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Clemente not
happy about
absent Ayala

MADRID, Jan 3 (Reuters/
Internet): Real Betis coach
Javier Clemente has no idea
when his Paraguayan World
Cup defender C Ayala might
return to the club.

Ayala, who played in all four
of Paraguay's matches at
France '98 and who is rated as
one of the best central defenders
in South America, went to his
native country for the Christ-
mas break on December 21 and
has yet to return to the Seville
club.

The player, in a brief mes-
sagc o Betis, said that he had
extended his stay at home be-
cause of the health of his father,

"This is the first time some-
thing like this has happened to
me in over 20 years as a coach,”
a puzzled Clemente said on Sat-
urday. "But if he's not coming,
he's not coming."

Clemente suggested that
there was a distinct possibility
he might never see Ayala again.

"He has said to the club
resident several times that he

as never liked being in Seville
but he wants to be transferred
for free and that would mean we:
would not get back the money
we paid for him," Clemente
added.

ﬂ}'ﬂ!ﬂ was g:lgnﬂi from t.h.{-
Argentine club River Plate a
the start of the season.

Russia reach
last four

WINNIPEG, Jan 3: Denis
Arkhipov scored 7:33 into
overtime and Russia beat Fin-
land 3-2 to advance to the semi-
finals of the World Junior Ice
Hockey Championship and
eliminate the defending cha-
mps, reports AP.

Arkhipov slapped in Iouri
Dobryskhkine's pass to avenge
last year's 2-1 overtime loss in
the final in Helsinki, _

Finnish netminder Mika
Lehto, who had no chance on
the winner, put in a solid per-
formance before 6,960 fans at
Winnipeg Arena.

Lehto was brilliant, particu-
larly late in the second period
and throughout the third as the
Russians trailing 2-1, pressed
for the equalizer.

Dmitri Kirilenko finally
beat Lehto at 13:47 of the final
period, converting a rebound off
a shot from the point by Vitali
Vichnevski to force overtime.
Roman Liachenko also scored
for Russia.

Niklas Hagman and Teemu
Elomo scored Finland's goals.

Russia, which finished 3-0-1
during round-robin play in
Group B, meets Slovakia on
Monday in the semifinal round.
The Sf;vakians finished first
in Pool A with a 3-1-0 record to
earn a bye into the semifinals,

Canada and Kazakhstan
were to play-Saturday night in
the other quarterfinal. The
winner takes on Sweden in the
other semifinal on Monday af-
ternoon. Sweden received the
bye after finishing atop Pool B
with a perfect 4-0 record.

The Russians dominated the
first ﬂerind. surrendering just
six shots and shelling Lehto
with 15.

Their only goal, however,
was an even-sirength marker
from Liachenko who finished
off a 2-on-1 rush with Petr
Stchastlivyi at 10:10.

Finland had plenty of flash
early in the second period, scor-
ing two quick goals to take a 2-1
lead.

In the third, Russia again
pressed Lehto fiﬂztl'll',_!l scorin
with its 10th shot of the period.
Kirilenko was all alone off to
Lehto's right, and he make no
mistake on the rebound for the

tying goal.

- BARCELONA, Spain, Jan3
_ [Reuters/Internet): Barcelona
have signed a pre-contract with

Fabio Capello to take over at
the Catalan club next season,
Spanish newspapers reported
on Thursday. _

According to the reports,
Capello, who was replaced as
coach of AC Milan in May this
year but is still employed g the
[talian club, will sign a three-
?’EELI‘ confract worth 1,500 mil-
ion pesetas (10.64 million dol-
lars) beginning on July 31,
1999.

No-one at Barcelona was
available for comment.

Speculation over the future
of current coach Louis van Gaal
has been rife since the club were
knocked out of the European
Cup in the Champions' League

HAMILTON, New
Zealand, Jan 3: A
contentious leg be-
fore decision agai-
nst an ominous
L= =~ = Sachin Tendulkar
undermined a spirited Indian

t back on the second day of
the third cricket Test Sunday,
reports AP,

After medium paceman Jav-
agal Srinath had taken five for
95 to dismiss the home side for
366, New Zealand held India to
196 for five at stumps.

