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Down to Earth

New Hazards from
Questionable Edibles

Adulteration practices are
now ubiquitous in the city, as
elsewhere. Such practices affect
not only foodstuffs and
medicines but also every con-
ceivable area of consumption.

The widespread nature of the
menace has become a cause for
serious alarm among people.
The adulteration techniques
are also found to be novel all
the time and the ingenuity of
such methods always keeps
changing to avoid detection and
effective deterring actions.

Some of the adulteration
practices are well-known, such
as those adopted for the food-
stuffs like milk, edible oil,
flour, sugar, etc. There are also
instances of cut fruits sold by
vendors on city pavements
which are treated with colour
and saccarine to make them at-
tractive and sweet.

To many, the Zinzira area of
Dhaka is considered to the
home of fake and adulterated
foodstuffs, besides many other
consumer items. It is known, by
and large, that there are facto-
ries in that area making large-
scale production of adulterated
vegetable ghee, butter oil and
soyabean oil which are all
marketed by using well-known
brand names, There are also
small centres for production of

adulterated stuffs. Lately there -

have been some attempts to dis-
courage adulteration by using
l:i]fe.r- roof containers particu-
all'l:,r or edible oils and butter
oll.

The main problem seems to
be that most of the adulterated
products are sold in outlying
areas beyond urban limits
where it is easy to deceive sim-
ple rural people. Another source
of adulterated foods is the large
number of minor hotels and
restaurants serving dubious
quality foods to customers un-
der Euur sanitary conditions
which pose a serious threat to
public health.

Corruption cases
against 11 TCB
officials in Khulna

KHULNA, Jan 1: The Anti-
corruption Bureau has filed ten
cases against 11 TCB officials
on charge of misappropriating
Tk 20 lakh, reports APB.

Two cases have been filed
with the Sadar thana, seven
with Rupsha thana and one
with Dighalia thana, sources in
the Bureau said.

The accused are TCB offi-
cials Mahbubul Haq, Raisud-
din, Aminur Rahman, Abdul
Jabbar, Md Ishaq Ali, Ka-
maluddin Mollah, Abdul Hai,
Abdul Khaleq, Mamtajuddin,
Md Mahboob and former offi-
cial Motiur Rahman.

They sold 400 tonnes of im-
orted salt worth about Tk 20
akh in open market and em-

bezzled the money in 1993-94
financial year, the sources said.

BNP factions

From Page 1

that the terrorist after the at-
tack took shelter at the resi-
dences of different ministers.
near the vehicle of secret ser-
vice and also in DB office when
the activists of BNP chased
them,

The attack and counter-at-
tack created a tense situation in
the area. he added.

Bhuiyan said yesterday's in-
cident proved that the security
of the Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament was at stake
again., He demanded exemplary

unishment to those responsi-
le for the attack.

By A S M Nurunnabi

Lately there was an uproar
in India over consumption of
adulterated mustard oil which
was proved to cause dropsy dis-
ease. The agitation against the
use of mustard oil adulterated
with "Argemone” seeds looking
like mustard seeds was so
widespread for the serious ad-
verse effects in causing dropsy
disease that the government of
that country came down hard
on the producers of adulterated
mustard oil by banning it alto-
gether.

There is apprehension in
some quarters that unless simi-
lar deterrent action is taken in
respect of mustard oil in use in'
this country, the banned item
from India might find its way
into our country through sur-
reptitious channels.

The latest factor in this awe-
some scenario is the reported
use of tallow by some confec-
tionery makers in producing
shemai, chanachur, patties,
biscuits and other goodies, in
place of palm oil.

According to those who
know, the raw material for tal-
low is hard fat and is used in the
manufacture of candles, grease
and washing soap. The de-
plorable thing is that for the
unscrupulous food trader, who
couldn't careless for public
health, tallow may give him a
competitive edge over those who
sell lachi shemai fried in butter
oil or vanaspati. Because cheap
tallow serves just as well in

rocessing flour-based edibles
or the masses, and that is pre-
cisely what they are reportedly
doing in confectionery-making.

