Farmers passing days in panic
PATUAKHALI, Dec 28 : Police sometimes give protection to

lathials who forcibly harvest the paddy of marginal farmers at
Char Epa.g:t in Bauphal thana, some farmers have alleged, re-
s : :

por\tvhen the lathials, hired by big landowners, enter into the
char area, they are sometimes seen accompanied t:lyl'npullccmen
from the newly set up outpost set up by Eurhalglt‘.tﬁ:l thana on
the eastern side the Tetulia river, they alleged. The matter was
brought to the notice of Bauphal police, but no action has been
taken so far, they said. The farmers told that they are passing
days in fear following threats from lathials.

12 political killings in 13 months

FENI, Dec 28 : Twelve political activists belonging to both
ruling and opposition parties were killed in the district in en-
ﬁ:‘gﬂﬂ with their rivals during the last 13 months, reports

Official sources said, eight of them belonged to the ruling
Awami e and its front organisations w
oppositionn Bangladesh Nationalist leaders and workers. The
leaders and activists of Awami League and its front organisa-
tions, who were brutally murdered are UP Chairman Rezaul
Karim, Sramik League leader Azizur Rahman Milon, Abdul
Mannan, Abul Kashem, Didarul Alam, Manjur Hossain
Chowdhury Shamim, Saleh Uddin and Abul Kashem. From
BNP the list of those killed comprises Sohanur Rahman Sohan,
Nurunnabi, Mohammad Yeakub alias Sabuj and Mizanur
Rahman, were murdered by their rivals d the period from
November 1997 to December 1998, the sources said.

Irregular attendance of employees

KISHOREGANJ, Dec 28 : The normal functioning of the gov-
ernment offices here is being hampered seriously due to irregu-
lar attendance of the officers and employees, reports UNB,

Sources said the ts':,rutzl»':nr:¥1 of irregular attendance is notice-

" able mostly in the offices of the thana headquarters specially in
haor areas. Most of them serve here keeping their families at
their village homes. A large number of atﬁcials and employees
are found absent in offices on Thursday when many of them
take leave to spend the weekend with their families. The worse
situation can be witnessed on Sundays as most of them return
late on the day. The attendance rate is the lowest in four haor
thanas of the district as most of the officers and employees pre-
fer haor thanas of the district as most of the officers and em-
ployees prefer haor areas’ job to draw their monthly salaries
remaining absent most of the days. Four health complexes in
the four haor thanas are worse afiected by the low percentage of

~attendance.

Wheat alloted for FWP projects

NETRAKONA, Dec 28 : The government has alloted 2,120
tonnes of wheat for the execution of 158 projects under Food for
Works Programme (FWP) in ten thanas of Netrakona district in
the current financial year, reports BSS.

The projects are being implemented under the supervision of
district relief and disaster management department. An official
source said, the projects included construction and reconstruc-
tion of different kutcha roads, road cum embankments and cul-
verts, reexavation of derelict ponds and earth work in different
educational and religious institutions. The work on these pro-
jects has alreadfrl been started and is expected to be completed
within the month of April next, official source added.

Sanction in different sectors

PIROJPUR, Dec 28 : Government has so far sanctioned Tk
56.20 lakh in different sectors to recoup the losses caused by the
recent devastating flood, reports UNB.

Jut the quantity of sanctioned money is quite inadequate to
overcome the losses incurred the poor and marginal farmers
here, local leaders alleged. Of the allotment, Tk 30 lakh in
communication and infrastructure sector, Tk 1.20 lakh in live-
stock sector, Tk five lakh to rebuilt embankments and Tk 20
lakh in agriculture sector. According to the latest statistics,
crops on 1,37,000 hectares of land worth about Tk 21 crore have
been damaged by the century worst calamity while fishes of Tk
8.11 crore were washed away. Besides, 200km roads, 230 educa-
tional institutions, 259 bridges and culverts and 390 mosques
and shrines were damaged completely or partially. A total of
| 12,033 dwelling houses have been damaged completely while
34,867 partially.

Drug addicts on rise

NARAIL, Dec 28 : The mumber of drug addicts has been in-
creasing in an alarming proportion in 10 south-western dis-
tricts of the country ih recent days, reports UNB. .

