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DID U KNOW?

(The Professor does)

it although (he 19499

I World Cup crickel is being

hosted by England and the

logo boasts ‘'England 99,

matches of the first round will

also be played in the Republic of

Ireland, Scotland, Wales and,
believe it or noet, Holland.

One hunch is the England
board has appeased ICC mem-
bers in the region. But, while
Amsterdam will host one group
match, there is no piece of the
cake for Denmark, Italy,
Gibraltar, Malta...

With the Eure hitting the fi-
nancial market last week, per-
haps it would have been a good
idea for Europe to host the
tournament. But. then the

British pound is as vet out of the
Euro.

The whole thing of being
hosts and then apportioning
matches to other countries is
all a bit too puzzling.
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COMPETITIOnN FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN
Competition-109

v Tick the Correct Answers
Post to T Duily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm |
Jan 8 '99 and draw shortly
afterwards |

L[ Which country topped the medals|
lable in the 13th Asiad? =]

China [ndia Japan

2 | Howmany medalsdid Bangladesh |
clinch at the Asian Games? |

' One f Twa

None [
3| Who scared the first century in |
this year's Premier cricket leagne?

Azam Shawkatl | Selim ‘

4| Where will the 14th Asian Games |

be held? .
Paris Pusan | Pvongyang

2 | Which team won the AB Bank
Senior Div TT title?

Jatrabari

Biman

Ansars

POWERED WITH

= EN-VITS

ENERGY RELEASING VITARMINS

SPORTS TALK

Iﬁran Khan

(Legendary Pakistani erick-
eter)

It Is tirne now [o do sensible
thinking and repair the damage
done (o Pakistan cricket.”

Said recently.

Gias heads MSC
hockey committee
Sports Reporter

Mohammedan Sporting an-
nounced a 22-member hockev

committee with Giasuddin
Kader Chowdhury, MP as
chairman.

Former Mohammedan cap-
tain Sajed Adel has retained t}hie
post of secretary for the secornd
consccutive year. The commit-
tee also includes four vice.
chairmen and sixteen mem-
hers

Hit by hot dog!

LONDON, Jan 3 (Reulers/ In-
ternet): Top English referee
Paul Durkin was forced to ask
for police protection on Satur-
day after being hit by a hot dogd
during an A Cup match be-
tween Oldham Athletic and
Chelsea.

Durkin, standing near the
goal-line, was hit by the fast
food after he allowed a Chelsea
goal. He was in the process of
consulting the linesman when
he was hit and he then disal-
lowed Lhe goal.

A malch steward said the
missile was a pastry-covered
sausage roll but Durkin said it
was a frankfurter enclosed in 4
bread bun.
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Orient opener Biplob is dumbfounded after being bowled by Mohammedan’s left-arm spinner Mohammad Rafique during

their Janakantha Premier Division Cricket League match at the Bangabandhu National Stadium,

and  his in-form
understudy Stuart MacGill,
spun a web around England's
batsmen Sunday to take control
of the filth cricket Test.

Warne got a wicket with his
fourth ball in his first Test for
nine months but bowled below
his best, his wrist spinners fail-
ing to fizz quite as much as they
did before he left the game for a
shoulder reconstruction.

MacGill, Warne's replace-
ment since his previous Test,
against India in March, grabbed
a career-best 5-57, his second
bag of five.

England was bowled out for
220 late on day two, trailing by
102 on a turning track. |

Captain Mark Taylor, who
opted for a three-way spin at-
tack also including Colin
Miller. took one catch to equal
his predecessor Allan Border's
world record 156 Test catches,

Taylor scored an unbeaten
two and Michael Slater had 11
as Australia reached 13 without
loss at stumps, holding a com-
manding lead of 115 after his
spinners claimed eight wickets
belween them.

Paceman Glenn McGrath,
punctuating the spin assault
with explosive bursts, got two
wickets. with the first making
him the 10th Australian to
reach 200 in Tests,

Warne was brought into the
attack after 90 minutes of the
opening session for his first ap-
pearance at the bowling crease
since Australia’s Test win over
India in Bangalore on March 28
lasl year.

