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INCE our childhood we are
S told the story ol the

famous Niagara Falls. We
also come across this falls in
geography books. Alike many
others, | have been dreaming to
visit this falls ever since I came
to know about it. My dream
came to reality when we
undertook a family trip to the
US in July-August 1998. In my
another travel story published
in The Daily Star in its issue of
20 November 1998, I stated the
background of our US visit.

The City of Niagara Falls is
divided between the USA and
Canada by the Niagara River,
They are called City of Niagara
Falls New York and City of Nia-
gara Falls Ontario. The Ameri-
can part of the Niagara Falls is
located in the City of Niagara
Falls under New York State of
the US. The Canadian part is
located in the City of Niagara
Falls under Ontario Province.
Main tourist attractions in the.
City of Niagara Falls include:
Maid of the Mist; Cave of the
Winds; The Aquarium of Nia-
gara Falls - a place of immense
interest to children, biologists
and zoologists; Castellani Art
Museum; Goat Island, Three
Sister Islands; Niagara Power
Project Visitor Centér; Niagara
. Reservation State Park; Nia-
| gara‘a Wax Museum of History:;

choellkopf Geological Mu-
seum; The Turtle: Native Amer-
ican Center For the Living Arts;
Viewmobile; Whirlpool, world's
largest , 250 feet deep and
Whirlpool State Park; the Win-
tergarden; Fort Niagara; Jet-
boat; Floral Clock; Gorge Ad-
venture; Artpark: Helicopter
Rides:; Butterfly Exhibit; Skylon

- hours to reach the Cit

- nied us duri

Tower: Botanical Gardens:
Minolta Tower; and Wedding
Chapels

We went to visit the Niagara
Falls from the city of New York.
it is about 450 mile from the
New York city. One can go there
either by train or by car. We
went by hirinﬁ a car. Guinﬁ by
car as we all know, renders
some flexibility to visit other
places en route. A return train
ticket per person costs around
$100. Ecur the group, it may be
cheaper if a car or microbus
could be hired. A car or a van
(microbus) could be hired at
around 8 300 for 48-72 hours.
The highway between the ::1113( of
New York and the City of Nia-
gara Falls is also good and

simple. It takes around 8-9
of Nia-

ara Falls from the City New
ork by road. '
Renting a car for long jour-

ney needs two tourmakers to
have autHorised driving license
in the US. | carried along my in-
ternational driving license is-
sued by.the Swiss Authority. My
brother in-law, who accompa-
this journey
from the city of New York had
an American Driving License.
In fact he is a US national and
lives in the city. Initially 1 used
my driving license just to hire
the car. I did not have any in-
tention to drive. I, however, did
drive during our afning to the
City of Nia%lara'l“ Is and jour-
ney back, though I never enjoy
~driving. I had many long dis-
cussions withh my friends in
Foreign Office who, according
to their version, enjoy driving.
My view always differed from

theirs on this issue.
| consider driving necessary
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Far from Home at Niagara Falls
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Originaf!y, 202, 000 cubic feet per second of water flowed over Niagm-FqHs. However, half of this water is

now being diverted for power generation by the US and Canada. Today, Niagara Falls is the
per cent and 75 per cent of the total flow of the Falls is regulated

of hydro electricity

in the free world. Fifty

largest producer

during day and night time respectively for mainly two purposes — for generation of electricity and to prevent
erosion at and around falls sides. This is a unique example of joint cooperation on water

for a person to ensure his or her
daily routine work. I have to
drive to take my daughter to
school, bring her back home, go
to doctors and hospitals for
treatment, go for shopping
(though I do not like to), go to
invitation and for so many
such necessary and urgent
works that I can do without. |
_always argued that if 1 had the
financial capability to recruit a
driver abroad, I would have
never drove,
To me the reason s very
siml];le. |
riving put extra pressure
on mind. I have always to be
careful to avoid accident. My
drivin& motto is also very sim-
ple — "I would not hit any vehi-
cle, any persons or objects”. If ]
can ensure this, | can avoid, in
my opinion, a good percentage,
perhaps 50 per cent of possible
.accidents while I drive. The an-
other reason that I do not like
driving for, is that while driv-
ing 1 cannot enjoy, rather miss
the roadside beauty — architec-
tural beauty of buildings, natu-
ral beauty, so on and so forth. I
am, however, very happy that I
have a car. | never dreamt for a
house. | always dreamt for a
car. The Almighty has given me
the capability to maintain a

management between the USA and Canada.

