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tion of the JP. But while return-
ing to the party fold, Zafar has
carved out some political gains
which his predecessors - Raz-
zak and Obaid - could not even
think of.

When they went back to the
mainstream organisations, the
rebel leaders ol the breakawaFr
factions of AL and BNP were lett
with no option but to forget
about the issues they had once
differed on. Sheikh Hasina did
not need to promise Razzak that
she would make even slightest
of adjustments in the AL poli-
tics to conform to BAKSAL. In
the same way, Obaidur Rahman
did not even dare remind

Khaleda Zia that he would not
have left the party had she been
a little more democratic.

But Zafar's case seems to be
entirely opposite to those of
Razzak and Obaid. He came out
of the JP in protest against the
party's, or Ershad’s, reluctance
to play the role of a traditional
opposition party in a parlia-
mentary democracy of this sub-
continent., Those days. Ershad/
used to preach an opposition
role that does not oppose the
governing party on every ac-
count. Rather, he found it ra-
tional to hail the government
for a pro-people programme,
had there been any. On top of
that all, the JP chief had vehe-
mently been opposing the idea
of enforcing hartals that, ac-
cording to him at that lime,
causes irreparable damages to
the country's already vulnera-
ble economy.

Ershad was so firm about his
position that the party’s secre-
tary general Naziur Rahman
Manju, a relation of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, did
not fail to take advantage of the
situation. He openly, in front of
Ershad, assaulted Kazi Zafar
Ahmed for an anti-government
speech at a party rally some one
and half years ago. Two months
after the incident, Kazi Zafar
and Shah Moazzem Hossain
left the party to form their own
faction.

Sixteen months after the in-
cident, both Ershad and Naziur
Rahman Manju went to the
city’'s Engineers’ Institution
Auditorium, the venue where
the JP's break-away faction
was holding its council ses-
sions, to welcome Zafar to the
par% fold.

e point that made the case
of Zafar different. rather guali-
tatively different, with those of
Abdur Razzak and K M Obaidur
Rahman, is important. It is not
that Ershad went to welcome
Zafar after the latter had de-
cided to return, rather Zafar de-
cided to go back to Ershad only
after the latter had publicly an-
nounced his ‘anti-government
position’ two weeks ago.

In a public rally in the city
on December 15, Ershad an-
nournced that his JP, along with
other opposition parties, was
now poised to wage a united
movement aimed at ousting the
government of Sheikh Hasina,
that he would go for as many
hartals as necessary to oust the
AL pgovernment, that the JP
leader Anwar Hossain Manju
who is communication minis-
ter in the cabinet of Sheikh
Hasina has either to quit the

overnment or the party. In a

id to sever the official relation
with the government, Ershad
has even gone to the extent of
sacking his one time best friend
Anwar Hossain Manju from the
JP,

‘These are what Kazi Zafar
Ahmed had been demanding of
Ershad. Just bowing to the de-
mands, Ershad repeated his re-
vised positions at the Engineers
Institution on December 28 that
eventually put an end to the ex-
istence of the Kazi led faction of
the JP,

With the BNP and Jamaat-e-
Islami already expressing de-
termination to oust the gov-
ernment of Sheikh Hasina
through movement, not un-
likely that the newly forged un-
derstanding between Ershad
and Zafar would now contribute
to shape up a political polarisa-
tion already familiar to the
people -- a decisive confronta-
tion between the governing
party and the entire opposition.

Mahbub Jamil
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Asghar Karim, Managing
Director of Pacific Services
Limited, was also elected vice-
president of MCCI.

Karim is also on the boards
of directors of a number of
companies including Arab
Ean”[%ad:sh Bank Ltd.

e other members of the
committee are :

1. Chaklader M Alam, FCA,
Manaﬂnﬁ Director of IPDC.

2. Awal, Chairman and
Managing Director of Prime
Composite Mills Limited,

3. Waliur Rahman Ehugran,
Managing Director of BOC
. Bangladesh Limited.

4. A Q I Chowdhury, General
Manager of James Finlay PLC.

5. A Rahim Chowdhury,
Ela:lnaglng Director of AB Bank

t

6. K Z Islam, Managing Di-
Eﬁﬁtnr of Nirman International

7. Habibullah Khan, Manag-
ing Director of Meenhar Sea
Foods Litd

8. Latifur Rahman, Manag-
mfa Director of Transcom Lim-
it

9. Ramzul Seraj, Managlnﬂgi
Etl';uctnr of Elite Internation

10. Feisal Siddiqi, M
Director of Sidko Limited

I1. Feoff Williams, Chief Ex-
ecutive, Standard Chartered
Bank.
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Default, recovery of bank loans

go hand in hand 1n 1998

Default loans of the banks
have increased substantially
over the last 10 months of this
year although recovery also
rose considerably compared to
last year.

