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'Proposal for including BR in

Trans-Asian rly ready : PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said neces-
EEJT proposals have been for-
mulated to include Bangladesh
Railway in the Trans-Asian
Railway, reports UNB.

"For its geographical posi-
tion, Bangladesh will play an
important role for the rail
communication of this region,”
she said while inaugurating the
Extended Inland Container De-
pot (ICD) at Kamalapur in the
morning.

The ICD near the Kamalapur
Raﬂwe;:ﬂy Station has been ex-
panded by 9.86 lakh square feet,
raising the area to 14.73 lakh
sit from 4.87 lakh sft.

Official sources said the ex-
panded ICD will have an in-
creased handling capacity of
90,000 containers per year from
the previous 25,000 containers.
The ICD has been expanded at a
cost of Tk 58 crore.

Hasina said the government,
considering the importance of
rail communication, has taken
some "effective and realistic
steps for creating dynamism in
the activities of this service ori-
ented sector.”

"We've also taken up some re-
form measures to improve the
quality of service of the Rail-
way,"” she said mentioning that
commercial service of four pas-
senger trains, and the on-board
service of Dhaka-Chittagong

inter-city trains have been
handed over to the private sec-
tor.

Because of these steps,
Hasina said, the quality of ser-
vice has improved and the
number of passengers and cargo
traffic have increased. The rev-
enue earnings of the Railway
has also increased as a result,
she added.

The prime minister said that
for the development of the rail-
way sector, the government has
already procured 22 new en-
gines and 66 passenger car-
riages. Eight more engines and
26 passenger coaches will also
be proc SO0n.

She said travel by train has
become safer and faster because
of the modernisation of rail-
way, including development of
rail tracks.

Mentioning the introduction
of commuter train service be-
tween Dhaka and Brahman-
baria, she said this type of ser-
vices will help people accom-
plish their works in the capital.
They will travel to the capital
and then return to their homes
after completing job.

The prime minister said
special initiative of the present
government has made the in-
clusion of rail line in the
Bangabandhu Bridge possible.

"We were able to persuade the

donors about the indispensabil-
ity of rail track on the bridge."

She said a 98-kilometre
mixed gauge line will be ex-
tended up to Joydevpur from
Sirajganj.

Hasina hoped that in the
first half of 2001, regular train
service between east and west
would begin.

She thanked the railway of-
ficials and employees for their
special service to the nation
during the recent devastating
flood and said it was for their
efforts that export was not
hampered even though the road

communication remained sus-
pended.

While givings recognition to
good deeds, the government will
not also hesitate to take stern
action against any lapses in
duty, she said and assured all
possible measures for further
modernisation of Railway.

Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain Manju, State
Minister for Shipping Mofazzal
Hossain Chowdhury Maya.
Roads and Railways Division
Secret Syed Rezaul Hayat
and Director General of Rail-
way Atiqul Hussein Khan also
spoke on the occasion.

Earlier, the prime minister
unveiled the plagque of the ex-
tended inland container depot.

Doha in the dock |

. From Page 1

there were many irregularities
in the transactions. For exam-
ple, Shinepukur Holding's
shares were sold by the firm
based on false and unsigned or-
ders %iven by Satkhira Fish-
eries |both organisations are
sister concerns of Beximco
Group).

“ ... in this way, the share
market was manipulated to in-
fluence the general people to
buy the shares.”

Barrister M Zahir quoted the
findings.of the probe committee
to argue that the accused was
one of the major traders on DSE
concentrating mainly in the
shares of Shinepukur Holdings.

"They were both buyer and
seller. Most of their trading
volume was with Beximco asso-
ciates, sponsors,” Zahir said.
Presenting documents before
the judge, he said that the firm
violated securities law by acting
on orders which were not
signed.

He also argued that the activ-
ities of the firm were fraudulent
and fell under the purview of
Section 17 of the Securities and
Exchange Ordinance which
deals with “mischief”.

