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COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN

v Tick the Correct Answers

Post to dhe flily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition-109 |

afterwards |

Competition closes at 8 pm |
Jan 8 '99 and draw shortly |

1 | Which country topped the medals
‘lable in the 13th Asiad? ¢

China India

2 How many medals did Bangladesh
clinch at the Asian Games? |

None

One

J | Who scored the first century in|
this year's Premier cricket league? |

Azam ohawkat | Selim |
4| Where will the 14th Asian Games
be held?
Paris Pusan | Pyongvang

2 | Which team won the AB Bank!

Senior Div TT title? |
Jatrabari

Ansars Biman

POWERED WITH

ENERGY RELEASING VITALING

SPORTS

TALK

Arjuna Ranatung

Sri Lanka cricket team cap-
tain

“Yes they call me ‘Aiyya
(elder brother). It has helped us
to stay like a _family. I am not a
'Sir man. I don't like being
called 'Sir’. I prefer to be an el-
der brother or a friend. Being
called ‘Aiyya’ is better than
s gt

On his teammates who treat
him as their elder brother.

Alaves rope
[ ] L]
m Berti
VITORIA, Spain, Jan 1{Reu-
ters/Internet):Former Italian
international Nicola Berti has
signed for Spanish first divi-
sion club Alaves, a club spokes-
man said on Thursday,

The spokesman said the 31-
year-old midfielder, who had
been playing for English pre-
mier league side Tottenham
Hotspur, had signed until June
2000.

He had had been expected to
sign for Brazilian side Flumi-
nese but Alaves said that they
had reached a deal with Berti
late on Tuesday night and added
he would be lormally presented
on January 5.

Berti {ell foul of new Totten-
ham coach George Graham after
he took over the north London
club in Ociober.

Tottenham director of foot-
ball David Pleat told British re-

orters on Tuesday: "Berti has

een Lold we would release him
if he managed to get fixed up
with another club.”

Berti 1s the firsl big signing
by Alaves, who were promoted
to the Spanish first division
this suinmer after an absence of
42 years, :

Berti played for Italy in the
1990 and 1994 World Cups and
gained 39 [talian caps.

‘He was part of Inter Milan's
UEFA Cup winning teams in
both 1991 and 1994.

Savio fined for
late return

MADRID. Jan 1{Reuters/
Internet): Brazilian internatio-
nal midfielder Savio said on
Thursday he had been fined
1.500,000 pesetas (S10.500) for
returning late to Real Madrid
after the Christmas break.

Savio arrived in Spain on
Monday - but missed Real
Madrid's firsl training session

after the holiday.,

_ He said he had been delayed
in his native country while {ry-
Ing to resolve some problemns
with his son's passport.

“The delay was totally justi-
fied. There was no other way of
dealing with the problem and
it s unjust that I have to pay the
fine,” Savio complained.

Japan ]
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Naimur sparkles at last

Happy outings for

A superb spell of seam bowl-
ing by Pakistani all-rounder
Shahid Saeed helped title aspi-
rants Kalabagan restrict fan-
cied Surjo Tarun Club to a

cheap total on the first day of

their Janakantha Premier Di-
vision cricket league encounter
at the Bangabandhu National
Stadium yesterday.

In the other match of the
day, Naimur Rahman smashed
a brilliant hundred as holders
Abahani piled up a command-
ing 391 against Ajax Sporting
Club.

Opting to bat first, star-stud-
ded Surjo Tarun were bundled
out for a meagre 187 in the face
of an inspired Saeed who fin-
ished with five for 43 from 15
overs,

Saeed, the Lahore based
cricketer who scored an un-
beaten 127 against Ajax in their
previous match, took four
wickel in his first spell of 13
overs 1o send Surjo Tarun reel-
ing at 97 for five with all of
their recognised batsmen back
in the dressing room.

Coming in as first change,
Saeed removed opener Parvez
in the eleventh over trapping
the tall right-hander leg before
on 16 to give Kalabagan their
first break through.

One-down Al-Shahriar and
opener Athar Ali then put on a
26-run partnership and took
the score to 92 when Al-
Shahriar, gave a return catch to
off break bowler Fahim
Muntasir Rahman after scoring
32 off 59 balls.

