and are similar to
those stolen from different
archeological sites of the coun-
try." an official of the archeo-
logical department told The As-
sociated Press, on condition he
not be identified.

It is illegal in Pakistan to
export antiques.

Jemima. who is currently in
Britain, can face a six-month
jail sentence and 5,000 rupees
(dlrs 108) fine if found guilty.

"The cases is fake... [ will file
a defamation case against the
Custom Department which has
become a tool in the hands of
the government in victimising

olitical opponents," Imran
an told The Associated Press.

He said the titles were pur-
chased from a shop in the fed-
eral capital Islamabad.

“The shop has given us a cer-
tificate that the tiles are not
antiques,” he said.

The archeological depart-
ment stood its ground.

“The tiles are antiques and
are priceless," said the official.

ustoms Inspector Mo-
hammed Raiz Rana said Je-
mima had under-valued the
tiles.

But her husband said the
overnment was trying to ma-
lgn his wife with a false case

because he criticised the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif.

Khan, whose newly formed

Tehrik-e-Insaaf, or Movement
for Justice failed to win a single

seat in the last elections, has
publicly accused Sharif of mas-
sive corruption, tax evasion
and loan defaults.

Sharif denies the charges,