His second ball was smashed
to the midwicket fence by Mark
Butcher (36] but two later he
removed the left-hander with a
conventional leg-spinner.

"The shoulder feels good,"
said Warne, [ thought they came
out pretty well today.

Warne, 1-67 off 20 overs,
lacked his previous control
Sunday but Miller, who got two
wickets, was able to tie England
down, forcing frustration and
mistakes.

Mark Ramprakash (14) was
third down with the score on 88
when he gave McGrath a second
wicket, lofting a drive straight
to MacGill at mid-ofl.

Nasser Hussain (42) put on
49 with an aggressive Graeme
Hick (23) before they both fell in
quick succession, dragging the
visitors to 139 for five,

Hussain rocked forward at
the crease against Miller and
sent the ball from bat and pad
to silly point where Mark
Waugh got his 100th career
catch.

Hick, who had knocked
Wamne out of the attack earlier
in his innings with a four and
six off consecutive balls, tried a

SYDNEY, Dec 3 (AP/

AFP): Australia's

slow bowlers, in-

' cluding returning

‘] slar Shane Warne
¥

similar assault on MacGill only
to smash a loose ball in the air
to the covers where Warne took
a neat diving catch.
Wicketkeeper Warren Hegg
gave little indication that he
knew how to play any of the
spinners but stuck around for
almost an hour before edging
Miller onto his stumps when
15
John Crawley, given a
chance because he is considered
a strong player of spin, lived up
to his promise and looked more

at home than any of his col-
leagues, scoring 44 belore his
concentration waned and he
ushed a sharply turning ball
‘om MacGill to Taylor in his
customary first slip.

MaCGIivﬁ swept thrm:ﬁh Eng-
land's tail, removing Alex Tu-
dor, Darren Gough and Dean
Headley as the tourists' last four
wickets fell for 16.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard after the second
day of the fifth Ashes cricket
Test between Australia and
England at the Sydney Cricket
Ground on Sunday:

AUSTRALIA: First innings
322 (M Waugh 121, S Waugh 96:
D Headley 4-62, D Gough 3-61)

ENGLAND: First innings

MacGill makes England's
day miserable

Stewart ¢ Wame b McGrath 3
Butcher lbw b Warne 36
Hussain ¢ M Waugh b Miller 42
Ramprakash ¢ MacGill

b McGrath 14
Hick ¢ Warne b MacGill 23
Crawley ¢ Taylor b MacGill 44

Hegg b Miller 15
Tudor b MacGill 14
Headley ¢ MeGrath b MacGill 8
Gough lbw b MacGill 0
Such nol out 0

Extras: (b-8, 1b-8, nb-4, w-1) 21
Total: (all out in 80.1 overs) 220
Fall of wkts: 1-18: 2-56- 3-85:

MacGILL...3 for 57

4-137; 5-139; 6-171; 7-204: &
2135213

Bowler O M R W
MeGrath |7 - F 35 2
Miller 23 6 45 2
MacGill 2051 2 57 B
Warne 2} 4 67 ]
AUSTRALIA: Second in-
nings
Slater not out 11
Taylor not out 2
Extras: ()
Total {for no loss in 7 overs) 13
Bowler O M R W
(iough 3 1 3 .0
Headley 2 1 4 0
Suech 2 0 8 ()

Umpires: Darrel Hair (Aus),
Steve Dunne (NZ)

TAYLOR CATCHES BORDER

SYDNEY, Jan 3 (Reuters): Australian captain
Mark Taylor equalled former Australian skipper
Allan Border's world record for the most Test
catches by a fieldsm.an today. He reached the mile-
stone on the second day of the fifth and final Ashes
Test against England at the Sydney Cricket Ground
when he palmed John Crawley for 44 off leg-spin-
ner Stuart MacGill to give him his 156th catch.

Following are the leading Test fieldsmen:
Mark Taylor (Australia) 156 catches, 103 matches.