Surjo Tarun's hopes of for a
reasonable score was halted
abruptly as they lost three more
wickets in the nineties all
lalling to Saeed.

Sri Lankan middle order
Naveed Nawaz, who came to
play for the Dhanmondi outfit
on Thursday, had a bitter debut
in the Dhaka cricket when he

was magnilicently yorked by
Saecd for a duck . Saeed then
trapped Athar Ali(37) leg before
and sent back Minhazul Abedin
caught behind for 1.

After Minahzul was out with
the scoreboard reading 97 in
the 31st over, Surjo Tarun could
only add another 90 runs to

their Lotal before being all out
in 71.2 overs.

For Tarun, only wicket-
keeper Khaled Masood batted
with some sense of responsibil-
ity and scored 48 runs off 123
halls.

In reply. Kalabagan were on
36 for one in 14 overs at close.

Away, at the Dhanmondi
Cricket Stadium, Naimur, made
a welcome return to form
hammering 101 to steer Aba-
hani to the massive total after
Skipper Akram Khan had won

Sports Reporter

the toss and opted to bat.

Coming to bat at number
three with Abahani on nine for
one in the third over, Naimur ,
who had so far struggled in the
season, shared a 137-run part-
nership with inform opener
Mehrab Hossain.

The partnership was broken
when Mehrab was run out on
71. In his 83-ball stay, Mehrab
clubbed ten boundaries.

After Mehrab's departure,
Naimur put on 116 with Pak-
istani recruit Azam Khan be-
fore giving a return catch to
Nayeem. His fine innings came
from 160 balls inclusive of five
fours and a sixer.

Among others, Azam Khan
scored 74 runs while Hasibul
Hossain flayed the Ajax
bowlers to all parts of the
ground in smashing a quickfire
50 off 32 balls which included
five boundaries and two sixes.

Besides, skipper Akram
Khan contributed with a work-

manlike 48,
Both the matches will con-
tinue today.

SCOREBOARDS

scoreboard of the two
Janakantha Premier Division
cricket league matches that be-
gan at different city venues on
Friday:

Kalabagan KC v Surjo
Tarun Club

(Venue : Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium)

SURJO TARUN

Athar Ali Ibw b S Saeed 37
Parvez Ibw b § Saeed 16
Al-Shahriar ¢ & b Fahim 32
N Nawaz b S Saeed 0

CENTURY-MAKERS SOFAR §

Batsman Team
Shawkat Ali (Pak) Victoria
T Mahmood [Pak] Wari
Minhazul Abedin ST
S Shahed MSC
Azam Khan (Pak) AKC
Nasirul Islam MSC
M Rahman Selim Ralabagan
Riaz Sheikh (Pak) Orient
Shahid Saeed (Pak) Kalabagan
Shahed Mansocor (Pak) Ajax 5C
Manzoor Akhter (Pak) Biman
T Mahmood (Pak) Wari
Rajinder Singh {Ind) 5 Bima
Naimur Rahman Abahani

As on Jan 1: * indicates not out

Bagan, Abahani

M Abedin ¢ Ishtiaque b S Saeed 1
Arshacd Khan ¢ & b Fahim 16
K Masood ¢ S Saeed b M Rahman 48
Enamul Hague ¢ & b Sharfuddowla 9

Sajal ¢ G Ali b Sharfuddowla 5
Anis b S Saeed 3
Rafiqul not out 0
Extras : [b-1, Ib-4, nh-6, w-9) 20

Total : [All out in 71.3 overs) 187
Fall of wickets : 1/36; 2/92;
3/93:4/96: 5/97: 6/129: 7/151:

8/71:9/187

Bowlers O M R W
Saiful 9 0 3 0
Mushfiq 6 1 2 0
S Saeed 15 2 43 5
Fahim 14 4 28 2
Sharfuddowla 16 2 42 2
M Rahman 11.3 1 14 1
KALABAGAN

Harun ¢ M Abedin b Arshad 18
Sajjad batting 7
G Ali batting +
Extras : (b-4, nb-2, w-1) 7

