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Looking into 1999...
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The Big Questions — Now for the Answers

Most of the main themes of 1999 may
one way or another, by this time next

year of the

E have had 1998. Seen
this. Done that. Surfed
the internet. Read the
headlines. Even some of the
stories. So what comes next?
As we slip into the dying
days of the 20th Century two of
the biggest question marks for
1999 are obvious enough: Will
Saddam and Clinton still be in
place?
The betting is that both will
be there. But a great many other
conundrums are waiting to be

answered in the next 12
months. '
Such as;
Will the euro (European

Monetary Union) take off as the
world's most successful regional
single currenc

Will Africa come together to
settle the Congo war or will the
conflict deepen into its first
continent-wide civil war?

Will Anwar Ibrahim lose his
trial in Kaula Lumpur or will
Mahathir Mohamad lose power
as prime minister of Malaysia
— or will both things happen?

Will there be international
panic over the millennium bug

Ingram writes from London -

in the last months of the fea.r‘?

Or will it turn out to have been
the biggest of all scares?

_ Will Northern Ireland go the
final mile to peace with
weapons destroyed and a par-
liament in Belfast firmly es-
tablished?

Where will General Au%ustu
Pinochet find himself as 2000
Is rung in?

Can Yeltsin last out the year,
or will there be a huge political
explosion? And what be the
Russian people's lot in 19997

Will General Obasanjo be-
come the President of Nigeria in
the February elections?

Who is to lead Indonesia, the
world's fifth largest country, af-
ter the 7 June elections and will
there be peace?

Will, Israel choose a more
moderate leadership in the elec-
tionts in April-May?

Will Yasser Arafat unilater-
ally declare a Palestianian
state on 4 May?

These are the really difficult
questions. Simple to answer is
what will happen on the ground
in relations to Sri Lanka, Alge-

ria. Kosovo, Sudan, Cyprus, An-
gola, Burma. It is, alas, all too
predictable: more of the same.
The launch of the euro will
be the first big story of 1999 be-
cause the arrival of a new cur-
rency for a group of states as
owerful as the European
nion is bound to affect eco-
nomic relations all over the
world.

Britain will be standing on
one side biting its fingernails. It
hardly had a choice since its
economy cannnot yet be syn-
chronised with those of the
other EU countries. But the is-
sue will once more bitterly di-
vide the political parties inter-
nally as well as between them-
selves.

In Britain, too, a historic
event will take place in 1999:
the first parliament in Scotland
for almost 300 vears will sit in
Edinburgh in June after May
elections. The Welsh will have
an assembly for the first time
soon after tﬁ'eir elections at the
same time.

If Clinton stays in place he

will be the lamest of ducks and
the US will begin early to shape
u]p for the 2000 presidential
elections, By December the
country could be indulging in
an agonising debate about it-
self, arguably, as long and bitter
as the one on Vietnam.

What has %nne wrong, the
American people will be asking,
that the nation can have elected
in modern times two lying pres-
idents who have led them to
waste millions of hours and bil-
lions of words on domestic
scandals like Watergate and
Lewinsky?

Many will be saying that
while people died in Nicara%la
and Bangladesh, starved in Su-
dan the world stood by and
laughed at the thought of the
president of the world's great
most powerful country exposing
himself in the White House. In
the 2000 presidential elections
the people of the United States
are going to ask how they had
got into such a situation.

The retirement of the year
will be that of Nelson Mandela,

be predictable enough and so may be the qﬁ-E-StiﬂHE that will have to be answered,
year. But the nature of the answers waits for the curtain to go up on the last
20th century. Gemini News Service takes a quick look at what will make the 1999 headlines. Derek

who steps down in three
months time as President of
South Africa. It will be the oc-
casion for tribute, sadness and
celebration of a man who will
almost certainly end up high on
the lists everyone will be
preparing for 31 December of
‘the ten outstanding figures of
the 20th Century.

Almost certainly his succes-
sor will' be Vice-President
Thabo Mbeki. All eyes will be
on the conduct in May-June of
the second elections to be held
in South Africa since the end of
‘the apartheid era and the
progress of democracy there.'

