...........
ol s re a

...........

do our Piece yﬂl] Cangiraye WOUF DERE |

Licensee of Federal Express Covporation

For more information call-Dhaka, Tel ; 9565114,
9883927, 9130647, 894213, B0BA03 DEPZ 9338931
Chittagong, Tel : (031) 712127, CEPZ (031) 740108
Khulna, Tel : (041) 725008, N'Ganj, Tel : 9714336

UHAKA DUNUAY, JAINUAKY 11U, 1YYy

Ideal gift for any occassion.

Instalment facility
only for purchases above Tk. 7,500

available

Transcom Electronics Limited

Official licensee of Philips Electronics N.V. for lighting products, radio and TV sets.

Dhaka: 815307-10 Ctg.: 716353, 723578 Khulna: 720304 Bogra: 6215
Visit your nearest Philips Display Centre today

Ld!:mak&fhhgsbdfw
= PHILIPS

Dhaka-Ctg Highway

PM lays foundation

of five bridges

MUNSHIGANJ, Jan 9: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has
urged the opposition to help the
government in continue its de-
velopment ‘activities instead of
finding issues for unnecessary
movement, report agencies.

"Don't lmgofur creating is-
sues, rather compete with us by
creating movement on the is-
sues of socio-economic devel-
opment and giving programimes
acceptable to the people,” she
said calling upon the opposi-
tion to assist the government in
continuing its uplift activities.

hddressin% a function of
foundation laying of five
bridges on Dhaka-Chittagong
Highway at Baushia, Hasina
said: "Don't create sufferings for
the people in hunting issues,
rather allow the government to
complete its ongoing develop-
ment artivities.”

Tue prime minister laid the

foundation of five new and wide
(four lane) bridges on the
vhaka-Chittagong Highway at
Bhaterchar.
- Later she addressed a meet-
ing at the Frhpnsed Engineers
Staff College premises at
Baushia.

Hasina said the government
is planning to construct "alter-
native roads” for local use adja-
cent to highways for smooth
and safe communication.

. "We are going to adopt a plan
to that end to reduce pressure on
the highways and ensure a
smooth transportation in the
long distances,” she said.

he said under the new plan
the communications, and LGRD
and cooperatives ministries
would jointly construct the al-
ternative roads parallel or ad-
jacent to highways for local
communication. :

"This will make the high-
ways safe and smooth for
movement of vehicles."

All between 26 and 40 kilo-
metres northeast of Dhaka, the
bridges are being reconstructed
at a cost of Taka 123 crore with
financial assistance from
Japan and Asian Development
Bank.

The bridges, which were
originally two-lane ones, will
have four lanes after the recon-
struction under a project which
is expected to be completed by
2000. ;

. "This is an important project
in our continued programmes
for developing the
communication infrastructure
as it would ensure a speedy and
safe road link between the capi-
tal and the port city of Chit-
tagong,” Hasina said.

The bridges to be recon-
structed are: 90-meétre long
Marikhali bridge, 215-metre
long Asharichar-1, 120-metre
long Asharichar-2, 164 metre-
long Bhaterchar and 60-metre
long Madhya Baushia bridge.

Sheikh Hasina: said the gov-
ernment has already an-
nounced that the general elec-
tion would be held in 2000, one
year ahead of the expiry of its
tenure.

'In one sense, we've already
accepted your demand ... de-
cided to hold election earlier.
We work for the welfare of the

people, we don't hanker after

power," she said.

The government is toilin
day and night to ensure the re
development of the people, and
the opposition should allow the
government to complete its
task, she said. "We want cooper-
ation from the opposition, we

want development of the na-
tion,"

She said it is not possible for
the opposition to build up
movement on artificial issues,

“The general election will be
held under a caretaker govern-
ment, and the party which will
do good for the people will be
elected by the people.”

Two and a half years is very
little for giving a shape to the
development activities, the

‘prime minister said.

