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Housing for the Less
Moneyed

Finally it seems the government has hit upon a
housing plan that sounds sensible with its in-
volvement of foreign private capital and a thrust
upon the requirement of the limited income

groups.
'ngub]ic sector housing in our country has tradi-

tionally been confined to providing roofs over the:

heads of employees belonging to government, au-
tonomous and semi-autonomous organisations.

Operating on shoe-string budgets governments
could hardly afford building complexes for any
segment of the private citizenry. Through the
HBFC and NCBs house-building loans were, of
course, given to private citizens on behalf of the
government. But these could only cater to the needs
of the well-to-do with a profit motive, especially in
the area of multi-storied housing projects. Then
came swarms of real estate builders most of whom
operated on a highly commercial concoction of
land procured from the owner hﬂlparting a certain
number of flats of the proposed high-rise to him or
her, personal equity pool and borrowing from the
bank. Their housing prn{fcts and development
schemes ancill thereto have all been the hand-
maiden of the elite, by the elite and for the elite.
The low and limited income groups have com-
pletely been ignored so far in our housing plans
and visions.

Therefore, it comes as a breath of fresh air that

the government has decided to allow foreign in-
vestors to construct housing complexes for the low
and middle income brackets on the outskirts of the
city. There can be entirely foreign capital-based
straightforward housing enclaves like the 30,000-
flat construction project Malaysia has offered to
build on joint ventures with our Housing Direc-
torate and, better still, with our private sector in

an orchestrated bid to provide modern housing to

the average urban or suburban dweller. This will
connect well with the vision for a developmental
dispersal we keep to take the loads off the
metropolitan areas.

The Works Ministry and RAJUK need to get fo-
cused on the foreign investment-driven massive
housing project, something that Malaysia, China,
and nearer home Sri Lanka and Thailand have al-
ready tried out with significant success in alleviat-
ing their urban housing problems.

We need to sound warnings in five areas in order
that benefit can be optimised from such projects:
One, because the flats will be low-cost they must
not be substandard; two, the flat-related ownership
and transfer rules must be intelligible and unam-
biguous; three, there has to be proper management
and maintenance of structures that will have some
common facilities; four, a code for living in flats
will be welcome in view of the ad hocism that has
always characterised it. Last but not the least, such
housing complexes need to be connected with the

broader facilities of marketing, transport, educa-
tion, et all.

Revamp Security at ZIA
Suspension of some Civil Aviation Authority of
Bangladesh (CAAB) officials and emplniYIEEE fol-
lowing the death of a stowaway in the wheel car-
riage of a British Airways aircraft bears, in our
view, a positive message — the people at the helm
are concerned over the recurrent security leakage
at ZIA. We appreciate the CAAB move and hope
that their efiorts towards Elugging security leakage
at the airport will not end here. In ocur country, it
often happens that, inquiries lose way once the hue
and cry upon revelation of gross irregularities die
down. As the citizen loses interest and flow of
newspaper reports comes down to a trickle, the in-
uisitors, it seems, find a pretext not to progress
urther. The end result is, more often than not, a
premature end of the affair. The flaw remains only
to surface with the loss of one life or two. It must
stop before such indifference leads to deaths of
hundreds on an aircraft. The authorities should
weigh the report and the suggestions set forth by
the probe committee into Saturday's death of a
young man in the wheel carriage; and take mea-
sures accordingly. |
There have been allegations of an organised
group within the airport officialdom abefting in
such breaches of security. Unemployed and unfor-
tunate people like Junaid or Mahbub who died in
Jeddah in a similar fashion are talked into it with
the lure of a secured and solvent future overseas.
Desperate and thus gullible, they take the risk.
-These allegations should not be brushed aside, no
matter how ludicrous they may sound to some peo-
ple. Until and unless the authorities eliminate
such possibilities, the matter would some day lead
to a disaster. We hope the authorities realise this
more than anybody else and would do everything
in their power to stave off another mishap like

that.
Voter ID Card

The Secretary of the Election Commission has
made a very important announcement at a work-