Zahir also quoted the verdict
of the Appellate Division,
which referred to the SEC probe
committee report to comment:
“We are also satisfied that there
is prima facie allegation of con-
travention of Section 17 of the
ordinance. When the SEC was
making a complaint of fraudu-
lent acts against certain com-
panies and their directors on
the basis of an enquiry under-
taken by an expert committee, a
court would be well-advised not
to try to be more expert at the
complaint stage because other-
wise it will be an example of
nil:gping the prosecution in the
bud.”

So charges can be framed
against the accused, Zahir ar-
gued.
"They traded among them-
selves and raised the share

rice. The transactions were
alse and did not involve any
cash. All trades were on paper
only and the dealings were
recorded in the DSE quotations
which lured thousands of in-
vestors to invest in the mar-

ket," Zahir said. "And they in-
vested and lost their savings.”

He concluded by saying that
“the accused have committed
the crimes and there is prima
facie allegations of contraven-
tion.”

Seeking to frame charges,
Special Public Prosecutor Syed
Rezaur Rahman said that there
was manipulation and that
there was a Lﬁrima facie allega-
tion against the accused.

Detence lawyer Serajul Huq
differed with Zahir on the
Supreme Court verdict. “It has
not bound the hands of the Ses-
sions Judge. Otherwise, they
(Appellate judges) would have
framed charge themselves."

Huq said there was no alle-
gation in the probe committee
report, which was the basis of
the compliant petition filed by
the SEC.

He also quoted the report of
the probe committee .that
stated: "the general impression
is that they (Doha Securities)
played a role in market opera-
tions relating to Shinepukur
shares ... This firm acted on un-
signed orders given by Satkhira
Fisheries for sale of shares of
Shinepukur Holdings Ltd".

He argued that such “geféral
imlprﬂssinn and having played a
role in market operation” could
not be considered as an offence,
“And having sold shares based
on unsigned orders was also not
a violation of law as there were
no such requirement of law.”

The law only says that all
orders to buy and sell has to be
registered to be maintained by
him in a form which shows his
name, address and the number
of security involved, he said.

"So where is the dealings of
the firm that indicates manipu-
lation?” Serajul Huﬂ asked.

He also contradicted with
the prosecution saying that the

ert committee report being
the basis of the complaint peti-
tion does not say that the share
transactions of Beximco asso-
ciates were fake and done un-
lawtully.

Dr M Zahir then argued that
there was one more require-
ment of law which speaks of
obligations to client. "How can
duties to client be fulfilled if
their order form is not signed
despite the fact that the order
sheet had a blank space for sig-
natures”, r

"Only recently the SEC has®
given permission to accept
trade orders over telephone and
if there were such existing pro-
visions why would the SEC
make new rules,” Zahir argued.

The Additional Attorney
General Mahabub e Alam in his
arguments said allegations are

there and that the evidernces
would be produced when re-
quired.

He also said that the manip-
ulators must be brought to book
in the interest of long-term
growth and development of se-

. curities market and building

confidence of investors.

Special Public Prosecutor
Syed Hyder Ali said that the
documents presented to the
judge proved there was gross
violation of Section 17 E II and
V of the SEC Ordinance 1969
and that these were enough to
frame charges since there was
offence.

He also pointed out that the
expert committee in its report
said that the firm was engaged
in share trading of Shinepukur
"both within and outside DSE",
which means it went to the kerb
market and which is illegal.

Code of conduct

. From Page 1

any law to try the teachers for
ofiences. They were only in-
volved in elections”.

"It is necessary to have a
code of conduct. It is necessary
to find out why the teachers are
of such a low moral standard,”
he said.

Besides academic qualifica-
tions, other qualities should be
taken into consideration while
appointing leachers, he said.

Meanwhile, at a rally on the
DU campus, Bangladesh Chh-
tara Fedaration (BCF) yesterday
urged the DU authorities to
accept the six-point demand of
the SPSH. BCF leaders said that

the movement against sexual
harassment should be spread’
all over the country. Earlier,
the BCF brought out a pro-
cession on the campus.

