14 Tl Daily Star

‘Leave the
Ashes alone’

SYDNEY . Jan 6 [Reuters/ In-
ternet): Rival captains Mark
Taylor and Alec Stewart have
both made passionate pleas for
the Ashes to remain as they are
after the success of the most re-
cent series which ended in Syd-
ney on Tuesday.

A number of other nations
have called on the Interna-
tional Cricket Council to cut the
traditional five and six Test se-
ries' to a maximum of three
matches so they can introduce a
new four-year roster where each
of the nine Test-playing coun-
tries faces each other home and

awa’[;r'l.

at would ul:)en up the pos-.
sibility of a world Test champi-
onship plaved between the two
teams with the best records over
each four-year cycle.

But the two current Ashes
captains believe the current
format is just fine the way it is
and should not be tampered
with.

Stewarl said: "You only have
to see the two teams and the
support here to know that the
Ashes series should remain
five-Test series at least.” :

Taylor said he was opposed
to the introduction of a world
championship because it would
detract from the traditional
Test clashes:

"I've never been a great be-
liever in a world test champi:
onship,” Taylor said.

“I've always believed in play-
ing test cricket the way it
should be played."

Crowds around the world
have been steadily declining
test matches since the advent of
lHmited-overs matches played
al night under floodlights,

But Taylor said the success .
of the 1998-99 Ashes series,
which ‘Australia won: 3-1,
proved that Test cricket was
alive and well.

He pointed to the fifth Test
in Sydney where more than
142,000 fans attended the four
days play, with thousands more
turned awai; on the first two
days when the ground was sold
out.

"You only have to look at the
number of people that turned up
to realise that there's nothin
much wrong with Test -matc
::ri:'::lket the way it is." Taylor
said.

saverpool snap
up Kippe

LIVERPOQOL, England, Jan'6
(Reutcis/ Internet): Liverpool
completed a 1,16 million US
dollar signing of Norwegian
under-21 international de-
g:ndﬂr Frode Kippe on Wednes-

ay.

The English premier league
club -are also interested in
Dutch striker Erik Meijer but
denied he is set to move to An-
fleld this week.

Bayer Leverkusen forward
Meijer is out of contract at the
end of the season and the Bun-
desllﬁjl club could be willing to
sell him now rather than lose
out on a fee,

A Liverpool spokesman said;
"Meijer-is a player we have got
an interest in but he will not be
signing in the immediate future.

"We have signed Kippe this
morning after he came through
his' medical. He has returned
home to sort out his personal
affairs and will return to the
club next week." :

The fee for 19-year-old Lille-
stroem centre-half could rise to
3.32 million US dollars depend-
ing on appearances.

Liverpool have also invited
Dutch goalkeeper Stefan Pos-
tma to train with them for a
week; )

The FC. Utrecht player is
hoping to follow the lead of
Cameroon defender Rigobert
Song, who impressed while
training with Liverpool and
will sign as soon as he receives
a work permit.

Four Germans
charged with
WC violence

BONN, Jan 6 (Reuters/ Inter-
net): Four Germans will stand
trial for attempted murder and
grievous bodily harm following
the savage beating of French
gendarme Daniel Nivel during
the World Cup in France last
June.

The four, aged between 23
and 30, are 'tkely to stand trial
towards the end of April, prose-
cutors in the western city of Es-
sen said on Wednesday, Their
iull names were not released,

One of the accused is alleged
to have beaten Nivel with a sec-
tion of advertising hoarding as
hooligans ran riot in the north-
ern' Erench town of Lens after
Germany's game against Yu-
goslavia;

A second allegedly beat the
policemen repeatedly with his
own teargas launicher, ° |

Nivel lay in'a coma for sev-
eral months after the attack
and is only now making a par-
tial recovery.

Prosecutors said they would
call 30 witnesses from France,
Germany and Britain| -

Gascoigne may
play against
Villa

MIDDLESBROUGH, Eng-
land, Jan 6: Middlesbrough are
-confident that midfield star
Paul Gascolgne will be fit for
the home match against En-
glish Premiership leaders As-
ton Villa on Saturday, reports
AFP.

Gascoigne has recovered
from a virus that has affected
other players at the club and
manager Bryan Robson said :
"Gazza also has a slight knee
problem but 1 expect him to be
ready for a tough challenge
against Villa."

