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Chief Minister says reports "exaggerated’

Violence against Christians
flare in Gujarat

AHMEDABAD, India, Jan 3:
A mob set a Pentecostal prayer
hall on fire in a tribal area of
India’s western state of Gujarat
in the latest in a wave of anti-
Christian attacks, police said
tnda&.

"We have received com-
plaints ol a prayer hall being
set on fire by nearly 60 to 70
youths around midnight (on
Friday)," the state's additional
Director General of Police,
Satyabrata Banerjee, told
Reuters,

The mob [irst broke [urni-
ture and the roof of the prayer
hall at Hampat village and then

set it on fire, he said, adding.

that no one was injured.
Hampat is in the predomi-
nately tribal district of Dang,
where mobs have altacked
priests and nuns and burnt

churches and missionary
schools in at least 11 incidents
since Christmas Day.

Gujarat Chielf Minister

~Saturday.

Keshubhai Patel said the at-
tacks had been exaggerated and
were triggered by "Christian
miscreants” in the: first place.

'l fail to understand why
these minor incidents have
been blown out of proportion
all cver the place," Patel told
news agency Asian News Inter-
national in an interview late on

"The buildings that were set
on fire were not even churches
but small ¢onstructions used b
tribal Christians to pray. Andy
not even a single person has
been killed in the violence,"
Patel said on the sidelines of a
meeting of the Hindu national-
ist Bharatiya Janata Party in
the southern city of Bangalore.

"The incidents are unfortu-
nate but were triggered in the
first place after some Christian
miscreants pelted stones at a
procession of tribal Hindus,”
Patel said.

day

Christian organisations and human
groups for Christmas Day attacks

state of Gujarat.

Christians from a distant suburb march th
of mourning on Sunday to protest agai

rough the streets of Bombay as

_ nst the disruption of Christmas
Day celebrations at the hands of the Bajrang Dal, a militant right wing Hindu

rights groups have blamed various
on churches and church property
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President, PM
greet Myanmar
leader Than Shwe

President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina have
felicitated Myanmar leader Gen
Than Shwe on the auspicious
occasion of the independence
day of that country, report APB.

In separate messages yester-
day the President and the Prime
Minister conveyed warm greet-
ings to Senior General Than
Shwe, Chairman of the State
Peace and Development Council
of the Union of Myanmar on
the eve of its independence day.

They hoped the existing
friendly relations between the
two neighbouring countries
would be further strengthened
and consolidated in the years to
come.

The President and the Prime
Minister also wished good
health, happiness and long life
of the Myanmar leader and con-
tinued peace and progress of the
friendly people of that country.

'Followers of
Bangabandhu
won't deviate
from i1deals'

CHITTAGONG, Jan 3: Labour
and Employment Minister M A
Mannan said vesterday that the
[ollowers of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman would
not deviate from their ideals
even when rivals perpetrate
killing and terrorism and cre-
ate frustration through unfair
means, reports BSS,

He said, lollowers of Muijib
ideals were strug ling to build
"“Ap~d “happy and prosperous
Bangladesh under the leader-
ship of Bangahandhu's daughter
Sheikh Hasina.

Speaking as the chief guest
at a memorial meeting held at
local Engineers’ Institute the
minister said, comrmunal forces
had always been conspiring
against mass movement, demao-
cratic movement and indepen-
dence movement. Communal
forces are enemies of huranity.
he added.

The memorial meeting held
under the auspices of Enam-
Mansur Shaheed Memorial
Parishad of Chandgaon here
was presided over by parishad
president M Rezaul Karim
Chowdhury. It was also ad-
dressed by Chittagong city
Awami Leaguc joint secretary
Enamul Huq Danu, principal
Abdul Hai, central leader of BCL
Gulam Rabbani Chinu, city
Jubo League leader Sayed
Mahmudul Haq and advocate
lftekar Saimum.

