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UN rejects Iraq's requést to
replace US, UK aid workers

UNITED NATIONS, Jan 6:

The United Nations has rejected
-~ Irag's argument that American
and British ald workers
shouldn't remain in the count
because of security concemns at-
ter last month's missile strikes,
diplomats and UN officials said
Tuesday, reports AP,

UN officials were drafting a
letter to Iraq remindi Bgﬁl-
dad that the United Nations
alone determines who works on
its pro mes and doesn't ac-
cept discrimination against
any nationalities, diplomats
said. .

The letter ‘would also "un-
derline Iraq's responsibility for
safeguarding the security of all
UN personnel,” said Britain's
deputy ambassador, Stewart
Eldon.

He spoke to reporters after
the Security Council was
briefed on Iraq's decision not to
reneéw visas for nine Britons
and an American staffer, Secre-
tary-General . Kofi Annan's

depuly chief of staff, Rolf
Knutsson, conducted the brief-
ing.

Iraq told the United Nations
in an unsigned note Monday
that it could no longer protect
American and British aid
workers from popular anger felt
by Iragis who suffered from the
Dec 16-19 US-British airstrikes
on the country.

+ US and British forces
bombed Iraq after UN arms in-
spectors accused Baghdad of ob-
structing efforts to search out
and destroy Irag’s weapons of
mass destruction.

Economic sanctions im-
posed after Iraq's 1990 invasion
of Kuwait cannot be lifted until
UN inspectors certify Irdq is
free of such weapons. .

UN spokesman George
somerwill said Tuesday in
Baghdad that the workers had-
n't encountered any security
problems since the airstrikes.
American and British journal-

ists In Iraq have similarly de-
tected little public hostility.

Iraq has said the inspectors
cannot return and has recently
shifted much of its ire towards
humanitarian and other UN
work in the country.

Baghdad has halted flights
by the UN observer team that
monitors the Irag-Kuwait bor-
der and has complained that in-
ternational aid organisations
were working illegally with the
United Nations on land mine
removal in the North.

Irag's quest to have the US
and British staffers replaced
with other nationalities. how-
ever, marked the first time
Baghdad has tried to dictate the
composition of the UN aid
teams.

“We're pleased that the Secre-
tariat has decided not to accede
to the latest Iraqi effort to un-
dermine the efforts of the hu-"
manitarian workers there in
their efforts to discriminate
against some nationalities.”

said 'deputy US ambassador,
Nancy Soderbergh.

ohe said that while the hu-
manitarian work is dangerous,
there had been no specific
threat to Americans working in
Iraq. Similarly, Eldon said the
security of UN personnel was
under close review.

The UN humanitarian team,
made up of about 400 le, is
in Iraq to distribute food and
medicine under the UN oil-for-
food programme, which allows
Iraq to sell limited quantities
of oil. Traq has been barred

[rom selling oil on the open

market as part of the UN sanc-
tions.

Baghdad has said that it will
not renew the visas of nine
Britons and one -American

working with the programme.
Many diplomats pointed out
that Baghdad's argument

seemed undermined by its deci-
sion to let four Britons and
three Americans remain.

International

Clinton, King
Hussein discuss

ME peace process
WASHINGTON, Jan 6; Presi-

dent Bill Clinton and King Hus-

sein ‘'of Jordan discussed the
. Middle East peace process, Iraq
and the Jordanian economy
during a White House meetin
on Tuesday, a senior US oflici

rsaid. reports Reuter,

The 63-year-old monarch
visited Washington on his way
home after six months of can-
cer treatment at the Mayo
Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota.

National security council
spokesman David Leavy said
Clinton and Hussein met for
about half an hour in the Oval
office and discussed Iraq, the
:Middle East peace process and
ways that the United States
might ‘aid Jordan's ailing econ-
omy. : :

"The President made clear he
continues to believe that Iraq is
a threal to regional stability
and needs to he contained.”