"s:ﬁl'?gi of the Press Institute of Bangladesh (PIB). Ac-
co

oraing to him the EC will supply identity cards to
each of the roughly 57 milliurplpv?;ters ﬂft%rhe coun-
try by Juné this year. This is great news for the vot-
ers of the country and also for the political parties.
The future of this important pru{lect lay in doubt so
many times that Pen le almost lost hope of getting
the 1D Cards at all. The plans for printing and sup-

lying ID Cards were shelved for Eu:k- of funds and
ogistic support that were needed to launch and
complete such a gigantic task successfully. We
compliment the Election Commission for going
ahead with the project despite impediments. But
what we do not understand is the announcement of
such a big news from a workshop as exclusive as
that of the PIB. The EC secretary said there could be

14 uses of this card other than voting but did not
elaborate. Basically we would request the EC to

take the people into confidence by briefin
Press elaborately on the ID card prn}rect S0 thgattﬂg
implementation which depends on public coopera-
tion can receive a fillip. They can make judicious
use of the electronic media to this effect.

ID cards can be a real safeguard against spurious
amsl false voting. It can also minimise the chances
of 'polls rigging’ — a complaint which is so com-
monly heard. whenever a candidate or a party
loses an election. A big question can also be raised
as to the distribution of so many cards in the next
six months, Here also a clear aniiouncement by the
CEC will be highly appreciated.
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Nepal and Bangladesh '

A Decade of P

VER since the 1994 general
elections in Nepal, the
country’'s politics has
hardly seen a dull moment. The
205-member House of Repre-
seritatives, as the Lower House
of the Parliament is called, has
produced six coalition govern-

‘ments in four years; in varying

permutations and combi-
nations of political parties and
personalities. The latest in this
game of political musical
chairs is the government
formed by Girija  Prasad
Koirala of the NEEal Congress,
in coalition with the United
Marxist-Leninist Party. Prime
Minister Koirala had also
headed the preceding govern-
ment, in coalition with the
other Communist faction in the
parliament, that calls itself
merely the Marxist-Leninist
Party (not United!). He had to
resign when that comimunist
faction withdrew its support
and he consequently lost his
majority in the parliament.
However, it did not need the
Prime Minister too much of
time and effort to enlist the
support of the eager and ready
present coalition partners. Ide-
ological differences,; if any, be-
tween these two communist
factions are not certainly visi-
ble to the naked political eyes!
The name of the game is to be in
power.

Thnuﬁh geu‘fraphically
Nepal and Bangladesh possess
very diflerent physical features,
pervasive poveriy in both the
countries present many com-
mon problems. More than half
the population in both the
countries live below the poverty
line. The annual per capital in-
come in Nepal and Bangladesh
is' 225 US dollars and 283 US
dollars, the percentage of liter-
acy 27 per cent and 38 per cent
and average life expectancy 57
years and 58 years, respectively.
In the list of developin
countries, Nepal arn
Bangladesh occupy positions
very near the bottom;

'There is a commonality be-
tween the two countries in po-
litical developments as well,
Both the countries got rid of
autocratic regimes in the be-
ginning of this decade to set up
parliamentary form of gov-
ernments. General elections
took place in both the countries
in 1991. A very large number of
political parties participated in
the election with only a few suc-
ceeding in gaining an entry into
their respeclive parliaments.
Since then, however, politics in
the two countries has not guite
ecvolved in an identical manner.