car. One of my closest friends in
our Foreign Office, Shahidul Is-
lam used to say "my forefathers
never saw a car, father
never thought of it, I have got
it". I share his observation. I
express my fullest satisfaction
at what I have. Thanks to God.

The Falls

Mainly there are three falls
that consist the Ni Falls..
One is on the Canadian side
called Horseshoe-shaped Falls,
because of its shape. It is 172
meters high. Its brink measures
2, 500 feet. More than 90 per
cent of the water of the N
Falls flows over this falls. This
massive volume of water over
this falls is responsible for the
green colour of the water. From

a place called Terrapin Point.
one can get a spectacular view of
the Horseshoe Falls. One can
see this falls from the viewing
platform at the top of the

anadian end of the waterfall.
However, it is also possible to
see the waterfall from near its
base and, for that matter, from
behind. There is actually a lift
which takes people down to
tunnels which run behind the
falls, givinﬁ a staggering view of
the tons ol water crashing over
the edge every second. The force
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~ EXAMINING ENGLISH

Are there Alternatives?

by Bob Ellison

OST of the attention de-

voted to the issue of

public examinations in
the last six months has focused
on security. 'Leakage' of papers
and wholesale copying in
examination halls has become
a worrying national problem
indicating that the scramble for
a pass has taken a serious turn
for the worse.

What this means is that the
results of examinations such as
SSC are thrown into doubt as
the genuineness of performance
comes under the spotlight. We
ask ourselves about the relia-
bility of results. If we took a

articular candidate and asked

im/her to take the same exam-
ination again would we get a
similar pesult? [f we do not get a
result close to the original one,
then the measure being used is
untrustworthy.

There have been many sug-
gestions how to overcome this
problem ranging from expelling
cheats from the exﬁm:]n_atinn
roofir~=-an apparen anger-
ous &urse of action —,}'-t‘-ld tr':fﬂs—
ferring the responsibility for
examinations to district educa-
tion boards, which will work
independently of one another;
how the lattér proposal will
solve the problem is not clear,

In the midst of all this dis-
cussion, it seems that an
equally imiportant issue is be-
ing ignored and that is what are
the purposes of these examina-
“tions. Are they simply about
ranking students as first, sec-
ond. third etc. withput any ref-
erence to what these students
can actually do with the lan-

I% you look at current exam-
ination papers for English at
SSC level, you will see their
emphasis on regurgitating facts
of a literary and linguistic na-
ture which have been commit-
ted to memory by students. And
even where there is an attempt
to examine language, it usually
revolves around an esoteric
knowledge of grammar which
bears little relationship to the
real world of communication.
As a result, unfortunately many
students cannot utter anything
comprehensible, or write co-
herently in a langua%e they
have apparently been learning
for the previous six or seven
years. '

What Can be Done?

It has become almost a
cliche to say that what society
needs as the next millennium
iEpmaches is an increase in its

ills. In English language,
there is a great need for an im-
provement in our ability to
communicate particularly
orally and in writing as the
world becomes one market-
place. '

Evidence from examination
papers in Bangladesh suggests
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that as far as English is con-

cerned students are learning
very few, il any, appropriate
skills.

There is an alternative to the
present approach, of course, but
it is not a simple one to intro-
duce for a number of reasons. In
the first place, it will require 'a
leap into the unknown'’; a place
where the teaching of language
emphasises real communica-
tion. Secondly, teachers will
have to improve their skills in
order to deliver the new curricu-
lum. Finally, in order to get the
support of industry and com-
merce, it will be necessary to
assure employers that this new
examination will measure use-
ful English language skills and
that the results will be trust-
worthy.