Middlesbrough hope to
bounce back after suffering two
league defeats over Christmas
as well as being knocked out of
the FA Cup by Manchester
United: -
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CAPE TOWN, Jan

‘net): South Africa
won. the fourth
Test against West
. Indies by 149 runs
ofi Wednesday, leaving the
touring side facing the possibil-
ity of their first 5-0 defeat in a
Test serles,

But the victory came only af-
ter South Africa struggled to
contain a spirited batting dis-
play by the tourists’ tail-enders.

With the visitors resuming
at 93 for six on the final day
and chasing 421 to win, it
seemed it would be only a mat-
ter of overs before South Africa
completed another crushing
victory. i

But West Indies amassed a
creditable 271 after an obduraie
and often belligerent rearguard
actionr masterminded by wick-
etkeeper Ridley Jacobs, who
scored 69 not out.

All the lower order sc¢ored
runs and the flow of punishing
drives and bludgeoning hooks
put the West Indies® upper order
to shame and kept the South

51 overs.

Me Dillon, with 36, hit
the second highest score by a
West Indies number 11 in a 34-

fore he was last man out.

The last four wickets added
184 runs with Nixon McLean
(39) and Dillon recording their
Test best scores, '

The fifth Test is at Centurion

6 (Reuters/ Inter- _
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Park from January 15: The
West Indies'worst result in'a se-
ries of more than three Tests
was a b-1 defeat In Australia in
1975-76. _

The West Indies lost the first
three Tests by margins of four

o

Africans at bay for more than

run partnership with Jacobs be-

KALLIS ... m-o-m

wickets, 178 runs and nine
wickets.
SCOREBOARD
Final scoreboard oh the ¥ifth
day of the fourth Tést Belween
south Africa and West Indies at
Newlands on Wednesday;
SOUTH AFRICA: First in-

Ty .:'-‘-':-.'.

Sport
3

' Ir
Brian Lara pulls over mid-wicket against South Africa's Paul Adams on day four of the
fourth Test at Cape Town on January 5.

I'Oteasmake it 4-()

— AP/UNB photo

nings 406-8 declared (H, Gibbs
42, J. Kallis 110, D Cullinan
168: M Dillon 3-99)

WEST INDIES: First innings

212 [C. Hooper 86; A Donald 3-

20])

SOUTH AFRICA: Second
innings 226-7 declared (J.
Kallis 88 not out, H. Cronje 54;
N. McLean 3-53).

WEST INDIES: Secondd it-
nings
Wallace ¢ Gibbs b Pollock
Murray lbw b Kallis
Chanderpaul ¢ Cullinan
b Kallis
Lara ¢and b Adams
Hooper b Kallis
Ganga lbw b Pollock
Jacobs not out
Gibson run out {Rhodes)
Mclean c.Adams b Kallis
Ambrose c Kirsten b Adams
Dillon ¢ Cronje b Kallis
Extras:(lb-2, nb-12)
Total: '

Fall of wkts: 1-2: 2-7:'3-15: 4-
35%_ 5-87; 6-87: 7-108: 8-173: ‘G-

BEBBBe us

—

Bowler O M R W
Pollock 25 4 49 2
Kallis 27.4 4 90 5
{ironje ] L .2 U
Terbrugge 11 4 40 0
Adams 23 5 80 2
Cullinan < 1. 10 0

Result: South Africa won by
149 rnms.

Man -of-the-match: Jacques
Kallis.

Series score: South Africa
lead 4-0.

Fifth Test: Centurion, Jan-
uary 15-19,

SALT LAKE CITY,
Jan 6: The guns
w %}iven by Salt Lake
lympics boosters
to International
Olympic Commi-
ttee president Juan Antonio
Samaranch have been valued at
more: than 2,000 dollars;
reports AP,

So far, two rifles and a shot-
gun, all made by Browning
Arms of Mountain Green, Utah.
have been identified as going to
Samaranch, and there also may
have been a handgun.; :

I0C officials say such gift-

|_-

commornplace, and Samaranch
said he didn't want to insult the
city by refusing the gifts.

The Tribune de Geneve on
Wednesday quoted Samaranch
as saying, 'I went to the Ameri-
can city twice before it was

anted the 2002 Winter Games.
these occasions, I did indeed
receive a .22 Long Rifle and a
Browning. 1 didn't want to

this, there is-a certain tradition
to arms. Refusing them would
have been a real insult. '

‘But 1 do remember very
clearly the inscription on the
case ; 'To President Juan Anto-
nio Samaranch on behalf of the
population of Salt Lake City.!
These gifts were put down in a
register, as is required by our
internal rules. They are in 'my
office in Lausanne and I am in a
position to show them to any of
my visitors,” he said.