Frustrated youths, students, activists of different political
parties and their front organisations are the majority among
the addicts. Drugs like heroim. hemp, phensidyl, t}gium. CO-
caine and injections are being sold everywhere in the region,
said the witnesses. The drugs are entering into the country
through different border points of Satkhira, Jessore, Kushtia,
Meherpur and Chuadanga districts. Some organised gangs in
connivance with a section of dishonest officials and employees
are allegedly involved in the illegal trade.

Teachers' confce in Rangamati

RANGAMATI, Dec 28 : Chairman of the Task Force on Repa-
triated Tribals and Internal Refugees Rehabilitation Affairs,
Dipankar Talukder, MP urged the members of the teachers'
community to discharge their responsibilities with dedication
terming them as the architects of the future leaders of the coun-
try, reports BSS.

He was addressing as the chief LF;uf:st in a conference held at
Shahid Abdul Ali Academy recently. Organised by Chittagung
Hill Tracts Teachers' Association, the conference was preside
over by president of the district teachers' association, Shanti-
moy Chakma. Chairman of Rangamati Hill District Local Gov-
emnment Council, Ching Kew Roaza attended the conference as
the special guest.

15 sex workers arrested

RAJSHAHI, Dec 28 : Police on Thursday in a raid arrested 15
sex workers along with 17 customers from two residential ho-
tels of the town here, reports UNB.

A team of police led by an Assistant Commissioner con-
ducted the raid in Metropolitan hotel and Surjamukhi hotel at
Kumarpara and detained the anti-social elements. Flesh
traders from remote areas come to the residential hotels of the
town and engage in illegal activities vitiating the atmosphere,
the sources said.

UP chairman's bail petition rejected

JAMALPUR, Dec 28 : A magistrate court here recently re-
ected a bail petition of a UP chairman and sent him to jail

azat, reports UNB.

Abdur Rashid. chairman of Noapara Union Parishad in Is-
lampur thana, was arrested on Sunday night for alleged misap-
propriation of VGF wheat and violating the chastity of a female
member. Two cases were filed against Rashid. Last week the
5nv¢:mmcnl had temporarily suspended the chairman of

oorkhali Union Parishad Ziaul Haq for his alleged misappro-
priation of relief goods.

Traffic jam common in Natore town

NATORE, Dec 28 : Traffic jam in the town has turned quite
acute, as a result of which pedestrians do not find it safe to
move along the main thoroughfares, reports APB. -

The Natore bus terminal, Madrasah crossing, Chhayabani
Cinema Hall crossing and the kutcha bazar road are said to be
the worst-affected. Besides, sufferers say, the old hospital
crossing, rail station, Ekotar square and railgate areas experi-
ence nasty traffic congestion more often than not. Traffic po-
licemen said that indiscriminate parking of vehicular traffic,
loading and unloading of trucks by waysides and encroachment
of the roads by vendors and shopowners caused most of the
traffic jams.

Open sale of rectified spirit

KISHOREGANJ, Dec 28 : The number of drug
alarming rise in the district giving rise to anti-social activities,
reports UNB.

Most of the addicts are student, transport workers, rick-
shaw-pullers and sweepers. Local people alleged that they use
rectified spirit and phensidyl syrup almost openly as these
items are available in medical stores, stationary, grocery shops
and some other points of the town. Some dishonest homeo-
pathic doctors are selling spiril to the addicts at exorbitant
price, they alleged. As per the government rule, licenses for rec-
tified spirit are only issued to the bonafide homeopathic practi-
tioners and homeopathic medicine manufacturers. To meet the
cost of their drugs the addicts are engaged in various anti-social
activities including illegal trade, smuggling, theft and hijack-

ing.

Timbers recovered
RANGAMATI, Dec 28 : The Chittagong Hill Tracts Forest De-
ment (North) on special drives recovered about 13,300 cubic
timbers worth Tk 70 lakh from different ranges of the dis-
trict in last one month, reports UNB.

Of the recovered timber, 4,000 cft were recovered from
Pablakhali range while 600 cft from Shishak. 5,000 cft from
B%lghat, 2, cft from Naraichhari, 700 cft from sadar and
¥ cft from Kachalang Zukh ges. Apart from this, the
Forest artment also seized a truck, a jeep and 25 boats and
filed 110 forest cases with the Rangamati court.
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date tree at

village Gobindapur in Jhenidah municipal area.
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| Card phone system in

Jamalpur in shambles

JAMALPUR, Dec 28: Card
phone systemn in the district is
on the verge of closure due to
lack -of maintenance and care
causing sufferings to the users,
reports UNB. '

An official source said, a to-
tal of 10 telephone booths have
been set up so far in the district
of which, six have been set up in
sadar thana while the rest at
three thana headquarters — two

in Sarishabari and one each in

Melandah and Bakshiganj
thanas.