The qliestion of examina-
tion securjty is of primary im-
portance as there is no guaran-
tee that new examinations in

“English will be any more suc-
“cessful than the présent 6nes.

There is a need to seek solutions
to some of the problems associ-
atetl with examination leaks
and cheating. For example, the
printing of papers might be
moved outside the country.
Candidates seen to be cheating
would have their examination
numbers noted by two indepen-
dent invigilators and then be
subsequently informed that
their papers would not be ac-
cepted. In the latter case, this
would at least avoid face-to-face
confrontations in the exami-
nation hall.

However, with an emphasis
on skills rather than, for ex-
ample memorisation, there will
at least be a fundamental
change which will move the
teaching of English into line
with what is happening in
many, economically successful
parts of the world.

Test Example

An example of a skills-based
examination follows. It is not
suggested that the example is
appropriate to SSC level at this
stage. However, in the future, it
is hoped that such a test, ad-
justed in cultural content,
would not be too difficult for
students at this level.

This is a common format in
many countries allowing the
testing of a wide range of read-
ing skills: e.g. scanning for spe-
citic information, extracting
important details and inferring
meaning. The answers have to
be sought rather than are pro-
vided as with multiple choice

uestions. Therefore, the 'guess'
actor, is reduced. It is a real
task in that one can imagine a
situation where one might be
given a leaflet of this type from
which information has to be
obtained. In addition, although
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the text is new and cannot have
been memorised, if students
have been taught the skills of
reading well, they should be
able to deal with the questions
without too much difficulty.
Finally, although answers have
to be written, provided it is
clear that the text has been un-
derstood, correct grammar etc.
is not required.

Situation: Your company is
going to re-locate to Rocklands
in London. At a recent staff
meetinﬁ several members of
stafl asked you about how they
could reach the new premises by
public transport. In particular,
they wanted to know about the
new Rocklands Light Railway.

Task: Usinﬁ the information
in the leaflet that you have ob-
tained, write the answers to
their questions. The questions
are given below the leallet.

Your answers should be
brief, but give all the informa-
tion required against the num-
Ll;.ﬂ‘, of the question. For exam-
ple:

Can we use RLR tickets on
other train services?

Yes you can use them on the
Underground and National
Railways.

Leaflet

The Rocklands Light Rail-
way (RLR) came into beinﬁ when
re-development in Rocklands
made it essential to improve
public transport — both for
commuters and local residents.
From the start it proved popu-
lar and it already needs to ex-
pand to meet an increasing de-
mand.

All stations are monitored
by closed circuit TV. In addi-
tion, mobile staff patrol the sta-
tions, which are clean and
brightly lit. The destination of
trains is flashed on an Elec-
tlronic Indicator on station
platforms, and also announced
on the public address system.
Every train has a train Captain,
who checks tickets and can an-
swer queries whilst ensuring
the smooth operation of the
train.

All stations have special
lifts that take wheelchairs and
space is allocated for
wheelchairs on the trains.
Trains were built to take
wheelchairs easily. Each sta-
tion is equipped with a passen-
ger alarm (emergency use only)
which, when activated by a
push button, establishes imme-
diate contact with our control
room. There are emergency but-
tons on trains for passenger use
il warranted. Whilst engineer-
ing work is in progress to im-
{;Jrnvﬂ and extend the railway
after 9.30 pm and at weekends,
until further notice} a special
DLR substitute bus service is op-
erated. The railway is con-
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trolled from the Operations and
Maintenance centre adjacent to
Popular Station. Queries about
the railway are also handled
from here ﬁclephnnc 0171-583
0311) or from our 24-hour in-
formation service 0171-222
1234,

Single journey tickets to all
RLR and Underground stations
can be bought on the day from
the coin-operated ticket ma-
chines in station entrance

- halls. You must have a valid

ticket before you travel. An

assenger without a ticket will

e dealt with in accordance
with the regulations., This may
involve payment of an addi-
tional fare 10 times the value of
the fare avoided, or may lead to
prosecution. London Regional
Transport and National Rail
Travelcards and Capital cards
are valid on RLR trains and
substitute buses provided th
cover the right fare zones. RL
tickets are valid on the Under-
%mund and National Railways.

roup and special tickets can be
bought in advance by writing to
the Rocklands Light Railway,
PO Box 154, London E14 9QA,
and on the day from the RLR In-
formation Centres at Island
Gardens stations (open 10 am to
4 pm weekdays) or at Tower
Gateway station (open 10.45 am
to 3.15 pm mast days).