10C rules impose a 150 dol-
lar limit on gifts to committee
members, but an official of the
organisation implied that limit
doesn't apply to Samaranch,
who does not vote on which
cities will host the Olympics.

“The exchange of gifts on the
occasion of visits by the 10C

resident is customary and it

as almost become a matter of
protocol to do so," said Francois
CarIrard. the IOC's director gen-
eral.

His acknowledgment of the
practice was in res se¢ to a re-
port Tuesday in The Salt:Lake
Tribune that Samaranch re-
ceived two guns worth 1,000
dollars from the Salt Lake bid
committee a month before Salt
Lake won the right to host the
2002 Winter Games. :

The Tribune said in another
copyright story Wednesday that
another Browning rifle also
went to Samaranch. .

That rifle apparently
sent to the Salt e City bid
committee in  Lillehammer.
Norway, during the 1994 Winter
Olympics and was delivered by
Browning's distributor in Nor-
way.,
Browning billed the bid
committee 1,250.75 dollars for
the rifle. |

Last month; Browning dis-
closed the bid committee bought
nearly 10,000 dollars worth of

was

l'-rtfh;s. firearms and cases at

F

giving to the leader of the 10C is"

refuse the gifts, for in cities like -

whaolesale prices from Jul
1993 to May 1995, one muntf"l'
before Salt Lake City was se-
leclted as host lo the 2002
Gramnes.

Browning has been search-
ing its records since receiving
inquiries about firearms sold to
the bid commitiee. So [ar, its
search has come upon four

Juan presented with guns?

shotguns and five rifles,

Other guns that went to
Samaranch were a Browning
'Gold" semiautomatic shotgun
with ail estimated retail value
of 475 dollars and a "Euro Bolt”
bolt-action rifle with an esti-
i’ﬂﬂt&d retaill value of 500 dol-
ars.
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RETURNING THE FAVOUR? An AFP file
International Olympic Committee (10C)
Aritonio Samaranch handin
Mayor Dee-dee Corradini o

photo of
resident Juan
over the Olympic Flag to
Salt Lake City which will

host the 2002 Winter Olympics. Samaranch revealed
yesterday that he received two firearms as gifts from the
Salt Lake City's bidding committee.

main visit

Thackeray's
threat

BOMBAY, Jan 6: A Hindu
radical group has threatened to
disrupt Pakistan's first cricket
tour of India in 13 years, evven
though the federal government
has okayed the matches,; re-
poris AP,

°I. maintain that Pakistan
should not be allowed to play . ..
anywhere in India," said Bai
Thackeray, the fiery leader of
the Shiv Sena party and an ar-
dent hater of India's neighbour,

The Shiv Sena shares power
with the right-wing Bharatiya
Janata Party in Maharashtra
state, of which Bombay is the
capital. The BJP leads a na-
tional governing coalition that
does not include Shiv Sena,
which has relatively little in-
fluence outside Bombay.

Cricket is the most popular
sport in the neighbouring
countries, India and Pakistan
rarely p]el;y each other in either
coun or fear the combina-
tion of their long-standing po-
litical rivalry — which has
erupted into three wars in the

ast five decades — and the
erce loyalty of their cricket
fans could result in violence.

As part of attempts to im-
rove relations, India's Prime
inister Atal Behari Valicll:la:,ree

said last month the Pakistan
cricket team was welcome and
would be protected during a tour
that begins at the end of this
month. Bombay is not among
the venues for the test and one-
day matches;

"We are not against cricket,
but against the Pakistanis, We
have our workers in the north
and south of India. Wherever
the Pakistanis play we will op-
pose them," Vinayak Raut, an-
other Shiv Sena leader, told

The Assoclated Press
Wednesday.
Shiv Sena ‘activists in

Bombay once dug up the cricket
pitch before a test match with
Pakistan. Last year, its workers

disrupted a Pakistani singer's

concert.

Thackeray had tried to stop
the upcoming tour, and called
again for a ban Tuesday night
in an interview with a private
television station. Thackeray
says he will oppose cultural and
sports exchanges between India
and Pakistan as long as
Pakistan sugpnrts Muslim sep-
aratists in the Himalayan state
of Kashmir, a region over which
both nations have fought two
wars, Pakistan says it only
gives moral support to the guer-
rillas and does not train or arm
them.

