Interview of the Week -

A Call for Consensus on Critical Issues

OR Dr Muhammad Yunus,

managing director of the .

Grameen Bank, 1998 was a
Eear when the people of
angladesh demonstrated their
ability to survive the odds by
fighting off the worst effects of
the flood. But it was also a year
of lost opportunities as politics
remains stuck in the mud, and
politicians failed to arrive at a
consensus on any national
issue. Yunus felt that a National
Convention of all segments of
society would be necessary to
narrow down the differences
and arrive at a time-bound plan
of action to begin tackling
pressing national issues
immediately. Here are some
excerpts from the interview:

DAILY STAR (DS): We have
had quite an eventful year and
looking back, was there any
single event that made you feel
optimistic about the future?

MUHAMMAD YUNUS (MY):

I'm always optimistic about the
future of the country, but 1998
gave an exira boost to my opti-
mism. That extra boost of op-
timism actually came out of a
tragedy, that is the floods. This
was like an epic test for the peo-
ple, how much could they en-
dure? The fear was that it would
create a tremendous kind of
human misery in terms of hu-
man lives, in terms of food; dis-
eases and so on. But after the
flood, people went back and
started their lives all over
again. We then thought there
would be a stream of people
coming to the cities, a stream of
people hungry. If you go to the
villages, they would be sur-
rounding you, begging for food.
But nothing of the sort hap-
pened. We went to the villages
and people were smiling. Chil-
dren were playing, People were
fixing their homes and so on.
And the fear that diseases were
going to spread, didn't come
true.

What I am saying is that the
people had much more m::pinﬁ
capability than we assume
they had. They were the masters
of the situation and they could
really handle it well, whereas
our assumptions and our way of
thinking about people turned
out to be wrong. So my feeling is
that people are much ahead of
what the future planners, offi-
cials, bureaucrats, academics
and social workers are think-
~ ing about them.

If you look 20 years back, if
you had a flood like this, there
would probably have been much
more havoc than what we have
seen today. So what had hap-
‘pened in the meantime? It must
be that people understand what
is good health, otherwise we
cannot explain it anyway. In
the case of other things like
food and so on, you can say the
government provided the food
and so on. but on the health side
there was nobody to help them.

Water was polluted: but water .

was needed. Women were active,
they could help themselves and
were active.

What were the elements
which made them acquire those
abilities? These are some
things we have to learn, people
from Dhaka, all of us together.
What had the people of the
countryside learnt that we did-
n't know? Maybe we were far
behind the people. Does that
mean the people are smarter
than we assume they are? We
have treated them probably as
infants so far, as if they have to
be nurtured. But they are adults.
They can take care of them-
selves. So the policies that we
are pursuing are lacking some-
where, otherwise things would
have moved much faster. I
think this is something that we
should be looking at.

DS S0 you are saying that
the government, the thinkers,
the planners, the politicians,
the bureaucrats, the whole es-
tablishment needs to respond to
the new reality. Judging by how
the establishment thinks, do
you think this is happening?

MY: [ don't think that, what I
am pointing out right now, has
been accepted as the new reali-
sation. It may be my realisa-
tion, but | don't know if this is
the kind of realisation others
have. Probably others would see
this as a success of their poli-
cies, of their actions during the
disaster. Like NGOs may feel
that, yes, we have handled it
very well. Or Grameen Bank
may feel, we have handled it
very well. Or the government
may feel, yes, our VGF cards re-
ally did the trick and our food
distribution mechanism really
worked. The government may
say. ‘Look at the loss of crops
and still people are surviving.
They don't have food shortages.
Our import of food grain did the
trick’.

Each one is thinking more of
the success of their policy. They
are not seeing it as the success
of the people. All of these things
could have supported the people,
but the real success is because of
the people. I think we should
draw attention to this. We need
to rethink, re-look at the whole
thing. Now the policy 'diet’ we
should be providing through the
people in the rural areas should
not be an infant one. We should
move on from a liquid infant
diet to a solid adult one.

DS: Moving on to a broader
area, what trends did you notice
in 1998 which are worrying
about the overall socio-politi-
cal, economic field?