Total : (for 1 wkts in 14 overs) 36
Fall of wickets : 1/30

Bowlers O M R W
Anis 2 0 16 0
Arshad 6 1 8 1
Enamul 2 2 8 0
Sajal 1 0 2 0
Abahani v Ajax SC

(Venue : Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium)
ABAHANI
Hannan ¢ Tamal b A Islam 0
Mehrab run out 71

Naimur c&b Nayeem 101
Azam Khan ¢ Nayeem b R Islam 74

Akram Khan run out 48
Niamur ¢ Sanchoy b Nayeem Il
Hasibul ¢ & b A Islam a0
Nuruzzaman run oul 2
Kamal not out 2
Masud not out 0
Extras : (Ib-8, nb-12, w-12) 32
Total : (For 8 wkts in 80 overs] 39]

I:?id not bat : Saidul Islam.
Fall of wickets ;: 1/9: 2/139:
3/257; 4/282; 5/307; 6/376:

7/389; B/389

Bowlers 0O M R W
A Islam 11.5 0 72 2
S Mansoor 12 0 72 0
Azimuddin 11 O 48 0
R Islam 12 0 51 |
Nayeem 13 1 4 2
Shoeb 16 0 5 0
Habib 4.1 B ()

Against Runs Balls 45 6s
Kalabagan 104* 197 11 -
HKalabagan 105 140 10 2

Orient SC 117 171 L4 -
A Bank 102 232 7 -
Victoria 100* 143 7 1
Ajax 111 201 11 -

A Bank 105* 190 11 -
S Bima 104* oy 13 -
Ajax 127* 148 7 2

BU 122 176 7 3

MSC 124* 163 11 -

S Bima 128 187 19 1
Wari 112 133 10 -
Ajax 5C 101 60 5 1

* Sydney
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Akram

]_ | ISLAMABAD,
Jan 1 [AP/AFP):
World Cup-win-
Ling captain Im-

|| ran Khan said
Friday that Wa-

simm Akraim is the ideal man to
lead Pakistan on the all-
important tour of India later
this month.

|
|
L

Pakistan are scheduled to
two Tests against their
arch-rivals after almost 11
years, besides participating in
the Asian Test Championship
and triangular one-day series,
which also features Sri Lanka.

"It is time now to do sensible
thinking and repair the damage
done to Pakistan cricket.” Im-
rar said.

The FPakistan team 'cannot
alford any more change in Lhe
captaincy or else the World Cup
recomes disastrous for Pak-
Istan,” the former Pakistan
captain told.

However, Imran backed also
Moin Khan for leadership.

‘Both are complete team
men and have been very inspir-
ing tor the team. It is time now
we focus on a squad of 20 play-
ers and start preparations for
the World Cup.

'l have the highest regard
for Akram and it is a pity that
he is embroiled in this contro-
versy (over match-fixing). He
has always played for the coun-
try,” lmmran said.

Imran who led Pakistan to
World Cup triumph in 1992 in
Australia, said that he had al-
ways backed Akram as the cap-
tain, "l have highest regard for
him and have no doubt that he
has all the leadership qualities.

‘It was very unfortunate
when he was removed as a cap-
tain after whitewashing the
West Indies in the Test series at
home in 1997."

Pakistan have changed a
number of captains since the
retiremment of Imran in 1992. "It
was 4again a wrong exercise,
Captain should be made for a
long term and not like in Pak-
istan where a captain is being
appointed on series to series
basis."

Imran, now turned
cian and heads a politic
Tehrike-e-Insaaf, was o

oliti-
arty
the

L view that recent defeats against

Australia and Zimbabwe was
due to "lack of team spirit."
Pakistan were beaten 1-0 in the
three-Test series by both Aus-
tralia and Zimbabwe,

"That is why I am saying
that bring on Akram as skipper
because he could motivate the
players and bring back the team
on road to victory."

The Pakistan Cricket Board

[IMRAN KHAN

council is due to meet on Sun-
day to decide who should lead
the team on the India tour start-
ing late January.

"Indian tour has always
been different because of the
immense pressure on the play
ers but this time it will be lot
easier due to neutral umpires,”
Imran said.

