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India deploys Russian-made
air defence system

NEW DELHI, Jan 10: Indian
has deployed a one-billion-
dollar air defence artillery sys-
tem procured from Russia, a re-
port said today, says AFP.

The Business Standard daily
uoting the Director of Air De-
ence Artillery, A Mukherjee,

said the Russian-made air de-
fence system called "Tun-

gushka” was "fully inducted

into the forces”.

An unspecified number of
these anti-missile weapons
have been de?luyed in the trou-
bled region of Kashmir and the
northern desert state of Ra-
jasthan to "provide battlefield
support to tank regiments”, the
daily said.

It said the system had twin
high velocity machine guns,
eight radar-guided missile bat-
teries and weighed slightly
more than a tank,

"The deal to buy the system,

said to be the most advanced of
its kind in the world, was
clinched during (former prime
minister) Narasima Rao's
(1991-96) regime", the daily re-
ported.

The system is to be put on
show for the first time during
India's Republic Day celebra-
tions on January 26.

Mukherjee said Tungushka's
primary role was the "provide
air cover to attacking artillery
formations”, and can track and
attack several targets at the
same time, Including heli-
copters, fighter aircraft and
Cruise missiles.

India conducted five nuclear
tests in May last year and has
developed an array of guided
missiles, including two long-
range systems, which can
transport nuclear warheads to a
distance of 1500 km. Almost 70
Eer cent of India's military

ardware is of Russian origin.

Koirala may win ensuin g
vote of confidence

KATHMANDU, Jan 10;
Nepali parliament begins vot-
ing later this week to test the
strength of Prime Minister Gir-
ija Prasad Koirala's new coali-
tion, officials said today, re-
ports Reuters.

Koirala would seek a manda-
tory confidence vote in the 205-
seat lower house of representa-
tives.

He is expected to easily win
the vote, as members of his al-
liance would take up more than
two-thirds of the vote, much
more than the 103 required to
keep him in office.

"The government has al-
ready registered the confidence
motion which will mature for
debate on Wednesday," parlia-
ment spokesman Bishnu Dutt
Upreti said.

He said parliament Speaker
Ram Chandra Poudel would fix
dates for a debate on the mo-
tion, and voting would be com-
pleted before the next weekend.

A a}mliti{:a] crisis gripped the .
Himalayan kingdom in Becem-
ber when a communist partner
walked out of Koirala's coali-
tion, temporarily reducing his
power to minority.

Koirala resigned but guickl
struck a power-sharing de
with another communist party
in parliament and was reap-
pointed as prime minister.

This week's parliamentary
vote is crucial for Koirala's
plans to hold early national
elections in April, which is part
of the condition of the new
power sharing pact with the
Communist United Marxist-
Leninist (UML) party.

Koirala's centrist Nepali
Congress party and the UML are
expected to be the main con-
tenders for power during the up-
coming elections.

The Nepali Congress and the
communists jointly launched a
prn—a:lﬂmncrac}r movement in
1990,

Stride toward democracy

Nigeria holds state polls

LAGOS, Nigeria, Jan 10: Af-
ter decades of military rule,
Nigeria continued its tentative
stride toward democracy with
long lines of voters turning out
to elect governors and state as-
semblies across the country, re-
ports AP,

Turnout appeared to particu-
larly high in the north and in
Lagos, before voting ended in
mid-afternoon. Results were
expected later Sunday.

In a novel anti-fraud move,
voters were allowed to stay at
polling centres after they cast
their.iaunts_ and watch votes
hﬂml\f counted,

ilitary . meddling and
armed forces coups have long
been part of Nigerian politics —
the army has held power for all
but 10 years since independence
in 1960, But change has come to
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Menem tO mEEt C]jntOI]: Argentine

President Carlos Menem will meet with US President Bill
Clinton in Washington next week and discuss the status of the
Islands diplomatic sources told AFP on

Menem's visit to the US capital on Monday and Tuesday was
set to occur at a high point in relations between Buenos Aires
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American extradited to Australia:
An American accused in Australia's largest ever cannabis resin
seizure has been extradited to Australia from the Netherlands,

the federal government said yesterday, AP reports from

Justice Minister Amanda Vanstone said American George
Paul Brock, 49, is alleged to be the principal and financier of an
attemnpt to import 10 metric tons of cannabis resin into Port
Stephens on the mid-north coast of New South Wales state in

Alfrica’'s most populous nation
since Gen Sani Abacha's sudden
death in June ended his brutal
dictatorship.