Alan Border (Australia) 156 cathces, 1596 matches.
Greg Chappell (Australia) 122 catches, 88 matches.
Viv Richards [West Indies) 122 catches, 121 matches.
Ian Botham (England) 120 catches, 102 matches.
Colin Cowdery (England) 120 catches, 115 matches.
Bob Simpson (Australia) 110 catches, 62 matches.
Ally Hammond (England] 110 catches, 85 matches.
Gary Sobers (West Indies] 109 catches, 93 matches.
Sunil Gavaskar (India) 108 catches, 125 matches.

| rana (21)

PERTH, Jan 3;
Australia A nee-
ded just 18 overs
| to overrun world
L champions Sri
——--— --— Lanka and post an
eight-wicket victory in their
one-day match today, reports
Reuters.

The result was never in
doubt after S Lanka had been
bundled out for 89 in just 25.1
overs at the WACA ground. The
Australians reached 92 for two
in reply, Greg Blewett (34) and
Damien Martyn (24) putting on
54 for the third wickel.

Such was the domination by
Australia A that the two sides
then decided to play a second
game under lights, making the
day-night [fixture a double
header.

All-rounder Shane Lee was
Sri Lanka's chiel tormentor,
collecting four for 11,

Only Romesh Kaluwitha-
and captain Arjuna

Ranatunga, who finished on 21
not out, came to terms with the
bouncy wicket.

Opener Sanath Jayasuriva
was the first to fall, out for five
when he nicked a delivery from
Nicholson and was caught b
wicketkeeper Ryan Carhpl;:f':ﬁ
with the score on eight.

SCOREBOARD
SRI LANKA

Jayasuriyva ¢ Campbell b
Nicholson 5
Kaluwitharana ¢ Blewett

b Nicholson 21
Gunawardena b Dale 2
Attapattu run out 12
Ranatunga not out 21
Mahanama lbw b Lee 2
Tillakaratne ¢ Campbell b Lee |
Chandana c Dale b Lee 10
Wickramasinghe b Lee 0
Zoysa b Denton 0
Perera b Harvey 0
Extras: (lb-1, w-14]) 15

Total: (all out in 25.1 overs) &9
Fall of wkits : 1-8, 2-27: 3-46:

Australia A amerce SL
1

4-46; 5-50; 6-64; 7-76; B-76; 9-
Féih |

Bowler: O M R W
Nicholsaor T O 22 2
Dale h 0 28 ]
Denton B 0O 27 1
Lee Fi I 11 4
Harvey 0.1 0 0 I
AUSTRALIA A

Campbell ¢ Jayasuriya b

Zoysa 14
Divenulo ¢ Tillakaratne b
Perera 17
Blewetl not out 34
Martyn not out 24
Extras: (Ib-1, w-2) 3
Total: {for two wkts in

18 overs) 2

Fall of wkts: 1-19; 2-38.

Did not bat: AS Symonds, S
Lee, I Harvey, M Nicholson, B
Young, A Dale, G Denton.

Bowler: 0O M R W
Zoysa 7 1 18 1
Wickramasinghe 5 0 36 0
Perera 4 0 25 1
Chandana Z 0 12 0

Result: Australia A won by

eight wickets.

— Star photo

Ashraful 99 n.o.
BCB boys litt
All-Bengal title

Sports Reporter
_The BCB under-13 cricketers
lifted the All-Bengal Chand
Ballav Ghosh Memorial tour-
nament deleating hosts Agra-
gamee Sangha by eight-wickets
in Shiliguri yesterday.
According to a faxed messave
received yesterday, the juvenile
selection, chasing Agragamee's
187 for eight. reached 190 for
lwo with Ashraful hitting a
dazzling unbeaten 99. In his 79-
ball knock, Ashraful clubbed 11
fours and a quartet of sixes.
The victorious team is
schieduled to return home on
January 6.

CJKP soccer

Abahani
champs

CHITTAGONG, Jan 3 Aba-
hanl Krira Chakra became
champions in the CJKP First

| Division lootball league as the
| last league encounter between

Mohammedan Sporting Club
and Regency Sports Club ended
in a goalless draw at the M A
Aziz Stadium here today, re-
ports BSS,

With the day's result, both
Abahani and Regency finished
atop the Llable with 22 points
cach [rom nine super league
matches, But by virtue of a het-
ter goal average Abahani pre-
vailed.