BNP meeting

. From Page 1

He told another questioner
that the standing committee
meeting discussed forging
broad-based unity of opposition
political parties for launching a
tough anti-government agita-
tion, . :

Asked whether BNP is going
to reach an understanding with
Ershad's J a;ii.ra Party, Bhuiyan
said: "Not only JP, we will wel-
come all those willing to join
our current oust-government
movement, We will not hesitate
to build united movemerit with
any party--left or right.”

"no gquestion of his
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Manju leads

From Page 1

Ershad's effort to keep his party
MPs in tow.

Manju displayed one of his
many tricks, quietly and deci-
sively taking the JP MPs under
his sleeves, a source close to
him said.

He also enjoys support of at
least three other MPs from his
own sphere of influence — the
greater Barisal region. They are
Tasmima Hossain, Rustam Ali
Farazi and Zulfikar Ali Bhutto,
More MPs are likely to lend
their su%?nrt to im, the
sources indicated.

The scenario would be clear
when parliament meets for its
winter gession later this
month.

Those who met the PM in-
cluded Mustafizur Rahman, Nur
Mohamamd Mandal, Tajul Is-
lam Choudhury, Golam Hos-
sain, Wahiduddin Badshah,
Sharfuddin Ahmed Jhantu,
Jajnal Abedin Sarker., Ahsan
Ahmed (all from greater Rang-
pur) and Golam Faruq Ovi
(Barisal).

Earlier in the evening, An-
war Hossain Manju had visited
Mizanur Rahman Choudhury at
his residence. From there, he
took him to the Ganobhavan.
the sources said.

Mizanur Rahman Choud-
hury, a JP vice-chairman and a
former prime minister under
the general, was recently rein-
stated in his position. He was
left in the cold by Ershad fol-
lowing his release in January
1997, :

Recently at the height of the
Ershad-Manju controversy on
the former President's tilt to-
wards the mainstream opposi-
tion camp, Mizanur Rahman
Choudhury was sidelined from
the party hierarchy. But he was
reinstated recently while the
likes of Kazi Zafar Ahmed and
Shah Moazzem Hossain re-
turned to Ershad-led JP.

Meanwhile, some JP leaders
are still trying to reconcile the
two sides.

Some of them met Ershad
last evening and reportedly dis-
cussed the possible rapproche-
ment between the two.

Ershad also met some party
MPs last night. But it was not
possible to know the gutcome of
the parley or their names.

Sharif
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hore — capital of central Punjab

province.
Police blamed the ethnic
Muttahida Qami Movement

(MQM], a former ally of Sharif,
for the explosion. Speaking on
condition of anonymity, a po-
lice official said three MQM
workers had been arrested in
the southern port city of
Karachi on suspicion of plan-
ning the explosion. He did not
disclose the identity of the sus-
pects.

In Lahore, the home town of
Sharif, police raided the MQM
office, but made no arrests.

But an MQM leader, Sheikh
Liaqual, Hussain said there was
party's in-
volvement in the incident.

"l am hearing this news from
you," he told the Associated
Press from Rawalpindi on tele-
phone. "The MQM believes iri a
peaceful struggle, but the police
are implicating us in false cases
because we are no longer an ally
of the government."

"We condemn the incident,”
he said.

The government said the
blast was an "act of terrorism."

“The government has taken
stringent measures to root out
terrorism and this incident has
further strengthen our determi-
nation to fight against this
menace,” Mushahid Hussain,
the information minister, told
reporters in Islamabad.

Sharif blames the MQM. a
former ally, for most of the vio-
lence in Karachi, a city of 14
million people which has been
politically controlled by the
MQM since the mid-1980s.
More than 1,000 people died in
political and religious violence
there last year.
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Gausia gets going as ever

Shopping never ends here. Arguably the city's busiest
shopping centre, it has one great advantage. New Market,
New Super Market, Hawkers Market and Chandni Chawk
in the vicinity, Gausia stretches itself conveniently up to
— shall we call it? — footpath, creating on the nearby
streets the worst congestion one can imagine._ Sgar photo

Asma’s kidney
transplantation
date shifted

By Staff Correspondent
The date for kidney trans-
Piantatit}n of Asma, scheduled
or today, has been shifted to
Monday next.
Asma, whose only function-

. ing kidney was removed 'mis-
' takenly' by doctors at the
- Dhaka Medical College Hospi-

tal ori August 11, is now at
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University Hospital.
Her mother ?.u{mra Begum,
who earlier agreed to donate
one of her kidneys, was insist-
ing on fixing the operation date

- after Eid holidays.