From 126 for two India lost
their way as Saurav Ganguly
and skipper Mohammed
Azharuddin fell to injudicious
shots outside off stump.

But Rahul Dravid moved to-
wards a third Test century with
an unbeaten 93 and Nayan
Mongia was yet to score at
stumps.

Indian coach Aunshuman
Gaekwad said his batsmen will
have to score quickly and post a
substantial lead to have any
hopes of squaring the series.
India trail the three-match se-
ries 1-0 following their four-
wicket defeat in the second Test
in Wellington.

"We have to get the runs on
the board quickly," Gaekwad
said. "It is a very good pitch and
the only way we can win from
here is by getting our nose in
front and then applying the
pressure.” ’

Gaekwad was critical of the
batting when he said it was
"disappointing."

"Our batsmen got good starts
but didn't apply themselves
long enough to get big scores,”
he said. "It is a type of surface
that needs a fair amount of dis-
cipline. The New Zealand bats-
men showed that when they
batted."

Tendulkar, who followed up
his innings of 47 and 113 in the
second Test with a breezy 67 off
ust 93 balls, was adjudged Ibw

y New Zealand umpire Doug
Cowie,

Cowie, who had turned down
numerous appeals in the New
Zealand innings, had rejected a
confident shout for Ibw off the
previous ball.

Television replays clearly
showed the ball which dis-
missed Tendulkar, a full length
delivery from medium paceman
Dion Nash, was drifting down
leg side.

Nash and his fellow bowlers
were at the receiving end as the
batting brilliance of Tendulkar
and Dravid dominated the af-
ternoon session after New
Zealand had been dismissed 11
minutes after lunch.

After India had lost openers
Navjot Sidhu (1) and' Ajay
Jadeja (12) in the space of seven
balls, the third wicket pair hit
19 boundaries between them
and a six to Tendulkar as they
raced to 109 in two hours before
Nash checked India's progress.

Tendulkar's 20th half cen-
in his 64th Test threatened
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DRAVID ... 93 n o

to overshadow a remarkable

batting recovery by New
Zealand after they had been
sent in.

The right-handed Dravid
refused to be overshadowed by
Tendulkar's presence and
matched the former captain's
aggression cutting and driving
for most of his 19 boundaries.

Simon Doull, the chief de-
stroyer in the second Test with

a nine-wicket haul, removed
Ganguly (11) with a well dis-
guised slow ball which was duly
edged to first slip Stephen
Fleminﬁ.

In the penultimate over of
the day, Azharuddin (4) drove
loosely at Chris Cairns to give
Fleming another catch.

It was Srinath's third five-
wicket haul in his 35th Test and
his first since claiming 5-104
against South Africa at the

anderers in Janu 1997.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at close of sec-
ond day's play of the third and
final Test between New Zealand
gm:l India in Hamilton on Sun-

ay:

NEW ZEALAND: First in-
nings
Bell ¢ Mongia b Srinath 0
Horme b Srinath 63
Fleming ¢ Dravid b Srinath 0
Twose ¢ Mongia b Prasad
McMillan ¢ Prasad b Kumble
Parore ¢ sub b Prasad a2
Wiseman ¢ Ganguly b Robin 13
Cairns b Robin
Nash not out
Vettori b Srinath
Doull ¢ Kumble b Srinath
Extras: (b-5; Ib-19; w-2; nb-14)
Total: (All outin 121.2 overs) .

Fall of wkts: 1-0; 2-0; 3-95: 4-
2b55; 5-278; 6-311; 7-314; 8-315:

87
92
2

B8

9-356.

Bowler O M R W
Srinath 322 10 95
Prasad 33 10 6]
Kumble 27 7T B4
Robin Singh 21 5 74
Gangul 5.3 25
Tendulkar 3 0 23

INDIA: First innings
Sidhu c Parore b Caims
Jadeja ¢ Nash b Doull
Dravid not out
Tendulkar lbw b Nash
Ganguly ¢ Fleming b Doull
Azharuddin ¢ Fleming b Caims
Extras: (b-1; lb-1; w-4; nb-2)
Total: (For five wickets in 56 overs)

, Fall of wkts: 1-17; 2-17;
1o 4-164; 5-195,

Lo = sl
Ggwmma 'Em.n-—g}&ﬁ'.— Y R =B R

Bowlier 0O M R
Doull 15 6 29
Cairns 10 3 54
Nash 16 6B 35
Vettori 13 2 63
McMillan 2 0 13

Sport

Bad luck for Tendulkar

SYDNEY, Jan 3
(Reuters/ Inter-
net): Shane Warne
made a successful
comeback to in-
Lo el ternational crick-
et on Sunday and declared that
England's batsmen still cannot
play spin bowling.