MY Like most of the people
in Bangladesh, I find the puﬁti—
cal situation most worrying.
There are the hartals, the divi-
sive politics infesting the coun-

. People couldn't get together.

e things we put on the table
created more separation and
divisions. Il we have to march

ahead, we have to build bridges.
That's the only way. And we
have to march ahead with
speed. It's not in a slow motion.
iThe world is moving on. Global-
isation is catching up. :

It is not a question of favour-
ing globalisation or not. No-
body is waiting for our opinion.
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Muhammad Yunus of the Grameen Bank warns that unless

unresolved political issues are settled on the basis of consensus soon,

the globalisation process may leave Bangladesh far behind. In an
interview given to Sabir Mustafa, Yunus calls for a
National Convention of all segments of society to

E
|

e e
et i

address these critical issues

Globalisation is on. This will be
the order of the day before we
realise it. Globaliastion means
either we get ready to play in the
world market or get over-run.
We can be the beneficiaries of
globalisation, or we can be the
victims of it. That's the only
choice we have.

If we want to be beneficiaries
of globalisation, we have to get
your act together. We have to
think of everything at the

lobal level because we cannot
ave globalisation and become
a beneficiary if our institutions
are sub-global, regional, even
sub-regional kind of standard,
Our education, health, technol-
ogy. business policies, law and
order situation, these have to be
at a global level if we are to be-
come player at the global level,
not just a neighbourhood team.
at preparation I didn't see

in 1998. We spent more time in
back-biling and fighting, creat-
ing dissension and so on. So
that was a worrying thing. We

“lost another year, 1998

DS: Is this because of our
leaders or the nature of politics
itsell, the way things are done?

MY: Qur leaders are commit-
ted people, they are of a higher
calibre than politicians in
many other Third World coun-
tries. But they fgcrt stuck in a vi-
cious circle of arguments and
counter-arguments, rather than
actions to set the stage ready for

" the people to demonstrate their

creativity, Politics has become
silly and ridiculous. It has ac-
quired its own tongue-in-cheek
language. I am sure all our lead-
ers want to come out of this ab-
surd and painful situation.
They want to be heroes in our
history, not side-kicks, clowns
or tragic figures.

Unfortunately, politics is
turning more and more inot a
tool of self-destruction, rather
than mobilising people and re-
sources to gain speed to join the
global march of technology and
prosperity,

We continue to fail to settle
iIssues, resolve issues. We know
these things take time, but how
long does it take? How long do
we wait for local government
structures? We need a strong lo-
cal government, at the village
level the palli parishad, union
parishad, upazila parishad, zila
parishad. These are vital organ-
isations. We have known right
from the beginning that these
are what we are going to have.
But these are still hanging. Now
there are political differences
coming, whether these elections
should be held under a care-
taker government or not, Again
we are pushing things down the
line, things that we should have
done much before.

Then there are all the other
problems still hanging on. The
power crisis is still hanging on.
The corruption issue is still
hanging on. You name it. Pri-
valisation is still hanging on.
We have not inoved anything.

So I would say that 1998 didnt

take us very lar and that is very
worrying.

DS: What changes could we
have to start settling the unre-
solved issues?

MY: We need politics to get us
moving, not stuck in the mud. If
India and Pakistan start mov-
ing ahead before we do, then
there is every chance that we’ll
become their captive market
and supplier of cheap labour. If
we move ahead of them, we can
gain a speed which will make it

ifficult for them to catch us.
We have a basic advantage over
them. If we can enter their
market with only a few items,
our economy will be booming.

Bangladesh is lucky. India
and Pakistan are locked in a
cold war and nuclear arms race,
International investors are be-
coming worried about investing
in these countries. We can offer
the investors a better choice.
All we have to do is to get our act
right — rule of law, dependable

power supply, modern
telecommunications technol-
0Ly

To get our act right, we must
change the character of our pol-
itics. We need politics of toler-
ance, peace and consensus. not
politics of violence, divisive-

ness and hatred. We must build
bridges and march forward.

Another point is getting the
rules of the game sorted out.
People can concentrate to be-
come better economic and polit-
ical players if the rules of the
game are known and remain
stable, But the rules are not
even frame yet - forget about be-
ing known and stable. People
cannot start playing if the rules
keep changing or they are un-
known.

Rules are encapsulated in the
institutions. We are falling in
building the institutions which
can do the job. We have not been
able to decide on local govern-
ment Institutions yet. But they
are vital. Credit institutions are
unreliable. They are most
likely to serve the fake busi-
nesses and fake farmers, rather
lhan the genuine businesses
and real farmer. Educational
and health-providing institu-
tions need to be thoroughly
overhauled to bring them at a
level which can produce global-
level manpower.