She said the people have al-
ready started getting fruits of
some of these development
works, but they will get full
benefits of the activities later.

Police dismantle terforist
hideout in Karachi: 6 held

KARACHI, Jan 9: Pakistani
police today dismantled a key
terrorist hideout in central
Karachi and arrested six people
after a tense hostage drama and
a gunbattle in which a police in-
formant died. a senior official
said, reports AFP.

A heavy police contingent in
more than a dozen armoured
personnel carriers launched an
operation in the volatile Li-
aquatabad district where ter-
rorists used to take shelter, the
city police chief Farooq Amin
Qureshi told reporters.

The suspects holed up in a
three-storey building located
deep in the cungestecF area and
took hostage several women

Indo-US talks
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tails of US efforts to persuade
India to sign a global test ban
treaty and join the nuclear non-
proliferation regime.

India says it is willing to ne-
gotiate its signature into the
test ban treaty but differences
remain on how to go about it.

New Delhi insists on a
"minimum nuclear deterrence"
while Washington wants India
to hold off its missile develop-
ment prograrmmme and cut off its
nuclear weapons material pro-
duction.

US officials say they are
bound by law to maintain the
sanctions, which they see as a
hindrance to trade.

and children of a family living
on the ground floor, he said.

They gunned down a civilian
informant when he tried to en-
ter the premises, Qureshi said.

After a day-long siege and an
exchange of Eﬂ: with police, the
six agreed to surrender follow-
ing assurances they would not
be killed, he added.

He said police seized seven
Kalashnikov assault rifles,

¢ Lhree pistols and a light ma-

chine gun (LMG) with hundreds
of rounds from the building.

The official said the seizure
of the LMG was the "first in the
history of Karachi.” It was
mounted on the roof of the
building to ward off any secu-
rity swoops, he added.

31-member body

to conduct
RUCSU polls

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY,
Jan 9: A 31-member advisory
cominitiee has been formed for
conducting the election of
RUCSU and students represen-
tatives to the Senate, reports
APB. ,

Ex-officio president of
RUCSU and Vice-Chancellor of
Rajshahi University Prof Abdul
Khaleque announced the com-
mittee recently with treasurer
Prof Mohammad Nurullah as
its convenor.

Terrible truc

These lorries are not to be parked there on the Bangshal Road, the crucial link between
downtown Dhaka and river terminal Sadarghat. Added to it are the anachronistic
rickshaws and pushcarts, causing the congestion that our photographer Sk Enamul Hag
framed yesterday. As Haq and his Star colleagues are fighting a seemingly losing battle
against the capital’s one of worst diseases, we pretend to be optimistic by printing the
same old picture. Will those calling the shots wake up? |
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DSE slaps penalty
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away by unfair means,” the
councillor said.

The DSE surveillance offi-
cials unearthed the manipula-
tion in mid-November last
after widespread allegations
about excessive trading in cer-
tain stocks.

A preliminary investigation
by the DSE surveillance offi-
c:s = "=and out the unfair deals
and compiled it in a 600-page
report which was submitted to
the council. -

The surveillance team found
‘that SPM Ltd made share prices
inflate, dealing as much as 72
per cent of the volume of total
trade in the company’'s shares
on November 3, 15‘98*

After the surveillance team
report, DSE formed a six-mem-
ber committee. The committee
confirmed the findings that
SPM Ltd traded huge volumes of
Quasem Silk (QS) stocks for a
particular client and inflated
its prices to gain {rom it.

“The firm traded double the
number of available shares in
the market. The abnormal po-

sition ultimately made another
member to be a short seller.
And that short seller had no al-
ternative but to buy back the al-
ready sold shares at a dictated
price of SPM. In this way the
said firm has induced the mar-
ket as a whole and thereafter,
sold the shares by inducing the
other persons by deceiving
them to purchase the Quasem
Silk stocks, which others would
not have done if they had not
been deceived,” the report said.