- Gen Abdulsalami Abubakar,
the career soldier who succeeded
Abacha, has freed political
prisoners, opened up the po-
litical process and repeatedly
vowed to hand over power to
civilians later this year. Nige-
ria, which became an interna-
tional pariah under Abacha for
1ts miserable human rights
record, is again welcoming for-
eign envoys and wooing in-
vestors. _

"We basically have one rea-
son-for voting, that is to get the
military out of power”, said
Rahimi Sodunke, a Lagos busi-

nessman. "We deserve a change
itt this country and we must
shift power".

Landslides claim 42 in Indonesia:

At least 42 have been killed in four landslides on two
Indonesian islands in recent days. news reports said yesterday,

Seven people were killed when torrential rain triggered three
landslides on the main Indonesian island of Java on Friday,
the newspaper Kompas said. Meanwhile the death toll from a
landlside on Thursday on the tourist island of Bali rose to 35
when three more bodies were found on Sunday, the official
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Azeri jail revolt victims buried:
Eleven prisoners and two guards who were killed in a prison
revolt in the Caucasus nation of Azerbaijan were buried on
Saturday in separate funerals, AP reports from Baku.

The 13 men were killed Friday after prisoners led by
dissident former military officers staged a rebellion in the
Gobustan hard-labour camp, about 60-km south of Azerbaijan's
capital Baku. Twenty-one guards were wounded in the operation

Blair warns Saddam not to attack neighbours

Iraqi lawmakers may back govt's

BAGHDAD, Jan 10: Iragi lﬁ%
islalors were expected to offi-
cially rescind recognition of
neighbouring Kuwait and back
the leadership’s defiance of no-
fly zones imposed by Western
powers, reports AP.

A draft resolution by the
250-member National Assem-
bly also rubber-stamped Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein's tough
stance toward UN weapons in-
spections. The legislators were
scheduled to endorse the draft
today and send it to the revolu-
tionary Command Council for
ratification. It would then be-
come law when Saddam en-
dorses it.

The draft resolution, ob-
tained by the Associated Press,
was circulated following fiery
remarks by legislators, who
lambasted UN weapons inspec-
tors and the UN Security Coun-
cil for not lifting sanctions that
the United Nations imposed af-
ter Iraq's 1990 invasion of
Kuwait. The invasion sparked
the 1991 Persian Gulf War.

"What is the use of cooperat-
ing with the Security Council at
a time it has done nothing to
ease the sanctions? It is essen-
tial that we stop dealing with its
resolutions,” said legislator Us-
ama Mahmoud.

He added that Iraq's border
with Kuwait was illegal. "Why
do we recognise the borders?
“Tf‘{? do we recognise Kuwait it-
selt?”

Irag's Parliament formally
endorsed the 105-mile Kuwaiti-
Iraqgi border in 1993, dropping a
territorial claim on the emi-
rate. Lawmakers said that Par-
liament had agreed to recognise
Kuwait within newly demar-
cated borders in the hope that
UN sanctions would be lifted.

In. Kuwait. British Prime
Minister Tony Blair warned
Iraq on Saturday not to attack
its neighbours or allied forces
in the region, saying the re-
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e of no-fly zones

Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, c

entre, during a meeting with Muzahem Mus'ib al-

Hassan, Commander of the Iraqi Air Force and his assistants in Baghdad on Saturday.
Iraqi News Agency (INA) gave no details of the meeting.

sponse to such action would be
swift and immediate,

“What Saddam has to realise
is that we are not going to allow
him to threaten his neighbour-
hood or threaten the stability of
the region without taking ac-
tion," Blair said after arriving
in Kuwait to visit British troops
stationed there.

Kuwait was part of Iraq un-
der the Ottoman Empire, which
collapsed at the end of World
War [, The British, who then
look control of the region, gave
Kuwait independence in 1961,
triggering years of dispute over
the border.