We do wish to achieve global
level efficiency and capa ility,
bul mere wishing will not get us
there. We need to create institu-
tions which are of world class
standard. Without these, we
cannot hope to achieve global
standards.

DS: Is there any silver lining
in the cloud at all?

MY: The good news for us is
that the next century will the
century of ideas. One may not
have resources of any kind, but
having a nation of creatively-
thinking people will get them to
H}e lop. We have Ef chance there.

€ are a nation of you ople.
More than half -:::-fy UUP%ESU?&-
tion is under 20. We can make
them to think creatively and

compete with the talents of the
world.

DS: So let's talk about 1999,
What do you think is the vital

agenda or what should be Lhe
government's response to these
issues in the coming year?

MY: It makes no difference
between '98 and '99. It's a ques-
tion of unfinished jobs because
the list is getting bigger and big-
ger. S0 at least we can get seri-
ous in 1999 and take the list of
unfinished jobs, have a very
clear time-\lzmund plan., and
start ticking them off one by
one. The government needs to-
tal support. The government
cannot do it in a vacuum, in a
kind of emptiness, We need col-

laboration, we need under-
standing,

One idea would be to hold a
national convention. Now, can
we have a national convention
of the leaders of all segments of
the population - politicians,
businessmen, industrialists,
academics, students, landless
people, trade unions, bankers,
civil servants, journalists,
farmers, women, every segment
we can think of? Through such
a convention, they could come
to a consensus or narrow down
differences over major issues,
so that we know what to do, and
do it fast. We can discuss the fol-
lowing issues at the convention:

l.Local government struc-
ture. 2. Election procedures. 3.
Election Commission's role. 4,
Health institutions. 5. Educa-
tion. 6. Student politics. 7. Cor-
ruption. Credit institutions. 9,
Privatisation. 10. Trade
unions. 11. Size of government.
12. Energy crisis. 13. Technol-
ogy. 14. Civil service. 15. Sepa-
ration of judiciary. 16, Gov-
ernment controlled media. 17.
Ombudsman. 18. Women's
rights. 19. The environment.

The convention can address
all or any of these subjects they
wish to discuss. They may not
solve all problems. But at least,
we can narrow down the differ-
€Nnces on many issues, arrive at
CONSEensus on many issues.

We are wasting valuable time
with non-issues, while the real
issues do not get to the table. We
need a time-bound action plan
to resolve our problems. We
must get everybody on board -
not push things through each
other's throats.

The national convention
can create sub-conventions to
concentrate on specific issues
and come up with récommen-
dations for the national con-
vention to adopt. These resolu-
tions of the national conven-
tion will be only indication of
national will for the govern-
ment to take notice of, and pro-
ceed.

In a nutshell, 1999 should be
the year when we have all our
rules framed, all our institu-
tioms set, or at least we know
what kind of institutions we are
setting up, so that in the new
millennium we play the game

properly.

- DS: Now moving on to a dif-
ferent area, your specialisation,
micro-credit, The floods were a
jolt to both the borrowers and
the micro-credit organisations.
What was the extent of this jolt?

What was the nature of the
problems created by the floods?

MY: Very simple. People who
were in business or who were
earning in some way, v#ery-
thing was disrupted. They were
busy saving their lives, moving
things from one place to an-
other. If it's a short period, it's
less misery. If it's a longer pe-
riod, it's more misery. You have
used up your assets, whatever
capital you have, because the
immediate call is to survive.
Physically you are probably
weakened because you are not
getting as much food as you did.

Luckily for Grameen bor-
rowers, looking back now, the
situation was not as bad as
foreseen. There were some posi-
tive sides also. Fish was every-
where because of the water.
Catching fish and selling fish
became an activity for the peo-
ple. People needed transporta-
ton, boats and other things. So
the Grameen .borrowers
switched from one business to
another business. Many of
them, not all, started buying
boats and started offering
transportation services. Having
cash with you is always a bi
help because it's a very ]iquif
kind of thing. You can move on.
You find business opportunities
in things.