Thanks to the 30 reserved
women's: seals in_our parlia-
ment, the BNP.in 1991 and the
Awami League in 1996 were able
to achieve absolute majority.
Basically, they have taken their
turn in running the government

- in a manner, in which the role

of the parliament has been kept
marginal. As a result, demo:-
cratic _practices: and institu-
tions have not developed. It is
this more than anything else
that has encouraged the cullure
of hartal and violence in our
politics. ~

Nepal's experience with par-
liamentary democracy has been
somewhat different. In 199]
elections in that country, the
Nepal Congress got an absolute
majority in the 205-seat par-
liament, by capturing 113 seats,
The party had played a leading
role in bringing down the
'Panchaﬁat Raj’ and the people
had high hopes on that party.
But they were soon to be disap-
pointed. Soon after the forma-
tion of the government the
three powerful leaders of the

T

ANepal style split seems to have taken place within the Jatiya Party, as it happened within the
pro-panchayat Rashtriya Panchayat Party of Nepal, Ershad and Anwar Husain Manju emerging

as the Surya Bahadur Thapa and Lok Bahadur Chand of Bangladesh; who in which role being of
the least importance!

party, Ganesh Mansingh, Kr-
ishna Prasad Bhattarai and the
Prime Minister, Girija Prasad
Koirala, fell eout with each
other, for reasons more per-
sonal than political. The in-
fighting within the party took
such a bad turn that in 1994, the
Vote of Thanks to the King's
speech in the Parliament was
defeated, as 36 members of the
ruling Congress party abstained
from the voting. As a result, the
Prime Minster resigned and on
his advice, the King dissolved
the Parliament. The opposition
wernt to the Court challenging
the royal decision. The Court

however turned down the ap-

peal.

Elections were then held in
1994 and this time no party
succeeded in attaining an over-

all majority. In fact, the outgo-.
ing party in power, the Congress
party, with its 89 seats camé

second to the Communist party,
which musiered 91 seats. The
Rashtriﬁa Prajatanira Partly
(RPP}, the prolagonists ol the
Panchayat raj tJativa party ol
Nepall) was in the fortunate po-
sition of holding the balance of
power with 20 seats --a situa-
tion it subsequently exploited
io the hilt, Out of the remaining
five seats, three were held by the
sulppnsedly pro-Indian Good-
will Party and the other two
wernt to Independents. who
proved themselves ever ready to
join any party trying to form
the government!

In other words the 1994 elec-
tions threw up a coalition situa-
tion, as a result of which Nepal
has had six governments in the
last four years. In this political
free for all, all the parties have
participated at one time or the
other. And in the process two
parties ‘viz, the Communist
party and the RPP have got bi-
furcated,, both more or less
dowmn the middle. Nepal's con-
stitution allows the bifurcation
of a party provided 40 per cent
parliamentary members of a
party s wish., Those who have
adorned the prime ministerial
chair in the last four years are,
Manmohan -Adhikari of the
undivided Communist
Sherbahadur Deuba and Girija
Prasad Koirala of the Congress
(the: latter; -altogether 'three
times, In fact the former con-
fided to me with refreshing
candour, last March in Kath-
mandu, that being only 52 years
of age, he had more time than
the 72-year-old Koirala and
could therefore afford to be pa-
tient!), Suryabahadur Thapa
and Lokbahadur Chand, the two
leaders of the two factions of
the RPP. A comparable sifua-
tion in the Bangladesh scenario
would be like both Ershad and
Anwar Hussain Manju becom-
ing prime minister, in their
turn, with the Jatiya Party
holding the balance of power
between AL and the BNP! Credit
be to the bargaining power of
Chand and Thapa that all the
20 MPs were able to occupy
ministerial chairs at one time
or another! In fact, a vast ma-
jority of the 205 MPs ol the par-
liament have succeeded in their
effort in gathering ministerial
experience and the parliament
still has some life left, with the
elections expected in the spring.
So may be, good luck to the rest
of the MPs!