Warne trapped England
opener Mark Butcher leg before
wicket in his first over and was
unlucky not to snare more vic-
tims in his return after a nine-
month absence because of
shoulder surgery.

Warne, who has tormented
England's bowlers over the past
five years with 88 wicketis in 18
Ashes Tests, was hastily re-
called after England beat Aus-
tralia by 12 runs to -%u into the

- 1.

.Sydney Test trailing

England claimed before the
start of this series that they had
finally learned to play spin, but
Warne begged to differ after his
first inspection of the tourists.

"You can generally tell with
a balsman when you bowl one
and they're still on the front
foot and just block it rather
than rocking back and trying to
cut it,” he said.

"That's because they're not
sure. That's the nature of the
English batsmen.

"It's either block or try and
swing and hit them, there's no
real in between of pick the gap
for a single or work the ball and
that's probably why they get
themselves into trouble.”

Cricket's most recognisable
figure wasted little time in an-
nouncing his comeback to the
big time by taking a wicket in
his first over.

His victim was opener Mark
Butcher who was struck on the
pad playinghback to ball that
deceived him by keeping
straight.

England collapsed to be all
out for 220 -- 102 behind Aus-
tralia’'s score of 322 -- but
Warne's figures of one for 67
from 20 overs was evidence
enough that the world's premier
slow bowler was back.

"l thought it was a good start,
the ball came out of the hand
really well,” Warne said.

"But just because | only got
one wicket doesn't mean the
psychological edge has disap-
peared. There's still another
innings to go."

Warne's comeback has been
the source of much speculation
in Australia, partjcull;rl}r since
he was caught up in one of the
sport's worst scandals after
news broke that he and fellow

Test player Mark Waugh had
taken money from a book-
maker to provide pitch and
weather information during a
1994 tour of Sri Lanka and Pak-
istan,

But Warne, who has revolu-
tionised the modern game with
his leg spinners, maintains he
has nothing to hide and has
promised to tell all at an in-
gquiry into the matter,

It was no coincidence that he
was chosen to make his come-
back at the Sytlney Cricket
Ground, Australia's most spin-
friendly pitch, as Warne made
his Test debut on that ground
SEVEN Yyears ago and also took
his 300th Test wicket there at
the staart of 1998,

Even so, Warne was upstaged
on his return by another leg-
spinner, Stuart MacGill., who

Can't England play spin?

took career-best figures of five
for 57.

MacGill has played wonder-
fully well this season in
Warne's absence and was kept
in the side because of the SCG's
reputation as a spinning
wicket.

His performmance did, how-
ever, raise the prickly question
of who would play in future
Tests when only one leg-spinner
was required.

MacGill, who directs his
bowling at off stump while
Warne tends to aim outside leg
stump, said he hoped Australia
would keep them both in the
team. "It was good bowling with
Warney when I felt comfortable
with myself and really felt like
I belonged in Test cricket."
MacGill said.
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mercurial Australian leg-spinner Shane Keith Warne

finally got his reward, a wicket.

— AFP photo
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Glenn McGrath's
achievement

SYDNEY, Jan 3: Australian
pace spearhead Glenn McGrath
captured his 200th Test wicket
in dismissing England skipper
Alec Stewart early on the sec-
ond day of the fifth Ashes Test
here today, reports AFP.

McGrath got the break-
thrnu%h when Stewart edged
head high to Shane Warne at
third slip, who at first juggled
the ball but caught it on the sec-
ond attempt.

McGrath's 200th victim
came in his 45th Test.

Stewart, who scored his first
century against Australia in the
fourth elbourne Test last
week. scored three and left his
team at 18 for one after the first
half-hour of play.