The hiFh price of palm or
butter oil has evidently in-
spired these traders to go for
tallow. Such ignominious pro-
cess is carefully kept under
wraps.

In medical opinion. consum-
ing tallow-processed food items
may result in a number of reac-

Ershad: Hasina's threat |
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Pointing to an 'unexpected’
presence of Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury -and Munirul Hug
Chowdhury at the function, Er-
shad said: "There should not be
any more misunderstandin
among us. We'll have to stan
united to meet the hopes and
aspirations of the people. Peo-
ple are looking forward to
Jatiya Party," Ershad said.

Referring to Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's remarks about
Ted-brick building," Ershad
said that he had been in jail for
six years and two months. No
other leaders have spent such a
long period in jail at a stretch.
"Such threat will not cow down
me," he said, adding, "I am a
soldier. I am ready for self-sac-
rifice for the cause of people's
welfare."”

Mizanur Rahman Chowd-
hury, Rowshan Ershad, Kazi

Zafar Ahmed. Naziur Rahman
Manzur, Munirul Hug Chowtl-
hury, Saifur Rahman, Adv
Yusul Hossain Humayun, Ady
Khandaker Mahabub Hossain,
Shah Mohammad Abu Zafar,
Razia Faiz, ABM Golam Mos-
tafa also addressed the meeting
with Ershad in the chair.

Mizanur Rahman Chowd-
hury, who was recently rein-
stated as Vice-Chairman, nar-
rated the turbulent days of
Jatcjjya Party during 1991-96 pe-
riod and said many a people
now seen in the party were not
with the party at that trying
time.

While observing the found-

fowr A Gt ¢ fRfem e

(CAEIETR 936 )

Yo, G Toee 2Hem «feHe
FGAM AEE /9

BIFI-3d¢ -

(FF 8 brdDOE-83, brd50ah, HELOULI-Ubr

Tod a9 fAeefe

IORR FENYRR SReifed & S gt @,

ANRA BIF A 2RO A1 =137 FB ¢ T3 ¢o’
MY FF &[ 7 *Wid I 71 3fkEE" 72 Faom
F2CSTR | AR A2 big

qifFaR s R

ARSI e 7w ffifs oy s [ 307

‘ I dooo 4,97 12 f& Twore [HB 7w Feetew
R AT AN owd! WA, dovd @G AfTT
IRrIe/51e 91 2303 | = fzierat B 5y @renEs te

FU54

3 o’ B W @ 33N I o€ (& 371 WBos
Hﬂtfﬁﬁm@ﬁmmﬁ?«aﬁm?www%

HErEIre! G e N |

oo femmraaiofus /s
fafG-os i s

TSN

<

- Editor : Mahfuz Anam

ublished by the Editor from City Publishing House Ltd.. 90 Kakrail
Dhaka-1000 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd., 52 Motijheel C.A.. Dhaka.
1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: House No- 11, Road No:

3, Dhanmandi R/A, Dhaka-1205. PABX: 866772-4, Commercial: 866771,

Fax No: 88-(12-@63'2]35, GPO Box No: 3257, Cable: DAILYSTAR, DHAKA,
Internet edition address: hitp://www. dailystarnews.com and Email

address: dstar@bangla.net

tions and diseases in the human
body. This is certainly a serious
matter and should be dealt with
effectively, that is, measures
taken against such adulieration
should be punitive enough to
deter others from doing the
same, as felt by observers.

But the important thing is
felt to be the urgent need for
consumers to wake up to the se-
rious hazard posed by such
malpractice and organise an
effective campaign against it
which should also cover those
who do not have the means to
reject substandard edibles.

In this month of Ramadan,
specially, food traders may be
intent on doing extra brisk
business — particularly those
who have no scruples in this re-
spect. They use all kinds of
colour and condiments, and in-
gredients to make iftari items
attractive but nobody seems to
worry aboul their bonafides.

While reports &én the
widespread incidence of such
malpractice may cause a tem-
porary flurry of activity am{:-nﬁ
those who are supposed to loo
after food standards, observers
tend to feel there is clearly no
consistenl monitoring done to

clamp down on such criminal
practices.