Death anniversary

The 26th anniversary of
.death of valiant freedom fighter
Sadat Ali will be observed to-
day, reports BSS.

A milad mahfil will be held
this afternoon at his residence
at Narayanganj.

Besides discharging his duty
as a political advisor in sector
3. Ali tock part in the War of
Liberation directly.

5 more die of
diarrhoea in
Sirajganj

SIRAJGANJ, Jan 3: Five
more deaths from diarrhoea
were reported during the 48
hours ending this evening
raising the total to 13 since the
disease broke out last week in
four thanas of the district. re-
ports LINB.

Civil surgeon's office said
the water borne disease was

+ spreading in Belkuchi, Kazipur,

Shahjadpur and Tarash thanas
where about 500 people were
attacked on Friday and Satur-
day.

Health workers and village
doctors said the main causes of
spreading Lthe disease are unsafe
drinking water and unwhole-
some food taken by the poorer
section ol the people. Shortage
ol oral salirie was reported [rom
the afflicted areas.

Medical teams including

-nine in Tarash thana have been
working round the clock to
combat the disease.

The number ol patients re-
porting to the thana health
complexes with dreopsy, dysen-
tery and other cold related dis-
eases llas increased,

Obaidul Quader
visits youth
dev project

About 100 yvoung people of
Bhashantek area under Mirpur
thana of the city earn Taka 60
lakh annually investing a mere
10 lakh takas, reports BSS,
The youth, both boys and
girls, invesled Taka 10 lakh in
e fish cultivation in 20 water
bodies of the area afller receiv-

_ing training from the Youth De-
velopment Programime, run
the Ministry of Youth and
Hporls.

This was stated to the State
Minister for Youth, Sports and
Cultural Affairs Obaidul Qua-
der, who visited the sell-
employed youth fish-cultiva-
tion project in the area vester-
day.

Anisur Rahman
elected ICAB
president

Md Anisur Rahman FCA has
been elected president of the In-
stitule of Chartered Accoun-
tants of Bangladesh (ICAB) for
1999 at its council meeting held
on December 31, says a press re-
lease.

The council also elected Mo-
hammad Alamgir FCA, Mo-
hammed Abdul Baree FCA and
Anwaruddin Chowdhury FCA
vice presidents for (he Same
lertn.

The proprietor of Rahman
Anis & Co. Chartered Accoun-
tants. Anisur Rahman quali-
fied as a chartered accountant
fromi ICAB in 1979, He has been
serving the Council ICAB in
various capacities for three
consecutive terms now, Prior to
that Rahman served as Chair-
man of Dhaka Regional Com-
mitlee of ICAB also for three
terms. He was president of the
Bangladesh Jute Mills Officers
Association from 1982-1094

Attack on N'ganj
Sangram Parishad
leaders: 1 hurt

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Jan 3: A
group of unidentified people at-
tacked the leaders and activists
of Narayangan] Shahor Un-
nayan Sangram Parishad as
they came out of the municipal-
ity office after submitting a
memorandum to the adminis-
trator this morning.

One Shaokat, 26, was criti-
cally injured in the attack. He
was rushed to the Pangu Hospi-
tal in Dhaka.

A press release of the San-
gram Parishad claimed that
some unidentified youths at-
tacked their leaders and ac-
tivists who went to the munici-
pality office to submit the
memorandum containing a
charter of 11-point demands .

However, Lhe reason behind
the attack could not be known
immediately.

Meanwhile, administrator
of the municipality in another

press release alleged that some

people from the gathering near

the municipality office hurled

bombs at the building when the
arishad leaders went out of the
uilding.

The demands of the parishad
include repairing of damaged
roads and drains and holding
municipal elections.

Police have been deployed in
the area as a tense situation was

prevailing,

Blast kills 6

Ukrainian miners

KIEV, Jan 3: Six Ukrainian
miners died and another was
badly injured by an explosion
that ripped through a coal mine
in the eastern Ukrainian region
of Luhansk, a local emergencies
ministry official said today, re-
ports Reuters.