Bankers attributed the para-
doxical credit situation to a
higher rate of repayment of reg-
ular loans and lower recovery
from the classified credits,
which altogether stood at a
staggering figure of about Tk

21.241 crore at the end of Octo-

ber.

The total amount of overdue
loans of all state-owned, for-
eign and local private banks
and specialised banks in 1997
was Tk 19,121 crore.

Sources said the volume of
the classified loans increased
because of a low pace of res-
cheduling during the January-
October 1998 period.

"If the downtrend in res-
cheduling continues, the total
classified loan at the end of the

ear will be huge compared to
ast year's," an official of the
Bangfad:sh Bank told UNB.

According to latest available
data at the central bank, the
amount of bad loans during the
first 10 months of current year
am%fllss:d last year's sum total.

e dud money grew by Tk
2128 crore during the period
over last year's mark.

The total outstanding credits
of the banks were about Tk
59,216 crore of which some
35.88 per cent classified as bad
loans.

State-owned banks have so

far disbursed Tk 26,914 crore
while the local private banks
distributed Tk 472 crore in
credit. The foreign banks have
given Tk 10,394 crore while the

specialised banks distributed

8415 crore.

Classified loans of the na-
tionalised banks reached Tk
10,635 crore while of the local

rivate banks Tk 4,440 crore.

e dud money of the foreign
banks stood at Tk 834 crore
while of the specialised banks
Tk 5340 crore.

Meanwhile, the recovery of
overdue loans of the state-sec-
tor, local and foreign private
and specialised banks was Tk
10,894 crore of which the com-
mercial banks recovered Tk
10,320 crore.

The total recovery in 1997
was only Tk 5677 crore.

Rescheduling of overdue
loan was done for Tk 2916 crore
this year while the amount was
more than Tk 3800 crore in
1997. '

Vajpayee disowns VHP's
views on Sen, churches

BHUBANESWAR, Dec 30:
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
jpayee today publicly dissoci-
ated himself from the views ex-
pressed by Viswa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) leaders of Nobel
laureate Amartya Sen and
about the ongoing violent inci-
dents in Gujarat, reports PTI.

"I do not agree with their
views," he told newsmen at the
airport here before leaving for
Port Blair.

Vajpayee said "we are proud
of Sen and I will like to meet
him more because | want to seek
his advice on economic mat-
ters."

When asked about the de-
mand of CPI leader D Raja that
the prime minister should pub-
licly disown VHP, he said, "What
am [ doing now?

The prime minister was also
asked about the allegations that
the VHP leaders were instigat-
ing communal violence in Gu-
jarat,

The matter is to be inquired,
he said, adding, some of the
statements of VHP office-bear-
ers were very unfortunate.

Another report says, a defi-
ant VVHP today said no decision
of any court can stop construc-

tion of temple at Ayodhya as a
udicial verdict cannot apply to

rd Rama and a construction
schedule for the temple would
be decided in February next.

Under the Indian laws, the
deity of a temple is not subject
to judicial review and there is
no case pending a%ainsl the de-
ity in any court of law, assertged
VHP working president Ashok
Sinhal at a news conference in
Jaipur.

All the cases pending in
courts over the Ayodhya issue
were against certain individu-
als or institutions. Therefore,
the courts' decisions cannot be
applied to the deity. Singhal
said.

He challenged jurists and
law experts to refute his asser-
tion.

New general secretary of
VHP Pravin Togadiya said the
eighth 'dharm sangsad
[Religious Bariiamcnt] meetin
in Ahmedabad on February 5-
next year will decide the sched-
ule-for the construction of Ram
Temple in Ayodhya.

Singhal and Togadiya said
the VHP was there to implement
the wishes of saints over the
temple issue and it was not con-
cerned with what the political

parties were thinking about
them. i o o

Replying to repeated queries
regargi{lrgl‘g VHP's differences
with the BJP, the two leaders
said, we are not falling apart as
you are imagining.

