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Michael Atherton
(Former England cricket
captain)

“I don't believe in profes-
sional cricket except for the
elite. Our system breeds poor
hpuman beings and saoft cri-
cketers.”
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Kamrul Islam

[Bashiruddin Hiﬁzh School,
Dhaka
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Boost winner
Abdul Mamun

Bengali Medium High Scho-
ol. Mohammadpur, Dhaka.

ROK soccer
chief to
visit DPRK

SEOUL, Jan 8: South Korea's
top soccer official will visit
North Koreca next week to dis-
cuss the possibility of holding
some of the 2002 World Cup
games in the communist na-
lion, reports AP.

Chung Mong-joon, president
ol South Korea's Foothall Asso-
ciation, will visit the North “for
three or four days" beginning
next Tuesday. association offi-
cials said.

Chung has privately said
that two or three of the 32 World
Cup matches assigned to South
Korea could be staged in North
Rorea. South Korea is co-host-
ing the 2002 games with Japan.

+ North Kaorea has not offi-
cially responded to the South
Korean suggestion. But lasl
month. the North invited
Chung to discuss sports ex-
changes in an indication that it
may be willing to consider the
matter.

Ajax taste maiden victory

Star Sport

DHAKA SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 1999

Mahbub shoots Biman down

Mahabubur Rahman could
not think of a better way to re-
discovering his richest vein of
talents when he scored a majes-

lic half-century to erase the en-
viable five-match unbeaten tag
of Biman in the Janakantha
Premier League yesterday.

The elegant right-hander
came up with a timely 63 as
Kalabagan, chasing a fighting
Biman total of 275 in the stipu-
lated 80 overs. reached the vic-
tory 276 for seven with eleven
overs o spare.

Mahbub’s sizzling knock
kept Kalabagan afloat in the ti-
tle race.

The victory for the new
leviathans, which left the
topsy-turvy league wide open,
also brought a smile in every-
one's face except for the na-
tional airline outfit, who tasted
their first defeat after five wins
on a trot. Birman are now on
equal terms with holders Aba-
hani and runners-up Brothers,

| all having a defeat against five

wins on completion of six
league matches.

On the other Kalabagan
jointly shared the second posi-
tion with Surjo Tarun and Mo-
hammedan. each enjoying four
wins and two defeats.

' Biman, who did not even
concede 200-run against any
team in their last five match,
had a disappointing first ses-
sion but wrested the initiative
after lunch when they captured
three wickets for 12 runs, reduc-
ing Kalabagan to 181 for six.

But the face of the game
changed when Mahabub led a
spectacular recovery operation
in company with a wily Abul
Hasan.

Together they put on 83 runs
for the seventh wicket to deci-

| sively knock the wind from out

of the Biman sails. It was a treat
lo watch the way the pair mixed
caution with aggression to guide
Kalabagan to salety.

While Mahabub was full in
cry, Hasan opted to played the
perfect foil, rotaling the strike
with great authority.

A talented player Mahabub
clubbed eight fours in his flaw-
less 94-ball knock that included
a couple of trademark pull
shots off the back-foot. He

| reached his 50 with a eracking

cover drive off seamer Talha.
Mahabub was eventually out in
Lthe 68th over, leaving Kalaba-
gan 12 runs short of the target.
He offered a stunning return
catch to Aminul, who grabbed
the ball at the second attempt.
Hasan, a matured head on a
young shoulder, then sealed the
fate of the match in the next
over executing two boundaries,
including a paddle sweep.
against Biman's Pakistan leg-

spinner Manzoor Akhter. The
dapper right-hander remained
unbeaten on 22.

Earlier, Mushfiqur Rahman
laid the Kalabagan foundation
with an enterprising 61 off 91
balls. Promoted up in the bat-
ting order, the young right-
handed batsman more t%an jus-
tified the elevation.from num-
ber seven to three, kee ing the
rocking boat steady alter Kal-
a:::gggan lost both their openers
at 39,

He featured in two wvital
stands including an absorbing
91 runs for the fourth wicket
with Shahid Saeed. Mushfiq
hammered eight fours in his
fluent knock. While Pakistani
Saeed chipped in with' 40 off 62
balls, which included half a
dozen fours.