In Nepal, frequent changes
of government have led to an
increase i corruption in-the

party,

administration that is clearly
hurting the socioeconomic
progress of the country. A mood
of disenchantment and pes-
simism
people. thal may have con-
tributed to the escalating
guerilla activities in the coun-
tryside. This is causing some
concern to the authorities:
However the ‘coalition situa-
tion in the parliament has
some positive aspects as well,
As the political drama keeps on
unfolding, with the parliament
being the amphitheatre, apart
from the puerilla activities in

prevails among the,

have {o depend any longer on
the parliamentary support of
the smaller parties. Having
orice pulled out the ruling par-

ty's chestnuts out of the fire, the

smaller party finds itself un-
wanted and as a result alien-
ation sets in. This is what hap-
pened with the Jamaat in rela-
tion to the BNP, in the 1991 par-
liament and is happening with
the Jamaat and the Ershad fac-
tion of the Jativa Party, vis-a-
vis the AL. in the present par-
liament. [t may be recalled that
the BNP secured 140 seats in the
1991 parliament and ‘was in
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Lthe ‘countryside, there 'is not
much political violence in the
sireets. Governments have
changed and new coalitions
have been forged in gay aban-
don, but these have been peace-
fully done, following the consti-
tutional rules of the game. This
has lent some maturity to the
political bahaviour pattern.
Amidst all the chaos and confu-
sion of politics, democracy has
survived and there has not been
any constitutional crisis. And
this is something to be noted
about a country that has had
five constitutions in the last
fifty years, the one of 1991 be-
ing the last and the first truly
democratic one. Then, the judi-
ciary has performed a con-
structive role in certain difli-
cult and delicate situations and
has eamed popular confidence.
Lastly, the Nepalese monarch
has played a valuable role stay-
ing clear of politics and has, in
times of crises and uncertain-
ties, performed his constitu-
tional duties with diligence and
imagination. This has made
King Birendra personally popu-
lar and has enhanced the pres-
tige of the constitutional
monarchy as a stabilizing in-
stitution:

In Bangladesh governments
have remained stable, since
1991, in the parliamentary
sense, in as much as there has
not been any change of govern-
mernt in between the elections:
It is:mainly because of the 30
reserved womern’s seats in the

parliament. In the winner take
all system of voting, they are
indirectly elected by the mem-
bers of the parliament. As a re-
sult, to start with, the largest
party in the parliament has a
comparative advantage over the
other parties. By trading with a
smaller party. some of the
wornens. seats that the party
did not actually need for its par-
liamentary majorily, the BNP
in 1991 and the AL in 1996,
were able to establish comfort-
able majority in the parlia-
ment. The BNP did it in 1991,
with the Jamaat, by giving
away to il two women's seats,
and likewise, the ‘Al followed in
1996, by surrendering three
seats to the Jatiya Party. An-
other feature of this system is
that having elected the women
MPs, the large party gathers ab-
solute majority and does not

—

They should be
stopped!

Sir, 1 planned for shopping
for the coming Eid-ul-Fitr an

. went to the market on Friday

last.

After .crossing the Science
Laboratory my car could not go.
I.did not mind, as I knew that
people would be there for their
Eid shopping. 1 told my driver
to park the car at a safe place
where | can find him after
shopping. 1 did not have too
much time for sho pinF,. So |
planned for 3 hours II::'n.lt ailed to
complete after spending 6
hours: 1 could have been fin-
ished it within my expecta-
tions, but the reason I failed is
the crowd!

I do not mind if there is
crowd because I am not the only
person to go for shepping.
Women are not crowd for
women. | know it sounds
strange. Let me clear it. Being a
woman 1 can walk along with
another woman without any
hesitation, but what about the
men who go to the market to
harass the ladies by pushin
them and touching their hncF—
fes?

I have come to the concli:
sion that those persons had
nothing to do in the market but
pushing the ladies. Especially
in the markets for sari. Men
have nothing to do with saris.

I believe some men want to
accompany their wives or some
may buy it on their own to sur-
prise their wives but what about
the others? They go to the mar-
ket to tease and harass the
ladies,

Don't you think they should
be stopped? If no-one stops
them, they will start abusing
%rls sexually in public, Du

dan, special police should
be in the market to take care of
ladies by being harassed or
there may be a team to monitor

the activities of those persons
and immediately hand them
over to police.
Kaneez Mowla

74 D Monipuripara, Dhaka

Terror at midnight

Sir. As usual the 31st night
was an. utter horror. Do we re-
ally need to pull down young

ladies; no matter who they are
accﬂmlpanied with, just to have
some fun? Or are we to look at
those photes and make remarks

as, "Well 1 am sure the girl .

wasn'i good or else what would
she be doing at that hour with a
boy in the rickshaw”.