In the town, two booths set
up at telegram office and rail-
way station remained inopera-
tive for long and the other four
also go out of order most of the
timne,

It is impossible for an em-
ployee of the telephone depart-
ment to work to two districts —
Jamalpur and Sherpur and to

inspect and repair the faults of
card phone booths simultane-

ously.
Local people alleged that
they can not avail the card

phone facilities as most of the
phones that are operative re-
main stopped due to closure of
market and head st office
where the booths were set up.

The sufferings of the users
are being intensified due to lack
of regular technical surveil-
lance system to remove the
technical faults.

Local people also alleged
that a section of unscrupulous
people is selling cards at high
prices taking advantage of its
scarcity.

Local leaders urged the gov-
ernment and concerned au-
thorities to take necessary steps
to repair the booths and take
necessary measures for its
maintenance and care.

Nat

'Rice-paddy procurement

drive failing in Sherpur

From Our Correspondent

SHERPUR, Dec 9. The tar-
get of rice-paddy procurement
rive is failing miserably in the
district as the market price is
higher than the procurement
price fixed by the government.
The District Food Depart-
ment failed to procure any rice
or paddy in the current 'Aman'
season since November as
against its target of 3,000 mts
rice and 1.000 mts paddy. :
Rice and paddy are being
sold at Tk 600 per maund and
Tk 400 per maund in different
hat-bazars but the government
rate is Tk 480 and Tk 304.
Thana-wise break-up of pro-
curement target is as follows:

1,200 mts rice and 210 mts of

paddy in sadar, 800 mts of rice
and 288 mis of paddy
itabari, 300 mts of rice and 152
mts of paddy in Nakla, 330 mnts
of rice and 152 mts of paddy in
Sreebordi and 370 mts of rice
and 200 mts of paddy in Jheni-

gati thanas, according to offi-

cial sources.

The procurement drive start-
ing from the last month will
continue till February 28. The
food department has taken-a
decision to directly purchase
paddy from the farmers and
rice from the millers.

Meanwhile , the mill owners
alleged they are facing acute

Performance of
satellite schools
far from
satistactory

SYLHET, Dec 28: The per-
formance of the satellite
schools here, set up to expedite
the implementation of univer-
sal primary education pro-
gramme, is far from satisfac-
tory, reports UNB.

According to local elite, the
number of school is not in-
creasing, rather a stagnant sit-
uation is prevailing in the ex-
isting ones due to lack of prag-
matic steps of the authorities
concerned.

Sources said, a total of Bl
schools had been established in
eight thanas of the district from
1993 to 1997 and the number of
student enrolment now stands
at 4,031.

No new school was set up in
the last one year and there is no
such institution in the rest
three thanas.

Academic atmosphere is be-
ing disrupted at the satellite ed-
ucational institutions as the
teachers are found reluctant to
their duty with a very low hon-
orarium of Tk 500 per month.

Malpractice has been re-
ported in distribution of books
among the learners along with
lack of supervision, added
sources.

Local leaders urged the au-
thorities concerned to take sin-

., cere initiative to solve the exist-

ing problems of the schools
immediately.

in Nal- .

problem as the rice and paddy
marketl is being controlled by
some middlemen.

Farmers alleged that they
could not sell the paddy and rice
to the purchasing centres due to
its fixed low price.

Restoration of
train service

demanded

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Dec
28: The passengers includin
the businessmen have been sulg
fering much due to the suspen-
sion of four train services out of
the five here, reports UNB.

Official sources said the
Railway Authority has declared
suspension of four trains dur-
ing last November after consid-
frir:ﬁlthr: sustaining losses.

e trains include no 6 Cha-
painawabganj-Sirajganj, no
262 Chapainawabganj- Siraj-
ganj. no 564 Chapainawabganij-
Rohonpur and no 571 Cha-
painawabganj-Parbatipur.

Only no 16 Chapainawab-
ganj-Khulna train is operating
its service though irregularly.

Meanwhile, local people
formed a Sangram Parishad
with the local political leaders
of different parties recently
handed over a memorandum to
the Deputy Commissioner to
press home their demand for
restoration of the suspended
train services.