People will be asking
whether the new South Africa is
living up to its early promise
and what kind of a man is tak-
ing on the mantle of Mandela,
Few have been bequeathed a
harder act to follow than the
next president of South Africa.

The author founded Gemini
News Service in 1967 and
served as its editor far 27 years.
He is now consultanf editor.
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Impeachment Makes the American
Heart Grow Fonder

E may never know
whether it was a gross
and sinister plot, or

merely reckless sex and pres-
idential stupidity, or a mix of
all these factors that landed
Bill Clinton in the swamp of
impeachment., We do know that
the result has staggered and ex-
i;asperated the United States
and, astonishingly, has offered
€linton yet another opportu-
nity to come out punching.

Wait until the truth is
known, said the Republicans, as
they ignored Clinton's popular-
ity rating and propelled him
implacably towards a Senate
trial. Just wait, they said, until
the public realises the serious-
ness of the charges against him.

Well, now the charges are
laid, their details told and re-
told in every medium of mass
communication. And the result;
Clinton's popularity has scared
in the polls to 73 per cent, his
highest ever rating — even
higher than anything achieved
by that evergreen favourite
Ronal Reagan. The whole na-
tional believes he lied to a

and jury about his sexual af-
air with Monica Lewinsky: but
it is ever clearer that most
Americans do not want him
impeached. Two thirds of them
say no to it. One third says cen-
sure him, but cancel the Senate
trial. And another third now
wants him to be let go unpun-
ished — no censure, no trial.

Suddenly the Republican
chest-beating, the stern and
confident moralising, the cries
that perjury must call down the
gravest of penalties on Clinton,

anishing him from office and
from any official role — all this
is muted. Instead there is specu-
lation e:verg;vhere about how an
end might be written to the case.
And impeachment now seems a
fading objective,

It 1s as though stone is turn-
ing plastic. Already several Re-
publican congressmen who
-voted for impeachment have

Yet again the Comeback Kid is living up to his name. Just as the impeachment
process looks likely to sink him, his poll ratings climb through the roof. Gemini
News Service reports on the ongoing saga as the odds on impeachment seem to

lengthen.

Cliff Hopkinson writes from New York

written to the Senate recom-
mending that censure be substi-
tuted.

And Clinton, the great esca-
per. the Comeback Kid, the
Houdini of high office, is hit-
ting out again, his hubris seem-
ingly inexhaustible.

en it was clear that Ken
Starr, the Independent Counsel,
had gathered evidence of Clin-
ton’s liaison with Lewinsky. the
president was forced to re-
nounce his own earlier denials
of their affair. His TV confes-
sion riveted the nation. And
like every pre-impeachment
statement he made on the sub-
ject, it failed to impress either
is supporters or his enemies.
His tone was arrogant. The mat-
ler was private, he said, between
himself. his family and God.
Therg was no apology for the
months in which he had misled
the country.

Sensing the dismay that
followed, he began a series of
public apologies. In one he
called the Reverend Jesse Jack-
son to his side to tell the televi-
sion audience how he was coun-
selling the president in his tra-
vail. In another, the presiden-
tial eye appeared to brim with
remorse. Eventually, in an-
other, he agreed to accept suit-
able censure.

But somehow the word was

not well enough fitted to need.

In a final, unheralded TV ap-
pearance before he flew off for
peace-brokering in Israel. and
shortly before the Judiciary
Committee of the House of Rep-
resentatives was to vote on arti-

cles of impeachment, he apolo-
gised again. But neither in atti-
tude nor substance was there
anything new. His failure to
admit to lying, to perjury, was
on every Republican, and many
a Democrat, tongue.