No matter what the girl is
like, who she is with of what
time it was, no woman wants to
be dragged out by a bunch of
savages, Trying to be western-
like is one thing, trying to fit
the mood with the New Year is
also one thing, but mentall
and physically harassing a lad?':r
is quite another. And what does
gu; highly etficient police force

O
Please, next year do sonie-

thing about the 31st night mis-
creants. :

Masroor Ahmad
Dhaka

I don't agree

Sir, This has reference to a
news item on the captioned sub-
ject which was published in an
English daily on 27th Decem-
ber. According to the news, the
high price of rice is resulted
from large scale hoarding of
rice by the traders all over the
country. But I do not agree with
him on follo grounds:

1] The post-flood deficit of
food grain was estimated to 40
lakh tons on the basis of crop
losses due to devastating flood
(20 lakh tons) plus normal an-
nual shortage of 20 lakh tons
and taking into account the
normal mar roduction
around 85 to 90 million tons.

2) There was serious pest at-
tack on Aman crop in the ma{ur
rice growing areas of the north-
ern districts.. All the harmful
pests like stem borer, brown
plant hopper, hispa. leaf roller;.
ear cutting caterpillar; sheath
blight, leaf rot attacked the
paddy fields thrnum the
growing period till sting
of the crop. All the news papers
published illustrated ris on
pest attack during the last few
months, It was estimated that
the Aman production loss due
to pest attack might be 40 to 50
per cent. Thus rice damage due
to pest attack should be counted
E:?h to 431 ltahih t;t-:]m which has

anc grain defi
around 70 lakh tons. =

3} Usually the normal pro-
duction of Aman is estimated

between 8-9 million tons. If the
damage caused by pest is con-
sidered even to the extent of 30
per cent the shortage of Aman
production comes to 27 lakh
tons. The Ministry of Agricul-
ture did riot take appropriate
pest control measures and no
additional fund was allocated
to help the marginal farmers
for biiying pesticides which are
most expensive in Bangladesh.
So to my knowledge the up-
ward trend of rice price is due to

supply, not hoarding by the
traders.

M A Jalil
372/B. Khilgaon. Dhaka

'Pesticide' threat

Sir, | was going through an
Indian journal published re-
cently. 1 learned about a new
kind of strategy of two micro-
organism which can prohibit
almost all kind of fangus and
bacteria without using any
chemicals/pesticide. %t is
recognised world-wide that pes-
ticides and other chemicals are
polluting environment and
sfreading toxic substances in
plants.

Of the two micro-organisms
one is Trichoderma SP and an-

- other is pseudomonas SP which

are known as fungus and bacte-

ria respectively can destroy

other harmful fungus and bac-

it:jeria by its antagonistic activi-
es,

When it apply in soil in pow-
der form, it penetrate into the
plants through roots and reacts
its antagonistic movement and
spread in all parts of plant. For
this reason, other detrimental
pest cannot attack the treated
plants.

If this technology could be
introduced in our country as
well as other courntries of the
world, environment would be
saved from dangerous impact of
chemicals/pesticide and this
way we can get fresh food and

pollution-free environment as
well as toxic-free ecology for
human mammals and plants.

Jahangir Alam

BAI, her-e-Bangla Nagar.,
Dhaka-1207. e 9
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need of 11 more seats for an
overall majority, before the
election of the 30 women MPs.

With the help of the Jamaat,

which then held 18 seats in the
parliament, it secured that ma-

jority and was thus able to elect
its own nominees as women

MPs. However, it gave 2 of those
seats to the Jamaat in the pro-

cess. Likewise, in 1996, the AL,
which had secured 146 seats in
the parliament, lacking 5 seats
for an overall majority, ob-
tained the support of the Jatiya
Party with its 30 MPs. The price
was, surrendering three wom-

en's seats to the Jativa Party.