When contacted last night,
Prof Harun-ur-Rashid, head of
Nephrology of the hospital told
The Daily Star, "Fixing the op-
eration date after Eid would be
risky. We have, however, hon-
oured Zohura Begum's request

. by shifting the operation date

Road accidents kill

seven in Tangail

TANGAIL, Jan 3: Seven peo-
ple, including a college student,
were killed and 25 others in-
jured in two road accidents on
Bangabandhu Bridge link road
in Kalihati thana on Saturday
night and today, reports UNB.

Witnesses said six passen-
gers of a Dhaka-bound coach of
Hanif Enterprise from Cha-
painawabganj were killed when
it plunged into a road side ditch
at Analiabari after collided
with a truck at about 1.30 am.

Villagers rushed to the spot
and rescued the victims at dead
of night. Passengers attributed
the accident to rash driving,

The dead were identified as
bus driver Kamal Hossain, 32,
of Mirpur in the capital, Bikash
Chandra Das, 42, and Ranjan
Kumar Das, 40, of Paharpur vil-
lage, Syamal Kumar Ghose, 24.
of Hujurapur village, Alo Miah,
38, and Khairul Islam, 40, of
Bohalabari village in Cha-
painawabganj district.

Of the injured, 11 were ad-
mitted to General Hospital.

Police seized the truck, but
its driver fled away.

[n the other accident, Abdur
Rashid, 22, a degree examinee of
Shamsul Haq College, was run
over by a bus at Alenga while he
was crossing the road riding a
bicycle along with a friend at
about 10 am, -

Rashid died on the spot. His
friend received injury.

The death of ifjle college stu-
dent sparked off protest by the
local people disrupting road
communication between the
capital and northern districts
for five hours. The protesters
put up barricade on the road
and damaged some 30 buses.

The barricade was with-
drawn after the intervention of
police and local administration
at 3 pm.

Separate cases were filed
with Kalihati police.

Albright refuses to hold
meeting with Israeli FM

JERUSALEM, Jan 3: US Sec-
retary of State Madeline Al-
bright has rejected a request
from Israeli Foreign Minister
Ariel Sharon for a meeting dur-
ing a planned visit to Washing-
ton later this week, army radio
reported today, says AFP.

The snub is a mark of the
'US administration's anger"
with the Israeli government
over its decision to freeze im-

lementation of October's US-

rokered Wye River peace ac-
cord with the Palestinians, the
radio said. -

Albright has also cancelled
an expected visit to Israel and
the Palestinian territories to
monitor implementation of the
land-for-security accord, it
said.

Sharon still plans (o leave
for the United States on Thurs-
day to meet Israeli diplomats
there and will hold talks with
US Middle East peace envoy
Dennis Ross, the foreign min-
istry said.

The government of Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
last month cancelled a second
West Bank troop withdrawal Is-
rael was required to carry out

under the Wye agreement.

His government said it was
freezing implementation of the
agreement until the Palestini-
ans met five conditions.

Netanyahu insists in par-
ticular that Palestinian leader
Yasser Aralat abandon plans to
declare a Palestinian state uni-
laterally when the interim five-
year period of self-rule expires
in May unless there is progress
in talks on a final settlement.

Anwara thana
AL leader
shot dead

CHITTAGONG, Jan 3: An
Awami League leader was shot
dead in Anwara thana and

three others died in separate

incidents in the district today,
reports UNB..

Dr Abu Taher, 40, an Awami
League leader of Uskain area of
Anwara thana, was shot dead
while he was returning from his
Banglabazar Chamber at 7:30
pm, police said.

but cannot delay any further."
Condition of Asma, who is
surviving on haemodialysis
thrice a week can turn worse
any time. _
She is now fit to undergo the
surgery. Prol Rashid added.