Meanwhile the words on
Clinton's own tongue throbbed
with presidential endeavour:
the need to shore up the social
security system; the need to
strive yet again for Middle East
peace; and, shortly after, the
need to blast Irag with Cruise
missiles, The nation goggled.
Would the Republicans impeach
the Commander-in-Chief while
American forces were in action
against Saddam Hussein? In-
deed they would, bizarre as it
seemed,

And the bizarre then begat
bizarre. Bob Livingston, the Re-
publicans’ designated Speaker.
confirmed. reports that he had
had a series of adultereus af-
fairs and said he would resign
from Congress. His colleagues
rewarded him with ovations. He
hoped, he said, that Clinton
would follow his example and
step down.

Shurt]ﬁ after his impeach-
ment by the House of Represen-
tatives, however. Clinton strode
into the Rose Garden of the

White House, hand in hanld ith
his wile, to make it clear that he

intended to serve until "the last
hour” of his elected term. Now
suddenly, he was bullish. Al-
though dark circles and pufly
skin below moist eyes betrayed
the stress he was enduring, he
had a surprisingly bouncy mes-

sage. :

It was time for an end, he
said, to partisan politics — and
it was not difficult to conclude
whose partisan activities he
had in mind. He hoped the move
to try him in the Senate could
be brought to an "appropriate”
end. There was no baring of the
breast now, no further apology,
no longer the bowed spirit and
the suggestion that he would ac-
cept censure gladly. This was a
man asking, inwardly praying,
that the public would rally to
him in even greater numbers.
Shortly afterwards, in another
televised address, he announced
the end of the belabouring of
Irag. And shortly after that the
polls began to answer his
prayers.

Such is the man's monumen-
tal self-confidence, that he
probably believes he can now,
with one bound, be free. And
whe could be sure he is wrong?
The partisan rush to judgement
is over. Members of the Senate
will give more weight, it seems,
to the wishes of the voters than
did their brethren in the House,

Of the 55 Republican sena-
tors some have begun to agree
publicly that it is unlikely a
trial could produce the 67 votes
needed to convict Clinton. They
believe a trial should begin. But
they do not rule out a motion to
censure the president rather
than a verdict that would cast
him out. Even that idea might
conceivably be floated away on
the rising tide favourable to
Clinton. For it is {?Erfﬂﬂﬂy pos-
sible that after the start of a

Senate trial a member sympa-
thetic to Clinton might move to
adjourn the proceedings.
Fifty-one members anxious
to spare the country ;2™ ihe
impeachment ordeal would be
enough. Their vote, by a major-
ity of one, could end the entire
imbroglio — stop it dead. And
Slick Willy, to the boisterous
acclaim of his supporters,
would once more go victorious
in the land. The cost to the na-
tional of a year of sexual scan-
dal, stop-at-little investigation

and partisan war will be finally
assessed by historians.
Simultaneously they will

record for posterity the stain on
Clinton's name and the strains
so ardently imposed on the
Constitution by partisan law-
makers. The congressmen have
made a precedent that is preg-
nant with trouble by promoting
Clinton's offences, which in a
court of law would likely re-
majn unproven, to the level of
high crimes.

Democrats are suggesting
that in the first elections of the
new century the Republicans
will be harshly punished for
this, Some Republicans make a
confident reply: voters, they
say, have short memories. One
predietion can be confidenily
made. In the year 2000 there
will inevitably be at least one
presidential candidate who will

call for a cleaning of the stables,

for a return to the politics of
truth and decency and an end to
political assassination by
public revelation of private
scandal. A candidate who can
make those ends seem attain-
able could well be the next occu-
pant of the White House.

The writer has been an exec-
utive with The Observer and
The Daily Mail in London,
deputy editor of US News and
World Report in Washington,
and managing editor of Conde
Nast Traveler in New York.
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Israel Thumbs Nose at UN Rights Committee

LTHOUGH the Palest-

inian-Israeli "peace pro-

cess” drags on with no
apparent end in sight, it is
supposed to be completed by 4
May 1999. By then, such ques-
tions as the refugees, water and
Jerusalem should be settled in a
yet to be drafted "final status"
agreement, paving the way for a
Palestinian state.

Where exactly is the "peace
process” going, and how settled
with things be after 4 May?

A recent meeting in Geneva
involving an Israeli govern-
ment delegation and a United
Nations committee dealing
with many of the thorniest is-
sues has further solidified the
common impression that
things are moving fast in the
wrong direction.