Therelore, but for the 30 re-
served women's seals, we would
not have been spared a coali-
tion: situation both in the 1991
and the current 1996 parlia-
ment. as neither the BNP nor
the AL, had an overall majority

= r——m—

on their own. However, accord-
ing to Article 66(3) of the our
Constitution, the reserved seats
for the women should stand
abolished as of July 2001, un-
less of course the arrangement
is prolonged by a constitutional
amendment with a two third
majority. This majority, nei-
ther of the two big parties can
muster, without doing, what
may appear unthinkable, that
is: getting together to have the
amendment passed in the par-
liament. But this they may de-
cide to do in enlightened self-
interest so as not ifo alienate
feminine sensitivities! We may
therefore have the privilege of
witnessing a rare instance of
national unity and coopera-
tion!

Indeed, unlike India or
Nepal, we have not so far faced
the uncertainties of a coalition
scenario in the parliament,
with changing party loyalities.

__ . Party alignments have however

changed ever so often. In the
post 1991 situation, the Jamaat
abandoned the BNP and joined
the Jatiya Party and the AL
outside the parliament in the
movement to bring down the
BNP government. And now we
see the spectacle of Jamaat and
the Ershad faction of the Jatiya
Party getting together with the
BNP, against the ruling AL. In
the process a Nepal style split
seems to have taken place
within the Jatiya Party, as it
happened within the pro-pan-
chayat RashtrEi;ya Panchayat
Party of Nepal, Ershad and An-
war Husain Manju emerging as
the Surya Bahadur Thapa and
Lok Bahadur Chand of

Bangladesh; who in which role =

being of the least importance!
In our constitution there is
ol course a provision against
MPs' changing party loyalities.
Articles 70[1) of our constitu:-
tign says. "a person elected as a

arliamentary Democracy

member of parliament at an
election at which he was nomi-
nated as a candidate by a politi-
cal party, shall vacate his seat
if he resigns from that party or
votes in parliament against
that party.” We have, however,
in the present AL-led govern-
ment, Jatiya Party and BNP
members, against the wishes of
their respective parties. In the
Parlilament, the Speaker has
accepted the situation by inter-
preting the above quoted provi-
sion of the constitution liter-
ally, maintaining that the min-
isters concerned (Manju of JP
and the two junior ministers of
the BNP) have neither resigned
from their respective parties
nor have they voted against
those in the parliament. How-
ever, the opinion of the Chief
Election Commissioner was not
sought in the matter. The ques-
tion was referred to the High
Court, which has opined that
the decision of the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner should
have been sought. An appeal by
the government against this
opinion is now pending with
the Appellate Division.

The recent 'to be or not to be'
Khaleq situation has indeed
dramatically revealed that the
culture of changing parties has
firm roots in our politics, al-
though at times we may attempt

.to do so in inimitable local

style, without any apparent re-
sults. However, with all our
sympathies for poor Mr. Khale-
gs predicament. one has to
point out that the list of turn-
coat politicians, who have been
successful in the past, of achiev-
ing ministerial positions and
above, by changing party
colours, is fairly long and im-
pressivel Future parliaments
may indeed call for the forma-
tion of coalition governments.

It is therefore imperative that

- we are clear in our interpreta-

tion of the constitutional pro-
vision against changing parties

or party loyalities, by the mems-
bers ol the parliament. Other-
wise this could clearly be a
source of recurring political un-
certainties,

OPINION ) |

Dhaka-Calcutta Bus Route: Wh
BNP So Perturbed?

y 18

A H Jaffor Ullah writes from New Orleans, Louisiana, USA

The government of Sheikh
Hasina had decided to give its
blessings to open a direct bus
service from Dhaka to Calcutta
some time this year. However.
true to the nature of being the

main opposition party, the BNFP

has recently showered its mis-

ivir;éf to this undertaking. So
ar; Khaleda Zia has' givenh some
economic reasons whose gen-
uineness remains to be eluci-
dated by the economists.