Australia, who lost their last
five wickets for three runs as
Darren Gough claimed Eng-
land’s first Ashes hattrick this
century, were dismissed for 322
late on Saturday.

Gough, who removed lan
Healy, Stuart MacGill and
Colin Miller with successive
deliveries, became the ninth
Englishman to take a hattrick
in Tests and the last since
teammate Dominie Cork
against the West Indies in
Manchester in 1995.

McGrath, playing in his 45th
Test, was the 10th Australian to
take 200 wickets and the fourth
fastest to do so behind Cla.rrig
Grimmett, Dennis Lillee an
Shane Warne.

Overall he was 12th fastest
in Test cricket and equal with
West Indian Curtly Ambrose
and Pakistan's Imran Khan.

McGrath grabbed his second
wickel of the innings when he
had Mark Ramprakash caught
at mid-off by MacGill for 14.

Baia speaks out

MADRID, Jan 3 (Reuters/
Internet): Barcelona's Por-
tuguese international goal-
keeper Vitor Baia has spoken
out at being continually os-
tracised by his coach Louis van
Gaal.

‘['ve not committed any se-
rious crime,” said Baia, dropped
from the first team squad and
forced to train with another
disgraced goalie since criticis-
ing management at the Spanish
club on November 24.

After his outburst, Baia was
immediately dropped as
Barcelona's number two goal-
keeper behind the Duteh in-
cumbent Ruud Hesp. Spanish
under-21 goalkeeper Francesc
Arnau was called up from the
reserves. ;

Baia has since been absent
from the Barcelona first team
squad, missing the last five
Spanish league matches and
also the last two games in
Barcelona's

Champions' League matches.

'I'm a person with a big heart
and I believe in freedom of ex-
pression.” Baia added.

He has been reduced to train-

ing with just Barcelona's other .

disgraced first team goalkeeper
Carles Busquets for company.

He was the first choice under
former coach Bobby Robson
during the 1996-97 season but
was the target of constant criti-
cisin by the Barcelona-based
media and fans.

Dundee enjoy
key success

GLASGOW, Jan 3 (Reuters/
Internet): Scotland striker Billy
Dodds helped Dundee United to
a crucial 3-1 away victory over
city rivals and closest of neigh-
bours Dundee on Saturday.

Steven Thompson and Kjell
Olofsson added the other two
goals to ease United's Scottish
premier league relegation wor-
ries on a ground just 200 metres
from their own.

United, who enjoyed heady
success a decade ago when they
reached the 1987 UEFA cup fi-
nal, remained second f{rom
bottom but closed the gap on
Dundee to one point.

United always looked like
taking the honours in the 101st
Dundee derby after Dodds' left
foot shot on the turn in the 10th
minute. It was their first tri-
umph for three months.

ourth-placed St Johnstone
swept aside Aberdeen 4-1 at
home.

Jamie Buchan, son of former
Manchester United and Scot-
land hero Marlin Buchan, gave
Aberdeen a 25th minute lead
with a fine shot.

But Gary Bollan's 44th
minute penalty brought St
Johnstone level before Alan
Kernaghan's volley and a pair
of solo efforts from John O'Neil
finished off the visitors.

Hearts' slump continued.
They extended their win-less
run to six games by drawing 0-0
at bottom club Dunfermline.
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McGrath celebrates after claiming his 200th Test wicket
that of England skipper Alec Stewart caught by Shane
Warne for 3 on the second day of the fifth and final Test

in Sydney.

— AFP photo

Craig, Elliott
notch centuries
for Victoria

HOBART, Jan 3 (Reuters/ In-
ternet): Matthew Elliott and
Shawn Craig ground out cen-
turies as Victoria reached 360
for six in their first ‘innings at
the close of play on the third
day of their Sheffield Shield
cricket match against Tasma-
nia on Sunday:.

Victoria, resuming at 151 for
three, defied the Tasmanian
attack in a slow day's play at
Bellerive Oval. Tasmania
scored 370 in their first in-
nings.

raig took all day to com-
plete his first Sheffield Shield
century just before the close.

He ended the day at 100 not
out, with David Saker 10 not
out.

Former Test opener Elliott,
who was 94 overnight. notched
his fifth century of the season
when he took his total to 134
before being caught and bowled
by Daniel Marsh just before
lunch.