Viktor Sapon said the blast
occurred late on Saturday at a
mine in the town of Kirovsk as
workers were preparing explo-
sives underground.

"Rescue workers recovered
six miners' bodies and evacu-
ated one injured miner," Sapon
said by telephone from Luha-
nsk, 750 kilometres southeast

*of the Ukrainian capital Kiev.

Last April a gas blast al
Skochinsky mine in the
Donetsk region killed 63 min-
ers.

22 massacred
in Algeria

ALGIERS, Jan 3: Twenty-two
people were massacred overn-
ight in Algeria’'s said a region by
armed Islamic extremists,
security services said Saturday,
reports AFP.

The massacre, the second
sifice the start of the month of
Ramadan. occurred in Qued E]
Atchane some 450 kilomelres
southwest of the capital Algiers.

Sixteen people were killed
over the last weekend in the Ain
Defla area, 120 kilometres west

Vietnam to boost

cooperation with
China in 1999

HANOI, Jan 3: Vietnam's
Prime Minister Phan Van Khai
said Saturday that Vietnam
will boost cooperation with
China in 1999, considering
Sino-Vietnamese relations an
important factor for his coun-
Lry‘s development, reports Xin-

ua.

Answering a question by
Xinhua on the Vietnam-China
relations at a new year press
conference here, the prime min-
ister spoke of the similarities
between the two countries and
their joint desire to promote
mivestment and trade relations
toward the goal of 2 billion US
dollars in two-way trade by the
vear 2000.

He also recalled the
favourable developments in
solving the issues in land bor-
der and delineation of the
Tonkin Gulf.

Khai also reaffirmed Viet-
nam's policy to attach impor-
lance to its friendly and coop-
erative relations with Laos and
Cambodija and its hope to have
a peaceful and friendly border
line with neighbouring coun-
tries.

Answering queslion on sit-
uationn in Cambeodia, the Viet-
namese prime minister said his
country will not interfere in
inlernal affairs of Cambodia.

Vietnam hoped Cambodia
will restore earlier its peace and

stability,

Iraq to resist
'western-imposed’

no-tly zones

BAGHDAD, Jan 3: President
Saddam Hussein said Iraq will
resist western-imposed no-fly
zones in the north and south of
his country, the Iragi news
agency reported today, says
Reuters.

It said Saddam told a cabinel
meeting that the no-fly zones
Were "an aggressive operation
which violates the will of the
H]rah people and the Iragi peo-
ple.

The news agency did not say
when the cabinet meeting took
place.

[t said Saddam described the
no-fly zones, set up by western
powers Lo limit Iraq's military
strength in its northern Kur-
dish and southern Shi'ite re-
gions, as "flagrant and clear-cut
violations of international
laws, accords and norms par-
ticularly the charter of the
United Nations."

Since the United States and
Britain ended their punishing
four-day campaign of air
strikes against Iraq two weeks
aﬁn. Baghdad has repeatedly
challenged the legitimacy of the
no-fly zones, firing on western
planes overflying its territory
and twice claiming to have shot
down aircraft.

Both sides have accused each
other of opening fire first, Sad-
dam said the United. States was
Irying to placate Arab anger
over its "colonialis¥ aggression"
by claiming to have acted in
self-defence.

Haphazard parking of trucks at Dholaikhal hampers the movement of vehicles in the area. As a result, traffic remains

of Algiers.

standstill in Tipu Sultan Road area for long.
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ICMAB students staged
of the

: _ a sit-in demonstration in front
_Institute in the city yesterday protesting the
indefinite closure of the institute.

— Star photo

201 years after his birth, Mirza Ghalib continues

to reign in the hearts of Indians

NEW DELHI, Jan 3: He's an
unlikely national hero — a poet
known for the difficulty of both
his verse and his personality,
ambivalent in his politics and
unobhservant in his religion, re-
ports AP,

Yet Mirza Mohammad
Asadullah Khan is being cele-
brated in his bicentennial year
in India with an enthusiasm be-
litting the one-word pen name
with which he crowned himself;
Ghalib, or "the lustrous."