Leavy said.
“On the Middle East peace
process, the King and the Presi-

dent agreed it was important to
implement the Wye accords as
negotiated." =t
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rgest boat to be Hisﬁla};ud at the international boat fair,
Tuesday from the River Rhine to the exhibiti

9" is transported

"BOOT 9

on centre in Duesseldorf, Germany. The boat
shipyard in Saal on the River Danube in Bavaria, Germany.

(The 29m-long boat is powered by two 18 cylinder diesel-engines with a speed limit of 50

kph.

—AP/UNB photo
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Grenade attack on Iranian judge:

One of Iran's most promineht
assassination attemdpt Tuesday when a man on. a

threw a hand grena
reports from Tehran.

Hojatolislam Ali,. Razini,

supreme leader Ay

hardline judges survives amn

motorcycle

e at him, Iranian security officials said, AP

who has ;':'ldse ties to' Iran's
atollah Ali Khameneil. was

slightly injured
Agency reported.

2 hurt in Corsica bomb blast: r.

people suffered minor injuries in a bomb explosion which
ripped through a local government building at a town In
eastern Corsica early yesterday morning, police said, -AFP

reports from Bastia.

The blast caused heavy damage to the offices of the depart-

mental Plannin

and Tourism Bureau at Ghisonaccia on the

east coast of the troubled Mediterranean island. An hour

earlier, a bomb seriously

damaged an office of the Corsica

Economic Developrnent Agency south of Ajaceio, police said.

Canada sends aid to Russia:

Canadian plane carrying food, medicine and other aid arrived
Wednesday in Russia's Arctic territory on a mission to assist
the local population, the ITAR-Tass news agency said, AP

reports from Moscow.

The plane was carryinﬁ 500,000 dollars in aid paid for by the
an

Canadian government

District, the most eastern r

send aid to the Kamachatka
Far East, the report said.

Murderer executed in Texas: .A

d and strangled a 77-year-old woman after she
doing lawn work was executed by injection

parolee who ra
ave him a jo

arranged by the Canadian Red Cross,

The aid will be distributed in thée Chukchi Autonomotis
egion of Russia. Canada also plans to

and Magadan regions of Russia's

esday, AP reports from Huntsville, Texas.
John Glenn Moody, 46, had nearly two dozen convictions
over 19 years. Moody had been out on parolee for five months,

having

was hired in July of 1988

completed a seven-month term for

burglary, when he

by Maureen Louise Maulden to do

work at her Abilene home. A sister found Maulden's body. She
had been raped. beaten with a fireplace brush and strangled

with a telephone cord.
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Shania Twain waves

fter receiving

the Top Sellini: Als

bum award at the Canadian Country Music Awards in this
Sept 8, 1997 file photo. Twain received six Grammy
nominations Tuesday and will compete against a nearly all
female field including Madonna, Sheryl Crow. and Lauryn

— AP/UNB photo

Hill for Album of the year award.

The US Navy's nuclear-powered aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson is shown i
1996 file photo. Four US fighter jets fired missiles at Iraqi planes Tuesday in a confronta-
tion in the "no-fly" zone over southern Iraq, a senior US administration official said. The
official said the US planes — two Air Force F-15 strike aircraft and two Navy F-14 fighters
— returned safely after the confrontation. The Navy planes were from the aircraft carrier
USS Carl Vinson which is currently patrolling in the Persian Gulf.
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— AP/UNB photo

Anwar slams police report on beating

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan B6:
Anwar Ibrahim on Wednesday
slammed the attorney-general's
report on his beating by police,
wﬂnderinF why the inspector-
general ol police had yvet to be
intervie abeut the incident;
reports AP.

"After four months; they
haven't questioned the IGP? 1
am shocked,” Anwar told re-
porters during a recess in his
sex and corruption trial. now in
its third month.

Attorney-General
Abdullah on Tuesday issued a
statement that finally conceded
that some of Anwar's injuries
on the night of his arrest were
caused by police,

But Mohtar still insisted
that Anwar exaggerated the
facts of his beating.