Questions

1. Where are
checked?

2. Who checks tickets?

3. What can we do if there is
an emergency on the station
platform

4. How do we get tickets for
single journeys?

5. If we are planning a spe-
cial journey for several people,
where can we get tickets?

6. How do we know where the
trains are goin

7. When does the railway
close on weekdays?

8. Can we use RLR trains if
we are working on Saturday?

9. Is it possible for disabled
people to use the RLR?

0. What will happen if we
are on a train and don't have a
ticket?

11. Can we travel on the RLR
without a ticket issued by the
RLR?

12. If it is late at night and
we need information about RLR
services. how can we get it?

13. If we miss the last train,
how can we travel on the RLR
service?

14. While we are waiting for
trains, how are we protected
from thieves and other crimi-
nals who might enter the sta-
tions?

15. Can all National Rail
Travelcards be used on the RLR?

The writer is Test Spe-
cialist with the English Lan-
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by Jim Davis

of the impact of the water on the
rock actually makes the tunnel
walls vibrate. One can also see
et ngmm to Inprmlh“
case e t
from getting wet, though rain
jacket is supplied. It is rather
worth to dare the to feel.
Two falls, one is s
the other, are on the US side.
Their height is 180 feet and
brink is 1100 feet long. Less
than 10 per cent of the water
flows over these two falls.

The smaller of the two
American falls, the Bridal Veil
Falls forms the "Cave of the
Winds". The length of the cave is
75 feet.

The "Cave of the Winds" tour
takes summer tourists on a
boardwalk around the rocks at
the very base of this falls. It is

to go up to the extent
possible the falls through a

wooden-made stair case,.
Though everybody is provided a
water-proof yellow colour ny-
lon jacket and special shoes,
there is no way to avoid ?:t wet
by force and velocity of falling
water. It is a real fun and ter-
rific nce to stand below
the falls and get wet. One can
really feel what falls do mean.
Riding in one of the Maid of

e, Rt T

even closer view of the majestic
sight of the falls. Maid of the
Mist boats take tourists very
close to the base of the Cana-
dian falls. The first maid of the
Mist. a wooden-hulled, coal
fired steamboat, was launched
in 1946. Today there are four all
steel dissel powered Maid of the
Mist boats. Throughout the
decades, apart from world

than" jacket is provided to protect

. terrific view of the upper

the Mist boals provides for an

' Prime Ministers have taken the

famous Maid of the Mist cruise
of Niagara Falls. It is one of the
oldest tourist attractions in
North America. The tourists are
taken on board the cruise, as
close as possible below the falls.
A sort of polythene blue r:tl:
tourmakers from getting wet.
ﬁt there l:nr:ln way to rid of
strong speed water
storm created by falls.

A boy named Daene has been

considered the only miracle of

the Falls. During the incident,
this boy was 7 years old. His
father took him and his sister
in a mechanised boat to see the
m?id of the mist. The boat de-
velo
and finally ca . Everybody
died is boy who was
later rescued. He is now a grown
up man and still considered in
the region as the only miiracle
of the Niagara Falls.