At the end of 1991, Israel rat-
ified the UN Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, pguaranteeing such
things as the right to a decent
living, decent housing, educa-
tion, medical care and cultural
identity. In short. it covers
many of the rights so often de-
nied the Palestinians under
Israeli rule since the milit
occupation began after the 1967
war.

Two years after ratification,
the government was due to
submit to the UN's oversight
committee a report on its im-
plementation of the Covenant.
The report was finally submit-
ted in November 1997, and a
year later an Israeli govern-
ment delegation came before
the committee to discuss il.

To start with, the report de-
scribed Israel proper as includ-
ing ‘all of the occupied territo-
ries, even those areas supposed
to be part of the future
Palestinian state. Statistics,
however, concerned only Israeli
citizens, not any of the 2.3 mil-
lion Palestinians in the terri-
tories, and the delegation re-
peatedly had to admit that it did
not collect figures on them for
matters dealt with in the
Covenant.

Israel, the delegation stead-
fastly maintained, is not re-
sponsible for enforcing the
Covenant when it comes to the
Palestinians, for they live on
land administered by the
Palestinian Authority (PA).

The committee pointed out

Fewer than five months remain to the Oslo Israeli-Palestinian peace accord dead-
line, yet the process seems, if anything, to be going backwards. Gemini News
Service reports on evidence presented to a UN committee which underscores not
only Israel's refusal to take the process seriously, but its determination to keep

Palestine firm]:,r under its thumb.

Robert James Parsons writes from Geneva

that in the report Israel identi-
fied this land as an integral
part of its sovereign territory,
that the PA directly adminis-
ters only 18 per cent of it. much
of it in isolated parcels, and
that in any event Israel con-
trols all the economic lifelines
and much else. One committee
member compared this situa-
tion to the bantustans in South
Africa under the apartheid
regime.

Finally, cornered in argu-
ment by the committee mem-
bers, the delegation admitted
that Israel does indeed have ef-
fective control over the
Palestinians, indirectly if not
directly. Thus, Israel's respon-
sibility for enforcing the
Covenant extends to the
Palestinians in the occupied
territories too.

The importance of this ad-
mission was not lost on the
committee, for it was the first
time the Israeli ﬁnvemment
had ever acknowledged such a
thing before an international
body. In its concluding report.
the committee mentioned the
admission as one of four posi-
tive points of the discussion
(against 26 severely critical
negative ones).

The overall picture that
emerged from three arduous
sessions of discussion was one
of a slow but sure "bantustani-
sation” of the Palestinians and
whatever land they are to be left
with. Whatever the 4 May final
settlement, the "final status" of
the Palestinians will still be
that of a subclass of cheap
labour subsisting on the crumbs
of Israel's "developed” economy.

Besides the probing ques-
tions of the committee, reports
from numerous non-govern-
mental organisations testified
to a society of exploiters and
exploited, the latter often in-
cluding Israeli citizens, espe-
cially Arabs, but also Jews of
African and Asian origin called
Sephardim. The Bedouins in
the south have been repeatedly

_mmittee another report

mentioned for having been
driven off their ancestral lands
into subhuman living condi-
tions.

The Habitat Internziional
Coalition brought to mind
apartheid South Africa in cit-
ing "population transfer poli-
cies that include drastic land
confiscations, house demoli-
tions and expulsions.” .

The International
Federation of Human Rights
Leagues called attention to
family separation, environ-

mental pollution of areas in-
habited by Palestinians and

waler dispossession.

The last point is typical of
those that may never reach "fi-
nal status”, for Israel needs the
Palestinians' water and is
pumping out the Palestinians'
aquifers. For every litre ol wa-
ter allowed to the Palestinians,
Israel takes eight.

The Assaciation for Civil
Rights in Israel submitted to the
committee a 70-plus page re-
port, much of it touching on le-
gal questions. If the Oslo and
subsequent accords have no le-
gal framework to make them
applicable, Israel nonetheless
remains a state of law. The rub
lies in selective enforcement,
openly discriminatory laws
and ruthless military and po-
lice actions in the name of
"state security."