AP adds: ith a dozen
churches in ruins, Christian
congregations in western India
are canceling New Year prayers
this year, fearful of provokin
more violence from radica
Hindus on an anti-missionary
crusade.

In the last five days, animos-
ity has polarized Hindu and
Christian villagers in the dry
hills of Gujarat.

The troubles also are re-
bounding against the ruling
BJP, facing demands to protect
the Christian minority from its
affiliated Hindu parties, and
pressure from its hard core sup-
porters to act against what they
call the induced conversions of
poor Hindus to Christianity.

In the latest incidents, two
prayer halls in southern Gu-

jarat were razed Tuesday. Since

Friday, 17 churches, prayer
halls or Christian schools have
been attacked by mobs wieldin
axes, iron bars, hammers an
stones.

Middlemen
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first 10 months this year.

They also said that youths
from rural areas sometime be-
come victims of phoney man-
power agents who try to send
them to Singapore with tam-
pered documents.

Even six months back ,there
were no visa requirement for
Bangladeshis but now Singa-
pore has introduced visa provi-
sion for them too.

Representatives of BMET
(Bureau of Manpower Employ-
ment and Training), different
NGOs and media at the pro-
gramme agreed that BMET
could be instrumental in pro-
moting awareness and provid-
ing training for Singapore-
bound youths.

Dr Habib suggested a consor-
tium of manpower exporting
countries be formed to assert
their stance on migrants.

“"During my recent meeting
with the prime minister, I also
suggested introduction of a sep-
arate gqueue at the airport for
migrant workers and she agreed
in principle,” he said.

Azizul Haq. an official of
BMET., agreed with other partic-
ipants that it could play a more
active role in addressing the
problems of Bangladeshi work-
ers abroad.

PCJSS activist
shot 1n
Khagrachhari

KHAGRACHHARI, Dec 30: A
PCJSS activist suffered bullet
wounds in a sniﬁtr attack at
Baradom in Dighinala thana
Tuesday, reports UNB.

PCJSS sources said snipers
fired shots at Kanti Chakma,
30, while he was going to join a
mass rally in the area.

He was rushed to Sadar Hos-
pital and later shifted to Chit-
tagong Medical College Hospital
in a critical condition.
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Appraisal well at Bibiana

Drilling expected to be
completed in 2 weeks

From Igbal Siddiquee

SYLHET, Dec 30: Drilling of
the appraisal well at the Bib-
iana site in Nabiganj thana of
Habiganj district is expected to
be completed by the second
week of January, sources close
to the US company Occidental
said.

After the drilling, it will
take four weeks more for testing
and logging of the well to ascer-
tain the deposit, ILO, an inter-
national company would per-
form the logging. About 4200
meires were drilled till yester-
day afternoon and the company
has a targeted programme for
drilling 4900 metres, the source
said.

Occlidental struck gas at
Bibiana early this year.

The company officials as
well as the experts of its German
driller company Deutag said the
gas reserve in the structure is
'very good'. The officials of
Petrobangla are also very much
optimistic about the probable
reserve in the location, they
informed. However, the actual
reserve would be ascertained
after completion of drilling of
the appraisal wells and the 3-
dimensional seismic survey,
they pointed out.

The Bibiana well site is in
block 12 where the Occidental
has achieved success. The com-
pany is facing trouble in block
13. Earlier, in block 14 it had
faced a severe blow out in the
Magurchhara Gasfield in June
14 last year. The location was
later abandoned.

The company then started
preparing for another well in
the same structure. But, the

rogress is anything but satis-
actory yet, in the new site —

Kalachhara, which is about 8
kilometres off the Magurch-
hara gasfield, sources said.

The drilling in the appraisal
well ‘Bibiana-2° began on
November 1 with an estimated
budget of US S 13 million. Ear-
lier, the company drilled an
exploratory well 'Bibiana-1" at a
nearby location and struck four
gas zones, the sources said.

The Bibiana gas field is lo-
cated at a remote village on the
bank of the river Bibiana and it
is about 12 kilometres off Sher-
pur on the Dhaka-Sylhet high-
way.

