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Dravid ton goes to waste | -y

line of fire

CHRISTCHURCH, New Zea-
land, Jan 9 [AFP/ Internet):
Australia's top umpire, Darrell

Mbeki makes |
it clear

CAPE TOWN, Jan 9 (Reuters/
Internet); South Africa's cricket

27

Hrishikesh Kanitkar striking \
17

beldly in the late overs.

R Singh run out
Kanitkar not out
Extras: (1b-5, w-8) 11

TAUPQO, New Zea-
land, Jan 9 (AP/-
AFP): New Zea-

-
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The United Cricket Board of
South Africa responded by
forming a committee which has
the power to veto the selectors’
choice. It also announced the
creation of a “"transformation
charter” aimed at darkening the
overtly white complexion of the

“They are the conditions for 4

the World Cup so we have to get
used to them,"” Azharuddin said.

"It is not ideal but I have no
major complaints. It was just
uniortunate that it happened at
such a erucial time."

The match was evenly poised
with India having just dis-

later in 1995, have demanded
Hair be punished.

Hair stood down for a one-
day series involving Australia,
Sri Lanka and England in Aus:
tralia, which starts Sunday.

Kishoreganj football

BRISBANE, Jan 9:
For a man claim-
ing to be unaf-
fected by cricket's
match-fixing sc-
s | andal, Shane Wa-
rme spent a lot of time talking
about the issue on Saturday,

"Certain parts of the media
have tried to link both ... and
there's a few papers that are def-
initely in the hands of my
lawyers, over the past couple of
days definitely."

Warne was also critical of
those who questioned his ap-

liked me in the past for what-
ever reason, whether they are
,}ealnus of me, don't like the way
play or don't like the way 1
conduct myself," he said.
"There will always be those
detractors and if you go out and
be yourself and give your best

d reports AP. pointment as acting one-day  every time you play the major-
game in South Africa. Eﬂsﬁiﬁ"andﬁ-gfﬂ%ﬂm;ﬁenc?ﬁg Itna emerge As acting captain of the captain following skipper Steve ity of the public have been llan—
GD{)Ch in f&VOllr Of floodlights went out. Australian limited-overs side  Waugh's withdrawal with an in- tastic. If they actually read the

domestic overhaul

LONDON, Jan 9 (AFP/ Inter-
net): Tour manager Graham
Gooch returned to London
without the Ashes trophy on

. On the third ball after the
restart, Chris Cairns was
caught at long off for 23 but
Adam Parore and Chris Harris
steered New Zealand to within
six runs of the target.

After Harris was run out for

champions

KISHOREGANJ, Jan 9: Itna
emerged champions in the
Kishoreganj inter-thana foot-
ball tournament beating Kisho-
reganj Sadar by 4-2 goals in tie-
breaker at the local stadium on

to open the triangular series
against England at the Gabba
on Sunday, Warne's opening
comments to the media were
dominated by his recent in-
volvement in the Pakistani ju-
dicial inquiry into the affair.

jury.
"Some people have never

Dighton shin_es
for W Australia

facts then they will know what
happened.”

England captain Alec Stew-
art said Saturday he does not
believe the inquiry will affect
Australia's ormance in the
S€ries opener.

Friday and said only a radical | 13, Dion Nash joined P Warne claimed he had been "What has happened has
shalcg-up of dnmesjlrzic cricket | and m; nm;?gd{g ?1-?.3 tarag:;;re Saturday, reports UNB. _ victimized by the media and ADELAIDE, Jan 9 (Reuters/ happened," Stewart said. "It
could put England's Test team The feature of New Zealand's The match rolled into tie- | hinted that he may take legal Internet); Western Australian didn't affect them in the Test

back on the Test map.

Gooch, a former England
captain, said a memorable win
in Melbourne and a fight to the
finish in Sydney in the last two
Tests had offered some hope for
English cricket.

ut he felt that big changes
were needed in the domestic
game before England could ex-
pect to welcome another tri-
umphant touring party back
from down under.

‘We have got to radically
look at the domestic structure.
We are putting into place a na-

run chase was a 105-run part-
nership between McMillan and
Matthew Horne. Horne made 57

off 62 balls and McMillan 73 off

115 balls.