Meanwhile, in the other
matches of the day, Ajax posted
their first win at the expense of

Sports Reporter

Sadharan Bima while Victoria
brought Agrani Bank down to
earth after three consecutive
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" MAHABUB ... 63

KALABAGAN INNINGS

Harun lbw b N Shawkat 7
Sajjad ¢ M Akhter b Talha 12
G Ali Tbw b M Akhter 28
Mushﬁ(?ue ¢ Javed b Shaifullah 61
S Saeed ¢ Talha b Aminul 40
Mahbub ¢ & b Aminul
Ishtiaque ¢ Talha b Saifullah 7
A Hossain not out z2
Fahim not out 4
Extras: (b-9, 1b-5, nb-7, w-11) 2
Total: (For 7 wkts in 69 overs) 276
Did not bat; Masudur Rahman and Shafuddowla Ibne Shahid.

Fall of wkts: 1/15, 2/39, 3/78. 4/169. 5/171,6/181. 7/264.

Bowler O M R W
N Shawkat 14 D 63 |
Talha 12 3 37 1
Saifullah 14 0 51 2
M Akhter 16 3 565 1
Ziaur 5 0O 3 0
Aminul 8 1 2 2

Result: Kalabagan KC won by three wickets.
Agrani Bank v Victoria SC

(Venue: Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium)
AGRANI BANK: 221 all out in 75.2 overs (S Malik 61, Saleh 53,

Zakaria 33, Sabbir 3/47)

VICTORIA INNINGS: (Overnight 33 for no loss in 13 overs)

Imran c S Malik b Russell

Monirc & b Suja

Reza nol out

Mustadir lbw b Russell

Shawkat ¢ S Kadir b Russell

R Hanif ¢ & b Ziauddin

Sabbir not out

kExtras: (b-1, Ib-6, nb-3, w-13)

Total: (For 5 wkts in 70.4 overs)
Did not bat:

Aftabul Islam.

Fall of wkts: 1/67: 2/84: 3/120; 4/123;:5/175.
0O

Bowlers

Mofizur 2
S Arefin 9
Mosaddek 11
Russell 14
5 Malik 14.4
Suja 13
Ziauddin 6

Result: Victoria SC won by five wickets.

S Bima v Ajax SC
- - (Venue: BKSP)
S Bima: 178 all out in 58.2 overs (K Chopra 86, Rajinder, 27, A

Islam 3/26, Shoeb 2/10)

AJAX SC INNINGS: (Overnight 88 for 1 in 21 overs)
S Khan ¢ T Mahmood b Rajinder

[mran c I Islam b T Islam

Sharnchoy b Hadi

Selim not out

Nayvan ¢ Rajinder b K Chopra

R Islam lbw b K Chopra

Shoeb not out

Extras: (Ib 1, nb-4, w-8)

Total: (For 5 wkts in 48.2 overs)
Did not bat:

and I Haider.

Fall of wkts: 1/50: 2/133: 3/150: 4/164: 5/175,
Bowlers O
Nakib 4
Saiful 1
K Chopra 6.2
T Islam g
Rajinder 6
Hadi 12
Islam f i
Moin a

Result: Ajax SC won by five wickets.
TODAY'S MATCHES

Janakantha Premier Division Cricket League:

Abahani v Surjo Tarun

(Venue: Bangabandhu National Stadium)

Warl Club v Orient SC

(Venue: Dhanmondi Cricket stadium)

gy

SCOREBOARDS

Scoreboards of the three Janakantha Premier Division cricket
league matches concluded at different venues yesterday.

Biman v Kalabagan KC

(Venue: Bangabandhu National Stadiﬁmj
BIMAN: Overnight 275 for 9 in 80 overs (Aminul 62, Javed 35, N
Shawkat 29, Shafuddowla 3/52 S Saeed 2/44)

Jewel Hossain, Rakib Hasan, Zakir Hasan ard

victories.

At the Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium. one-down Rezaul
Hasan scored an unbeaten 50 as
Victoria, chasing a fighting
Agrani Bank total of 221, rat-
tled up the required 222 for the
loss of five wickets in 70.4
overs.

Rezaul hammered five fours
in his 122-ball vigil at the
crease. It was Victoria's second
win from six outings.