All this was dismissed or ig-
nored by the delegation in long,
complicated discourses about
Jewish-Israeli history and the
pressing need for "security".
Mostly, however, the Israeli
government seemed take for
granted the claim — a claim
they seemed to believe was
shared by a large majority of
Jews — that having suffered the
Holocaust, Jews are justified in
doing anything to assure them-
selves of a homeland.

Earlier this year, also at the
UN in Geneva, another Israeli
delegation turned up to discuss
with another oversight com-
(also

submitted several years late)
relative to another UN
covenanl also signed by Israel
and also left generally unim-
plemented — the Convention
against Torture.

Similarly surreal exchanges
ensued, as the delegation re-
peatedly insisted that since tor-
ture is illegal in Israel it cannot
exist there, while the committee
insisted in return that applyin
"legally sanctioned physica
pressure’ in interrogating
Palestinians (to the point of
killing them) corresponds to
the Convention's definition of
torture.

Much of the evidence against
Israel was presented by a com-
mittee member, Dr Bent
Sorensen, a torture victim ex-
pert, whom the Israeli delega-
tion accused of incompetence
and bias, asking that he be re-
moved from the committee. He

remained. In the end, the Israeli
delegation simply rejected the
conclusion of the committee as
irrelevant.

After the end of the
Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights Committee session,
Alexander Galilee of the Israeli
diplomatic mission in Geneva
denied that his country's dele-
gation had ever acknowledged
the applicabilit of the
Covenant to the Palestinians in
the occupied territories. The
commiittee's statement in Lhis
regard was due, in his opinion,
to its bungling incompetence.

This most recent encounter
between representatives of the
[sraeli government and the UN
gives one pause as the 4 May
deadline creeps up. Whatever
the official declarations, what-
ever the re-re-reworked ac-
cords, whatever the interna-
tional covenants, the long-term
oulcome seems clear: the "peace
process,” at least as the Israeli
government sees it right now,
will never lead to peace.

The writer is a US-born re-
porter covering UN and other
international affairs from
CGeneva. |

INDUSTRIAL JOINT-VENTURE

Marketing Arrangements

by ABMS Zahur

If the marketing activities of the joint-
other specified area, it should to be
market area as it is capable of supplyi

venture are not restricted to the host country or
prevented from gaining access to as large a

: ng, consistent with the existing obligations and
commitments of the foreign partner.

HE ultimate success of in-
dustrial joint-ventures de-

ends on their ability to
sell their products and obtain a
reasonable profit on their sales.
Some of the marketing prob-
lems generally faced by them
and the Euasihle means of
gelaling with them are discussed

clow.

If the marketing activities of

the joint-venture are not re-
stricted to the host t:numl.lrr or
other specified area, it should to
be prevented from gaining ac-
cess to as large a market area as
it is capable of supplying, con-
sistent with the existing obliga-
tions and commitments of the
foreign partner. On the other
hand, it may not be reasonable
to expect an international com-
pany to compete in itself.

ne of the top economic pri-
orities of most developing coun-
tries, including Bangladesh, is
to establish export industries to
earn foreign exchange. Accord-
ingly. the joint-ventures may
aim at obtaining reasonable ac-
cess to foreign markets, partic-
ularly in hard-currency coun-
tries. The market regions the
joint-ventures may wish to
sup]inlly are: a) the host country;
b) the country of the foreign
partner; and c) other designated
countries,

The principal non-economic
factor preventing the joint-ven-
ture from heinﬁhahlﬂ to exploit
all markets of the world is that
the licencing agreements ob-
tained from the foreign partner
and elsewhere often impose a
territorial restriction 'on the
sale of the licenced products.
The foreign partner will be able
to grant licence for such areas
to the joint-venture only to the
extent that it has not entered
into binding agreement with
other unrelated persons giving
them the right to exploit.