Earlier, Dravid scored his
third century in six days
against New Zealand after
scores of 190 and 103 not out in
the third Test,

Dravid came to the crease in
the third over after Sachin
Tendulkar had been dismissed
for a duck on the fifth ball.

Dravid started slowly but
grew in confidence, receiving

breaker after the two team were
locked 1-1 pgoals during the
stipulated time.

Mokhles put Itna ahead in
the 8th minute while Kabir
scored the equaliser for Sadar
in the 17th minutes.

National striker Imtiaz
Ahmed Nakib and national
stopper Jewel Rana played for
the champions.

LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Zillur Rahman witnessed
the final as chief guest and dis-
tributed the prizes while Deputy
Speaker of Jatiya Sangsad Ab-

action against sections of it for
what he believed was unfair
treatment.

He said some of the media
had drawn unfair parallels be-
tween his involvement with an
Indian boockmaker and an at-

v tempted bribe offer from Salim

Malik of Pakistan.

"One of the most disappoint-
ing things, [ think, is parts of
the media (and) the constant
innuendo to match-fixing and
bribery," Warne said.

"As an Australian living in
Australia you would expect a

opener Michael Dighton made
95 as the visitors took first in-
nings points on the second da
of their Sheffield Shield matci
against South Australia on
Saturday. l

Dighton, playing only his
secungdh Shield n};atcg:h, led the
way as Western Australia
reached 330 for nine in reply to
South Australia's 284 for nine
declared.

The 22-year-old Dighton,
who was drugp-ed late in the day
at slip, faced 216 balls, hitting
10 fours and three sixes. He was

series and there's no reason it
should affect them here in the
one-dayers."

The likely teams for Sun-
day’s match:

AUSTRALIA: Mark Waugh,
Adam Gilchrist, Ricky Ponting,
Darren Lehmann, Michael Be-
van, Greg Blewett, Shane Warne
(captain), Brendon Julian, Brad
Young, Damien Fleming, Glenn
McGrath.

ENGLAND: Nick Knight,
Alec Stewart (captain), Graeme
Hick, Mark Alleyne, Neil Fair-
brother, Adam Hollioake, Mark

tional league this year and go- good support from Saurav Gan- oA 2 e SV dul Hamid was present as spe- | little bett~r but at the same time  well supported by Simon Katich Ealham, Robert Croft, Darren
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"We have got to produce
tougher, leaner and more com-
etitive domestic cricket. In the
ong run, our Test side will ben-
efit from that.

that the Ashes looked set to re-
main a five-Test series at least
for the immediate future.

The International Cricket
Council are reported to be keen
to keep the longer Ashes show-
downs despite rumours that
England's poor recent run of
form and the pressure for some
sort of world championship
could shorten the traditional
series.

"England against Australia
is the big one for England play-

balls and 181 minutes and he
hit eight fours.

India scored 83 in the final
10 overs with Robin Singh, and

Indian captain Mohammad Azharuddin square-cuts
during the first one-day international against New

Zealand yesterday.

— AP/UNB photo

NEW DELHI, Jan 9
(Reuters/ Inter-
net): Former In-

noj Prabhakar,
e —— _J whose allegations
in 1997 of corruption”in the
ame were later dismissed,
clieves recent developments
have proved him right.

On Sunday the International

dian cricketer Ma- -

captain Imran Khan as sayin
that match-fixing does take
place.

"Match-fixing was done,
How much, I've no idea. But
there were some matches which
were fixed," Imran told the
daily.
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ears earlier Warne and Waugh

were both fined by the Aus-
tralian Cricket Board (ACB) for
accepting money from an In-
dian bookmaker in exchange
for pitch and weather informa-
tion.

Since then a number of other
players have said they were also
approached by bookmakers.

The ICC is expected to ap-

Gil supporters
_take to the

MARBELLA, Spain, Jan 9:
Several thousand demonstra-
tors marched through
Mediterranean resort of Mar-
bella Friday night in support of
Mayor Jesus Gil, jailed on
charges of embezzling taxpayer
money to benefit a soccer team
he owns, reports AP.