Benazir allowed

to leave for
Dubai

KARACHI, Dec 30: Pakistani
authorities allowed former
prime minister Benazir Bhutto
to board a Dubai-bound flight
today. days after they barred
her ¥rum leaving the country,
an official from her party said,
reports AP.

Benazir left for Dubai today.
said Munawar Suharwardi, a
spokesman of her Pakistan
Peoples' Party.

n Monday, authorities pre-
vented Bhutto from going to
Dubai, saying she may not leave
because of corruption cases
against her. ,

Lahore High Court on Tues-
day gave permission for her to
leave.

"It is a victory of justice.”
Benazir told reporters at the
airport.

Iraq, allied forces fire

missiles at each other

WASHINGTON, Dec 30: US
Jets fired missiles and laser-
guided bombs on a defense site
in southern Iraq early today
after it launched six to eight
missiles at a British aircraft,
government officials said, re-
ports AP.

The US and British planes
returned to their bases safely,
Pentagon officials said.

At the White House, a senior
administration official said
that Iraq fired the surface-to-
air missiles at the British air-
craft. US aircraft responded by
firing several missiles and
laser-guided munitions at the
Iraqi air defense station. :

British bomber first re-

ported the activity at about 9:30
am local time (0630 GMT) near
Talil, Iraq. -
“They visually detected fir-
ing. They took evasive action to
avoid the missiles," said Maj
Joe LaMarca, a spokesman for
the US Central Command, re-
sponsible for American forces
in the Persian Gulf, at MacDill
Air Force Base in Tampa,
Florida. "I don't know for sure
what they (the Iraqis) were fir-
at, but common sense would
tell you that they were firing at
the {Erﬂlah} aircraft.” _
Two US F-16 bombers pa-
trolling the area responded and
fired two anti-radar missiles
and a number of precision-

- firm response to

ided bombs onto the site at
0:15 am (0715 GMT). a Pen-
tagon spokesman said. ;

The aircraft safely departed
the area about a h our later.

A spokesman for the British
Defense Ministr{l said: "The

the latest Iraqgi
provocation is ample evidence
of our commitment” to patrol
the no-fly zone.’

No activity was reported in
the northern no-fly zone. Se-
nior Airman Adam Stump, a
spokesman for Operation

orthern Watch said: "We've
been carrying out flights as
usual today. Everyone arrived
safety. There were no incidents
reported.”
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Five projects
involving
Tk 1,376.31 cr
approved

The Executive Committee of
National Economic Council
(ECNEC) yesterday approved
five projects involving Tk
1,8376.31 crore, including pro-
ject aid of Tk 783.3 crore, re-

UNB.

The approval was given at a
meeting of the ECN held at
NEC Bhaban at Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar with Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

The approved projects are :
Emergency maintenance and
rehabilitation of sub-transmis-
sion and supply system under
the area nthhakziﬂEé:ctll;icity
Supply Authorit T ase.
'I‘k%pd—g crore), Trg.ini nl:l Fine
and Performing Art (Tk 12.47
crore), river protection emer-
gency work on the right bank of
river Brahmaputra 712.75
crore), bio-diversity conserva-
tion in the Sundarban reserve
forest (Tk 382.29 crore) and up-
gradation of Jessore-Benapole
road, including the construc-
tion of alternative road near
Benapole Land Port (Tk 28.78
crore).

Ministers, concerned Cabi-
net Secretary. Principal Secre-
tary to the Prime Minister, sec-
retaries, Governor of the
Ba.ralfladesh Bank and senior of-
ficials attended the meeting.

6 cr new books
to be distributed

among pry students
from Jan 3

The t has decided
to distribute six crore new
books this year among the pri-
mary students free of cost from
January 3. reports UNB.

According to an official
handout issued last night. a de-
cision was also taken to dis-
tribute old books alongside the
new ones during the new year.

It said each student of class
one and class two would receive
one old but useable book while
that of class three and four get
two old books. Each student of
class five will get three old
books alongside the new ones.

Khaleda
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omy, education system. admin-
istration, industry and trade

and business. Law and order
also deteriorated.

Sufferings of the people have |
increased manifold due to

widespread corruption, mis-
management and politicisation
of the administration. she al-

. leged.

The government started bor-
rowing huge amounts from for-
eign banks as local banks have
been facing serious liquidity
crisis. Domestic banks are fac-
ing liquidity crisis due to ex-
cessive borrowing by the gov-
ernment to meet administra-
tive expenditures, she observed.