Projonmo '71
Newly formed
body refutes
claim of rival

faction

By DU Correspondent

Leaders of the newly formed
Central Committee of Pro-
jonmo ‘71 refuted the claim of a
rival faction in the organisa-
tion that their committee was
unconstitutional and illegal,

Saidur Rahman, former
president of the organisation
announced the new Executive
Committee at a press conference
in the city on Saturday but its
former general secretary Taw-
hid Reza who leads the rival
group in a statementi claimed
that it was illegal and un-
constiutional. _

Anwaul Kabir and Hedayet
Hossain president and general
secretary of the new committee
in a joint statement yesterday

| claimed that the committee was

formed by inviting the mem-
bers and representative of Pro-
jonmo '71 from districts.

“The representatives sup-
ported the new committee and
so it can in no way be termed il-
legal”, they said.

They said the new committee
will find out who were actually
responsible for the stalemate in
the organisation in the last four
years.

~ "There are a handful of
members who are active so that
we can not be united. Action
will taken against them once
they are identified,” they said.

"We do not believe that Pro-
jonmo ‘71 is split. We are under
one umbrella as brothers and
sisters and will continue to re-
main so. We will take action
against those who are purpose-
fully dﬁstrcf:ying the image and
ideology of the organisation,”
they said.

Date for stickers
in vehicles
deferred

By Special Correspondent

Bangladesh Road Trans-
por Authority (BRTA) yester-
day delerred by one month
introduction of tax, fitness and
route permit stickers to be
displayed on windshields of
motor vehicles.

The system was to be intro-
duced today. A BRTA an-
nouncement said it will begin
from February 4.

Vehicle owners will have to
collect the stickers during re-
newal of tax token, fitness cer-
tificate and route permit,

New flight in
Dhaka-Sylhet

route from today

Biman Bangladesh Airlines

starts a new domestic flight in -

Dhaka-Sylhet-Dhaka route
from today, reports UNB.

The flight, BG604 /604, will
leave Dhaka at 12:15 pm for
Sylhet and depart Sylhet for
Dhaka at 1:25 pm on Monday. It
will reach Sylhet at 12:50 pm

and Dhaka at 2 pm.

Planned trip to Calcutta

PM flouting her policy
of austerity : Khaleda

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina came under criticism by
the opposition leader for her
planned trip to Calcutta flout-
ing the pledge of austerity dur-
ing Ramadan, reports UNB.

"She has called for austerity
and now plans te go to Calcutta
at the cost of public money," Be-
gum Zia, the BNP chairperson
said at an Iftar party yesterday
evening,

Tht Prime Minister is
scheduled to visit Calcutta Jan-
uary 27-28 where she will be
decorated with DLit by Biswa
Bharati University. She will
also open a book fair there.

Questioning the wisdom of
spending public money, Begum
Zia said the Prime Minister is
flouting her policy of austerity
h[\; undertaking a costly trip
abroad.

Referring to Prime Minis-
ter's refusal to attend the [ftar
parly hosted by her, Begum Zia

said, "It needs the blessings of

Almighty Allah to arrange Iftar
or break fasting together with
other devoted Muslims. It seems
Allah has not granted them
(ruling party leaders) such an

opportunity.”

Describing the arrest of JCD
leader and a BNP activist from
Iftar party, she accused the rul-
Ing party of crealing obstacles
to religious activities.

The opposition leader urged
the people, including the Hindu
community, to launch united
movement to oust the oppres-
sive government,

Describing woes of the com-
monman Begum Zia said rice is
selling at Tk 16 to 20 per kg,
pulses at Tk 42 per kg, edible oil
at Tk 50 per kg and even fried
rice (murif at Tk 36 per kg,

People from rural areas are
converging in cities for work
and food as government has
failed to start post-flood reha-
bilitation work.

She added, the government
failing to resolve the problems
is resorting to repression on the
opposition in a bid to stop
democratic movement.