At a celebrity-studded com-
memoration in the weeks lead-
ing up to the 201st anniversary
of his birth December 27, Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
said Ghalib, who wrote in both
courtly Persian and the Urdu of
the markets and brothels of
19th century Delhi, spoke to the
cominon man. The nation is-
sued a new postage stamp hon-
ouring the poet, and a December
international conference in
New Delhi drew scholars who
have translated him into
French, German and Czech,

Indian cultural historian
Pavan Varma said he grew up
hearing Ghalib quoted al the
dinner table.

"There was a Ghalib couplet
to reinforce every argument or
illustrate a point or counter an
argument, because his canvass
was so broad," Varma said in an
interview. "He wrote poetry that
penetrated the human condi-
tion."

Ghalib excelled at the exact-
ing ghazal, a form composed of

a series ol short couplets that
can be independent of each
other in subject and spirit, but
are linked by rhythm and
rhyme, He infused his ghazals
with sophisticated puns and
allusions, discoursing on phi-
losophy. literature or history in
a gesture, v

Indians revel in the wit,
economy and musicalily of
Ghalib's ghazals, and despair at
ever being able to lully explain
them to those who speak nei-
ther Urdu nor the classical Per-
sian to which it is related.
Translators like the American
poet Adrienne Rich working
with Urdu scholar Ai{‘az Ahmiad
have created compelling verse
based on Ghalib's work.

The most guotable Ghalib,
Varma said. has been passed
down by word ol mouth, That
process was accelerated a
decade ago by a popular film
and then a television series on
his life in whicli ¢ s 'liby's verses
were set to musie & ! sung by
some of the cauntry's maost
beloved musicians.

Popular drama also popu-
larised the image of Ghalib as
bearded and soulful-eyed under
the tower of a brimless hat still
seen on older men shufiling
through the narrow alleys of
Delhi's Muslim neighbour-
hoods.

For a new ducumentalr?r on
New Delhi's past completed this
year. lilmmaker Sanjay Roy
chose Ghalib's ‘familiar figure
to guide viewers through the

transition Irom the order of the
Mughals who once ruled from
the red sandstone fort at the
heart of Delhi's old guarter, to
the ascension ol British
colonists.

Ghalib lived through those
troubled, often violent, deca-
dent times. He lound rich mate-
rial to lamnpoon, but also sighed
to see a world lading.

"Inside the fort a few princes
gel together and recite their
verses. Once in a while 1 attend
Ihese gatherings. Contemporary
society is about te vanish. Who
knows when the poets will meet
next or meet again at all?" the
poet once wrote a friend.

"He was a romantic figure —
tall, handsome. And he wore
his attitude,” filmmaker Roy
said, recounting the story of the
perennially cash-strapped poet
refusing a college teaching ap-
pointment because the British
director did not pay him the re-
specl of meeling his carriage
when Ghalib arrived for the job
interview,

If he looked on the British
with disdain, he sometime
chafed at the Persian Muslim
mores that were the heritage he
shared with the Mughals. He
adored wine and women, and
rarely prayed.

Qurratulain Hyder, one of
India's best-known contempo-
rary llrdu writers, said Ghalib
would not have been surprised
at the attention surrounding
his bicentennial.

"He was very much sure of
his own genius," she said.

Born in the northern city of
Agra, he moved to Delhi while
slill a teen prodigy. His steady
rise in what was then a compet-
itive, lively literary world was
capped in 1854 when he was
named poetry master to Em-

eror Bahadur Shah Zafar,
ﬁimself an accomplished poet.