The investigation also re-
vealed that the firm made an.
outright profit of Tk 38 lakh
from the deals. In addition to
this, it also retained 1.20 lakh
shares, worth Tk 30 lakh.

“The firm raised the price of
the shares from Tk 21.50 to Tk

26.00 by gradual purchase,” the .

report said.

The Council then referred
the matter to another commit-
tee for further inquiry and its
suggestion for action.

lier, SEC had asked DSE
to look into the matter follow-
ing press reports on the abnor-
mal transactions involving
Quasem Silk stocks.

Kissinger secretly offered help

to China against Soviets!

WASHINGTON, Jan 9: Advis-
ing Chinese leaders that the So-
viels were determined to amass
enough nuclear weapons to de-
stroy their country, Hen
Kissinger secretly offered US
satellite information and a hot
line to China long before the

communist government gained-

American diplomatic recogni-
tion, reports AP.

"We would be prepared, at
your request, through whatever
sources you wish, to give you
whatever information we have
about the disposition of Soviet
forces,” Kissinger told Huang
Hua, the Chinese ambassador to
the United Nations, in 1971.

The specific reference was to
Soviet forces deployed during
the war that year between India
and Pakistan. But Kissinger of-
fered a-web of intelligence shar-
ing in meetings with Chinese
leaders including Chairman
Mao Tse-tung and Premier
Chou En-lai in November 1973,

"There are no secrets with
(you about) the Soviet Union,”
Kissinger told Mao. "There is
nothing we are doing with the
Soviet Union that you do not
know."

According to transcripts of
top-secret talks Kissinger held

as US national security adviser
and as secretary of state under
Presidents Richard Nixon and
Gerald Ford in the 1970s, he
played China against Russia
with inventive triangular
diplomacy.

The transcripts of secret
conversations that may have
changed history are being pub-
lished by the National Security
Archive of George Washington
University, for release Sunday.
These were obtained through
freedom-of-information re-
quests and other means, the
privaté group said.

Kissinger's office said he was
traveling and was not available
for comment on the disclosures.

Interspersed in the docu-
ments are flashes of Kissinger's
celebrated wit.

" Chou told him, for instance,
that China was giving only
limited support to revolutions
in Latin America, and "we are
still learning.” Kissinger
quipped: "I hope you don't learn
too fast.”

Tough remarks also are at-

tributed to him.

+He told British Primme Minis-
ter James Callaghan in 1974:
"As everyvone knows, the Soviet
leaders belong to the most un-

. detente with Soviet

pleasant group one can deal
with, Their capacity to lie on
matters of common knowledge
is stupendous.” |

A document from 1976
quotes Kissinger as saying to
President Ford about the Chi-
nese leadership: "They are cold,
pragmatic bastards.

During the 1970s, President
Nixon was pursuing a policy of
leader
Leonid Brezhnev. The aim was
to lessen tensions in various
areas of the world, while com-
peting actively in others.

At the same time, Nixon was
preparing for US diplomatic
recognition of China, which
eventually happened under
President Carter in 1979. A se-
cret Kissinger trip to Beijing in
1971, then Nixon's highly pub-
licised visit in 1972 set the
course for the historic change.

Briefing Chou on the Soviels
on Nov 10, 1973, in the Great
Hall of the People, Kissinger
sald it was in the interests of
the United States to prevent a
Soviet nuclear attack on China.

"They warit us to accept the
desirability of destroying Chi-
na's - nuclear capability,”
Kissinger said, according to a
transcript of the conversation.
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Police forcibly arrest members of
Vishwa Hindu Parishad and the
Bombay Saturday. Christian org
militant right wing Hindu groups for the

properties in Dangs district, 300 kms north of Bombay.

the Congress Party who raised slogans condemning the
Bajrang Dal, both militant right wing Hindu groups, in
anisations and human rights groups have blamed various
Christmas Day attacks on churches and church
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US to increase jets
in 'no-fly' zones

WASHINGTON, Jan 9: The
United States will increase the
number of warplanes patrolling
‘no-fly” zones over Iraq to bet-
ter counter efforts by Saddam
Hussein's forces to shoot down
Western Eiluts. says the US gen-
eral in charge of the region, re-
ports AF.