Accordingly, as a prerequi-
site to entering negotiations,
the host country partner may
wish to obtain the following in-
formation from the foreign
partner of the licensor; '

i) The industrial property
right affecting the products;

ii) Relevant licence and sub-
licence granted by the foreign
partner or licensor to obtain
parties, indicating date of ex-
piry of each geographical area
covered, conditions under
which each may be terminated
by the foreign partner or licen-
sor, products and industrial

roperty included in each such
icence or sub-licence, royalties

ayable under each. If such in-
ormation may be obtained
from the foreign partner the lo-
cal partner is in a better posi-
tion to bargain for largest prac-
ticable market area for the
joint-venture,

Provision should be made
for the joint-venture to obtain
all the data and information
available to the foreign partner
for the promotion, advertising
and sale of its products. The
cost of having promotional aids
and advertising programmes

+and transportation of t

prepared may be very high. The
Joint-venture concerned should
therefore try to obtain as many
of such material as possible
from the foreign partner. o

The partners may agree that
the cost to the joint company of
such materials should be only
the marginal cost of ][]Jrinling

€ mate-
rials acquired without an
contribution to the overhea
costs of creation already in-
curred by the foreign partner.
Provision should also be made
for the right to use all new aids
developed during the term of the
joint-venture agreement.

In many cases the marketin
expertise and access to worl
markets of the foreign partner
constitute its ‘'major contribu-
tion to the joint-venture. In
some cases it is advantageous to
arrange for the foreign com-
pany and/or its overseas sales
affiliates to purchase products
from the joint company for
distribution in export markets.
Care must be taken to negotiate
fair inter-company prices.

When the products manufac-
tured by the joint-company
achieve market recognition un-
der certain trade-marks and
trade-names, the joint com-
pany may wish to use those
trade-marks and trade-names
upon the best fpussible terms.
Because, the foreign partner
will participate in the profits of
the joint company he should
cooperate in marking such
trade marks and names avail-
able to the joint company with-
out charge,

In addition, the use of such
trade marks and names by the
joint company may also serve
to publicise them further and
increase the goodwill attached

to their ownership by the for- -

eign partner. When trade marks
and names are purchased out-
right by, rather than licenced
to, the joint company, the par-
ticipation of foreign partner in
the profits of the joint company
should be stressed as the most
important factor in ensuring
their cost, if any, to the joint
company is as low as possible.

As trade-marks and trade-
names are important for the
success of a joint-venture and
as these are obtained by licence
from the foreign partner some
of the provisions of a typical li-
cence agreement for trade-
marks and trade-names may be
discussed in brief.

They are:

(a) Parties — the licensee will

be the joint company and the li- ¢

censor will be the foreign part-
ner or some other third party,

(b) Recitals — recital usually
mentions that the licensor has
the right to licence certain in-
dustrial property rights and
that the licencee wishes to use
them in respect of certain speci-
fied products,

[c) Definitions — it is com-
mon to define items such as i)
territory for which the rights
are granted; and ii) the products

on which the names and marks
are to be used, |
"~ [d) Grdant of licence — the
joint company will wish to en-
sure that the licence granted is '

"an exclusive one for the terri- _
tory. In deciding upon the terri-

tory in which the joint com-
pany is to obtain the right to use
the trade marks and trade

names, the same considera-.

tions apply as with respect‘to
the territory in which it obtains
the right to manufacture and
sell the authorised products
from the foreign partner. Gen-
erally, the joint company will
wish to obtain as large.a terri-
tory as practicable in the cir-
cumstances. .

(e) Registration — to protect
against unauthorised use of the
trade marks and names by
third parties, registration is
usually required.

() Termination —
cence may be made: i) in perpe-
tuity; ii) for a fixed term in
years; iii) for the duration of the
joint venture; or iv) for the du-
ration of the patent licence
agreement.

As the trade mark and trade
name rights are worthwhile for
the joint company it will be ad-
vantageous for the grant to be as
long a period as possible, When
foreign partner is the licensor,
he may wish to tie the grant to
the duration of his participa-
tion in the joint venture.