Police said up to 10,000 peo-
ple snaked through the streets
of Marbella, working their way
from a park to the courthouse

the

Lara calls for compassio

! West Indies cap-
| tain Brian Lara
appealed on Fri-
day for Caribbean

—————=1 cricket fans to get
behind his struggling players,
saying thal sometime you need
a friend when you are down,
reports Reuters.

. It may not seemn so, but we
too are hurting," Lara said in
his column in the Barbados Na-
tion newspaper after West In-

out."

The tour of South Africa, the
lirst by West Indies since the
dismantling of apartheid, has
been a disaster for the visitors.
Before it started Lara was
stripped of the captaincy after a
player boycott over match
payments. He was later rein-
stated.

You can't creaﬁe .stégn char-. k¥ g L | b P — .
acter overnight,"” he a % oG R T C T Y - =L i, LT .
+====v= Prabhakar feels vindicated | ..streets GPRIRE T s o e s s

ries 5-0 because South Africa
were second to the Australia in
the world rankings and West
Indies were playing Australia
SOOI1.

He said injuries to Courthey
Walsh, fellow fast bowler Curtly
Ambrose and Frankly Rose had
not helped. But he was still
hopeful that the situation could
be saved.

"It is a major challenge to,
not only me, but the entire team

Cricket Council (ICC) begin a oint a commission to i t1- h ' ti is- | dies were left trailing 4-0 by management. If we can some-
ers. It's the one th 1l want t 2 : P : inves where an investigating magis . : ! _
tlay f.and Iwol lilate ﬁ? Eﬁg two-day meeting in Christch- gate the whole issue. trate announced Thursday he E‘;;th Africa in their Test se- how lift ourselves, I still believe

that devalued by a shorter se-
ries,"” he added.

Meanwhile, England play
Australia on January 10th in
the first day of the triangular
one-day series which wnﬂﬂup
champions Sri Lanka also
compete in.

France might
escape WC
tickets fine

PARIS, Jan 9 (Reuters/ In-
ternet): France might escape be-
ing fined over its controversial

urch at which the main topic on

the agenda will be allegations of

bribery and corruption.

Prabhakar had written in a
magazine column that he was
offered 2.5 million rupees
($70.000) by a teammate to sab-
otage a match against Pakistan
in Sri Lanka in 1994.

It prompted India's cricket
authnr:i!;jes t}t]:u order an investi-
gation but the ensuing in
said it did not find an}rg truc{huj;‘:}{
the allegations,

"What I said in the past has
roved to be true. My stand has
een vindicated," Prabhakar

told the news agency.

"If a cricketer feels that in
spite of his putting his best
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But the pgame's %nvemjng
body, which normally keeps
well clear of any contentious is-
sues, will find it hard to con-
front the ugly face of match-fix-
ing,

The ICC chief executive ad-
mitted Saturday they had first
to establish the structure and
processes for dealing with any
cricketer found guilty of being
involved in betting or bribery.

Richards said the interna-
tional body must be empowered
to make tough decisions but it
raised queries about the juris-
diction of the ICC to act in other
countries.

‘We have a vital role to play
in these bribery issues but

was sending Gil to jail to keep
him from destroying evidence.

The demonstrators Chanted
slogans in favour of Gil, one of
the most controversial and out-
spoken figures in the Spanish
sports world, and carried ban-
ners, some of them reading, "We
support our mayor to the
death."

The protesters included local
jet-setters and members of the
city council, as well as support-
ers of Gil's political party,
called GIL (the Spanish
Acronym for Independent Lib-
eral Group) who were brought in
from other towns on chartered
buses.

Gil, 65, is suspected of fun-

"In the eircumstances, it
would be nice to hear some word
of comfort from our own people
back home.

"We are in the middle of a
world of negatives here in
South Africa, how nice it would
be for the President of my own
country to say something to us
— to offer a word of reassurance
or consolation,” he said in his
column. "It's not too late."

After a 149-run defeat in the
fourth Test on Wednesday, West
Indies face the possibility of
losing a series 5-0 for the first
time. Their previous worst was
a 5-1 defeat in Australia in
1975-76.

the talent is there. All we need
is the belief in ourselves.”