"I think. clearly, he is trying
to lure us into a possible shoot-
down situation and we are tak-
ing every measure to prevent
that.,” Marine Gen Anthony
Zinni said Friday.

Zinni, leader of US Central

" Command, said he had asked

for another eight F-16 C-J
fighter jets armed with missiles
capable of targeting radar used
by Iraqi air-to-missile sites to
alm at US and British planes.
He also requested four addi-
tional tankers to refuel planes
in flight so they can patrol for
longer periods in the southern
airspace over Iraq.

"We are taking action based
on what Saddam's doing,"
Zinni said,

Iraqi pilots and anti-air-

craft sites have tried four times
since Dec 28 to shoot down US
and British planes patrelling
"no-fly" zones over northern
and southern Iraq. The patrols
began in 1991 and 1992 to pro-
tect Kurds and Shiite Muslims
from Iraqi attack.

Iraq has proclaimed the pa-
trols are illegal. After the Dec
16-19 US and British airstrikes
against Iraq, Saddam pledged to
challenge the no-fly zones,
something his planes ﬁave done
more than 40 times in the past
two weeks, the Pentagon said. .

Violations "range from rac-
ing down and tucking their nose
in and running back, to at-
tempting multiple-plane kinds
of tactical maneuvers against
our forces, trying to work in co-
operation with surface-to-air
missile systems on the ground,"”
Zinni said.

U5 planes have returned
safely to base each time. Iraq
claims that US missiles fired at
its anti-aircraft sites have
killed about a half-dozen sol-
diers and one farmer.

4 incidents of
tire at Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Jan 9: Four
separate fire incidents occurred
in and around the city today,
fire service sources said, reports
BSS.

Two- poultry farms were gut-
ted at Halishar and a thatched
house was damaged at Bepari
Para. A dairy farm and a poul-
try farm were also damaged by
fire at West Kuwaish in the
early hours of today. Two cows
and 3000 chickens were roasted

alive in the fire.
A truck loaded with cotton

was partly damaged by fire
which originated from the
burning end of a cigarette, fire
service sources said.

Abducted girl
| rescued

SIRAJGANJ, Jan 9: Police
today rescued a girl student of a
local madrassah,
three days ago, from Saratia
village in Sadar thana of the
district, reports UNB.

Police also arrested a young
man, Zinnah, on charge of his
involvement in abductin
Shantona, 14; daughter o
Shamsul Hugq of the village and
a student of class VIL.

Miscreants picked up the girl
on Wednesday night from her
house at gun point, police said.

Police rescued
house of the village and ar-

* rested the dynung man after her

father filed a case with the po-
lice on Thursday.

Planned strike in
BCIC postponed

The Sramik Karmachari
Oikya Parishad [SKOP) yester-
day postponed the strike and
other programmes called ear-
lier in BCIC, a press release
said. reports BSS.

Aziz Bhai
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volvement in activities subver-
sive of social and ecornomic in-
terest of the country. Police also
claimed that he had been evad-
ing huge amount of tax while
importing and marketing
goods. :

abducted ’

er from a

Anupom Sen
member of BB
board of directors

Dr Anupom Sen, a professor
of Social Science Department of
Chittagong University, has
been appointed member of the
board of directors of
Bangladesh Bank, a press re-
lease of the university said, re-
ports BSS.

Country's one of the leading
sociologists Prof Sen, presently
an elected Senate and Syndicate
member, joined the sociology
department of the university in
1969 as an assistant professor.

Earlier, he worked in Dhaka
University and Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology (BUET).