Speakers at the special ses-
sion also called on Saddam to

defy the no-fly zones in north-
ern and southern Iraq and to
sever ties with the United Na-
tions.

"The no-fly zones are a
crime,” said lawmaker Naiba
‘Toshi. "We have the right to fire
at any aircraft violating our
airspace.

Saddam has pledged to chal-
lenge the southern and north-
ern no-fly zones after US and
British aircraft and missiles
pounded Iraq for four days in
mid-December,

Iraqi pilots and anti-air-
craft batteries have been target-
ing US and British warplanes
over the zones since late De-
cember,

— AP/UNB photo

The United States and
Britain set up the no-fly zones
to protect minority Kurds and
Shi'ite Muslims who rebelled
unsuccessfully against Baghdad
after the Persian Gulf War.,

Two Iraqi Kurdish leaders —
Massoud Barzani of the Kurdis-
tan Democratic Party and Jalal
Talabani of the Patriotic Union
of Kurdistan — agreed Saturda
to implement a US-brokere

eace deal between their rival
actions.

The meeting was the first in
the Kurdish autonomous zone
in northern Irag since 1994,
sald a KDP statement faxed to
The Associated Press in Cairo.

Clinton impeachmem

Nearly 50 pc
Americans
for short
trial

WASHINGTON, Jan 10: Al-
most half of US residents would
like to see President Bill Clin-
ton's impeachment trial last
less than a week, but most be-
lieve it will take a month or
more, according to a poll re-
leased Saturday by Time maga-
zine and CNN, reports AFP,

The poll said 49 per cent
would like the short trial, while
38 per cent believe it will last
more than two months.

However, most of those sir-
veyed, a whopping 59 per cent.
want the Senate to end the trial
immediately,

Twenty per cent expect it to
last three to four weeks and 14
PET cent say one to two weeks,
'Sjaid the poll conducted Thurs-

ay.
If the Senate calls wilnesses,
53 per cent think it should hear
testimony from former White
House intern Monica Lewinsky .

About half also believe the
Senate should call presidential
friend Vernon Jﬂrd[;m. Clinton
secretary Betty Currie and in-

dependent counsel Kenneth
Starr to the stand.

NATO troops kill
Serb war crimes

suspect

SARAJEVO, Jan 10: French
NATO troops on Saturday shot
and killed a Bosnian Serb war
crimes suspect linked to the
mass rape of Muslim women
during the 1992-95 war in
Bosnia-Herzegovina, reports
AFP.

Dragan Gagovic. 38, was
driving a car when he tried to
knock down the soldiers who
were attempting to arrest him
near Foca, a Serb town in east-
ernn Bosnia, the NATO-led Sta-
bilisation Force (SFOR) said.

"In self-defence, the vehicle
was taken under fire", SFOR
said in a statement. "following
the incident, Gagovic was taken
to a medical facility and pro-
nounced dead."

Gagovie was unider open in-
dictment for trial before the
UN’s International Criminal
Tribunal for the former Yu-
goslavia (ICTY). based in The

Hague.

Chandigarh — an urban mess today

CHANDIGARH, India, Jan
10: Filty years ago acclaimed
French architect Le Corbusier
conceived of transforming In-
dia's northern barren plains of
Chandigarh into a bustling ur-
ban centre rivalling this centu-
ry's emerging capital cities of
Brasilia, Islamabad and Abuja,
reports AFP,

But Chandigarh, planned as
a capital for the new state of
Punjab, is today an urban mess.

It is a far ery from Le Corbus-
ler's sylvan have dotted with
boulevards, avant-garde build-
ings, a modern city centre
ringing a spacious plaza and
numerous parks and nature
trails.

India's first Prime Minister
Jawahar Lal Nehru had hoped
the city, work on which began
in 1956, would herald stunning
changes.

An ongoing international
conference here to debate the fu-
ture of the city has suggested
stern measures to save Chandi-
garh, built by Le Corbusier on a
plain that gently slopes up to
the sub-Himalaya foothills.

Le Corbusier, whose real
name was Charles Edoard
Jeanneret, had in his master-

Sahgal,

plan divided the city into about
30 self-sufficient district, each
measuring 800 metres (2,640
feet) by 1,200 metres (3,960 feet).