When the flood was over, we
didn't see people crushed under
the flood. They were weakened,
but they were ready to move on.
They wanted to get ahead with
it, fix-their homes. So we carme
up with a rehabilitation plan
with 475 crore taka. We were
looking for this money and we
applied to Bangladesh Bank to
give us a loan. Ultimately we got
100 crore taka from Bangladesh
Bank and we are now in the
EI‘DEE‘SE of taking 200 crore taka

y issuing bonds from the
comunercial bank. So we will be
get about 300 crore: taka for
the rehabilitation.

DS: What happened to the
rep nt schedule?

: Under Grameen Bank's
rules, when a disaster takes
place, all the banking activities
stop. That means you don't have
to pay. Nothing happens. The
immediate goal of the bank is to
help people, to protect people,
save people, [ind shelter for
them, find dry place for them,

find food for them, find housing
for them and so on. That was
what the staff was busy with.
Bringing medicine for them
like saline and other things.
Then you went back to your
homes looking for seeds and

In a nutshell, 1999 should be the year when we have
all our rules framed, all our institutions set, or at
least we know what kind of institutions we are
setting up, so that in the new millennium
we play the game properly.

things so that immediately you
could plant, you could move on
and get on with your life. So
this is the plan that we had dur-
ing the period of the floods.

DS: Now looking at micro-
credit as a whole. How would
you describe the micro-credit
philosophy? Is it a means to the
end of poverty alleviation or is
it an end in itself, that you pro-
vide credit?

MY: You can look at it both
ways. People need credit always.
Particularly, poor people need
money to start their businesses
and carry on their businesses.
They have their own skills,
traditional skills that they can
use, labour that they can put in,
create new products and so on.
S0 even if you look at that,
opening the door of the bank is
a business. This was a business
that was denied to the poor
people on the ground that the
poar are not credit worthy. So
in our work we have demon-
strated that the poor are credit
worthy.

In the Bangladeshi context
you can say that the poor are
more credit worthy than the
non-poor, the rich. So, to that
extent, forget about poverty al-
leviation. It's a good business.
You give money and they pay
back. It harms nobody. On top
of that, if they can improve
their lives, that's good news be-
cause, in the name of poverty
alleviation, we pour in lots of
money, donor money, our own
resources and so on with very
doubtful results. But here, you
give your money, get your
money back, plus you get the
cost of that operation back and
you create fund surplus within
your institution. At the same
time people improve their own
lives.

DS: So you are saying it's a
win-win situation all the way ...

MY: Win-win situation in

three ways, not in two ways, for
the borrower, the institution
and the country because now,
this person who has made extra
money, will take care of herself
and her family. Now she is a
consumer. She buys things in
the market and builds up the
economy because producers of
those goods, those who are
making shoes, sell more shoes.
Those who are making clothes
can sell more clothes. More
lungis will be sold, saris will be
sold. So it is a win-win situa-
tion all around.

DS: If you take 1976 as a
starting point when the micro-
credit idea was born, looking
back over the two decades,
which areas would you say
could micro-credit fine tune or
change, specially when you talk
about reaching the poorest, not
just the poor?

MY: Starting from '76, our
focus has always been on
demonstrating that the poor are
credit worthy. People who are
rejected by conventional banks
are credit worthy. They need
not be rejected. They can be
brought in. At each stage we
were told, this is not good
enough a demogstration. You
did it in only one village. It can
work in one village, but two wvil-
lages, probably not. So we did
two villages. Our main focus
was to grow big so they take us
seriously. At one time it was
said, you can work, but you are
not viable. You are not earning
enough to pay for yourself. So
we concentrated on that one. We
are viable, we cover our costs
and so on. Then they said you
can do it in one area of
Bangladesh, but probably nnt in
the other areas. The other area
is conservative, We had to do it
all over Bangladesh in dernon-
strating that.

In the process, maybe we
have not paid attention to the
poorest. We only took the people
who came in on their owr) will-
ingness rather than reach out
and persuade them because it is
not only that the institution
wasn't showing intere:st in the
poorest. The poorest too are not
showing any interest in the in-
stitution. They are afraid that
they cannot do that. I ana a beg-
gar women, how can I do and
this sort of thing. Initially we
did. Our history ha:s many

anecdotes about the beggar
woman and so on as so forth.
Probably if you see it in a global
Bangladeshi way, probably not
enough extremely poor people
are included in the Grameen
Bank structure. So all we need
to do is pay attention and reach
out to those people.