The grave of Ghalib, who died
February 15, 1869, still receives
scores of visitors every day.
Staff at the Ghalib Academy
next door are accustomed to. if
not overwhelmingly enthusias-
tic about, unlocking the gate of
the iron fence surrounding his
tomb.

"S0 many people come,” said
R K Ahmet, receptionist at the
academy devoted to the study of
Ghalib. Four hawkers sittin
next to baskets heaped wit
blood-red roses for pilgrims to
place on the shrine were proof
the site attracts enough visitors
to be a good place to do business.

The tomb is simple, a white
marble block in a small pavil-
ion of the same marble, and a
Persian inscriFt{nn declaring
"the treasure of knowledge lies
buried in the dust."

The wide, scrupulously swept
courtyard around it paved in
red sandstone is luxurious in a
neighbourhood of cramped al-
leys where everyone seems to
know the way to Ghalib's tomb,
not least the burly owner of the
nearby Ghalib Kebab Stand.

Annan expresses outrage

WASHINGTON, Jan 3; UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annan
expressed outrage at news that a
plane carrying seven passen-
gers, including UN personnel,
was shot down Saturday over
Angola, reports AFP.

"The Secretary-General is
outraged by reports of a second
United Nations aircraft appar-
ently shot down in Angola
within the past week.," Annan
said in a statement.

The C-130 cargo plane was
shot down by rebels near the
central Angolan 1town of
Huambo, the local state-run
radio reported Saturday.

AP adds from Luanda: UN of-
ficials Sunday pleaded for in-
formation and access to a UN-
chartered cargo plane shot
dowr. .

The C-130 aireraft, with
eight people aboard. was hit by
anti-aircraft fire 20 minutes af-
ter il look off from the cily of
Huambeo Saturday, about 480
kilometres southeast of the cap-
ital, Luanda, UN spokesman
Hamadoun Toure said.

The plane was carrying four
Angolans, two Filipinos, an
American and a Namibian,
Toure said. Four of those
aboard were crew members,
three were from the United Na-
tions and another was working
for the World Food Programme.
Toure refused to give their
names or further information
about them, and said it wasn't
known if there were any sur-
Vivors.

The plane, chartered from
the TransAfric company, was
headed to Luanda. After it was
hit, the aircraft tried to return
to Huambo airport, but crashed
about 80 kilometres outside the
city in an area held by the rebel
group UNITA, Toure said.

UNITA rebel officials were

2nd UN plane shot down
in Angola in two weeks

not available for comment.

Another UN-chartered C-130
with 14 people aboard — includ-
ing eight UN peacekeepers —
crashed in the same area Dec,
26 while flying over an area of
fighting between the govern-
ment army and rebels.

The plane that crashed Sat-
urday was carrying UN equip-
ment out of Huambo. Last weel,
the United Nations evacuated
dozens of staff members from
the city after it was briefly
shelled by the advancing rebels.
Still more than 100 UN staff
remain in Huambo. _

Toure said the United Na-
tions has suspended all flights
in the country through Monday
and was waiting for more in-
formation from UNITA before
sending a rescue team to the
area.

The UN mission in Angola
already wants to ask UNITA
rebel leaders about government
claims that the movement is
holding survivors from the ear-
lier crash. A rebel leader told
The Associated Press earlier
Salurday that government
claims of survivors were a ploy.

‘It went down in flames. 1
can't believe there are any sur-
vivors”, UNITA Secretary-Gen-
eral Paulo Lukamba Gato said
by telephone. "They know (the
passengers) died, but they want
to get some political advantage
out of making UNITA look bad."

On Friday, army spokesman
Brig. Manuel Jota said captured
rebels had told the government
they shot down the plane in the
first crash and that an un-
known number of survivors
were being held at rebel bases
near Huambeo.

Jota did not say how many
of those aboard had survived,
and the rti}nrt could not be in-
dependently confirmed.

Lockerbie trial

LONDON, Jan 3: British
Printe Minister Tony Blair is to
launch a fresh appeal to South
African President Nelson Man-
dela to broker a deal with the
Libyan government over the
Lockerbie trial, he said today,
reports AFP.