This applies not only in the
case of use of tallow in [ood
items but also in cases of adul-
terating practices in respect of
other food items including
medicines. There should be no
illusion about the fact that dan-
gerous health hazards are liter-
ally lurking everywhere from
the manufacture of adulterated
food items to the sale of sub-
standard medicines.

Thus we seem to be living
with a social scenaric with el-
ements ranging from ubiqui-
tous presence ol adulteration in
many food stuffs and medicines
to the high level of air pollution
in our city life.

ing anniversal?v of the party in
1991 with a few leaders and
workers, those who are now
seen were not there at that time.
"Well, now they have come, we
want to do politics taking them
along with us."

Making a call for a clean
and transparent politics,
Chowdhury said: "Jatiya Party
is neither pro-Awami League
nor pro-BNP .... Jatiya Party is
Jatiya Party and it will have to
go ahead with its principles and
ideology. If the party fails to
march forward with its own
politics and characteristics,
then its entity will be at stake."
~ Referring to the Prime Min-
ister's remarks about red build-
ing, the elderly leader said if the
party in power is democratic
and has got tolerance, then no
one would be thrown into jail.

He called upon all to remain
united forgetting all sorts of
past misunderstanding.

Kazi Zafar Ahmed said peo-
ple wanted a change and were
prepared to launch movement
against the misrule of the
Awami League government.

Munirul Huq Chowdhury
questioned who advised the
Jatiya Party to support Awami
League in lorming government.
The JP, he said., launched
movement with the demand for
caretaker government and re-
signed from Parliament at the
directive of Ershad.

He said Jatiya Party
launched movement for the re-
lease of Ershad under the lead-
ership of Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury during 1991-96 pe-
riod and.echoed him: Jatiya
Party can neither be a substi-
tute for BNP nor for Awami

League.

Rodrigo takes over
as SAARC Secy
General today

KATHMANDU, Jan 1: Nihal
Rodrigo, a Sri Lankan diplo-
mat, will take over as chief of
the South Asian Association

for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC), diplomats said today,
reports Reuters.

Naeem U Hasan, the outgo-
ing secretary general of the
seven-nation regional forum.
said Rodrigo's three-year man-
date as the association’s execu-
tive head started on January 1.

"He will be arriving tomor-
row," Hasan said.

SAARC — which gruups
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka — was launched in
1985 to promote the economic
development of member states.

The secretary-general, based
in Kathmandu, rotates alpha-
betically among members every
three years.

7 killed as car
crashes into
train in Russia

MOSCOW. Jan 1: Seven peo-
ple were killed in central Russia
when their car crashed into a
speeding train, the Interfax
news agency reported today,
says AP.

The driver of a Niva four-
wheel-drive car tried to beat the
train to a rail crossing in spite
of flashing lights signalling the
train's imminent arrival, police
and railway inspectors said.
The train was nol derailed, but
all seven occupants of the car
were killed.

Nuisance
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sures. a young girl was as-
saulted by some unruly youths
in front of Gulshan-2 market.
Police rescued the girl by spray-
ing ice-cold water from water
canon at about 12:20 am.

Police arrested at least 171
people from different parts of
the city on charge of creating
nuisance, Of the total, Gulshan
police alone arrested 160 from
different parts of the posh area
and produced them before court.

Jubilant young men in cars,
microbuses, jeeps and trucks
roared on city streets ., playing
high-pitched horns and driving
their vehicles somewhat
roughly. Some vehicles were
also damaged by. youths. They
danced on the roofs of vehicles
and chanted "happy New Year™.
Many youths were seen travel-
ling by rickshaw vans, yelling
at others,

New Year parties were also
arranged in restaurants and
houses at posh Gulshan, Banani
and Baridhara areas.

Friends and relatives ex-
changed New Year greetings and
many organised gatherings to
mark the occasion People
thronged flower shops to buy
flowers for their nearest ones. -

The New Year brought cheers

‘ to many, but thousands of poor

people were in shivering cold,
sleeping on footpaths, road is-
lands and road dividers with-
out warm cloths.