I'm sure the methodology
would work or needs fine tu
of the methodology itself. Prob-
ably it will take time to reach
out to them, build that confi-
dence because even if you are
not reaching the poorest, the
poor segment that you have
reached already demonstrated
how much this confidence-
building is needed before you
can get them to come up and say
yes to accept loans. So we have
to intensify that.

DS8: During the micro-credit
summit, several NGOs s ted
that, if you want to reach the
poorest, you have to provide
subsidised credit, without in-
terest rates. What is your view
on that?

MY: [ don't think that kind
of idea came to the summit, The
summit was very clear. It had
two messages. Reaching 100
million poorest families with

micro-credit, ' preferably
through the women of the fami-
lies. That's one thing. Reaching

the poorest is a goal. Being sus-
tainable is a goal. The moment
you bring in sustainability,
subsidy doesn’t enter the pic-
ture. So if one may criticise that
this sustainable micro-credit
programmes will not reach the
}Pnnrest. this is inconsistent.

hat's a challenge. We have to
show that it can be done. We can
be sustainable and reach the
poorest,

People argue that subsidised
credit is needed, but if you are
not charging full cost, who is
going to pay it for you? If you
want to run it as a business,
somebody has to pay it for you.
So if you are running a business
depending on somebody's
mercy, you don't go too far and

ou cannot reach a large num-
r of people. Only when you are
commercial, you are sustain-
able, only then you can go as far
as you want. So if your goal is to
reach 100 million poor fami-
lies, I don't think sugsid}r is the
answer. The answer is sustain-
ability, We are all committed to
sustainability, We are all com-
mitted to reaching the poor.

DS: Critics say that micro
credit has become a fad, and
that it would divert money from
the more import sectors such as
education, health ete.

MY: We see micro-credit
coming up around the world.
There is a lot of attention, a lot
of things. We see negative thindgs
being said about micro-credit
because it's getting too much
attention. PEDFIE are saying
maybe this will drive out re-
sources from fhe health area;-
the education area.-Our position
is driving out other areas. We
are saying, keep on doing every-
thing that you are doing, We
have no kind of conflict with
health and education. We are
saying that these are mutually
supportive. Micro-credit is sup-
portive of health, supportive of
education.

There are 60 billion dollars
a year, or at least 55 billion dol-
lars a year in international as-
sistance and international aid
programmes, Out of that. only
probably two billion dollars a
year is to be devoted to micro-
credit as a loan. We are not
saying that should come as a
subsidy. For the entire pro-

ramme of reaching 100 mil-
ioni poor people, the total esti-
mated amount that is needed is
22 billion dollars up to 2005.
Out of that 22 billion dollars,
eleven billion dollars is to come
from the international aid re-
sources. Another 11 billion dol-
lars to come from the commer-
cial side, from the banking side.
That has nothing to do with
anybody driving out money or
anything. Then out of the 11
billion dollars which has come
from the donor side, five and a
half billion dollars is to come
from grant sources and another
five and a half billion dollars
are to come from the soft loan.
S0 again the soft loan portion is
not something that you are
compeling with. You compete
only for the grant part of it. Qut
of a nine year period if you are
looking for only five and a half
billion dollars as grant money,
that's slightly more than half a
billion dollars a year out of a
budget of 55 billion dollars
grant and loans.

So this is not something that
you are driving out anything.
This is misunderstood. So we
are trying to sa{ that if that
half a billion dollars a year of

ant money and half a billion

ollars of soft loan money
comes into the picture, this
would be an additional help to
health, education and other
programmes.
esides, micro-credit is not
simply money going in, money
oing back. It is institution
uilding. It is people’s organisa -
tion building, people's capacity
building. Micro-credit builds 11p
ople’'s capar:it{. It's not jrist
ike any other loan that ‘you
ve, they give you back, you
ook at your balance shee:ts, it
looks fine and you are okay.
Here you have a lot more, social,
political and other bene'fts par-
ticularly for women. If you can
reach * 100 million poorest
women in the world, t his will be
a very different situ ation with
dignity would be restored for
the poor. Women would be
raising their children with dig-
nity. Children woiild be learn-
ing how to move on with hard
work and build t’heir own lives.
It’s a very different kind of sit-
uation. You have a lot more ¢:x-
tra benefits o4t of micro-credit
than just figures and amount s.