Blair, who embarks on a
four-day visit to South Africa
on Wednesday, told the British
weekly Sunday Business that
Mandela has played a "unique
and important role" in trying to
resolve the controversy.

And he said he will be asking
the south African leader to in-
tervene again to get the two sus-
pects released from Libya for
trial.

He said: "I will explain that
we have now done all we rea-
sonably can to resolve the im-
passe over the trial.

"The UK-US initiative [or a
trial in the Netherlands has
been on the table for four
months, | will appeal to Presi-
dent Mandela to convince the
Libyan government that a
third-country trial should now
proceed."”

Britain and the United
States agreed in August that the
two Libyans Abdel Bassetl Ali

168 cans of beer
seized from
house 1in Gulshan

A teamm of the Narcotics
Control Department yesterday
seized 168 cans of beer from a
house in Gulshan area in the
city and arrested one person in
this connection, reports BSS.

The team led by circle in-
spector of the department Mo-
hammad Azizul Islam, acting
on a tip off, raided the house at
number 33/A, road number 12
under Gulshan police station
and seized 168 cans of beer.
They arrested one Liton Chan-
dra Das from the house for his
alleged involvement in traf-
ficking of drug.

The team lodged a case with
Gulshan police station in this
connection.

PIB course
begins today

A five-day training course
on Parliamentary Reporting for
senior and mid-level journal-
ists working with different
newspapers and news agericies
will begin today at the Press In-
stitute of Bangladesh (PIB]), re-
ports UNB

The course, organised under
the auspices of the Common-
wealth Press Union (CPU), will
be conducted by Anthony John
Bevans, Political Editor of The

Daily Express of London.

UK to ask for Mandela's help

El-Megrahi and Al-Amin Khal-
ifa Fhimah, could judges, drop-
ping demands that be tried by a
US or British court.

Libyan Leader Moammer
Gaddafi agreed to the arrange-
ment in principle, promoting
the UN Security Council to vote
unanimously for lifting the
sanclons once the two were ex-
tradited for trial.

But he has since demanded a
number of guarantees about the
fate of the two men, particu-
larly that they be imprisoned in
the Netherlands. and not
shipped to Britain or the United
States, if found guilty.

Mobs burn police
station In
Indonesia: 75 held

JAKARTA, Jan 3: Maobs
hurled rocks and burned a po-
lice post and half a dozen cars
and motorcycles in Indonesia's
second-largest city. At least 75
people were arrested, police said
Sunday, reports AP.

The riot Saturday in
Surabaya, a major industrial
center on the main island of
Java, was the latest unrest to
nit Indonesia, which is endur-

- ing political uncertainty and

the worst economic crisis in
three decades.

Violence in Surabaya, which
has 3 million residents, broke
out after rumours spread that
Eﬂiic& had murdered two rob-

ery suspects who had been de-
tained for questioning.

Speaking by telephone, po-
lice Col. Alfian Anwari denied
the rumours and said that one
alleged thief who died in cus-
tody had been badly beaten by a
crowd that later turned him
over to police.

Many Indonesians are sus-
picious of the military, which
includes the police force, be-
cause of its former role as
guardian of the authoritarian
rule of ex-President Suharto.

The police are widely viewed
as corrupt, although the gov-
ernment of President B J Habl-
bie has pledged to curb official
graft.
In other violence this week-
end, rioters threw stones at two
garment factories in the west-
ern Java town of Purwakarta
that they said were polluting
the area.

A daily newspaper, the
Suara Pembaruan, said the at-
tack Saturday left one factory
workers seriously injured.

In the Indonesian capital of
Jakarta on Sunday, hundreds
of people, some using carts and
trucks, looted old supplies of
bricks., iron and aluminum
from abandoned warehouses.
Two police trucks were parked
nearby but there were no re-
ports of violence.