If one goes to the Goat Island,
he or she should travel up-
stream along the water edge.
This route will enable to g:‘ti a

a-

a River and finally lead to

Three Sisters Islands. Three
Sisters could be an attractive
place to visit. The rapids are

gk
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mechanical problem -
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stay overnight at the Niagara
Fa]facit}'lnluththu:tg;of
the falls at night. A double
room costs less than 100 US
dollars there. Alike the whole
America, food is also cheap
there. Sun set renders a fasci-
nating view of the falls. The
falls at night is illuminated by
powerful lights that change
colour cally. The night-
time illumination of the Nia-
ara Falls is one of its most

autifa! and fascinatin Il_ﬂ-
pects. t vantage points for
viewing the falls at night is the

Terrapin Point on the Goat Is-
land in New York or the Near
Table Rock in Ontario. There
are also arr t for "Fire-
works" over the Falls Fri-
day night d the Summer. It
starts at 10:00 . One should
not forget to carry camera
along.
Falls Site — A

Place of Love

In the view of many. the
rushing and foam water at
the falls can remi Freudian
significance. That is how the
falls site could be a favourite
destination for hon TS,
Bly all virtue, it is a romantic
place. The falls have also be-
cmn:“ a place ufumtcsting the depth
of love -
B0 THEy FAve. shee bt rate

lace of ending frustrations of
ailed lovers. According to
available information, during
summer time, on an average
two suicides are reported every
week in the falls. These mainly
occur on the American side and

most of the suiciders arc report-
cdlv voung people. Cooperation
on Waler Management

The water that [lows over

-

:1":".:
i

| bmu ul'u] anl:l n varictjr- o{ birds

like ducks and seagulls that in-
habit the waters there could be
spotted. Proceeding down

siream from Three Sisters [s-
land. one can reach Terrapin

Point from where, as | said be-
fore, Horseshoe Falls could be

viewed.
e Falls at Night

Niagara Falls comes from four
of the great lakes. I'rom the
falls, the water travels down the
Niagara river to lake Onlario,
then the St. Lawrence River be-
fore falling to the Atlanlic
Ocean. The average depth of the
water below the Niagara Falls is

172 feet. Originally, 202, 000
4 euble, feet per second of water

It is advisable that tourists :§
go there before the sun set and ~

owed” over Niagara Falls.
However, half of this water is

-4 unique

now being diverted for ver
fcneration by (the US and

anada. Today, Niagara Falls is
the largest producer of hydro
clectricity in the free world,
Fifty per cent and 75 per cenl of
the iotal flow of the Falls is reg-
nlated during day and nfrEEt
lime respectively for mainly
iwo purposes — for gen=ration
of clectricity and to prevent
erosion at and around falls
sides. This is a unique example
of joint cooperation on water
managcment between Lthe USA
and Canada. On both sides of
the Niagara river, there are four
conservalors/reservoirs — two
on the USA side and two on the
Canadian side, water from
which are heing used for pro-
duction of hydro-electricity.
One third requirement of the to-
tal electricity demand of the
State of New York is met by the
hydro-electricity of the Niagara
Falls. On the other side. almost
total clectricity demand of the
Ontario Province of Canada is
met by the hydro-electricity

ject of the Niagara Falls.

n our region too, we have
enough water resources. For
their maximum utilisation for
development purpose of the
countries of the region, we do
need regional cooperation. This
cooperalion may lorged un-
der sub-regional growth quad-
rangle. A Sub-Regional Water
Management Board may be set
up under this sub-regional
grouping. As the Coordinating
coun of this Quadrangle on
Natural Resources and Energy,
Government of Bangladesh may
wish to raise this issue in the
appropriate forum under the
Quadrangle. A joint water man-
agement approach may also al-
leviate our flooding problem
that causes enormous damages
to our resources and hinders the
space of our cconomic develop-
ment.

The spectacular beauty of the
Niagara Falls is an incredible
experience that one can never
forget. Its wild beauty can be
discussed perhaps only with
some one who has had the
| experience to feel the
awesome vitality of the Niagara
River as it plunges over the
falls, the rising mist and deli-
catc rainbows creatced amidst
nature's lurmoil. Visiting Nag-
ger Falls could thus be a very
cxciting and most enjoyable
irip for the tourmakers from
our country. After facing so
much of hassles in getting US or
Canadian visa, there is cvery
reason to visit this falls.