Away at the BKSP in Savar,
relegation-threatened Ajax
ended their five-match drought
when they defeated promotees
Sadharan Bima by five wickets,

Ajax, who had earlier shot
Bima out for a paltry 178 on
Thursday, went on to score 180
for five in only 48.2 overs with
their Pakistan recruil Selim
Mughal notching a fine 60 off
83 balls.
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Biman players appeal for a caught behind decision a
Janakantha Premier cricket league match at the Ban

Email: dssports@bdonline.com

gainst Kalabagan’s Mushfi
gabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

qur Rahman on the second day of their

—btar photo

180
A Islam, S Manscor. H Khan
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| MELBOURNE, Jan

B (AP): Australian

: . star leg-spinner

I | Share Warne in a

. statement yester-

LS "1 day to the Pakis-

lani inquiry committee gave

details of the alleged approach

by former Pakistan captain
Salim Malik.

Warne said he was a%—
proached 100.000 US dollars by
Malik on the night before the
final day of the first Test
against Pakistan in 1994, The
hosts won by one-wicket in a
-thrillinF finish, courtesy of a
record last-wicket partnership.

"l was in my hotel room with
Tim May when, at about 10.30
pm, [ was telephoned by Malik.
Salim said he needed to talk tb
me,” Warmne said Friday. "l was
surprised and asked him what
he wanted to speak to me about.
He said it was private and con-
fidential, and asked me to come
up to his room. He insisted that
| come up to his room.”

Warne said he went to Ma-
lik's room and was told, "our
pride is at stake, eve:}rthinﬁ is
at stake. we can't lose this first
Test.”

I said : 'well mate, our pride
1s at stake too. I'm sorry to tell
yvou this but we are going to

¥ whip you blokes tomorrow,

Shane tells the Salim story

said Warne.

"He said : 'l don't think you
understand what 1 am asking of
you. What [ want is for you and
Tim May to bowl wide of the off
stump and bowl poorly, so that
the match is a draw, and for
that 1 will give you and Tim
May 200,000 US dollars.'"”

"He said : 'l can have it in
your room in half an hour.' [
said : 'What the hell is going on
here ? What do you mean? What
are you talking about ? I don't
understand .’

'l thought he must be joking.
I said to him: 'you've got to be
kidding." | asked him if he was
serious. He said : 'I am serious.
You must get back to me.' | told
him to get lost in the strongest
ppssible fashion.”

Warne said _he returned to
his hotel rocom and told May
about the conversation he had
with Malik,

"Tim May said : 'Is he joking
or what?' He said words 1o the
effect, 'Did you tell him to get
lost?" 1 said ‘Yes,” | was
shocked, [ couldn't believe what
was happenir:'fz."

Warne said he later rang up
Malik and told him May also
"told him to get lost."

"l told him, 'that is not the
way we play in Australia, 1 am
looking forward to winning the

Test match and we are going to
thrash your team.™

Warne said he reported the
mmatter to team captain Mark
Taylor and coach Bob Simpson
the next day.

Warne said Malik tried to of-
fer the Australians money
again before a limited overs
match later in the tour.

"Salim Malik approached
Mark Waugh, with whom | was
talking, and offered 200,000
dollars for four or five Aus-
tralian players not to play well
the next day,”" Warne said. "He
sald that we could bat slowl
and not bowl well. He suggeste
a few full tosses and long hops.

"He said to Mark Waugh that
he would 'Catchup with Mark
later.' | had no further discus-
sions with Salim Malik or
Mark Waugh about the offer
being made."

Warne said he made a report
about the incident and gave it to
the then Australian Cricket
Board chiefl executive Graham
Halbish in February 1995. Two
months later he made a statu-
tory declaration for the ACB.

Warne said "the whole inci-
dent involving Salim Malik

was all a bit of a shock to me.'"

Sub-jr chess
Ejaj alone
on top

Sayed Ejaj Hossain main-
tained his solo lead in the 19th
national sub-junior chess tour-
nament when he shared points
with current champion Ruhul
Islam Boby in the sixth round
encounter at the NSC chess
room yestlerday, reports APB.

With the draw, Ejaj raised
his points tally to 5.5 points.