V-Day juvenile
chess ends

Yanur Rahman emerged un-
beaten champion in the under-
16 age group of the Victory-Day
Shisu Kishore chess competi-
tion .securing full five points,
reports UNB.

Zainul Abedin finished run-
ner-up in the group collecting
four points.

In the 13-14 age group, Jyoti
Pal Mitra became champion
with four points while Ashraful
Alam finished second having

methods for selling match tick- | years into the game his future is Allegations of corruption what's up for debate is if the ICC | neli m The fifth Test starts at Cen- ‘It seems unfortunate that three points.

ets for the 1998 World Cup fi- | not secure, then he ma get have bge_gﬂn around for Eﬂme has jurﬂdictm in sovereign | tas %‘gfﬂmﬁui%uu?;g?g? ?Islﬁ_ turion Park, Pretoria, on Jan- the only time we hear from our Minhazuddin clinched the

nals, lured by money. After all, ev- time. In 1994 Australian Test countries if there is criminality ' | lion euros) in city money to uary 15. people back home is when we title in the 11-12 age group
Jacques Lambert, the chief erybody wants a security for the trio Shane Warne, Mark Waugh  involved," Richards said. benefit Atletico de Madrid. a Lara himself has failed to are on top. No one ever bothers while Ishtiaquddin placed sec-

execulive of the organising | future” Prabhakar said. and Tim May accused Paﬁ- The ICC's biggest problem in | first-division soccer team of | hit a Test century since his ap- to call or even send messages to  ond. '

Egymnﬂttee (CFO) said on Fri- The ICC has finally been istan's Salim Malik of offering  attempting to root out corrup- | which he is president and | Pointment as captain a year age  us when we are doing badly." he In the under-10 age group,

He also said the figure of 350
million franes (S60 million)

forced to take up the issue fol-
lowing a spate of allegations by
other major Test players.

them bribes to play poorly.
Those charges were dis-
missed by an inquiry four years

tion is that it possesses little
genuine power -- its constitu-
tion only allows recommenda-

OWTIEeT .,
Two of his closest business

and he did not spare himself
any criticism.
. "Nobody likes a loser. You'd

wrote in his column.
"There are individuals here
who are doing well, I would wel-

Nazir Arefin became champi-
ons securing three points while
Tanveer Hossain finished run-

ﬁr?suﬁ ﬁnﬁ}?&um the finals pub- Kirti Azad, another former ago but surfaced again last year  tions not substantial action. glst?*?cﬂate?me 13;31 ﬁtﬁ??&?ﬂ%‘ probably be surprised to know  come some kind of encourage-  ner-up with same points.

c n France on Thursday ;ndian Test player, commented: when the Pakistan Cricket "That's an issue we have to on bail that I'm Included among that ment for them. A total of 42 players took
waﬁl:‘;"fﬂngt- If international cricketers are  Board recommended a fresh in-  address." Richards said. The cases centres on a deal | &roup. It's difficult to motivate . ‘There was a time when Ire-  part in four age groups of the
it nf?i ;gdﬂﬁnlﬂtl?]lﬂ [Ffﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂa will | turning around and saying they vestigation into match-fixing It was unlikely the Council | under which the city sponsored and get players to perform their  ceived so many messages that | two-day Swiss ague basis
bt a fine, - | have been offered money, then and ribery and have been re-  would seek to impose penalties | the team. Atletico ‘is the only | Dest given the current situa- had to stay up very late in the competition, organised by

' it shows that there is something peated again at a hearing this  on past offenders. Spanish club sponsored by a tion," he wrote. night just to read them, these Kendrio Khelaghar Asar in co-

He said the European Com-
mission stated its case to the
CFO at the end of August and the
French organisers replied with
their defence of their methods

more than meets the eye. There
is no smoke without fire."

The Times of India newspa-
per quoted former Pakistani

week.

The whole issue became fur-
ther clouded last month when it
was admitted publicly that four

This would leave Pakistan to
sanction former captains
Wasim Akram and Salim Ma-
lik if found guiity,

town hall rather than a private
company. The name Marbella
is displayed in large letters
across the front of the team's

"The reality is that we have
found ourselves in a hole from

days the fax machine is idle."
Lara said West Indies were

operation with Bangladesh
Chess Federation. P
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