Elliott went into this match
with 801 first class runs for the
season, second only to South
Australia's Greg Blewett,

Forest's rebuttal

LONDON, Jan 3 (Reuters/ In-
ternet): Nottingham Forest de-
nied a report on Saturday that
Dave Bassett had quit as man-
ager after the struggling English
E;r:mie:r league side were

ocked out of the FA Cup in
the third round.

"It is not true that Dave Bas-
sett has resipned.” a club
spokesman said.

Forest lost 1-0 at home to
first division Portsmouth. His
team is presently bottom of the
premier league with just two
wins from 20 matches.

SA sports boss hits out at players

CAPE TOWN, Jan
3 (AFP/Reuters);
South Africa's cri-
cketers were snu-
bbed by Sports
| ® e | Minister Steve Ts-
hwete on Saturday as they
continued to dominate their
series against the West Indian
tourists.

Tshwete said he could
not support the South
African team. He criticised the
selectors for failing to give op-
portunities to more black play-
ers after Hansie Cronje's team
clinched tne series in the third
TSt

His comments came as the
United Cricket Board (UCB) pre-
pared to unveil a transférma-
tion charter today which will
pledge to make the prometion of
cricket among. black - Africans
its top priority. '

The document has been 18
mornths in the preparation but
has been released at a lime
when the sport is under growing
pressure to increase the number

of black players in the Test
tearmn.

In a "pledge to the nation"
prefacing the charter, UCB pres-
ident Ray White reaffirmed the
board's "historic and moral
duty to ensure that South
African cricket grows and
flourishes among the truly dis-
advantaged of our society, with
the recognition that the major-
ity of disadvantaged people
come from our black communi-
ties."

The charter includes a ten-
point plan to broaden the play-
ing and support base of the
game. [t covers everything from
the board's constitution to
properly recording the century-
old history of black cricket in
the republic.

South Africa included two
coloured players in Herschelle
Gibbs and Paul Adanis in their
side for the fourth Test.

The charter makes no men-
tion of quotas for black players
but the board has already an-
nounced it is no longer appro-

eyt

.I:.. .l:_

|

‘South Africa’s Ja;:ques Kallis pulls on way to 102 in
Newlands, Cape Town on January 2.

— AP/ UNB photo

UCB to unveil racial charter

priate for South Africa to field
an all-white team,

But Tshwete told the Johan-
nesburg Sunday Times newspa-
per that transformation in
sport was not happening fast
enough.

'l am worried that we will be
sending white teams to the
rugby and cricket World Cups in
Britain this year. If that is the
case it will be difficult for me to
support them."

Tshwete said he was con-
cerned about all South African
sports. "At the Commonwealth
Games in Malaysia last year

ou could have switched the la-

els on the South African and
English teams if you judged
them by the percentage of black
athletes." _.

South African cricket boss
Ali Bacher hit back at Tshwete.

"The b&#ard has enormous re-
spect for Mr Tshwete, who
F ayed a crucial role in the uni-

ication of cricket. But we dis-
on this issue,” he said.

"If we had picked a below-
strength team lor the Newlands
Test it would have been de-
manding to our opponents from
the West Indies and their sup-

orters around the world, un-
air to the commercial stake-
holders in the game, and would
have devalued the honour and
privilege of representing South
Alfrica in a Test match.”
White will unveil the charter

during the tea break on the sec-
ond day of the fourth Test to-
day.

He will emphasise that the
charter is the result of 15
months of internal soul-
searching and dialogue, rather
than a response 1o criticism by
political figures such as
Tshwete and Mluleki George,
chairman of the National
Sports Council, the country's
overriding sports controlling

body.

&hite will pledge that the
board, "Operating in a African
context”, recognises a historic
and moral duty to serve the
"truly disadvantaged”, most of
whom are black Africans.

Palitical criticism has
dogged the South African team
since an all-while side was
picked for the first Test. South
Africa won the first three
matches of the five-Test series
and hammered the tourists
again Saturday, scoring 282 for
two by the end of the first day.

Despite more criticism in
the days leading up to the Test
at Newlands, a capacity crowd
of 22.000 watched Safurday's
play. The gates were closed be-
fore lunch.
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