UNB adds: Three youths were

 bomb-injured at Banaui during
Lthe celebration:

On the Dhaka University
campus, students celebrated the
New Year's Day, gathering in
front of their respective halls,
some of the them firing blank
shots, exploding crackers and
beating drums.

In some city area, like Agar-
gaon, Taltola, Motijheel and
Ajimpur Government Colony,
youths were seen enjoying mini
picnic in fields.

They also arranged minij
conicerts to welcome the New
Year 1999,

At Rajshahi University,
male and female students came
out of their halls and celebrated
the New Year with much enthu-
siasm. As the clock struck 12
midnight they started I[ire
works and dancing to welconie
the New Year.

Youths took out a procession
in Faridpur town after mid-
night and played drums and
musical instruments to cele-

| brate the New Year,

|

BNP chief Begum Khaleda Zia releases

balloons at the

20th founding anniversary of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal at
the Diploma Engineers' auditorium in the city yesterday.

—Star photo

Oust-govt movement
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din Ahmed Pintu were arrested.
"Repression and arrests turned
the party stronger."

Begum Zia also asked the
leaders of the student front to
start movement for freeing its
-detained president and general

secretary as well as other ac-
tivists. ;

The opposition leader reit-
erated her call for all national-
ist and Islamic forces to wage a
united movement under Lhe
leadership of BNP.

BNP senior vice-chairman
Prof AQM Badruddoza Chowd-
hury said an allout movement
would have to be launched to get

rid of the misrule of the present
"autocratic” regime.

Party secretary general Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan said they
won't protest any more or de-
mand release of Sohel and
Pintu — "they will be freed
through movement."

Barrister Moudud Ahmed,
Barrister Nazmul Huda, Dr
Khandeokar Mosharraf Hos-
sain, City BNP convenor Sadek
Hossain Khoka and former JCD
leaders Enamul Karim Shahid,
Shamsuzzaman Dudu, Amanul-
lah Aman, Fazlul Huq Milon,
Nazimuddin Alam, EKhairul
Kabir Khokon and Shahiduddin
Chowdhury also spoke on the
occasion.

14 hurt as AL, BNP

heramara

clash at

BHERAMARA, Jan 1
least 14 people, including two
police officers and a Ansar were
injured when the activists of
Awami League and BNP clashed
in the town yesterday, reports
APB.

Bullet-hit Caltu, a BNP
worker, was admitted to
Bheramara hospital in critical
condition, party sources.said.

Police said they lobbed at
least 25 tear gas shells to dis-
perse the rival groups who
traded shots, exploded crackers
during the clash,

The clash erupted when a
BNP procession, brought out as
part of its countrywide demon-
siration programme, came face
to face with an Awami League
procession, opposing the pro-
gramine.

Injured OC of Bheramara
thana Mojibur Rahman, ASI
Atahar and Ansar Monjur Hos-
sain were admitted to police
hospital.

The eleven other injured
persons were admitted to the
Bheramara hospital and a local

clinic. They are Sanaullah, 22,
Zaman, 23, Hanif, 20, Hamid,
24, Sohrab, 19, Monir, 20 and
Khokon, 21, of Awami League
and Shafi, 25, Jahangir, 20.
Ansar, 25, and Assad, 22, of

L

BNP, party sources said.

Later, local BNP MP and piir-
ly's central committee member
Shahidul Islam in a statement
alleged that AL activislts at-
tacked the peaceful procession
SI BtNR He condemned the inci-

ent.

Minibus hits
car: 7 hurt

CHITTAGONG, Jan 1: Seven
people were injured when a
mini-bus hit a car at Satkania
Bazar, 40 miles from here to-
day, police said, reports B55.

Five of the injured were ad-
mitted to Chittagong Medical
College Hospital.

Multiple use of milled
rice, its byproducts

By Reaz Ahmad, back from Bangkok

[t husks paddy to market
rice and produces crude oil from
bran. It uses energy of paddy
husk for generating power. And
last but not the least, its husk
ash is used to produce mi-

: | crochips.