Adidas wins
Japan deal

TORKYO, Jan 6 (Reuters/ In-
ternet):. German sportswear gi-
ant Adidas has won a five-com-
pany race to sponsor fthe
Japanese Football Association
beyond the 26G02 World Cup,
which Japan will co-host with
South Korea,

A five-year deal, starting
April 1, was announced in
Tokyo on Wednesday, but no fi-
nancial details were revealed.

The Japanese FA has rotated
between three suppliers on an
ennual basis, but chose a long-
It:;::rm cnmlp:ihlment with Adidas

scause of the com S exper-
tise in World Cup rli'lae-i.rﬁgrs, said
JIFA president Shun-ichiro
Okano.

Frenchman Christophe
Bezu, president of Adidas
Japan, said the deal would
cover all national representa-
tive teams ‘and alsc support
grass-roots development.

"We have eqguipped a lot of
the world's best federations; in-
cluding Germany,

Yugoslavia, Spain 'and
France, and are now making a
clear and substantial

comimitment to the Japanese
Football Association,” he said.

"We will work closely with
the JFA but we do not impose
anything,” he added,

Bezu said that fans could ex-
pect two further designs within
the five-year contract, the sec-
ond one for the 2000 Asian Cup
nn Lebanon and the third for
the 2002 World Cup:

Marseille meet

»
Auxerre in
French Cup
PARIS, Jan 6 (Reuters/ In-
ternet): League leaders
Olympique Marseille will play

1996 Cup winners AJ Auxerre
in the first round of the French

Cup-for the second successive

season. i

Marseille will play the
match at home on the weekend
of January 23/24. The two sides
have met once this season in a
1-1 draw in the league at Aux-
erre a month ago.

Three times winners Gir-
ondins Bordeaux, three points

.behind Marseille in second

B%ac: in the league, are away to

etz in the only other all-first

division match.

Cup holders Paris St Ger-
third division
Thouars,

ScsuthJ American U20

L
Argentina,
; [ ]
Chile win

MAR DEL PLATA, Jan 6:
Three goals in six minutes of
the second half helped defend-
ing champions Argentina de-
feat Venezuela 4<1 Tuesday in
the South American U20 soccer
championship, reports AP,

Aldo Duscher. Ernesto
Farias and Luciano Galetti be-
tween the 64th and 70th min-
utes and Pablo Aimar in the
40th scored for Algentina. over-
turning an early deficit from a
header by Juan Arango in the
39th.

Earlier Tuesday. first-half

oals by Patricio Neira and
olfo Moya gave Chile a 2-0
victory over Ecuador in the
opening match of the champi-
onship.

The tournament's top: four of
ten teams qualify for the World
Youth Chamlglnnship scheduled
for April in Nigeria,
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Shane steps in for

Injured Steve

SYDNEY, Jan 6:
Shane Warne and
Mark Waugh will
lead Australia
against England
| ENNSALEE | on Sunday, less
than a month .after being
exposed ‘in ‘a bookmaker
scandal, reports AP.

While nﬂ"lacials in Pakistan,
India _and Sri Lanka are re-
Ignrted to be pushing for life
bans against the pair, the
Australian Cricket Board
showed total support for them
YWednesday.

oteve Waugh was named cap-
tiun for the first five: matches of
thie limited-over tri-nations se-
ries a%}ainst England and Sri
Lanka but will miss at least the
fir st two games because of in-
Jury.

Warne. who captains
Victoria state, will lead in his
absence, while Mark Waugh
will be wice-captain.

‘The two players admitted
selling information on weather
conditions to an illegal Indian
boolimaker while on a tour of
ori Lanka in: 1994. They were
fined by the ACB in 1995 but the ;
Boardl kept the matter secret un-
til it wvas exposed last month, |

The news caused major em-

‘barrassment for the pair and it

was thiought that it could affect
their chances of ever leading
the covintry. _

But Test captain Mark
Taylor, not part of the limited-
over teaim, backed Warne's cap-

talncy aspirations after the fi-
nal Test of the Ashes series fin-
ished in Sydney on Tuesday.
“There has been a lot of talk
that he should not captain be-
cause of the bribery issue.” said
Taylor. "But I think he just
made a mistake and everybody
is entitled to make a mistaks."
Australia's selectors made

T R T
.J.'ita_gg. - .P : L

SHANE WARNE

‘the decisions on Warne and

Mark Waugh when naming a
14-man squad for the first %hre
games. But the move had to be
ratified by the ACB, which has
stated it does not believe the two
tainted players should receive
any further punishment.

The pair will be back in the
spotlight for their bookie deal-

ings Friday ‘when they go in
front of a Pakistan inquiry into
bribery and match-fixing. The
public hearing will be held in
Melhourne.