After the draw, Mo-
hammedan finished third col-
lecting 20 points from their
nine matches

POINTS TABLE

(Team, match, win, defeat.
draw, goal-favour, goal-against,

poiits)

Abahani g 7 1 117 3 2
Regency F T 18 4 &
Mchammedan 9 6 1 2 @ 4 @

Nat'l sub-jr
chess on

Defending champion Ruhul
Islam Bobby made an auspi-
cions start in the 19th sub-ju-
nior chess tournament beating
Moniruzzaman at the NSC
chess room yesterday, reports
AFPRB,

I1n the other engagements of
the opening round, Bata
Schools title holder Medhi
Hasan ontwitled Tanvir Hasan,
Javed outplayed Quamruzza-
meai, Ejaj Hossain defleated
Sharmin, Mashiur Rahman
beal Sharif, Nayem Aril got rid
of Nazmul Hasan, Rawnak heat
Hasan Tanvir and Horok won
dAgainst Arman Monir.

D'mondi crush
GMCC

Dhanmondi Club smashed
GMCC by five wickels in the
metropolis First Division
crickel league at the Mirpur
City Club ground yesterday, re-
ports UNE.

Sent in to bat first, GMCC
were all out for 171 in 59.5
OVETS.

Mohammad Al te scored
with 46 off 41 balls with four
boundaries and three over
boundaries while AN Moham-
mad added 28 off 48 balls, in-
cluding four fours.

Opener Manjurul Hag made
23 runs ofl 30 deliveries wilh
Lliree hits across the rope and
an over boundary,

Tarigul Hasan and Faysal
claimed two wickets giving
away 27 and 32 runs respec-
Lively.

In reply, Dhanmondi Club
reached 172 losimg five wickels
in 24 .2 overs.

Tawhid Nakib made an un-
heaten 39 olf 66 balls thal [ea-
tured two boundaries while Ma-
sud Raihan contributed 31 runs
oft 69 balls,

Anisul Hakim played an-
other notable innings making
25 off 45 balls with three fours
while Sajjadul Hasan added 24
runs off 28 balls, including four
bounedaries.
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90s Shaheen Malik s bane, Rashed Hanif 101 for Victoria

Mohammedan orient for a win

Mohammedan Sporting
showed signs of a recovery act
after two consecutive defeats
when the popular Motijheel
outlit restricted babes Orient
Sporting to an attainable target
in a Janakantha Premier
L.eague match at the Dhaka Sta-
dium yesterday,

Skipper Mohammed Rafique
led his demoralised side from
the [ront by snaring four wick-
ets as Orient, electing to bat
first, were all out for 188 in 78.5

OVers.

Mohammedan, in reply,
were 17 lor no loss at stumps.

Rafique struck at a crucial
stage, evaporating Orient's
hopes of a challenging total.
Orient were comfortably placed
at 86 for one in 34 4 overs when
e national left-arm spinner
started the rot by dismissing a
menacingly-poised Biplob, who
was clean bowled after scoring a
deflant 42,

Orient went to lunch at 86
for two in 36 overs. But Rafique
struck again imnmediately alter
the break. He took two wickets
In successive deliveries in the
lirst over after lunch, reducing
Orient to 90 for four from where
they never regpvered, Rafique
eventlually finished with four
for 28 in his 16 overs.

Monzurul Islam then took
over from where Rafique left.
The young left-arm seamer
ripped through the lower mid-
dle-order fo finish with fantas-
tic figures of 16-10-23-3. It
would have been a more re-
sounding day for the southpaw
had he not conceded nine runs
inn his last over.

With Monzurul on fire with
his outswingers, Orient were at
one stage reeling on 112 for
sevent before a chancy 48 by
number eight batsman Sohail
Islam gave them a face-saving
total. Dropped at 19,. Sohail
chanced his arm on his way to a
maiden half-century in” the
league. But he fell to a brilliant
catch by Halim Shah., who
made amends for his earlier
blunder by taking the hot stuff
at gully olf Zakir.