The main opposition party
of Bangladesh literally uses the
word “opposition” to oppose ev-
erything the present adminis-
tration of Bangladesh proposes
for-the nation. In the US and
elsewhere in the developed na-
tionts the opposition party plays
a very important role in the leg-
islative body to shape agenda
and bills that come in the floor
for discussion. But that mode of
operation has no place in
Bangladesh.

. In Bangladesh, the opposi-
tion, politicians love to hit the
street in a hurry, whenever they
agree to disagree with the ruling
E—:rt}r. I' would be 'curious to

ow how many days the oppo-
sition politicians of
Bangladesh had attended the
national assembly. It may very
well be a quotable statictics as
to the number of days the BNP
parliamentary members had
gone to the street to show their
resentment versus the days they
remained confined to the four
walls of Sangshad Bhavan. Like
the little school children, who
are dying to get outside the
classroom when the final bell
rings, the opposition politi-
cians of Bangladesh also want
to be in the street. They forgot
one thing — that their con-
stituency had elected them to
attend the legislative session so
that they may vote on impor-
tant issues, and carry out im-
portant parliamentary func-
tions.

Sometimes | wonder
whether these elected politi-
cians understand the job de-
scription. of a parliamentary
member. Wouldn't it be nice to
put all the MPs to a school
where the erudite professor of
governmental studies may ex-
Flain to them in detail the
unctions.they are supposed to
carry out as a mcmger of an
clite body. They should be
quizzed thoroughly before a cer-
tificate of completion is to be
awarded to them. Without the

certification, they will not be
“permitted to attend the inaugu-

ral ceremony let alone attend
the real session. -

Getting back to the main
topic; let me ask this blunt

uestion — why is Begum
aleda Zia so incensed by the
rospect of a direct bus line
rem Dhaka to Calcutta ? Is it
really a bad idea to open direct
bus line from Dhaka to Cal-
cutta? She may like the idea of
being in isolation. But should
Bangladesh go into some kind
of self-imposed isolation? How
about shutting down all the air
links to outside world? No air
service to Calcutta, New Delhi,
London, Persian Gulf States.
Tokyo, Bangkok, Hong Kong,
Singapore, or any other desti-
nation in the globel Would she
be happy?

[ think if Khaleda Zia and
her lieutenants believe in isola-
tion then we should seriously
debate the issue; but ]]ust to say
no bus service to Calcutta is a
preimsterﬂus suggestion. She is
really worried about the sari
industries of Bangladesh. Her
veiled threat focused on one
thing - the consumer will go to
Calentia by busloads and bring
back too much consumer prod-
ucts, mostly saris, and would
cripple Bangladesh's vital in-
dustries. Is there any substance
in it?

Western Bangladesh has
long borders with West Bengal
running north to south. Does
she know how many saris are
crossing borders everyday? The
cra}ss-burigler trade had been
going on for the last fifty years
right under the watchful ey};i of
our border patrol. Did she ever
complain about it? What did
she do to stop that while she
was the Prime Minister for five
lunE years?

esides, it is not a difficult
task to restrict inflow of Indian
merchandise by bus if the
Bangladesh authorities clearly
define what items could be
brought back by each passenger.

- I'think it would be simply fool-

se the bus service
from Dhaka to Calcutta only on
the ground that too much mer-
chandise would seéep into
Dhaka from W, Bengal.

Let me now enumerate the
other reasons why Begum
Khaleda Zia and her party are
opposed to this idea of direct
bus route from Dhaka to Cal-
cutta. Are they afraid of import-

ish to op

«- ‘paranoia about W. Beng

ing culture from. Calcutta to
Bangladesh? Do they think that
this direct bus roufe from Cal-
cutta would open the floodgate
of new ideas in the minds of the
people in Bangladesh?' |

I have every reason to be-
lieve that Begum Zia and her
party elite had imaginary
. This
paranoia 'is: the root cause of
this anti-West Bengal attitude
in the minds of BNP policy-
makers. BNP party had always
espoused anti-West Bengal and
anti-Indian policy for whatever
reasons. I have also watched
them from a great distance and
even found them to have bias
towards Pakistan, I sincerely
hope that this policy of BNP has
nothing to do with communal-
ism but I cannot dissociate such
thoughts altogether after I
heard 'some strong rhetoric
gum Begum Zia from time to

mle.