Mayor candidate
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ration.” the AL eandidate said
Asked to explain, Rob

claimed that Tayebur Rahman -
- miserably failed to eradicate

mosquito, rehabilitate the
evicted hawkers and present a
planned development of the
city.

Blaming the BNP Mayoral
candidate for politicising the
City corporation, the AL candi-
date alleged that the corpora-
Eun was used for his party poli-

CS.

Rab said he wants the elec-
tion to be held in a free and fair
manner, "If it is held so, you
take it for granted that Tayebur
Rahman will suffer a crushing
defeat.”

'Why will people vote far
BNP candidate? He bluffed the
city dweller by wasting Taka
190 crore through corrupt engi-
neers and dishonest contrac-
tors chm‘n% his long tenure.”

He alleged that Mayor
Tayebur Rahman was solely re-
sponsible for playing of about

. 20,000 unlicensed rickshaws in

the metropolitan area.

"I have parted with Ershad
lor his wrong political deci-
sions. Awami League has a glo-
rious background and I want to
dedicate rest of my life to serve
the people under its banner,
shnwﬁrlqg respect to the Father of
the ation" Bangabandhu

Sheikh Mujibar Rahman, Rob
said.

Impeachment trial
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ties to make sure that we did not
conduct ourselves in a way that
disgraced the Senate,"” said Sen

Robert Beneett, a Utah Republi-

CAT.
Under the accord, the House

' which has appointed 13 Re-

publican members to lead the
prosecution — and the White
House each would get 24 hours
of floor time, about three days,
to present their cases.

Senators would get 16 hours
for questions. When those are
concluded, motions to dismiss
the case and to call witnesses
could be made, they would re-
quire a majority vote,

The House and White House
would have to reconmend a list
of witnesses and have three
hours each to argue why they
should be called. : ~

If the motion to dismiss
fajled and the list of witnesses
was approved, the trial would
recess while the witnesses were
deposed by each side. A second
majority vote would be required
alter the depositions to deter-
mine if any of the wilnesses
wiquld actually be called to tes-
tity.

Each side would get eight
hours for closing arguments,
and each article of impeach-
ment would be voted on at the
conclusion.

“If we can get through this
process as we now have pro-
posed... it will be fair, expedi-
tious and dignified," Senate
Derémcraﬂt: leader Tom Daschle
said.

"House sources said ecu-
tors wanted to call about a half-
dozen witnesses, including key
players such as Lewinsky, Clin-
ton secre Betty Currie and
Clinton friend Vernon Jordan
as well as White House aide
Sidney Blumenthal,

"This puts off a major con-
frontation," New York Demo-
cratic Sen Charles Schumer

said. "We've basically agreed to
start the process going and see if
there can be some kind of
agreement on witnesses later."

The accord followed a caucus
speech by West Virginia Demo-
crat Robert Byrd, who warned
Senators that during the im-
Eeachment process the House

ad "fallen into the black pit of
partisan self-indulgence, the
Senate is teetering on the brink
of that same black pit."

Senators said a four-mem-
ber bipartisan group would
make sure there were safeguards
and guidelines on calling
witnesses and handling po-
tentially salacious testimony,

The vote on the accord was
delayed for a few hours as nego-
tiators tried to nail down the
details, with a dispute arising
over whether new evidence not
included in the House im-
peachment report could be in-
troduced at trial.

But Senators said the open-
ing presentations would have to
be based on the record developed
by the House inquiry. The
introduction of any new evi-
dence later in the trial would
require a majority vote.

“There will be no surprise ey-
idence," Republican Sen
Olympia Snowe of Maine said.

House Judieciary Chairman
Henry Hyde, who will lead the
prosecution, said on Friday
wilnesses were crucial to the
case but added that he appreci-
ated the bipartisan agreement.

"We also look forward, with
Senate Concurrence, to calling
witnesses in support of the evi-
dence." Hyde said.