In Thailand, PRG stands for
a glaring example of how the
potential of a rice milling com-
pany can be maximised through
multipurpose activities extract-
ing profit out of every by-prod-
uct,

PRG or Patum Rice Mill and
Granary Public Company Lim-
ited, the biggest milling com-
pany in the rice-rich Thailand,
demonstrated well the multi-
laceted use ol milled rice and its

| hy-products.

Talking to a team of visiting

. journalists from other Asian

countries recently, Managing
Director of PRG Rut Subniran
said the state-run rice mill
bought about one sixth of the
country’s paddy output of 20
million tonnes in
earned 175 million baht,

Ideally located by the river
Chao Phraya in Patumthani
province, PRG has a daily rice
milling capacity of 1,000
tonnes and it extracts 100
tonnes of bran per day. It has a
storage capacity of 60,000
tonnes of paddy.

Subniran said PRG bought
paddy from brokers who have
their cooperatives to procure

20 shops gutted
in 2 incidents
of fire at Barisal

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Jan 1: At least 20
shops were gutted in two inci-
dents of fire in the town last
night.

Police and witnesses said,
members of two rival groups
allegedly torched the shops in
Kaunia area of the town,

The first incident oceccurred
at 12-15 am following assault of
one Rafique by his rivals at
about & pm. People of his group
then set ablaze about 12 shops.

Later, at about 2:45 am the
opponents of Rafique set fire to
eight other shops in the same
area.

Both the groups exploded
several bombs during the inci-
dents.

Two people — Shamsul Hagq,
45, and Ra.tli)q. 25, were arrested
today in connection with the
incidents.

Police have been deployed in
the area to avert further clash
between the two groups.

Businessmen

enforce hartal
at Gaibandha

GAIBANDHA, Jan 1: The
District Chamber of Commerce
and Industries enforced a dawn-
to-dusk hartal in the town to-
day protesting attack on some
business establishments, re-
ports UNB. :

An armed group Thursday
evening allegedly demanded
toll from some businessmen in
the town. The miscreants dam-
aged the shops after failing to
get money from the owners.

During hartal hours, the
businessmen brought out a
protest procession in the town
and held a rally at local Sha-
heed minar.

1997 and_

paddy from farmers throughout
the country.

PRG undertakes a variety of
activities centring its core
business of producing packaged
rice for general consumption.
Over 90 per cent of it rice is sold
in domestic market and the rest
in overseas markets.

The mill sells broken rice to
snack food manufacturers, It
uses bran to produce crude bran
oil. After extraction. the left-
over is sold to animal feed
mills.

PRG is capable of extracting
32,000 tonnes of bran per year,
which is either sold to local
cooking oil manufacturers or
exported,

Paddy husk is used as an al-
ternative energy source to pro-
duce superheated steam to op-
erate electric turbines. Subni-
ran said the entire energy re-
auirement of this huge mill is

erived from husks,

The ash is then exported to
Europe for use as insulation in
cast iron foundries. "Mainly we
export husk ash to Germany,
there they extract silica from
the ash to produce microchips”,
he told The Daily Star,

Toftail
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Asked to comment on the re-
union of Kazi Zafar Ahmed and
Ershad, the Commerce Minister
said Kazi Zafar once had dis-
carded Ershad as a man of bad
taste and now they united
again.

Replying to a question about
the possible united anti-gov-
ernment movement by BNF, JP
and Jamaat, Tofail scoffed at
these political groups as bene-
ficiaries of the assassination of
BanSgahandhu on August 15,
1975.

"This is a conspiratorial en-
tente, and they got united after
the trial of the killers with an
evil mission to loil the court
verdict in the Bangabandhu
Murder Case,” the Awami
League stalwart said.

However, Tofail reminded
the BNP leadership that after
Zia's murder, General Ershad
toppled the BNP government
and grabbed power. "Today, he
is again trying to use BNP as a

awmn to capture power and BNP
eaders and workers should be
careful about this man of dubi-
ous character,”

Ombudsman

From Page 1

choosing probable candidates
for the crucial job. The law
ministry is expected to suggest a
few names to the Prime
Minister, sources said.