"Based on the medical re:
lports and the investigation file,

am satisfied that several in-
juries alleged by Anwar are not
true while there are other in-
juries on some parts of his body
which are proved to have been
caused by police officers,”
Mohtar said
Anwar, reading Mohtar's

Mohtar

statement im a local newspaper,
ratsed his eyebrows and asked
reporters who for the first time
were not prevented by police
from aﬂprnach*lng him: "What
abotst the other injuries?"

Anwar was fired Sept 2 by
Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad, who deemed him
morally unfit to lead.

After leading massive politi-
cal reform rallies, Anwar was
arrested Sept 20. He said that on
the night of his arrest, he was

unched and kicked until he
ell unconscious:

Nobody knew of the beating
until Anwar showed tip in court
for his: arraignment nine days
later with: a black eye and
bruises. The beating cause and
international outcry against
his treatment and the AG's of-
fice launched an investigation.

Anwar currently is on trial
for charges that he tried to
abuse his power as deputy prime
minister and finance minister
to cover up illegal sexual activi-
ties.

The government

inquiry |

ot -

into his beating has so far
failed to identify the officers re-
sponsible for ‘the injuries.
Mohtar said the probe was still
under way and that any police
officer found guilty of hitting
Anwar would be punished,

Opposition leaders, mean-
while, called the incomplete
inquiry pathetic.

"After having allowed this
inquiry to .drag on for more
than four months; the AG is
only able to report that the in-
quiry is still incomplete," Syed
Husin All, president of the
Malaysian People's Party, said
in a. statement Wednesday.
"This is thoroughly scan-
dalous,”

Lim Kit Siang, the opposi-
tion leader in Parliament. de-
manded an independent inves-
tigation intc the beating.

Justice for Anwar and jus-
tice lor all Malaysians demand
a royal comnussion for fnquiry
to conduct public investigations
into Anwar's black eye and
other injuries while in police
custody,” Lim said.
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| Landing facilities
to be upgraded
at Delh1 Airport

NEW DELHI, Jan 6: India on
Tuesday vowed (o upgrade land-
ing facilities. at New Delhi's
main international airport in a
bid to.overcome disruptions
caused by winter fog, otficials
said, reports AFP,

Civil Aviation Minister
-Ananth Kumar said upgraded
instrument landing systems

would also be installed at New
Delhi's Indira Gandi Interna-
tional Airport by November
this year. _ ;

e system would be on top
of mavigation equipment al-
ready installed in New Delhi
and at the country's busiest air-
port in Bombay by Raytheon of
the United States, they said.

Existing landing equipment
here does not offer readings be-
yond 600 metres (1,980 feet)
while winter fogs often brought
visibility down to less then 100
metres (330 feet).

The fog. which blanketed
northern India on December 18,
also hit thousands of train ser-
vices and caused innumerable
road accidents,

Congolese rebels deny
killing of 500 villagers

GOMA, Jan 6: Rebels killed

at least 500 people in a village

in southeastern Congo last
week in apparent retaliation
for an attack on their soldiers,
Roman Catholic missionaries
in the area reported Tuesday.
The rebels have .denied any
knowledge:of the massacre, re-
ports AP,

The Misna missionary news
services quoted sources as say-
ing the rebels rampaged
through the village of
Makobola for three days be-
ginning Dec. 30 swinging ma-
chetes and shooting guns.

"They killed many, many
children, many women, many
elders. Many innocent people,”
said the Rev Giulio anese,
head of the Misna news agency.

He declined to 'identify
sources, fearing for their safety.
"Our:sources are eyewitnesses,
some of them."

The agency said the killing
was carried out by the Con-
golese rebels fighting to oust
President Laurent Kabila, ap-
parently in retaliation forran
earlier attack on the soldiers by
the local Mai-Mai militiamen.

But the rebels deny the re-
port-of indiscriminate Killings
in' the village located about 15
kilometers (9 miles] south of
the Lake Tanganyika port of
Uwira; |

"It's: impossible; The area
arourid Uvira has been calm.
The news of a inassacre is a lie,"
said rebel commander Jonas

Padiri. "Even if provoked; our
operations would. not affect
civilians, That's truly false.”