The number of quarters has
swelled to 47, while two satellite
townships and several teeming
and filthy slums ring the city
on a l6-kKilometre radius that Le
Corbusier had specified should
remain unbuilt to protect the
environment.

Le Corbusier's stamp, how-
ever, remains largely untam-
pered in the sequestered Capitol
area, modelled on the Acropolis
of Athens, and built to house a
sprawling 10-storey secretariat
for about 4,500 government
employees, the Punjab legisla-
ture and the High Court.

~ A huge monument — an open
hand — dominates the Capitol.

It signifies, to use Le Corbus-
ier's words, that the city would
offer "All amenities of life to
the poorest of the poor citizens
to lead a dignified life."

Indian writer Nayantara
Nehru's niece, said
Chandigarh had been an "in-
vestment in the future of India.”

"Punjab had been through a
kind of hell and people were left
insecure, Chmgigarh was an

attempt at resurrecting one's
self-world — a brand new capi-
tal unlike anything India had
seen before,” '

Sahgal said Nehru had
hoped to change Indian perspec-
tives on living by c[eatinF a city

a

that was clean, well-planned
and orderly,
But the glory of Chandigarh

is a thing of the past although
city restaurateur Puneet Sethi
said living conditions were still
better then any other Indian
city.

"There is regular water and
electricity. The air is cleaner
and traffic is better.”

However population has in-
creased several-fold to some
three million Le Corbusier's
buildings and specially created
lapestries for them are in a
state of utter disrepair,

The city now serves as the
capital of three states following
the 1966 partition of Punjab
into two provinces and the ele-
vation of Chandigarh to quasi-
statehood.

Charles Correa, India's best-
known architect said the jdea
behind Chandigarh was flawed
since it catered only to the
needs of the well-heeled.
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Fighting in Freetown
intensifying

FREETOWN, Jan 10: Fight-
ing in Sierra Leone's capital ap-
peared (o be intensifying be-
tween a Nigerian-led West
Alrican force and rebels hold-

- ing eastern parts of the shat-

tered city, reports Reuters.

Witnesses saw helicopters
ferry scores of wounded soldiers
on Saturday from Freetown to
the international airport at
Lungi where the ECOMOG force
has its main base.

"l saw 60 or 70 wounded
ECOMOG men evacuated. They
looked like fresh injuries," one
witness, who declined to be
named, told Reuters,

The casualties provided
fresh evidence that ECOMOG
has begun a counter-offensive
after it was caught hopping last
Wednesday and allowed the
Revolutionary United Front
(RUF) to capture central and

* Nigeria, West

eastern districts of Freetown,

Aid workers are worried that
food and water for hundreds of
thousands of civilians trapped
in the city by the fighting is Eist
running out. Electric power and
telephones have been cut.

Nigerian Alpha Jet war-
glanes took off from Lungi on

aturday to pound rebel posi-
tions.

Military analysts estimate
ECOMOG's strength has swollen
to at least 15, men after re-
inforcermnents were rushed in.
The vast maﬂurit}r are from

frica’s giant, but
Ghana and Guinea have also
sent contingents.

ECOMOG, in common with
the UN Security Council and
former colonial power Britain,
is backing President Ahmad Te-
jan Kabbah.

Rival Iraqi Kurd
leaders agree
to implement

peace deal

CAIRO, Jan 10: Two Iraqgi
Rurdish leaders agreed Satur-
day to implement a US-bro-
kered peace deal between their
rival factions, reports AP,

The meeting between Mas-
soud Barzani of the Kurdistan
Democratic Party and Jalal Ta-
labani of the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan was the first in the
Kurdish autonomous zone in
northern Iraq since 1994, when
the factions started fighting for
control of the region. They have
met several times abroad.,

They ended their two-da
talks Saturday at Barzani's
headquarters in the town of
Salah ad-Din, said a KDP
statement faxed to The Associ-
ated Press in Cairo.

Fresh clashes erupt in Kosovo

Mediators trying to release

captive Y'slav soldiers

PRISTINA, Jan 10: New
fighting in Kosovo added ur-
gency to international media-
tors' efforts to avoid wider vio-
lence and gain the release of
Ei%ht Yugoslav soldiers held by
ethnic Albanian pguerillas, re-
ports AP,

Clashes between Yugoslav
Army forces and the rebel
Kosovo Liberation Army were
reported by both Serb and Al-
banian sources Saturday as ne-
gotiators worked past an after-
noon deadline set by the army
for the soldiers' release.