In next wweek's Daily Star- cin
Friday, Sabir Mustafa talk:s to
Mohammad Yunus about tie
role of NG.Os in the developme nt
process, the criticism they fo ce
and the future of Grameen Ba ?}g
(ts: =[f.

- restraint and
- groups for trouble.

Ship breaking industry
at Sitakundu dying
- A persistent slump in the

ship breaking industry due to
decreasing demand for scraps is
threatening units with closure
and workers with
unemployment.

The industry built 20 years
ago was once a source of huge
reveniue for the govt, but is now
facing a major setback, with the
absence of any technological
innovation,

Amartya Sen's prize
money

Nobel laureate Amartya Sen
wmﬂ u?n Dl:i.:f;lmbﬂ 27 the

u ac trust
na.meﬁ a&er his residence *
Pratichi', with his prize money
for work in the ﬂelcr; of
education and healthcare in
India-and Bangladesh, after
paying taxes on the . He
made the announcement while
S 1g at a reception in the
etaji-Indoor Stadium in

Calcuitta amidst thunderous
applause,

Prﬁtesting students

attacked at DU

At least eight were hurt on
December 27 when activists
under the banner of Students
Protesting Sexual Harassment
(SPSH) came under attack from
their ‘rivals' on the DU campus.

The rival group styled
‘conscious students' whose
declared objective is to 'save the
image of teachers at the
university' swooped on SPSH
students when they set fire to
effigies of teachers accused of
sexually harassing students.

Vice-Chancellor A K Azad
Chowdhury a%pealed for

lamed both

Child patient hit by

doector?

A child patient fell
unconscious on December 27
after he was allegedly pushed on
to the wall by a young doctdr in
the children's ward of Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.
Family sources said that an
assistant CA pushed the 11-
year-old when he uttered
obscenities at the doctor. He
was admitted there on the 26th
in a eritical condition of fever.

Mandatory for motor

vehicles from today
Bangladesh Road Transport
Authority (BRTA) has made it
mandatory for all public and
private motor vehicles to
display tax, fitness and route
permit labels from Jan 1, 1999.
The new rules are meant to

- easily detect vehicles that do

not have necessary fitness, tax
clearance and route permit. As
]Jer issued specimen, the tax
abel is circular red, fitness
triangular blue and the route
permit quadrangular green.

Police have been direcled to

intercept vehicles without the
labels and take legal action.

BB Bows to Beximco: .

The Bangladesh Bank has
finally allowed Beximco's
fictitious loans to be
rescheduled, but the terms and
conditions would mean huge
financial losses for IFIC Bank
(owned by owners of Beximco).
Under the new arrangements, a
simple interest rate with be
applied on the consolidated
loans of Beximco taken under
fictitious accounts. This means
that IFIC will have to incur
losses and the shareliolders
will have to share the burden.

CPA, Dock Workers
Sign Accord on

Incentive Scheme

A memorandum of
understanding was signed on
Dec 25 to introduce the much
awaited incentive scheme for
the dock workers of Chittagong
Port. The agreement was signed
between the authority of
Chittagong port and leaders of
three dock workers union in
presence of Deputy Minister
Saber Hossain Chowdhury.

Russia, Belarus will
Merge

Boris Yeltsin and Belarusian
President Alexander
Lukshenko agreed on Dec 25 to
take moves to merge the two
former Soviet Republics into a
single state as early as next
year. They also agreed to
introduce a single currency and
harmonise taxes.

Iraq bans all UN flights

to Baghdad |

Iraq banned all United
Nations flight into the country
on De¢ 23. Iraq ordered the UN
to re-scheduled flight of
military observers headed
towards Baghdad. For this,
Baghdad offered no
explanations.

Iraqgi air defences were still
alert for further possible
attacks, and the cancellation
the UN flights was thought te e
the result of Iraq's fears tfh? At it
could have come in harm's | way.
Iraq warned that it woul? | Laver
forgive Kuwait for allow Jing the
bases to launch the 3 j.otrikes
against the country.

| Film Star Da’ 03 Shiko

Dead:

Eminent fil’ mand TV actor,
film director * and producer Dara
Shiko died ¢,n Dec 25 at a city
clinic here  He was 65.

Iraq ¥ ighting Fire with
Fire?