There was no independent
confirmation of the report.

Misna quoted Father Giulio
Albanese as saving he believed
the miassacre was the worst in
the country's history.

In August, rebels conlessed
to a similar massacre of several
hundred civilians in Kasika,
also seuth of Uvira, where the
Rwandan-backed units killed
civillans in revenge for an am-
bush on their comrades by Mai-
Mai Fighters”

The August incident, offi-
cially still under investigation,
has strained relations between
the rebel movement and the in-
fluential Roman Catholic
church. =

10 ROK politicians
barred from I

leaving country

SEOUL. .Jan 6: Prosecutors
barred 10 opposition legislators
from !Eavin% the country
Wednesday to face an investiga-
tioni into the theft of classified
ﬁa:;.'erument documents, reports

On New Year's Eve, members
of ‘the opposition Grand Na-
tional Party broke into room in
the National Assembly building
and seized dozens nfcrncummlts I
owned by the governmernt intel-
ligence agency.

They said the small, win-
dowless room was used by intel-
ligence agents to spy on politi-
cians and that the documents
they selzed proved their accisa-
tions,

Both President Kim Dae-
jung's ru!ing(};rart}r and the spy
agency denied the charges. The
said the room was a liaison :ﬁr
ficer for intelligence officials
and accused opposition legisla-
tors of steeling documents that
they sald included eclassified
material.

Prosecutors said they would
summeon the 10 opposition leg-
islators for questioning this
week about their alleged roles
in the break-in and seizure of
the documents,

Would a Senate trial close down Washington?

"WASHINGTON, Jan 6 The
US Senate agonizing over
whether to throw Bill Clinton
out of office, the chiel justice
presiding over the trial, the
White House chsessed with de-
fensive tactics: It sounds like a
fu;mula for gridlock, reports
AP,

All three branches of the
anerﬂment — 'the executive,
egislative and judicial — are
about to be involved in what
one senator, Republican Arlen
Syi':\]ec:ter of Pennsylvania; calls
"the most important trial that's
éver been conducted.”

With. the impeachment
drama still playing out; it is

shortcut proposals for handling
the trial. said "it's more impor-
tant that it be done right than it
be done quickly." Some sena-
tors say they could operate on a
two-track system, legislation in
the morning, trial in the after-
noon.

Clinton is still set to deliver
his Jan 19 State of the Union
address, although a handful of
senators proposed a delay. An-
other important deadline re-
quires Clinton to submit a bud-
get by Feb. 1. The White House
says it can do that,

The most comparable period
is the Watergate era, from the
spring of 1972 though the sum-
mer of 1974.

Washington was engrossed,
but government went on: sol-
diers soldiered, sailors satled,
mailmen delivered the mail.
Elections were held, meat %t:t
inspected, Congress raised the
minimum wage, and the
supreme Court handed down
decisions desplite a docket
heavy with Nixon's attemnpts to
dely subpcenas.

supreme Court Justice San-
dra Day O'Conner last month
said thal even if the Chief Jus-
tice has to preside over a Senate
trial in the afternoons, he'd be
free to hear cases in the mom-
ings.

Political scientist Stephen
Wayne of Georgetown Univer-

gnasib]e that Washington could
e headed for a standstill until
Clinton's fafte is finally settled.

That could ‘take days,
months, or even a year — de-
pending upon the forecaster:

There have been doomsday
scenarios. A few days before the
House impeached Clinton, Paul
Begala, a political adviser to the
president, predicted that such
an: act would lead to chaos.
"This is going tormake the gov-
ernment shutdown look like a
pienic,” he sald. '

And a Republican congress-
man who opposed impeach-
ment, Rep Peter King of New
York, foresaw bitterness so se-
vere that it would eradicate bi-
partisanship.

"We are a nation intent on
killing 'itself, on destroying it-
self," King said. "You won't see
any cooperation, none at all.
‘There's too much bad blood on
the floor.”

Of course, dire predictions
‘are sometimes made for politi-
cal reasons.