Moreover, one can easily Eu
to beaches, hills, places like
Disney

lands and others. These
types of tourist attractions are
now available almost in every
f:uun:a' and could be visited
with relatively ease. But the Ni-
agara Falls is the one that one
has to go to the City of Niagara
Falls to visit and opnce some one
is out to the US or Canada for
visit, must try to go there.

The writer is Counsellor in
the Bangladesh Permanent
Mission, nevda.
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Africa N_geds So_I_pe

The image that Africa has in the mainstream western media is that of a continent of famine, disease and

war, ruled by corrupt dictators. But the

thenrselves.

power to change that image lies in the hands of Africans

" URNING  to
nternational news:
amine, war, disease
and corruption in

Africa. And now the weather...”

That's the image of Africa
presented to readers, listeners
and viewers of the mainstream
Western medija. It's an image
that has a huge impact on how
people in the developed world

eive and as a result, can

nder the continent's attempts
to attract investment.

But it's also an image that
can change, according to the
African and European journal-
ists who gathered in Cardiff re-
cently for a conference called
"Reporting Africa: Return to the
Agenda.”

Discussion at the conference
centered around what can be
done to give Africa more
favourable press coverage. First
and foremost, delegates de-
manded better journalism from
the powerful Western media or-
ganisations and argued that a
significant proportion of sto-
ries by foreign correspondents
in Africa lack analysis, back-

ground and context. They criti-

cised news reports that talk
about African problems with-
out mentioning the real reasons
behind them. And the practice
of parachute journalism — in
which TV networks and news-
papers send reporters into a
country for a short time — came
in for heavy complaint, espe-
cially its tendency to tell stories
ol disasters through white
heroes working for aid agencies.

"What we would like to see is
a commitment to present Africa
in all of its diverse elements,"
said Ibrahim Dagash, chief of
information at the Organisa-
tion for African Unity (OAU).
"You are welcome to the
good as well as the bad as long

Mike Crawley writes from Cardiff

aslit is lair, balanced and accu-
rate.

Despite the defensive tone of
some senior British journal-
ists, there was a general will-

- ingness to acknowledge the

flaws of ‘mainstream Western
media coverage and a desire to
improve the quality of journal-
ism on Africa.

However, few were willing to
let the continent lay blameless.
In fact. many delegates — both
Atncan and European — said
the power to change Alrica's
i lies almost exclusively in
the hands of Africans.

"l don't think CNN, BBC,
Reuters and AP can do the job
for us.” said Babacar Fall, act-

general manager of the Pan-

rican News ency (Pana)
and director of Unesco's com-
munications division. "It's up to
us'l"

His comments were echoed
by Donald Woods, the South

rican journalist who wrote
Biko, the book about the life
and death of anti-apartheid ac-
tivist Steve Biko.

"We Africans must stop look-
ing at the Europeans to do
something for us,” he said. "We
Africans have to do it our-
selves.”

The discussions at the con-
ference suggested there are three
main things the continent's

‘leaders must do: take active

steps to improve Africa's image,
be more open to the press and
ultimately, improve the lives of
their citizens so there is less
bad news to report,

Ekwow Spio-Garbrah, who
is switching from his post as
Ghana's
Minister to become Education
Minister, proposed a 10-point
agenda to lead to more balanced

Communications

and accurate coverage of Alfrica.

On the top of his list was a
challenge to the leaders and
citizens of Africa to do more
things that produce positive
news. He also called for more
funds in the communications
sector, more press attaches and
information officers at African
diplomatic missions, and more
international public relations
campaigns by African govern-
ments.

Demands were frequent for
government leaders to be more
open and honest and to create
freedom of information laws.
Delegates tried to emphasise
that being closed to the news
media does not result in better
media coverage, that clamping
down on journalists is the
quickest way to getting bad
press and incurring the wrath
of the international commu-

nit{".,
oods cited a recent example

of a move to hide the truth t
actually increascd negative

press coverage: The African Na-
tional Congress's attempt to
block parts of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission's
report. Only a small portion of
the report criticised the tﬂLHC.
but by trying to suppress them,
the RKIC dregw more attention to
the criticisms.