Alter the good work by the
bowlers, openers Selim Shahed
and Rashedul Haq saw off the
five overs bowled in the final
session to complete a satisfac-
tory day for Mohammedan.

Al the Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium, Agrani Bank contin-
ued their fairy-tale run when
the mediocre outfit posted a
commanding total against
promotees Sadharan Bima,

The high-flying bankers,
who lloored holders Abahani
and runners-up Brothers Union
in their previcus two matches,
had half their job done for what
will be their third consecutive
win when they scored 342 for
cight in their 80 overs. Thanks
to a brilliant 92 from Pakistani
shaheen Malik and a hreezy 67
[rom Molizur Rahman.

The middle-order due. who
were responsible for upsetting
the apple carts of the two giants,
Were once again in the thick of
things after Agrani Bank lost
half their wickets at the score of
164

The couple put on 105 runs

Sports Reporter

for the sixth wicket before Ma-
lik ran himself out in a terrible
mix-up. In his 103-ball knock
Malik, stranded at nervous
ninety for the second time in
the league, hammered 11 fours. -
Mofizur, the more aggressive of
the two campaigners, smote a
huge sixer and eight disdainful
fours in his 75-ball knock.
Apart from the dependable pair.
one-down Rajin scored a pa-
tient 45 off 96 balls.

Away at the BKSP, Victoria,

aided by a dazzling century
from Rashed Hanif, scored a
fighting 261 before being all out
in 78 overs against Wari.

Rashed, the younger brother
of former Pakistan interna-
tional Aamir Hanif, hammered
101 off 181 balls embellished
with eight fours and a sixer.
Coming in to bat at number
seven, Rashed held the innings
together after Victoria had lost
half of their wickets at 70 in
onily 15.5 overs.

SCOREBOARDS

Scoreboards of the three Janakantha Premier League
matches at the end of the first day's play at different city venues

on Sunday:
Mohammedan vs Orient

(Venue: Bangabandhu National Stadium)

ORIENT

Biplob b Rafique

Jewel Ibw b Zakir

Narayan c Nasir b Odumbe
Rezwan c Halim b Rafique
Biaz b Rafique

Harun ¢ Murtoza b Monjurul
Mizanur ¢ Murtoza b Monjurul
Sohail ¢ Halim b Zakir
Azim b Monjurul

Tanvir b Ha]lfque

Aminul not out

Extras: (b 4. |b-9, w-19)
Total: (All out in 78.5 overs)

EBomobuoosLob

Fall of wkts: 1-1: 2-86: 3-90: 4-90; 5-99; 6-109: 7-112: 8-120:

9-151

Bowler:; O

Zakir 115

Monjurul 16

Salahuddin _ 15.4

Tikolo s

Odumbe o B4 1A

Rafique 16
MOHAMMEDAN

Rashed not out

S Shahed not out

Extras: [w-2)

Total: (for no loss in 5 overs)

Bowler: O

Mizanur 2

Aminul 2

Sohail 1
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Agrani Bank vs Sadharan Bima
(Venue: Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium)

AGRANI BANK

Obaidul ¢ Babu b Sapu

Sajjad ¢ Babu b Rajinder
Rajin lbw b Rajinder
Ziauddin ¢ Babu b Hadi

S Malik run out

Zakaria ¢ Totam b Moin
Mofizur b Moin

S Arelin not out

Ujjal € Sapu b Moin

Suja not out

Extras: (b-1, Ib-1, nb-2, w-13)
Total: (for 8 wktis in 80 overs)

QLBBREREHERE

342

Fall of wkts: 1-3; 2-57; 3-91; 4-142: 5-164: 6-269; 7-293; 8-315

Bowler: 0O
Nakib &
S Rahman Sapu 7
Rajinder 16
Totam 13
Ratan 16
Moinuzzaman 16
Dear 4

Victoria vs Wari

(Verue: BKSP)

VICTORIA

Imran ¢ Tareq b Munna
Moni ¢ Montu b Arif
Kamu ¢ Tuhin b Afir
Rezaul ¢ Mukter b Tuhin
Zilani b A Wasim