The case can be made that a
Senate trial won't make much
difference, especially if it ends
in _acquittal ‘or compromise,

and quickly.

After all, the country has
lived for nearly a year with the
scandal and has prospered.
With the Cold War over and the
economy good, what happens in
Washington seems less crucial
than it used to.

Republican. Sen.  Phil
Gramm; who is dubious of

Fresh clashes 1n Sierra Leone

ECOMOG troops kill over
200 rebels in 2 days

FREETOWN, Dec 6: Nigerian-
led intervention troops, known
as ECOMOG, killed more than
200 Sierra. Leonean rebels in
two days of fighting just 17
kilometres east of Freetown;
civillan ‘survivers said Tues-
day, reports AFP.

Witnesses said clashes began
on Sunday with an attack on
the small town of Hastings and
then spread to Jul, where Nige-
rian infantry troops are based.
?I‘he fighting forced residents to

ee.

Members of the pro-govern-
ment Kamajor militia, tradi-
tional hunters fighting ECO-
MOG troops, are deployed in
strength in Jui, adjacent to an
ECOMOG military base.

Witnesses said extensive
bombardements by ECOMOG
cut deep into rebel ranks, pre-
venting them from retreating.

ECOMOG troops from Free-
town intercepted fleeing clvil-
lans at a nearby junction and
advised them to return home
and remain indoors.

A witness said the rebels had
split into two groups after .a
first attack at Hastings, one

comprised of renegade soldiers
from the Sierra Leonean army
and the others comprised of
rebels of the Revolutionary
United Front (RUF).

Meanwhile, heavily armed
troops and Kamajor hunters
were continuing to comb the
surrounding hills, caves and
the bush for rebel elemernits.

Sierra Leone's defence chief
of stalf, Nigerian General
Maxwell Khobe said in an ad-
dress that he did not "want to
hear that a single innocent soul
in Freetown was lost to the hit-
and-run rebels who attack from
the outskirts now and then."

Meanwhile, the Nigerian-led
force was expecting reinforce-
ments on Tuesday after
promises from two couniries
that they would send in contin-

ents shortly to help deal with
the RUF rebels and soldiers of a
militawgunta ousted by ECO-
MOG in February last year.

State radio announced that a
military delegation from Mall
was due to arrive in the capital
next week to meet with com-
manders of ECOMOG.

_cabinet sworn in

dent of Congress whose ap-

5ity, an expeit on both Congress
and the presidency, says Clin-
ton-and congressional Republi-
cans would both be motivated to
be productive during a trial.

"President Clinton would
play the role of a public presi-
dent with a vengeance to try to
demonstrate the importance of
his public functions and the
triviality of those accusations
about_ his: private behaviour,”
said Wayne.

As for Congress, "If the Re:
publicans want to demonstrate
that théy are not mear-spir-
ited," they might enact some-
thing like Clinton's forthcom-
ing {}mpusa] to gave a tax break
to those who take care of the
long-term disabled, Wayne said.

New Peruvian

LIMA, Jan 6: Peruvian Pres-
ident Alberto: Fujimori on
Tuesday swore in a new cabinet
headed by economist Victor Joy
Way, who will serve as its presi-
dent as well as finance minis-
ter, reports AFP.

The cabinet reshuffle —
which affects most of the 16
ministries and will 'see nine
new ministers — was widely
seen-as an attempt by Fujimori
to bolster his charnices: for win- °*
ning a third term in 2000 elec”
tions. '

Joy Way, the former presi-

pointment - was ‘announced
Sunday, relaces Jorge Baca
Campodonica, who was blamed
for Peru’s economic woes.

The new teamn includes some
surprises such as Maria Luisa
Cuculiza; the new minister for
the promotion of women, who
is considered a strong ally of
Fujimori's mnain political rival,
Lima Mayor Alberto Andrade.

Military posts in the cabinet
did not change hands with Gen-
eral Julio Salazar Monroe stay-
ing as defence secretary and
General Jose Villanueva Ruesta
remaining at the top of the inte-
rior ministry.