He achieved the only series
win for Pakistan on Indian soil
when he led them to a 1-0 win in
1987. Pakistan has not toured
India since then due to political
tension between the two coun-
iries.

"People in India keenly fol-
low the game and have the
knowledge. The atmosphere
there is 'simply exhilarating.”
he said.

He has also devoted time to
looking after his charity cancer
hospital in Lahore, but keeps
abreast of cricket develop-
ments.

The cricket hero visited the
Pakistan camp last month to

ets Imran's vote

%ive tips to some rising fast
owlers.

He said: "There was obvious
lack of team spirit during the
recenil home series and every
player was playing for himself
plus the pressure of the inquiry
affected players' performances.”

Imran said the inquiry

should be completed as soon as
possible to release that pres-
alure. .
"The inquiry should have
been held in 1994 and now the
delay has been destroying Pak-
istan cricket,” he said.

Imran appeared in Novem-
ber before the judicial commis-
sion investigating allegations
of match fixing and betting,
telling it that "match-fixing ex-
isted in Pakistan cricket but
not to the extent it is made out
to be by some people.”

New BOA body

An ad-hoc executive com-
mittee of the Bangladesh Oly-
mpic Association was formed
yvesterday with Army Chief Lt
General Mustafizur Rahman as
president, reports UNB.

The provisional body of BOA
has been formed as per provi-
sion of the National Sports
Council Act Law 1974 (amended
till 1991), said an NSC an-
nouncemernt.

Other office bearers of the
cominittee are: Vice-president
Mohammad Farooque Khan
MP, Brigadier Kazi Mahmood
Hasan and Abdul Awal Mintoo,
secretary general Zafar Imam,
deputy secretary general Mosh-
arraf Hossain Khan, Ash-
rafuddin Ahmed Chunnu and M
Obaidullah Khan and treasurer
ASM Ali Kabir.

Under the law, President or
Vice-president of respective
sports federations or associa-
tions will represent them on the
BOA executive committee.

"Any member of this com-
mittee who wants to participate
in election to the executive
committee of BOA should resign
prior to submission of nomina-
tion," said the NSC notifica-
tion.

It said a Vice-president
would be nominated to the ad
hoc Executive Committee later
on.

Surjo Tarun's wicketkeeper K

to 4

vhaled Masood cuts on his way
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Special Olympics

commence

More than 200 disabled
sporismen participated in difl-
ferent events of the second Na-
tional Special Olympic Garmes
which began yesterday at the
Army Stadium here, reports
BSS.

State Minister for Youth and
oports Obaidul Quader opened
the Games as the disabled
sportsmen staged a march past
across the field. President of
Bangladesh Olympic Associa-
tion and Army Chief Lieutenant
General Muhammad Mustafi-
zur Rahman and chairman of
the Special Olympics Ashra-
fuddaula were present.

Defending champion and
runner-up ol the National Spe-
cial Olympic Games paraded the
field with the Special Olympic
torch and lit the Olympic flame
marking the ceremony:.

'McGrath cool it

SYDNEY, Jan 1: Australian
cricket captain Mark Tavlor
has told pace spearhead Glenn
McGrath to temper his aggres-
sion in the fifth Ashes Test
against England beginning Sat-
urday, reports AP.

McGrath was given a sus-
pended fine for about 2,500 Aus-
tralian dollars (1,525 dollars)
after being found guilty of sledg-
ing during Australia's fourth
Test loss 1o England at the Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground.

Taylpr said Friday he had
told McGrath to show more con-
trol during ihe final Test at the
Cricket Ground that
will decide the series.

Australia lead 2-1 entering
the Sydney showdown. '

"It's a very very fine line be-
tween enthusiasm, effort and
being aggressive to being over
the top and showing some kind
of dissent,” Taylor said. "Glenn
has walked that fine line for a
long time.

"As a captain | want my fast
bowlers 1o be aggréssive, 1 want
him to be giving everything [or
his country. He's not a guy who
is an angry man.