The Iftar party, organised
jointly by Cantonment, Gul-
shan and Uttara units of BNP
and its front organisations, was
held at Khilkhet Kurmitola
High School ground.

4 Arab states hold sécret meet

to forge united stand on Iraq

CAIRO, Jan 3: The foreign
ministers of four Arab coun-
tries held secret talks in Egypt
to try to forge a united strategy
on Iraq, Arab diplomats said
today, reports AP,

e diplomats said that the

. foreign ministers of Saudi

Arabia, Syria and Yemen met at
the invitation of Egyptian For-
eign Minister Amr Moussa yes-

terday at the Red Sea resort of

Hur haq:la, 415 kilometres
southeast of Cairo.
They said the ministers

agreed to lobby the Arab League
to Em off a meeting on Iraq in-
definitely for fear that it will
further split Arab ranks. The
diplomats spoke on customary
condition of anonymity.

- Arab League foreign minis-
ters had been scheduled to meet

at the league's headquarters in
Cairo in December to discuss
American and British air-
strikes on Iraq. The December
16-19 attacks were intended to

unish the regime of Iraqi
eader Saddam Hussein for fail-
ing to cooperate with UN
weapons inspectors.

At the request of Gulf states,
led by Saudi Arabia, the meet-
lzng was put off until January

4,

Arab League Secretary-Gen-
eral Esmat Abdel-Meguid today
told reporters that there were
no moves afoot to further delay
a foreign ministers' meeting on
Iraq.

Talaat Hamid, spokesman
for the 22-member league, said
today that there has been no
formal request to cancel or put

off the January 24 meeting.
Spokesmen for the Egyptian
and Syrian foreign ministers
declined comment on the report
of the Hurghada meeting. An
official at the Yemen Embassy
in Cairo would say only that
Yemeni Foreign Minister Ab-
dul-Kader Bajammal was in

Eﬂ’}lt.

he Gulf states, especially
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, have
not forgiven Saddam for his
1990 invasion of Kuwait, which
sparked the 1991 Gulf War.

The diplomats said that
Egypt and Saudi Arabia would
prefer to see bilateral discus-
sions or small meetings on
Iraq. This, they said, would de-

rive Saddam's regime of possi-
ly using the league as a plat-
form for anti-Western rhetoric.
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Employment bank to open
20 branches this month

Star Report

Karma Sangsthan Bank is
going to open 20 branches at
different district headquarters
within this month to give loan
to unemployed youths for in-
come generating projects.

Necessary workforce have
been appointed and offices
rented for the branches, its
Managing Director Masudul
Huq said.

“We are opening branches at
district headquarters and look-
ing forward to opening more
branches, as the demand for its
service has been growing every
day,” he said.

17 out of 33 JP
MPs to side
with Manju: Ovi

BARISAL, Jan 3: Jatiya
Party lawmaker Golam Farocoq
Ovi today claimed that at least
17 out of 33 MPs would side
with Anwar Hossain Manju in
case a separate parliamentary
group of JP is formed.

Talking to UNB at Barisal
Circuit House this morning,
Ovi, who is loyal to Manju in
the Jatiyva Party groupings. said
the number of dissidents might
increase further.

Commenting on JP Chair-
man HM Ershad's remark about
Manju and some of his party
lawmakers, he said : "Ershad
had served in the Army for
about 35 years in various im-
portant commands, but coming
out nf the service, he could not
shed his commanding voice."

Hasina to visit
Italy in April

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is expected to visit Italy
in April this year, reports APB.

It is likely to be a three-day
lrip, beginning April 6, official
sources said yesterday.

As Prime Minister, it will be
her second visit to Italy.

The governments of the two
countries are now preparing the
delailed itinerary of planned
visit, the sources added.

Sheikh Hasina visited Rome
in October-November, 1996, to
attend the World Food Summit.

Italy is one of the top buyers
of the Bangladeshi goods. in-
cluding garments, leather and
frozen fish.

BCL founding
anniversary
today

The 51st anniversary of
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) will be observed today. re-
ports UNB.