Zia ¢ Mukter b Monitu

R Hanif ¢ Biplob b Sajib
Sabbir ¢ Tareq b Nasim
Jewel ¢ A Wasim b Nasim
Rakib not out

Zakir run out

Extras: (b-8, 1b-4, nb-11, w-18) 41

Total: (All out in 78 overs)

BNPELEE oy
WWHGMHGE

8
3]
0
16
21
14
101
2z
15
17
1

261

Fall of wkts: 1-21: 2-21; 3-23: 4-66: 2-70; 6-108; 7-156: 8-178:

9-256 :

Bower: 0O
Arif 7
Monwar 5
Wasim 16
Tuhin 2
Taregq 16
Montu 14
Nasimm 16
Sajib 1
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LAHORE, Pakis-
tan. Jan 3 (Reu-
. ters/AFP/ Inter-
| net): Wasim Ak-
| J ram, who is invo-
L= SEfee lved in a probe
into alleged corruption in
Pakistan cricket, is to captain
his country on their forth-
coming tour of India and at the
World Cup in England starting
in May.

All-rounder Akram, among
several players under investiga-
tion by a judicial commission
over match-fixing and hribery
charges, was appointed by the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
executive council on Sunday.

The couneil., which met for
six hours, named wicketkeeper
Moin Khan as vice-captain of
the touring side leaving for In-
dia on January 21,

A PCB spokesman told re-
porters the council members
were briefed in detail by legal
advisor Ali Sibtain Fazli on the
passible implications arising
out of a judicial report on the
match-fixing and bribery
charges that is to be presented
to the president of Pakistan.

He said Akram, who will be
captaining Pakistan for the
fourth time. had been appointed
on the grounds that all players
were innocent unless proven
guilty.

The l|51L1-::lir:i'e.1 report will not
be finished before Janu 16
when several of the accused
players have been called to tes-
tify against each other.

The PCB spokesman said
Akram accepted the captaincy
without any pre-conditions and
was appointed for the job by a
majority decision of the 15-
member council.

"I will try my best to take

-:"'-:l'- P

Pakistan back on winning
track and although it is tough to
raise the morale of a team down
with unimpressive recent losses
but I will fulfil the confidence
reposed in me.” Akram told
AFP.

WASIM AKRAM

'l think my problems will
are over now and this is a new
year's gift for me," he said.

Javed Miandad retained his
post as coach while Mian Mo-
hammad Munir, a Council
member, will be the manager
for Indian tour.

Akram, 32, has played in 83
Tests, taking 354 wickets and
scoring 2,109 runs.

He last stepped down from
the captaincy in 1998 when al-
legations of match-fixing sur-
faced after a one-day tourna-
ment in Sharjah, and vowed

Reins given to Akram again

never to lead the team again. -

'It's altogether a different
situation and 1 am relaxed now.
I hope I will come out of my tur-
bulent period and all baseless
allegations against me will be
proven wrong,” the contro-
versy-ridden fast bowler said.

[In Akram's absence, the cap-
taincy has alternated between
wicketkeeper Rashid Latif and
opening batsman Aamir So-
hail. under whose leadership
the team lost recent home Test
series to Australia and Zim-
babwe,

Akram and Moin are in a
list of 23 probable players from
whom a squad of 15 will be cho-
sen next week for the landmark
tour of India.

The tour includes two Tests,
at New Delhi and either Madras
or Kanpur, and will be the first
between the two neighbouring
countries since 1989 when In-
dia visited Pakistan.

"The Indian tour will be
tough but the boys know their
job and the only thing they need
is motivation and I'm there to
give it to them,” Akram said.

However, Sohail and an-
other ex-captain, Rashid Latif,
are both included in the team.

World Cup soccer

every two years!

ZURICH, Jan 3 (Reuters/ In-
ternet): FIFA president Sepp
Blatter has called for the World
Cup finals to be staged every two
years.

"I want a football world
championship every two years.
Then the national teams will
get the rankings they deserve,”
Blatter said in an interview

Sunday,