"He's a guy who is a great
competitor and sometimes he
lets that go a fraction loo far.
~ Regarding the suspended
line, Taylor said "in the long
i*un it could be the best thing for
1m’

Australia the

worst chasers

SYDNEY, Jan | [AFP): Eng-
land’'s stunning 12-run win in
the fourth Ashes Test at Mel-
bourne on Tuesday has exposed
Australia's Achilles' heel — they
crack under pressure,

While Australia may well be
the best Test side in the world at
present, statistics show that
when chasing a fourth innings
total they have been more prone
to choking than any other
country.

Australia have been bowled
out seven times in 23 Tests in
the past two decades when set a
fourth innings target of 200 or
less.

During the same period the
West Indies have never been
bowled out in 16 Tests when set
the same fourth innings target.

England and Pakistan have
been bowled oul only once in
the 16 Tests they chased similar
targets when batting last.

[an Botham might well be to
blame for starting the rot.

The great all-rounder scored

149 in England’s second innings

when they had to follow on in
the 1981 Headingley Test and
then grabbed six wickets in
Australia's fourth innings col-
lapse.

England captain Alec Stew-
art rubbed it in after Australia
were bowled out chasing a target
of 175 in Melbourne.

"Australia, in the past, great
side that they are, have often
struggled chasing totals like
that," he said to make sure the
Australians did not forget their
fourth innings jinx.

He can only hope leg-spin-
ners Shane Warne and Stuart
MacGill don't make him eat his
words in the fifth Test in Syd-
ney starting on Saturday.

1 SYDNEY, Jan |

' [Reuters/Internet)

.+ The f[ifth and

' final Ashes Test

J between Australia

= — and England is

shaping as a battle of spin after

the two sides predictably pinn-

ed their faith in their slow
bowlers,

Australia, needing to either
win or draw the match to claim
a historic sixth straight series
win, have rushed star leg-spin-
ner Shane Warne back to the
side after their shock 12-run
loss in the fourth Test in Mel-
'tl:u::urne cut their series lead to 2-

Warne has not played for
Australia in nine months since
undergoing shoulder surgery in
May but was recalled because of
the Sydney Cricket Ground's
repltation as a spinner's pilch.

Australia also named leg-
spinner Stuart MacGill and off-
spinner Colin Miller in their
l1Z2-man squad bul captain
Mark Taylor said it was un-
likely all three would play.

"That would be a big punt,"
Taylor said, suggesting Warne
and MacGill would play as the
two spinners with Glenn Mec-
Grath and Damien Fleming the
two pacemer.

Warne, who stands unchal-
lenged as the world's premier
slow bowler, has struggled to
reproduce his besl [orm since
returning to first-class cricket
last month.

But the 29-year-old was re-
called without hesitation after
Ausiralia's fourth Test defeat
because of his outstanding
record against the English and
the SCG's reputation as a turn-
ing pitch,

'l think it's added a bit of
spice to the series," Warne said.
"There's generally a result in
Sydney, so it'll either be 3-1 or
2-2,

"England probably don't
play leggies that well but I'm
sure they'll come out with a
pointl Lo prove.

“They're on a bit of a roll af-
ter winning so maybe they'll

A W T

came out and attack and try to
win the game."

Taylor said he was uncon-
cerned about taking two wrist
spinners into one of Australia's
most important matches in
years.

Although Australia have al-
ready retlained the Ashes, a de-

ASHLEY GILES
feat in Sydney would cost

Taylor's men a record-
breaking sixth successive series
win, a milestone they are des-
perate to reach to ensure their
place among the greatest teams
in history.

"We would only pick two leg-
spinners if they were the two
best spinners in the country
and both were bowling well.” he
said. "They are doing that now
so there's no reason we can't do
3

England have named two -

slow bowlers in their 13-man
squad, with left-arm spinner
Ashley Giles joining Peter Such
at the expense of the other off-

—

Spin may dictate terms

spinner Robert Croft. The pair
came into the squad alter bats-
man Mark Butcher, who scored
a century in the first Test but
has flopped since, and paceman
Angus Fraser were dropped.