The Serb Media Centre re-
ported two police were wounded
in fighting in a village near Po-
dujevo, a town 30 km north of
the provincial capital, Pristina.
and east of the site where the
soldiers were abducted Friday.
According to the Albanian-run
Kosovo Information Centre,
government forces attacked five
villages in the area.

Reporters head shells ex-
ploding and saw refugees fleeing
from at least five villages
around Podujevo. Sounds of fir-
ing in the north were heard late
Saturday in Pristina.

Observers from the Organi-
sation for Security and Coop-

eration in Europe were trying to
persuade the rebels to release
the soldiers, captured Friday af-
ter they took a wrong turn into
rebel territory.

The Albanian government
also agreed Saturday to ask the
rebels to free the Yugoslav sol-
diers, the new chairman of the
OSCE, Knut Vollebeak, said in
Tirana, Albania.

"l have been assured of the
commitment of the Albanian
government to do this,"” said
Vollebeak, who is also Norway's
foreign minister,

International officials fear
an escalation of violence will
destroy an already shak
ceasefire reached on October 1
to end seven months of fighting
in Kosovo, an ethnic Albanian-
majority provinceé of Serbia,
Ifugnslavia's dominant repub-
ic.

Nitsch Heintz, a spokesman
for OSCE observers in Kosovska
Mitrovica, the northwestern
town near where the soldiers
were abducted, told The Associ-
ated Press by phone that ob-
servers were with the captives
and confirmed the eight sol-
diers were in good condition.
Seven were allowed to call their

families, Heintz said.

Reacting to the abductions,
governmenl f[orces gathered
early Saturday lor a retaliatory
crackdown, moving from
Pristina northwest toward
Kosovska Mitrovica and north
toward Podujevo.

Hours later, Yugoslavia's
state-run news agency, Tanjug,
sald military operations had
started around Podujevo, al-
though the level of reported vio-
lence was low.

Throughout the day, about
20 tanks were poised along
roads and around villages in
both areas. Witnesses near
Kosovska Mitorvica, 25 miles
northwest of Pristina, saw six
tanks and troops, backed by
other combat vehicles and sol-
diers in full battle gear and
readiness.

In a separate confrontation,
three KLA rebels were shot dead
by Serb police near the western
town of Decani on Saturday, the
Serb Media Centre reported.
The center said the guerillas
opened fire on a regular police
patrol which fired back,

The violence has increased
fears that the three-month
ce‘:aseﬁm may be on the verge
of falling apart.
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tanks in the village

e

u Stari Trg, near Kosovska Mitrovica, some 40

km northwest of Pristina Saturday. The army launched action in the willage to release
eight soldiers, seized Friday by the Kosovo Liberation Army.

— AP/UNB photo
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Israel urged to implement peace deals

Japan supports creation
of Palestinian state

AMMAN. Jan 10: Japan on
Saturday pledged its backing
for the creation of an indepen-
dent Palestinian state and
urged Israel to imFlemﬂnt peace
deals with the Palestinians, re-
ports AFP.

On the eve of a wvisit by
Japanese Foreign Minister
Masahiko Komura to the Pales-
tinian lerritories and Israel,
the minister's spokesman told
reporiers in Amman. Japan's
priority was to promote the
peate process at a “"erucial"
slage.

"The most important thing
is to ask the Israeli side to im-
plement their agreements sin-
cerely and to the fullest extent

ossible said spokesman
asaki Okada.

Israel has frozen its imple-
mentation of last October's Wye

River peace deal with tlie Pales-
finlans which requires lirther
Israeli troop withdrawal from
the West Bank. Israel claims the
Palestinians are not living up
to their security commitments.

Japan is "staying on (the
Palestinians) side as long as
they are patient, said Okada,
speaking on behalf of the for-
eign minister who is in Amman
as part of a tour of the Middle
East.

"We will try to encourage
them to be patient, he said.