Warne and Waugh accused
Pakistan plaver Salimi Malik of
trying to bribe them on the 1994
tour of that country,

Warne said suggestions that
the Indian bookmaker invelve-
ment was a precursor to Malik's
alleged bribe were not true.

"The most disappointin
thing over the last couple o
weeks is people have linked the
two things together, the match
fixing and Mark and 1 taking
2,000 dollars' from ‘a book-
maker,” Warne said.

"Maybe the bookmaker was
linked to whal happened in
Pakistan but 1 think the two is-
SUES Are separate.

“There are a Jot of things to
that I think the public needs to
know about how it happened
and they might be a little more
sympathetic once they know."

Australia will play England
in Brisbane on Sunday and Sri
Lanka in  Sydney on
Wednesday.

AUSTRALIAN SQUAD; Steve
Waugh fcaptain), Shane Warne
(vice-captain), Michael Bevan,

Greg Blewett. Adam Dale.
Damien Fleming, Adam
Gilchrist, Brendon :Julian,
Darren. Lehmann, Glenn

McGrath, Damien Martyn,
Ricky Ponting, Mark Waugh,
Brad Young.

ZURICH, Jan
(Reuters/ Inter-
net): FIFA Presi-
clent Sepp Blatter,
who has triggered
=} 'uproar in the soc-

cer world with talk of making
the World Cup a biennial event,
told a Swiss newspaper that he
was confident of getting his con-
troversial plan implemented,

"Certainly 1 will get my plan
through,” Blatter said in an in-
terview published in the Wed-
nesday edition of the Swiss
mass circulation newspaper
Blick.

Blatter also said he would

' seek backing for the plan at the

FIFA Congress next year.

"Bomething as radical as
this. must be blessed at the
broadest leyvel, thiat means from
the FIFA Congress in the year
2000." Blatter sald.

Blatter's plan was first made
public in an interview pub-
lished on Sunday in which he
called for scrapping the current
four-year World Cup format and

holding the world's biggest
soccer competition every two
years, starting in 2008.

Blatter said he favoured
holding regional, or continen-
tal, championships during ev-
ery uneven year and the World
Championship every second
year.

He was guoted in the Swiss
daily Le Matin on Monday as

atter s

ure of 1ts success

saying that he would also like
to see a special World Cup, with
perhaps only 24 teams instead
of 32, staged in 2004 when FIFA
celebrates its 100th anniver-

ssug.
ome saw Blatter's bold
Mmove as a step toward re-open-
ing the old battle

between European and world
bodies over the sporting calen-
dar, money and

power on the global field,

The European soccer body
UEFA, which just recently won
the fight for the

control of the club game in
Europe, has its 50th anniver-
sary in 2004. UEFA 5

president Lennart Johans-
son has said that the idea of a
World Cup in the same year was
unacceptable.
. -Also, if Blatter's plan comes
o fruition it would in effect
force the European

championships to become a
biennial tournament and re-
duce it to a virtual World Cup
qualifying event. '

Other observers saw the
Blatter statements as warning
shots ahead of his
- _.meeting in Zurich later on
Wednesday with International
Olympic Committee (IOC) presi-
dent Juan Antonio Samaranch.

A FIFA spokesman said on
Tuesday that the structure of
the Olympic soccer
tournament and anti-doping

measures were among the items
on the agenda.

But the 10C also:wants an
open Olympie soceer tourna-
ment rather than one

limited to national under-21
teams.

Blatter said in another in-
terview published on Tuesday
that he wanted soccer to stay in
the Olympics, but with different
teamms than those in the na-
tional or world championships.

The 10C has also been
proposing common anti-doping
rules for ail Olympic

sports. FIFA agrees with the
anti-doping initiatives in prin-
cipie, but has

reservations about the: im-
plementation of sanctions
which could be interpreted as
restraint of trade.

Ferguson out
for six weeks

LONDON, Jan 6 (Reuters/ In-
ternet): Scottish striker Duncan
Ferguson, who joined English
premier league Newcastle Un-
ited from Everton in November,
is expected to be out of action
for six weeks after undergoing
groin surgerl}' on Tuesday. '

Newcastle's telephone ser-
vice for fans said the player had
had the operation in London,
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Argentina being pl..llllr_.!d.. down by a Venezuelan defender during their

South American under 20 tournament match at Mar del Plata, Argentina on January 5.

Argentina won 4-1.

— AP/UNB photo.
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