Giles arrived in Australia
only last week with the limited-
overs team but has been rushed
into the squad for the most im-
portant match of the tour,

England captain Alec Stew-
art said the starting team for
the Test would not be decided
until match day but hinted that
Giles was likely to play because
of the SCG's reputation as a
spinning pitch.

"If he does play, it will be
asking a lot, but we feel this
fellow is up to il," Stewart said.

“The SCG has obviously got a
history of turning and we just
felt with him in the country it
gives us another option.”

Stewart said there was some
conicern over the form of opener
Michael Atherton who will al-
most certainly be playing in his
last Ashes Test match.

Normally England’s most re-

liable batsmen. Atherten has
scored only 110 runs in eight
innings and made a "pair” in
the fourth test.

"He's worked as hard as he
has ever worked but he's obwvi-
ously disappointed with his run
return,” Stewart said.

"He can't put his finger on it
to say 'this is exactly what's
wrong' but he'll keep plugging

away. He's not one to make ex-

TEAMS

AUSTRALIA (from): Mark
Taylor (captain), Steve Waugh,
Michael Slater, Justin Langer,
Mark Waugh, Darren Lehmann,
lan Healy. Damien Fleming,
Shane Warne, Stuart MacGill,
Glenn McGrath, Colin Miller.

ENGLAND (from): Alec
Stewart (captain), Nasser Hus-
sain, Michael Atherton, Mark
Ramprakash, John Crawley,
Graeme Hick, Warren Hegg,
Dean Headley. Darren Gough,
Alex Tudor, Alan Mullally,
Ashley Giles, Peter Such.

Final Test starts today

HAMILTON, New
Zealand, Jan 1
. [Reuters/Internet):
' For his 28th bir-

J Lhday on January
ey e |, India's Robin
Singh jr got his first Test cap.

The former Delhi constable
was narmed as the third seamer
in India’s squad for the second
Test against New Zealand, be-
;iginning on Saturday in Hamil-
0OI1.

R
AZHARUDDIN

Singh's selection was
prompted by the hard, grassy
pitch, which is certain to pro-
vide bounce and movement.

'l am not going to mow it
again, but it will be rolled quite
a lot before the match begins",
sald groundsman Ian McK-

endry.

The other pace bowler in
contention was Debasish Mo-
hanty, who swings the ball both
ways. Bul Robin Singh was pre-
ferred because of his extra pace.

Ironically, Robin Singh was
told only yesterday that he
would be superfluous to

India's requirements for the
series of five one-day interna-
tionals which follows and that
he would be on the plane home,
with opening batsman Navjot
Sidhu and olf-spinner Harbha-
jan Singh.

All three potential opening
batsmen in tour party, Sidhu,
Ajay Jadeja, who played in the
second Test, and Venkat Lax-

“man, who scored 95, six and 15

in three innings against Aus-
tralia last March are in the
twelve.

New Zealand, who played
two spinners in the second Test,
which they won by four wickets,
are almost certain to leave out
off-spinner Paul Wiseman to
make room for a fourth pace
Ilzmw[er in left-armed Geofl Al-
ott.

One change from _the
Wellington eleven has alfeady
been confirmed. Roger Twose
will replace Nathan Astle,
whose left hand is fractured and
is expected to be out of the game
for four weeks. i

Stephen Fleming, the New
Zealand captain, said: "We are
one up in the series and only
need a draw to win the series,
but our aim is to win again and
we will play positively to
achieve it. Our confidence is

bin Singh jr set for debut

very high after winning a tight
Tesl match in Wellington."

TEAMS
NEW ZEALAND (from 12);
Stephen Fleming (capt),

Matthew Homme, Matthew Bell,
Roger Twose, Craig McMillan,
Adam Parore (wk)., Chris
Cairns, Dion Nash, Daniel Vet-
tori, Simon Doull, Geoff Allot,
Paul Wiseman.

INDIA (from 12): Mohamed
Azharuddin (capt]. Navjot

R

_

STEPHEN FLEMING

Sidhu, Ajay Jadeja. Venkat
Laxman, Rahul Dravid,
Sachin Tendulkar, Saurav
Ganguly, Nayan Mongia (wk),
Anil Kumble, Javagal Srinath,
Venkat Prasad., Robin Singh jr.