For all its flaws, the media
must be allowed to report freely,
said Joe Kadhi, a journalism
lecturer at the University of

Nairobi.
*There are issues which have

to be reported whether we like it
or not," Kadhi said. "Whether we
avree with what they say or
what they don't say, we should
at least let them say it."
Although he is critical of
some foreign correspondents

‘naming the Western

for not looking behind the story
— especially when it comes to
and
institutions that cooperate with
corrupt African leaders — Kadhi
says Western journalists have
often been a force for positive
change in Africa.

Tim Traverse-Healy, a for-
mer president of the Institute
for Public Relations, said lead-
ers must realise it's their job —
and not the media's job — to try
to improve the images of their
countries.

"It's absolutely arrogant for
institutions, be they corpora-
tions or governments, to even
consider that the media is there
to spread their message," said
Traverse-Healy. He also said
that leaders will develop an im-
age of credibility by earmnﬁ]a

. reputation for telling the tru

"African governments
should develop communica-
tions skills,” added Peter Cole,
former deputy editor of The
Guardian of London.

Despite the emphasis on
better public relations and
more openness to the press,
many delegates said that
Africa’s image will improve the
most when Africa improves.
The fact is. there are wars,
famines and corruption in
Africa and no one can expect
journalists to ignore them.

But when things change,
when there are uctions in
poverty, improvements in edu-

cation. better health care and
more responsible government.

the media will be obligated to
tell that side of the Alrican
story as well.
— Gemini News
The writer is a Canadian
journalist working in London
for Gemini News on a fellow-
ship from the International
Development Research Centre.

Farewell to US Weapons

Beena Sarwar writes from Panama

ENTRAL America is get-
ting ready to enter the
third millennium without
the presence in Panama of a US
military .enclave whose exis-
tence throughout this century
has been a thorn in the side of
Eim region's incipient democra-
es.

-On Dec. 31, 1999, the United
States will withdraw from
Panama's Canal Zone, where
the US Army's Southern Com-
mand exerted political influ-
ence on Central America and
from where Washingtion
launched mili opera-

tions, including one that top

i’nnm':&emm] Manuel
oriega in late 1989,

The Southern Command,

which is assi operations
thro t Latin America, was

-m from Panama to Miami
, in 1996 under treaties signed

between the two governments in
1977. However, 4,400 US sol-
diers are still stationed in the
Canal Zone. .

Until 1983, the US military
base in Panama also housed the
School of the Amerieas, which
gave training to most of the
milit dictators who seized
?ower n Latin America in the

960s and 1970s.

They include Chile's sto
Plnn::st;et. charﬂa :;I Anﬁutl—
sio moza, olivia's ugo
Blll.naer. and himaelf.g

"Girl, hide, here come those
T s T

l“ l -
lar rhyme by children in
the San M neighbourhood
of the Panamanian capital in
the 1940s. The ditty was a
legacy of constant US Elvuinlu

between 1856 and 1989, which
did not target Panama alone.
The US invaded Honduras in
1911 and 1933 and Nicaragua in
1912 and 1927.

US troops left Nicaragua
without being able to defeat the
resistance of the popular army
led by General Augusto Cesar
Sandino.

At the Palmerola military
base in central Honduras, there
is still a group of 500 US sol-
diers of the Southern Command
which its activities in the

1980s, when Washington
backed the war against the
Sandinista government in
Nicaragua.

The Salvadoran army was
also assisted by US military
advisers from the Southern
Command

during that country's

eivil war which began in the
1980s and ended in the early
1990s, when the government
and the guerrilla signed a peace
accord.

Panamanian writer Carlos
Ch arin, who has repeat-
edly denounced US interven-
tion in Central America in his
work. pointed out that follow-
ing the end of the Cold War, the
forces of democracy are leading
the world towards relationships
with the United States that are
free of coercion.

US Secretary of Defence
William Cohen told a recent In-
ter-American Conference of De-
fennce Ministers in Cartagena,

Colombia, that his government
was ating the establish-

ment of a centralised, multilat-
eral centre to fight drug tral-

ficking with some r nal
ficking with ;some_regionsn