In this-age of globalization
and glasnost, it will be a mis-
take of monumental proportion
to close Bangladesh's border to
outside world. The BNP policy-
makers should understand this
very succinctly. We now live in
a world where the motto is -
sink or swim. Bangladesh has
to learn how to swim in the free
trade market, otherwise she
will sink down very fast. Our
textile industry has to improve
the quality of their output; oth-
erwise, saris and other fabric
materials will enter
Bangladesh through legitimate
or hidden routes. By shutting
down the bus route between
Dhaka and Calcutta, we cannot
improve the quality of
Bangladesh’'s textile materials.

On the:-cultural front all I
have to say that Bombay's
movie industry and satellite TV
channels had already done an
irreparable damage to the cul-
tural milieu of Bangladesh.
Opening the bus route between
Dhaka and Calcutta cannot
make the matter worse.

All in all. Begum Zia had
found an imaginary evil in the
roposed bus route between
haka and Calcutta. In keeping
up with her past tradition, she
is now opposing this benign
venture too. Too often. she had
cried "wolf." (Remember? CHT
treaty was a bad thing for the
country!] If she continues cry-
ing, "woll,” then soon no one
would listen to her pleas.
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"The Breach of Our Discontent"

The article on the captioned
subject (DS, 27.12.98] is in ref-
erence. The writer deserves
thanks for covering the unfor-
tunate and condemnable recent
US-UK attack on helpless Iraq
on imagin ExXcuses,

It is funny that US and UK
had attacked Iraq because the
former possesses (as they say)
weapons of mass destruction.
Even if Iraq has the weapons,
why US-UK should the both-
ered? Are they the police-na-
tions of the world? If they think
so, then why don't they punish
other nations as well who have
the same weapons?

They are not doing so be-
cause they are partisan in atti-
tude and follow double-stan-
dardism. And unfortunately the
UN, the largest world body, has
been failing in its duty to pro-
tect the global interest and as

such its status has become sort
.of a toothless tiger as observed
by the writer,

Abu Imran

The attacks on Iraq are
nothing but illegal attempts to
bail out Mr Clinton from the
impeachment process. Perhaps
this won't help him because ear-
lier, he had sinned f(illegal sex
with Monica), affecting him,
Monica and his family. Mrs
Hillary seemed to have taken it
as protot of western way of
life and forgiven her husband,
Accordingly, his daughter
might have also forgiven her fa-
ther for family peace. And last
but not the least. Mr Bill Clin-
ton might have also repented
for the sin which Allah might
have accepted or rejected to
punish him  hereafter,

The story could have ended
there. But his later activities,
like bombing Iraq and killing
civilians for no fault of theirs,
are unpardonable acts since
these involve murder and de-
struction of properties. Hence
he has invoked wrath of nearly

-here and hereafter. Not only

one billion Muslims the world
over — four billion people.

'So there is little scope for
him to escape punishment b:;ll;h

e
above but justice demands that
US-UK-UN should make good
the loss in terms of ocbservation
made by the writer.

Besides, the unilateral US-
UK action against Iraq has
opened a good scope for other
UN member countries to rally
round Russia to form a counter
balancing force like the one
that existed prior to disintegra-
tion of the USSR and emergence
of the CIS.

This time, the Muslim world
hopefully 'will be stronger be-
cause of the changed global sit-
uation and an increased num-
ber of Muslim countries, cessa-
tion of inter-, intra-hostility
etc. And the resultant effect, it
is foreseen, would be a weaker
US-UK alliance and ultimately
they will lose.
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