Boby, Nayeem Arefin Ratul,
Obaidul Islam and Maksudul
Monir are sharing the second
position with 5 points each.
Nayeem beat Tanvir, Obaidul
won over Mohan while Monir
defeated Javed.

Four players — Mehdi Hasan
Parag, Farhadul Islam. Golam
Mostafa and Mohammad
Rashed — are in the third posi-
tion with 4.5 points.

Meanwhile, a two-day long
Shishu-Kishore chess tourna-
ment, organised by Khelaghar
Asar began al the chess federa-
tion. A total of 42 players, di-
vided into four age groups, are
taking part in the meet.

In the 15-16 years age group,
Yanur Rahman, Ashraful Islam
and Jainal Abedin are in the
joint lead with full 3 points.

Nayeem Arefin took a solo
lead in the 13-14 years age
group with ilwo points while
Minhazuddin and Nazid Arefin
shared the lead in the 10-12
years age group having 3 points
each.

In less than 10 years age
group, Saima Almas is in the
top with 2 points.

Arsenal sign
I5-year-old
"wonderkid"

LONDON, Jan 8(Reuters/
[nternet): Champions Arsenal
confirmed on Friday they had
signed 15-year-old Jermaine
Pennant from Notts County, the
most talented schoolboy player
in England.

Arsenal are believed to have
paid second division County 2.0
million pounds (3.28

Million dollars] “"compensa-
tion" for the player, who last
week became the second
youngest to play in the FA Cup
when he appeared as a second-
hall substitute in Notts County's
1-1 third round draw witlh
Sheifield United.

An Arsenal spokesman said:
‘Jermaine has signed academy
forms with the club and will
sign scholarship forms next
season. He is likely to play at
the weekend for our Under-17
team."”

Pennant first came to
prominence when he starred for
England Schoolboys in a live
televised mateh against Scot-
land last season.

Former Arsenal skipper
Liam Brady, who is now head of
the club's youth development
said: "Jermaine is a very tal-
ented youngster with the poten-
tial to do well. County have
done a fantastic job with him
and we are anxious to [urther
the developrment.”
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1. Which country topped the
medals table in the 13th Asiad?
Ans: China

2. How many medals did
Bangladesh clinch at the Asian
Games?

Ans: One

3. Who scored the first century
in this year's Premier cricket
league?

Ans: Shawkat

4. Where will the 14th Asian
Games be held?

Ans: Pusan

5. Which team won the AB Bank
Senior Div TT title?

Ans: Biman

Ws repeat allegations

MELBOLURNE, Jan

8: Australian Test

cricketers Mark

- Waugh and Shane

. Warne denied here

- today that they fa-

bricated claims former Pakis-

tant captain Salim Malik had

offered them 200.000 US do-

llars to throw a match. reports
AFP:

Both also told a Pakistani
judicial inquiry into match-
rigging allegations had they
sold information to an Indian
bookmaker about pitch and
weather information and
Waugh confessed the relation-
ship had lasted longer than he
previously arlmiltecﬁ

In a statement to: the in-
quiry, Waugh said he had told a
news conference in the Aus-
tralian cily of Adelaide last
month that he spoke to the
bookmaker he knew only as
John" on "a handful” of occa-
sions.,

"However, alter giving this
more thought I now believe that
| spoke to John on approxi-
mately 10 occasions," he said in
a stalement, in which he admit-
ted he had been in contact with
John for about five months un-
til February, 1995

Waugh, currently ranked the
world’'s filth top-scoring bats-
man, and Warne, the world's
most successful spin bowler,
were subjected to strenuous
cross-examination by lawyers
for the Pakistan cricket board
and Malik,

The inquiry, running in
Pakistan for several months,
convened here following revela-
tions the pair had been fined by
the Australian Cricket Board
after admitting they had ac-
cepted money from the book-
maker during the 1994 Singer
Cup series in Sri Lanka.

The lines were hushed up
until last month,

The inguiry, headed by La-
hore High Court registrar Abdus
Salam Khawar, was adjourned
atter three hours to hear evi-
dence Saturday from former
Australian Cricket Board chief
Alan Crompton and former
Australian Test
May.