Attacks on Christians

India reacts angrily to
Pakistan's condemnation

NEW DELHI, Jan 6: India re-
acted angrily Wednesday to a
resolution by neighbour and ri-
val Pakistan condemning at-
tacks on Christians in India;
reports AP.

"The resolution; which con-
stitutes a gross interferernce in
India's internal affairs, is en-
tirely 'baseless and mis-
chievous,” the Indian Ministry
of External Affairs said in'a
statement. The ministry added
Pakistan had its own religious
troubles, "It is particularly re-
gretiable that an assembly rep-
resenting an increasingly in-
tolerant society should make
such observations”, it said.

Government and opposition
legislators in Pakistan unani-
mously adopted two resolutions
Tuesday, one condemning at-
tacks against Christians in In-
dia blamed on extremist Hindus
and another condemning Mon-
day's massacre of 16 Shi'ite
Muslims in Pakistan: by 'Sunni
Muslim extremists.

Since Christmas: Dec/25, a
score of churches, praver halls
and Christian schools have
been attacked by mobs wieldin
axes, iron bars, hammers an
stones in the Indian state of Gu-
Larat. The Indian government

as condemned the attacks and
called for religious tolerance,
but refused to ban extremist
I%lmu s: linked to Vajpayee's

indu nationalist Bharatiya
Jdanata Party that have been ac-
cused of orchestrating the vio-
lence, :

India, which is overwhelm-
ingly Hindu, is governed by .a
secular constitution. But fun-
damentalists say all Indians
should accept Hinduism as part
of their culture,

Pakistan is largely Muslim,
and last year its parliament
took steps to amend the consti-
tution to give the federal gov-
ernment sweeping powers to
interpret ‘and impose laws
based on it interpretation of the
Holy Quran.

Working without seeing
the sun for 2 months

KATHMANDU, Jan. 6: More
than 70 children have been
found working 18 hour days in
deplorable conditions in two
Kathmandu spinning factories.
a Nepali daily reported today,
says AFP,

The children aged 15 and
younger, had not seen daylight
for two months and were forced
to eat as they worked at their
spinning-wheels. the Kantipur,
Nepal's largest selling daily
said. :

"They have not seen nor felt
the warmth of the sun in this
cold winler for months," the re-
port said. .

But the owner of one of the
factories, Ganesh Karki. denied
the children were being ex-
ploited or made to work
their will,

"The workers themselves
want to earn more so they work
for longer periods. No one has
been forced to work." he said.

One youth. 15-year-old Ram
Bahadur Rai, was quoted as say-
ing he had not been allowed fo
leave - his factory for two
months:

There were guards at the
iactories to prevent the children

."‘ T
o

against

leaving ‘the premises; the
newspaper said.

Rai 'worked with 45 other
children in a {wo-storey fac-

tory.owned by Buddhi Karki.'a

brother of Ganesh Karki. who
employed 35 children in “un-
healthy. ‘narrow and untom-
tortable conditions,” the news-
paper said.

A child in Ganesh Karki's
factu?. Suka Bahadur, had
been denied sick leave despite a
high temperature and was
forced to continue spinning.

"Due to high temperature,
Suka Bahadur was unable to
speak and relate his problem
and misery,” the paper said.

But Ganesh Karki said, "Due
to weather condition, influenza
or common cold is guite natu-
ral at this time of year.”

The children at Buddhi
Karki's factory said they were
not allowed meal breaks and
were forced to eat as they sgun.

“After working for 18 hours
daily in the factories, the own-
ers deduct 1,300 rupees {20 dol-
lars) from the workers as
charge for food," the paper
quoted Ganesh Karki as saying.
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In this August 25, 1995 file photo Sophie Rhys-Jones ar-

rives at Heathrow Airport in: London before flying to Ab-
erdeen with Britain's Prince Edward. A British tabloid
newspaper reported Wednesday' that Prince Edward,
Queen Elizabeth Il's youngest son, and his longtime

girlfriend Sophie

Rhys-Jones will announce their

engagement. Buckingham Palace refused to confirm or

deny the report.

— AP/UNB photo