In the case of international
trade marks which are belnﬁ
used by the foreign partner an
his affiliates independently of
the joint venture such a limita-
tion is only reasonable.

In the case of trade marks
peculiar to the joint venture,
the position could work as
hardship on the joint company.
If the foreign partner decides to
withdrawn, it would mean loss
of such a goodwill. Thus it
would be advantageous for the
joint company, if the termina-
tion is independent of the dura-
tion of the foreign licensor's
equity participation in the
joint venture,

It would be reasonable for
the joint company to pay roy-
alty if the foreign partner al-
lows the company the rights to
use the partner's trade marks
and names even after its with-
drawal. If the alternative to ty-
ing the licence to the equity par-
ticipation of the foreign partner
is a fixed-term agreement, the
{nlnt company suffer from the

oss ‘of goodwill when it has to
give up use of the trade marks
and,trade names. The solution
may be for the joint company to
become the owner rather than
licencee of the trade marks and
trade names it uses so long as
they are not international trade
marks or names.

{g) Sub-licensing — the joint
company's operations may be

more flexible if it has the right
to assign its licence rights and
sub-licence their use to others.

'The writer is a retired Joint

US Move to Cut UNFPA
Funds Unfortunate

Reacting to a move by the
United States to exclude fund-
ing for the United Nations Pop-
ulation Fund in its appropria-
tions for the coming financial
year, UNFPA Executive Direc-
tor, Dr. Naflis Sadik, has stated
that the decision will penalise
not only UNFPA but the mil-
lions of ordinary women and
men on whose behall the organ-
isation works.

In one year alone, the im-
pact of the United States' deci-
sion will be to deprive 870,000
women of effective modern con-
traception. Over 520,000 will
end up not using any method.
The total US funding for
UNFPA is $20 million in the fi-
nancial year, 1998,

Elaborating that the US

move will weaken not only
population programmes but
projects aimed at better health,
equal access to health and edu-
cation for women, and eco-
nomic security, Sadik pointed
out that the least-developed
countries of the world which
depend on external assistance
to implement vital programmes
in the area of reproductive
health and rights, will be most
severely affected by the move.
Rueing the timing of the move,
he said that at the very time
when individual demand for
family planning is rising all
over the world, it will weaken

family planning programmes

and increase the use of abortion
to avoid unwanted births.

— WFS/News Network

Whither "Business' in

the

Public Sector?

HERE are common areas

of failures in providing

proper public services by
the two regimes which had been
governing the country since
during the current decade. It
means the political will is not
strong enough to provide the
available solutions. It also in-
dicates that some powerful in-
ternal groups or forces or policy
decisions are denying to the
public better and efficient ser-
vices. This cannot be main-
tained without the knowledge of
the Administration.
Sometimes official admissions
are forthcoming, but the ac-
tions are weak of delayed. For
the latter, there are a separate
set of excuses, time and again,
by all regimes. Basically, the
country is suffering from the
'‘transparency’ virus, or anti-
virus — held in high esteem at
heavenly heights, but which
cannot be brought down to
earth, for seedling or planta-
tion, nurture and culture. We
continue to be a bugged nation
(we have company elsewhere,
scattered all over the globe).
Examples are not difficult to
cite : the new telephone connec-
tions are not being offered fast
enough to keep pace with the
very rapid rise in annual de-
mand. not only in Dhaka, but
in all the districts; the go-slow

/ policy in the power sector for

many years; the snail's pace of
signing agreements in the natu-
ral gas sector; the slow release
of National Policies in several
areas.

The main complaint, as seen by
the outside observers. and con-
surmers, is annr efficiency and
weak-kneed policy decisions.
There appears to be two kinds of
motivations, one for display,
and the other for secret play.
The powerful deterrent in most
cases are attributed to the lI.'HJW-
erful — and politically spoilt —
trade and service bodies, whose
unholy alliances or pressures
are evident everywhere : the
banks, the SOEs dominated by
loss-making mills and facto-
ries (paper, sugar, jute, textile,
etc). the civil service, the ports,
the transport.