Waugh said he had been ap-
proached 100,000 US dollars }Ey
Malik during a function in Pak-
1stan and offered the money if
he could get four or five Aus-
tralians to play badly and lose a

spinner Tim

match the next day. But he had
refused. :

Pakistan Cricket Board legal
adviser Ali Sibtain Fazli told
Waugh that the commission
had evidence suggesting the
match was rigged but Waugh
said the Australian team had

MARK WAUGH

no knowledge at all of the alle-
gation.

Waugh and Warne denied
suggestions by Malik's lawyer
Azmat Saeed that their allega-
tions about Malik were fabri-
cated. "I'm telling the truth."
said Waugh.

Waugh and Warne were also
quizzed about how, when and
where they received money
from the Indian bookmaker,

Warne said John had given
him 5,000 US dollars with "no
strings attached" after he was
introduced to him by Waugh in
a Sri Lankan casino in 1994,

The next day John had ap-
proached Warne and told him
he had noticed he had lost
money at the casino and that he
was his favourite player.

Warne said John had given
him an envelope containing the
money which he had at first re-
jected,

I told him I didn't want it
but he said he would be of-
fended. I told him again that I
didn't want it but he insisted,"
Warne said. "l said good luck,
see you later and left his room."

Warne said he had never
séen the man again, although
he had consequently been con-
tacted by him several times
with requests for information
on weather and pitch condi-

Shane Warne leaves the court after giving testimony to

the Pakistani inquiry commission in Melbourme yesterday.
—AP/UNB photo

tions before matches in Aus-
tralia.

'l was naive and stupid,”
Warne said.

Waugh admitted receiving
4,000 US dollars from John for
which he provided pitch and
weather information on about
10 occasions.

John had also asked for in-
formation about individual
Australian cricketers, team
morale and tactics, but Waugh
;taid he had refused to provide
it.

Questioned about his own
bEttin% habits, Waugh said he
liked betting on horse-racin
but did pot bet every day an
never on cricket.

Asked if he knew about the
rigging of a particular mateh in
the 1994 series in which Aus-
tralia beat Pakistan, Waugh
said the Australian team had
no knowledge of it.

Waugh told reporters after
the hearing that they were glad
of the chance to clear the air
and hoped the public would
have a better idea of what went
orl.

"Hopefully, they will believe
that we were not involved in
malch-fixing and bribery be-
cause we are not, what we did
was got involved with a book-
maker to give information and
that's the end of the story."

The pair had previously ap-
peared before the commisslon
while on tour in Pakistan to
give evidence concerning their
allegations about Malik, who
has denied the charges.

Shortly after Waugh had
completed his evidence, a man
approached him in the hearing .
room brandishing a copy of his
written statement and accusing
him of lying about the amount
of money he had accepted from
the bookmaker. Waugh's coun-
sel, Michael Shatin, QC, called
a security guard to deal with the
man, who was allowed to re-
main in the hearing room for
the remainder of the proceed-
ings.
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Pakistan of
security
NEW DELHI. Jan 8: Indian
government and cricket offi-
cials today promised the Pak-
istan squad "sufficient security”
for their tour of India, reports

Reuters,

Activists of a right-wing
Hindu party, Shiv Sena, dam-
aged the pitch at New Delhi's
Ferozeshah Kotla Stadium on
Wednesday and vowed to pre-

vent the fixture from pgoing
ahead.

Shiv Sena is vehemently op-
posed to cricketing ties between
India and Pakistan.

The incident, three weeks be-
fore the first Test between the
two arch-rivals in almost a
decade, triggered widesiaread
condemnation from political
parties and sportsmen.

J. Y. Lele, secretary of the
Board of Control for Cricket in
India [BCCI) said the tour would
go ahead as planned.

"The tour is very much on.
The authorities have assured us
that there will be sufficient se-

curity and protection." Lele
said.

Sheila Dikshit, Chief Minis-
ter of Delhi, said the Test start-
ing on January 28 would defi-
nitely go ahead.

Interior and foreign min-
istry officials also stressed that
adequate security and hospital-
ity would be provided to the
Pakistani cricketers.

Pakistan Cricket Board
chairman Khalid Mahood said
on Thursday a delegate was be-
ing sent to India to assess the
extent and nature of the threat
posed by the activists.