Witnesses were not called
during the House inquiry be-
cause its role was simply to de-
termine whether charges
against Clinton were war-
ranted, Hyde said.

In the only previous presi-
dential impeachment trial
President Andrew Johnson es-

caped conviction by one vote in
1868.

A

‘Manirul Alam
elected president

of Jatiya
Press Club

Khandker Manirul Alam
was elected the President of the
National Press Club in the re-
polling held yesterday, reports
UNB.

He defeated his lone rival
Muhammad Shafigur Rahman
by 13 votes. The reelection was
required as the two candidates
polled equal number of voles,
240, in the election held on De-
cember 30, 1998.

In the repolling, Manirul
Alam got 252 votes against 239
votes secured by Shafigqur
Rahman,

Two panels coritested the De-
cember 30 election to the 17-
member Managing Committee
of the Press Club. The panel led
by Alam won 10 posts: Presi-
dent, Senior Vice-President,
two Joint Secretaries, Trea-
surer and five members.

The other panel led by Rah-
man secured seven posts: Vice-
President, General Secretary
and five members,

Elected office-bearers are;
President — Khandker Manirul
Alam (Holiday), Sr Vice Presi-
dent — Badiul Alam (Financial -
Express), Vice President — Farid
Hossain (AP), General Secretary
— Shawpan Kumar Shaha
(BSS), Joint Secretaries — Ab-
dur Rahman Khan (Indepen-
dent) and Bakhtiar Rana (UNB)
and Treasurer — Abdul Baten
(Ittefaq).

The elected members: Ka-
maluddin Sabuj (BSS), Golam
Sarwar (Ittefaq), Ziaul Hug
(Ittefag), Parveen Sultana
(Janakantha), Zahiduzzaman
Farooq (Ittefaq). Shafiqul
Karimi Sabu (BSS), Shehabud-
din Ahmed Nafa (Daily Star),
Shamsul Huq Zahid (Dhaka
Courier),, Rawnak Hossain
(Photographer) and Abdal
Ahmed [(Dinkal).

Homecoming
From Pasge |
lm*q and affection.

In a message, President
Shahabuddin Ahmed yesterday
said a strong democratic system
should be build up in the coun-
try with the united effort of all
for achieving political and eco-
nomic emancipation of the
people.

Terming January 10 as a
memorable day in the history
of the nation, he said, "It was a
day of great joy for the people of
the war-torn country.”

"The nation recalls the glo-
rious history of the struggle for
independence through remem-
bering this day," he added.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called for
united endeavours for prosper-
ity of the poverty-stricken peo-
EE in the country to make the

omecoming day of Banga-
bandhu memorable and
meaningful.

The Prime Minister said
Bangabandhu was assassinated
with members of his family on
August 15, 1975 when he was
engaged in the reconstruction of
the war-ravaged country and its
economy.

Observance of the homecom-
ing day would be meaningful
only when a happy and pros-
Femus society can be estab-

lished said the prime minister.

Government, ruling Awaini
League and its front organisa-
tions, and different socio-cul-
tural bodies have chalked out
separate programmes to ob-
serve the day.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will distribute letters of
state honorarium among
newly-listed disabled freedom
fighters and martyred families
loday. The programme will be
held at the International Con-
ference Centre in the city at
11:30 am.

Bangladesh Awami League
will hold a discussion meting at
Engineers Institution audito-
rium at 2 pm today to mark the
homecoming day. Hasina, who
is also the president of Awami
League, is scheduled to attend
the meeting as chief guest.

Other programmes of AL in-
clude hoisting of national and
party flags. and garlanding the
portrait of Sheikh Mujib at
Bangabandhu Bhaban,

Frozen food
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The frozen food exporters

claim that international prices
have plummeted up to 40 per
cent and another 20 to 25 units
will be closed if the government
does not take immediate steps.
. Out of total 123 shrimp pro-
cessing units, only 57 are now
in operation. The rest have been
closed, they claim.