Begum Zia called upon all
'‘democratic, nationalist and
patriotic political parties as
well as Islamic forces' to unite
and launch a vigorous street ag-
itation to dislodge the govern-
ment.

Welcoming the freshers, the
BNP chief asked them to work
unitedly to further strengthen
the party and build up anti-gov-
ernment movement.

The function was also ad-
dressed, among others, by BNP
secretary general Abdul Man-
nan Bhuivan, Barrister Abdus
Salam Talukder, local leaders
Abdur Rashid Talukder, Mo-
hidul Islam, Mizanur Rahman.
Abdur Rouf Talukder, Khan-
daker Ilias Mortuza and
Shahida Akhter.

Earlier, Begum Zia attended
an iftar party at Dholaipar
High School premises and ad-
dressed local people.

Ctg port
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Port sources said, such a
threat angered the stevedores
who threatened to go for work

+ stoppage at Chittagong port

from 4 pm tomorrow.

On December 25, an agree-
ment was signed between the
guvernmcnt and the leaders of

ock workers on introduction
of an incentive scheme.

As per the deal the dock
workers will get maximum 25
per cent of their wages as incen-
tive based on their performance
from January 1.

., But port users alleged that
they were not allowed enough
time to give their opinion.

Asma
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"If Asma's mother agrees to
donate her kidney we can set a
date for transplantation, most
likely on Monday, Prof Harun,
head of Heg_lﬁmlugy of the hos-
pital told The Dally Star last
night.

e also said, "Asma is now
fit to undergo the surgery. The
time is very appropriate for
Asma. She has no infection and
she has no other complica-
tions."”

Fen
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| The injured could not be identi-

fied.
Police fired 15 warnin
uhgitu and lntﬁbegamu sh
to disperse the oups.
An uneasy calm wnlgrevajl-
ing in the town since evening as
explosions of crackers were
heard in some areas.

......
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dent and Secretary

AFM Yusuf Haider, Ferdous Hossain — new DUTA Presi-

Whites get top DUTA

slots as Blues bicker

By DU Correspondent

Pro-BNP 'White' panel and
Pro-Awami League 'Blue' panel
shared the 15 seats on the exec-
utive committee as Dhaka Uni-
versity teachers chose their new
leaders yesterday.

The Whites secured seven
posts including president and
eneral secretary and the Blues
agged eight posts including
that of vice president and trea-
surer of Dhaka University
Teachers' Association (DUTA).

Dr. AFM Yusuf Haider of
Physics and Provost of Surya
Sen Hall was re-elected presi-
dent, polling 481 votes. His Blue
rival Dr.
414.

His Physics colleague Dr.
Mesbah Uddin Ahmed became
vice president bagging 442
votes. His White panel rival, Dr.
Md Khalilur Rahman of Bio-
chemistry got 419 votes.

White panel nominee Md
Ferdous Hossain of Political
Science was elected general sec-
retary by a narrow margin of
seven votes. He scored votes
to beat his rival, Blue nominee
AAMS Arefin Siddique of
Journalism who pulled 439
votes.

Dr. Md Habibur Rahman of
Marketing was elected trea-
surer. The Blue nominee got 473
votes while his White rival Abu
Ahmed polled 460 votes.

White panel candidate Dr.
Jahangir Hossain Sarder of Fi-
nance and Banking was elected
joint secre . He ed 446
votes while his rival Blue can-
didate Dr. Mizanur Rahman got
395 votes.

Dr. SMA Fayez of White
panel! got the highest number of
votes among members.

The Blues won six of the 10
executive committee member
seats. They were Abdul Mannan
Chowdhury of Management
(447 votes), Dr. RIM Aminur
Rashid of Physics (473). Dr.
Nilufar Nahar of Chemistry
(410), Dr. Mohammad Moniruz-
zaman of Bangla (449), Dr. MD.
Anwar Hossain of Biochem-
istry (433) and Dr. Md Hossain
Mansur of Geology (436].

The four ite members
were Dr. Abul Kalam Manzur
Morshed of Bangla (426 votes),
Dr. SMA Fayez of Soil Science
(510 votes), Dr. Jinnatun Nesa
Tahmida Begum of Botany (461
votes) and Dr. Mamtaz Uddin
Ahmed of Economics (412
votes).