‘Japan agrees in principle
that the Palestinians have the
riﬁht to self-determination
which includes the right to
their own state.

But he added that it would be
‘unwise" and "counterproduc-
tive" to unilaterally declare
statehood on May 4.

= | Mahathir revamps Cabinet

to reassert control

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 10:
Prime Minister Mahathir Mo-
hammad has moved swiftly to
reassert control with a Cabinet
revamp which put loyalists in
key posts and filled a political
vacuum, politicians and diplo-
mats said, reports AFP.

Mahathir, under pressure to
name a deputy and relinquish
the Home Ministry, named
Foreign Minister Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi, 59, to both po-
sitions in a weekend reshuffle
that caught the country by sur-
prise.

The opposition had de-
manded that Mahathir give up
the Enwerful Home Ministry,
which controls the country's in-
ternal security apparatus, after
an official finding implicated
police in the beating of his de-
tained former deputy Anwar
Ibrahim,

A power gap also emerged in
the Untied Malays National Or-
gzemisaimn (UMNO)] after the

ptember firing of Anwar, who

headed a large faction in the
party which dominates the
ruling National Front coali-
tion.

Party officials said UMNO
members fell in line behind
Mahathir's choice of deputy,
easing worries over succession
if something happens to him.
Mahathir, 73, has been in

wer since 1981 and has had a

eart bypass.

"He is responding to pressure
within his own party, it seems,"”
a Southeast Asian diplomat
told AFP. "Having no deputy is
not reassuring. whether inter-
nally or to the outside world.”

Another Asian diplomat
said the reshuffle was "a way of
sharing around the responsibil-
ity and blame."

"It was well-coordinated, he
defused the situation a little."
he said. adding that "There is
now a clear line of succession,
the immediate issue has been
addressed.”
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British supermodel Naomi Campbell

ﬂn parade during the

(Gianni Versace men's collection for Fall Winter 1999/2000

unveiled in Milan Saturday.

— AP/UNB photo

- Reluctant to be a princess

LONDON : Royal fiancee Sophia Rhys-Jones, who marries
Prince Edward later this year, has told the queen she does not
want to be a princess because of comparisons with Diana, re-
puns HFP- v - Mﬁ'ﬁﬂ‘l}:

According to Sunday's s ;
British press, Rhys-Jonespgd
resents media comparisons of ¥
her strong resembiance to the Bk
late princess and wants to be
recognised in her own right. ?
e Sunday Telegraph said p. oo
she had told Quegn Elizabeth o
she did not want to become a [}
princess when she marries Lthe [
monarch's youngest son.

. Nor does she want to be g
known as 'her Royal Highness T
the Princess Edward,” which
would be her official title,
believing it is old-fashioned to §
be known by her husband's§
name, - o

The solution would be for the & &8
queen to make Edward a duke —8
royal experts say the dukedom @&
of Cambridge is the most likely. S

Edward, 34, and Rhys-Jones,;’
33, announced their engage-
ment Wednesday after five
years of courtship. ; SR R S

They have not yet set a date or venue for the wedding, but t is
expected to be held at St George's Chapel in Windsor, west of
London, by summer,

Since the engagement, she has been compared im:essantf_y to
Diana in press accounts here, complete with photographs of the
two women in similar clothes and poses.

Rhys-Jones' ready smile, blonde hair and blue eyes strongly
recall Diana, the late ex-wife of Edward's older brother Charles.

Noble heirs in hot water

over art heritage

FLORENCE, Italy: A Florence prosecutor has charged heirs of
Italy's noble Medici family with endangering the country's art
heritage by selling or loaning out precious paintings, newspa-
pers reported Saturday, says _

Prosecutor Luciano Trovato based his charges on an 18th-
century Medici catalogue, arguing that the 486 work family
collection is no longer complete.

Trovato filed the charges Friday under a rarely used law
meant to safeguard works deemed national treasures. *

Part of the complaint deals with a painting titled "Samson'’s
R:ven%e," said to have been done by Peter Paul Rubens when the
Flemish master was in Italy in the early 1600s. Some art schol-
ars challenge whether the work is authentic.

Trovato asked that the painting be brought from the Getty

, Museum in Los Angeles to Florence for examination, then re-

turned.
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