Ruling party student wing
BCL (B-A) will observe the day
by holding a discussion meeting
at Paltan Maidan today. Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina will
attend it as chief guest. It will
also bring out a colorful pro-
cession in the city.

- Pro-JSD BCL (Chu-Ka) will
place wreaths at the Central
Shaheed Minar in the morning.
It will bring out a procession
from Aparajeyo Bangla on the
campus at 11 am and hold a dis-
cussion at TSC in the evening.

Cold spell

From Page
Mymensingh 12.4 C, Tangail
11.4 C, Faridpur 13 C, Comilla
12.2 C, Maijdi 14.4 C, Feni 13 C,
Cox's Bazar 15.8 C, Jessore 12 C,
Ishurdi 11.6 C, Bogra 12.4 C,
Rangpur 12 C and in Dinajpur
11C.

The forecast for this month
also said Dhaka is likely to
have 8-10 mm rainfall, Chit-
tagong 4-6 mm, Sylhet 12-15
mm, Rajshahi 8-10 mm,
Khulna 5-7 mm and Barisal 5-7
mm.

There was no rainfall last
month as there was no western
low over the country.

“Unemployed vyouths are
coming with great enthusiasm
lor loans"” he said but refused to
give the amount of loans so far
disbursed and the project pro-
posals in the pipeline.

The Karma Sangsthan Bank
[employment bank] was
launched in July last year with
a paid up capital of 100 crore
taka.

[l gives collateral-free loans
for income-generating projects
in 32 sectors including poultry,
fish cultivation, handicraft,
farming and setling up of agri-
equipment manufacturing
plant, horticulture, sericulture,
pottery, wood and steel furni-
ture making, boutique printing
and transports except two-

F siroke vehicles.

The number of unemployed
youths in the country is about
14 million and around one mil-
lion are being added to it annu-
ally, according to an estimate
by the Bureau of Statisties.

One arrested for

collecting toll

By Staff Corespondent

The Special Branch of palice
yesterday arrested a young man
for allegedly callectin% toll by
posing as the son of the Prime
Minister.
~ The arrested person was
identified as Khandaker Tan-
veer Islam alias Joy, son of
Khandaker Nazrul Islam.

Khalilur Rahman, ASP of SB
raided a house at Mohammadia
Housing at Mohammadpur in
the city and nabbed Joy. Police
said he collected toll from in-
dustrial units at the Export
Processing Zone and Parjotan
Restaurant alt Saver.

He was sent to Mohammad-
pur thana. He will be produced
in court today, police said.

Truckers call
off strike

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Truck Drivers
and Workers Federation
(BTDWF]} has called off its in-
definite truck strike in greater
Dhaka considering the suffer-
ing of the people during the
month of holy Ramadan.

However, the federation will
continue road barricade pro-
gramme on Dhaka-Aricha
highway for an indefinite pe-
riod until its demands are met.

The BTDWF enforced an in-
definite truck strike in greater
Dhaka district yesterday de-
manding effective measures to
stop toll collection at Aricha
ghat, and arrest of miscreants
disturbing smooth functioning
of Utholi Truck Stand.

All typas of trucks and tank
lorries came under the purview
of the strike.

The BTDWF leaders thanked
bus owners and drivers for ex-
pressing solidarity with the
strike call.

-~ Rampage
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unscheduled barricade pro-
gramme was also observed on
Dhaka-Aricha highway.

The transport workers

would continue the road barri-
cade programme till the extor-
tion was not stopped, the com-
mittee sources said.

At the directive of the Home
Minister, the local administra-
tion held a joint meeting with
transport owners and workers
Wednesday where decision was
taken to crack down upon the
extortionists, but toll collection
continued unabated, the sources
alleged.

Meanwhile, in another inci-
dent, BNP-backed Chhatra Dal
and Jubo Dal activists today
damaged five vehicles at the lo-
cal bus stand demanding re-
lease of its leaders and workers.

They also staged demonstra-
tion and put up barricade on the
highway for two hours at noon.

A case was filed with the po-

lice.