The Left-leaning Pink panel

d Sahadat Ali got -

failed to win a single seat. The

anel put up candidates for all

t treasurer.

The voting took place at the
Dhaka University Club from 10
am to 2 pm. Prof. Hadiuzzaman
conducted the election in which
965 teachers cast their votes,

Observers say the results in-
dicated a clear no confidence in
the way the current crisis re-
garding the alleged sexual as-
sault by teachers is being han-
dled by the university adminis-
tration. It also pointed to the
continued erosion of the Blue
hold on the affairs of the pre-
mier educational institution.

The Blues staged a come-
back in recent years, winning
all major elections that gave
them the control over the poli-
cymaking Syndicate, a clear
majority in Senate, The deans
came from among the Blues. So
did most members of powerful
the Academic Council. The cur-
rent vice chancellor also be-
longs to the Blue panel.

atchers say yesterday's
DUTA results also brought to
surface the feuding factions
within the Blues. Only last
month, the Blues lost vital seats
on the Syndicate because of
what insiders say intra-group
conflict of interests.

Indian navy
chief fired

NEW DELHI, Dec 30: India's
controversial naval chief, who
didn't promote officials rec-
ommended by the Defénse Min-
istry. was fired today following
a long-running spat with top
bureaucrats, reports AP.

“The government has termi-
nated the services of Chief of
Navy Staff Admiral (Vishnu)
Ehagwat with immediate ef-
fect.,” an official statement said.

Youngman drowns
in Kaptai Lake

RANGAMATI, Dec 30: A
oungman drowned in Kaptai
ake on Tuesday evening, re-
ports APB.

The victim was identified as
Mohammad Nurul Islam, 26,
son of Sultan Ahmed of village
Saraggira in Satkania thana of
Chittagong district.

Police said Nurul Islam
drowned in the lake while

fishing.

New Press Club
office-bearers

By Staff Correspondent

Shapan Shaha became the
new general secret of the
Jatiya Press Club while the
count continued for president
"lut the last reports came in late

Badiul Alam was clected
senior vice president and Farid
Hossain vice president, while
Abdul Baten won as treasurer.

for other was
yet to complete till writing of

this report.
Sihanouk's 'no'
to amnesty for

Khmer leaders

PHNOM PENH. Dec 30:
%gndcﬂ Sihanouk refuse
nesday to a amnesty
for two lea}am of the genocidal
Khmer e, setting up a colli-
sion course with his prime min-
ister, who has a]J]edg:d to shield
them from trial, AP.

The refusal casts doubt on
the legitimacy of the deal Prime
Minister Hun Sen has made
with Khieu Samphan and Nuon
Chea to defect to the govern-
ment in exchange for assur-
ances they will not be tried for
crimes against humanity.

"Taking into account they
very wide and undeniable dis-
content of the majority of the
Khmer people, | announce to
this majority that I respect
them and will not renew my
power of amnesty for ma{?r
Khmer Rouge criminals, who
are anti-Cambodian people,”
the king said.

Sihanouk, 76, receiving
medical treatment for a brace of
ailments in Beijing, made the
comments in his palace bul-
letin.

Sihanouk said that an in-
ternational tribunal would
have "the perfect right to take
up the case of genocide in Cam-

bodia.
Protest
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The Daily Star when asked if he
was protesting the controver-
sies and chaos on the campus
surrounding the allegations of
abuse by teachers.

The professor spoke of his
plans to launch a campaign for
a better campus situation, to
which some 20-25 teachers had
already lent support.

Activists of left-wing Bang-
ladesh Chhatra Union also
expressed solidarity with him.

Manju expelled °
: From Page 1

ouster from power.

The schism that rocked the
JP boat began with a wrestlin
bout between Kazi Zatar Ah
and present Secretary General
of JP Naziur Rahman Manju at
a rally at Manik Mia Avenue
shortly after Ershad was re-
leased from jail on January 8,
1997.

Earlier, Ershad had replaced
Anwar Hossain Manju with
Naziur Rahman Manju party
secretary general as ar
had built pressure for with-
drawing him from the govern-
ment. But it failed to cool their
heels and Kazi Zafar formed a
JP faction bringing the group
close to the BNP-led Seven
Party Alliance and joined its
agitation programimes.
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Hitting Newsstands in the first week of January
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