The law ministry is already
working to list probable candi-
dates. "We are considering some
persons who previously held
some constitutional posts,” the
law official said without giving
details.

The government took the
initiative to create the office of
the Ombudsman more than a
year ago.

According to the Bangladesh
Gazette, "The role of Ombuds-
man is to exercise such powers
and perform such function as
parliament may, by law, deter-
mine, including the power to
investigate any action taken by
a Ministry, a 1puhlic officer of a
statutory public authority.

"The Ombudsman shall pre-
pare an annual report concern-
ing the discharge of his func-

tions and such report shall be
laid before parliament.”

From Page 1
Asked about the perfor-
mance of Hasina as PM, 38.1
per cent, against 37.2 in 1997,
said she did well. Thirty-four
per cent, against 33 in 1997,
said she did not do well, about

14.4 per cent said she failed and

13.5 per cent did not comment.
Some 41.6 per cent, against
39.6 in the previous year. said
they were unhappy at the per-
formance of Khaleda. About
21.4 per cent supported her role
last year, against 14.7 per cent
in 1997, Nearly 19.1 per cent
had no comment and 17.9 per
cent thought she had failed.
66.3 per cent of the respon-
dents were unhappy with the
politicians in. general, 52.9 with
the nEpt}sition parties, 49.9
with the ruling l]-::mﬁ and 58.7
er cent wit the Jatiya
angsad and its activities.
Choosing the five most im-
portant events in 1998, 96.7 per
cent of the respondents men-
tioned opening of the Banga-
bandhu Bridge, 78 per cent Wills
Cup cricket tournament, 60.1
er cent the verdict in Banga-
andhu Murder Case, 49.7 per
cent passage of Upazila
Parishad Bill and 37 per cent
Nobel laureate Amartya Sen's

. ':rlsit.

As regards the five worst

events, 91 per cent mentioned
the floods, 81.5 per cent the
killing of Rubel in police cus-
tody, 76.7 per cent rape of minor
girl Tania, 71.2 per cent rape of

Al-Gore

From Fage 1]

Wellstone and former New Jer-
sey Senator Bill Bradley, both
Democrats, are exploring the
possibility of competing with
the Vice President,

Senator John McCain of Ar-
zona had filed papers with the
Federal Election Commission

just days before, making him

the first official Republican
candidate.

Citing Eolitical analysts, the
Post said Democratic con-
tenders would be forced to raise
around 25 million dollars this
year — some 60,000 dollars a
day — to bankroll a serious bid
for the White House.

Gore, President Bill Clin-
ton's vice president since Jan-
uary 1993, is seeking the nomi-
nation as the US Senate pre-

ares to try Clinton after the
ouse of Representatives im-
peached him. '

The Vice President has
fiercely defended Clinton
against efforts to remove him
from office.

Shahabuddin top favourite

students at Jahangirnagar
University and 36 per cent the
Air Parabat accident.

On the state of economy, 51.3

er cent think the standard of
iving has gone down. around
68.1 per cent think trade and
business activities have de-
creased while 94.3 say prices
have gone up. Besides 59.3 per
cent say the real income has
gone down and 28.4 per cent
think it is the same as before.

About law and order, 70.2

per cent say incidents of rape
have increased. Around 59.5 per
cent think police are inyolved
in many of the crimes, 47.9 per
cent say killings in the city in-
creased. 53.6 per cent, 61.8 per
cent, and 78.2 per cent respec-
tively say abuse of women, road
accidents and traffic jam have
increased in the city.

Some 40.6 per cent of the re-
spondents said terrorism in-
creased and 39 per cent belleved
it declined.

Asked to name three impor-
tant but less addressed issues in
the year, 65.1 per cent referred
to power supply, 41.8 per cent
mentioned terrorism in educa-
tional institutions and 31.2 per
cent unemployment.

Prof Ainun Nishat and Dr
AK Enamul Haque supervised
the opinion pell.
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