From time to time, these issues
are raised in the media, but the
response by the authorities
concerned appears to be indif-
ference, bordering on contempt,
to public opinion. The replies
are stereotyped, and the situa-
tion remain unchanged, -
Take, for example, fhe contin-
ued shortage of new telephones

| connections at affordable rate.

by Alif Zabr

The background to the non-ac-
tivity in this sector of BTTB has
been adequately articulated in
the colum 'The Outside Story'
(DS Dec 30). No action will come
of this type of public feedback,
because such analysis had been
appearing in the press many
times every year. When silence
is suspect? The highest author-
ity has to intervene frequently
in day to day affairs and rou-
tine projects. Why do we need
'VVIP pushes' so often, in spite
of having loyal teamns who are
accustomed to public parroting
(there are millions of wit-
nesses)?

Some official trends can be no-
ticed in deliberate slow-devel-
opment in some areas which
are profit-making, and where
there exists scope for making
money on the side, Corruption
and black-marketing exist in
the public sector, and there is
no point in denying it officially.
The issue is: what is being done
about it, and how fast.

The official stranglehold on
telecom, power, and broadcast-
ing sectors is notorious for its
tenacity, regardless of the
regime in power. This is a typi-
cal pattern in developing coun-
tries. But the climate is chang-
ing with new concepts of pri-
vatisation and global concepts.
The main line telephone service
is not being opened up to the
private sector, and in addition,
the BTTB is planning to intro-
duce cellular telephone services,
competing with the marginally
few private operators in this
area, who are suffering from
non-cooperation and lack of in-
terlink facilities. The ministry
is not encouraging press confer-
ences to face nasty questions, to
ensure transparency. The same
ostrich-like head-in-the-sand
tendency was noticed in a big
neighbouring country for many
years before the clamour of de-
mand and the market forces
forced a change in government
policy. Why we re-act most of
the time, and cannot act with
self-initiative? The very con-
cept of good governance is thus
negated.

The electric power sector tena-
ciously controlled by PDB was
released slowly and after con-
tinuous pressure for many
years. The expansion of the

Chittagong port is also showing

the same of resistance due
to the stranglehold of the pow-
erful unions under political in-
fluence. To simply governance,

let ve one single profession
el e e

i
ng basic issue is (it is unfortu-
nate to point it out) : to
strengthen the party base, or ﬁﬂ
for quick development at the
national level in an impartial
and neutral way, based on the
merit of each case?
There are subtle tactics of
evading the hot and uncomfort-
able issues by the leaders
to explain and clarify the cur-
rent policy stands (not 'ngldv in
this regime, but the preceding
one also), but the public can
read between the lines and form
their own judgement. The cul-
tural standard and mores in
any sector cannot be kept hid-
den from the people of the same
soil,
Concluding, the problem areas
are a) political non-trans-
parency in takiniﬂlc right pol-
icy decisions without dela]\:l hly]r
smashing up the groups whic
do not cooperate in public in-
terest; and 2) the contamina-
tion of the governance system
with corruption, indiscipline,
inefficiency, nepotism, rent-
seeking, and back-door strate-
gies, and the threat to use force
or hartals to maintain the sta-
tus quo by the vested groups.
The human and political issues
have to be separated for
separate actions, to achieve na-
tional consensus in all fields at

all levels. The country is facing
two s of basic problems :
litical and moral. Now the

moral (or immoral) crisis is
predominating.

We had been osed to many
forms of illegitimacies in
governance for 16 years. Now
the elected governments are
making no headway in spite of
their publicised determination
to offer better public services.
The people's representative
have to provide the solutions,
because they claim to be the
leaders in the people's move-
ments. Policy decisions have
less nuts and bolts issues than
that during the implementation
and operational phases.

The telecom sector can be make
workable (more supply than
demand) if there is a . What
is a Moral Flag? Willingness to
become unpopular in public
interest! There is no space here
now to explain this last loaded
sentence. Hete is another one
for home work : What is the
difference between moral and
political courage? The correct
answer is rather subtle: ask the
non-politicians, as the
politicians are part of the issue,

ant of li- |