R
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In Faridpur dist
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Date juice extraction yet to

start in full swing

FARIDPUR, Dec 28: Faridpur
district is famous for date mo-
lasses or ‘patali’ from time
immemorial. This molasses or
patalli is made from juice ex-
tracted from date trees during
the winter season from Novem-
ber to February.
~ The extractor locally called
gachi’ bring the grown up date
trees under process for extract-
ing juice in late November or
early December. But this year
hundreds of date trees are re-
portedly lying unprocessed.

It is learnt from the owners
of the date trees that extractors
or gachis are hardly available,
if available, they are reportedly
very much reluctant to do their
Juice extraction job.

When contacted several
gachis namely Arshad, Chandu

From Our Correspondent

Mia and Kalam Mia of different
areas told this correspondent
that this seasonal job once
profitable is now a loosing con-
cern. They also added that un-
ruly and terrorist boys of the
locality forcibly take away the
Juice with ‘pot' locally called
Hari every now and then at
ni tthSﬂﬂ;i!ht}r do not dar:l: to

e the of pr ate
trees. They also m that
they have no so much cash
money as required to invest
initially for purchasing neces-
sary instruments such as bill-
hooks, chhenies of pest quality
and other things which are
needed to process the trees. On
the other hand, they as day-
labourers are earning Tk 70 to
Tk 80 a day, they said.

Though now is the high time

to process the date trees, acute
of gachis has been pre-
in the district especially

in and around the town.

The owners of the date trees |

are of opinion that the con-
cerned authority should come
forward to sanction small loan
for the his to encourage
them to stick to the profession
to u the date molasses in-
dustry in the district resul
in the continuity of norm
market price of the molasses.
o At Prm new date mo-
SSes or is being sold at
Tk 30 to Tk 35 a kg in different
markets of the town. It is ex-
ted that the price of the mo-
asses of patali will come down
if most of the date trees are
brought under process, they
said.

——

Pabna Free Day observed

Renewed pledge to establish
human rights -

PABNA, Dec 28: With re-
newed pledge to establish wom-
ens’ rights and universal hu-
man rights in Bangladesh, the
28th anniversary of "Pabna
Mukta Dibash” was observed
here with Freat enthusiasm on
December 19.

A total of 600 men and
women participated there.The
day was observed under the
auspices of Pabna Mukta
Dibash Udjapan Sanjukta
Parisad.

The parishad was consti-
tuted comprising of 12 organi-
sations in the district namely,
Shiksha-O-Sangskrit Charcha
Kendra, Samata Samaj Kalyan
Samity, Bachtay Chai, Mahila
Parisad, Young Womens' Chris-
tian Association. Nari Forum,
Pratyasha, Hard, Pragati,
Rovers and Boyscouts Associa-
tion and Sammilita Manabad-
hikar Parisad.

Rafiqul Islam Bakul, MP, a
valiant freedom-fighter of
Pabna inaugurated the pro-
grammes by hoisting the na-
tional flag in Pabna Town Hall.

Later on a colourful rally
with all wearing caps. carrying
banners, festoons and singing
songs of the Liberation War pa-
raded the main thoroughfares
of the town. Cenvenor of the
Parisad Advocate Ranesh
Maitra, Rafiqul Islam Bakul
MP. Ex-MP Advocate Amzad

-

"BSCIC training
course ends

MADARIPUR, Dec 28: A two-
day training course on unem-
Flnyed male and female youths
or creating self-employment
opportunities, organised by
Bangladesh Small and Cottage
Industries Corporation (BSCIC),
concluded here at BSCIC office
on December 24, reports BSS.

BSCIC office sources said, a
total of 58 unemployed male
and female youths from differ-
ent areas of the district took
part in the course.

The training programme
was aimed at ereating employ-
ment opportunities for the
downtrodden at the grassroot
level through income generat-
ing programme. After the com-
pletion of the training course
these youths would given

¢+ loan for small industry.
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Hossain. Prof Shahana Begum.,

PABNA: Rafiqul Islam Bakul MP, inaugurating the p
grammes of Pabna Free Day by hoisting the national flag. .

the following season, they say.

From Ranesh Maitra

Rubina Khatoon and Matinda
Sarathi Chakravarthy led the
rally. After reaching at the
newly inaugurated monument
of the Liberation War named
"Durjoy Pabna”, the partici-
pants laid floral wreaths there.
Advocate Ranesh Maitra who
was an organiser of the Libera-
tion War sf.tnkl: briefly there.

The rally returned to the
starting point and dispersed
near Banamali Institute.

A discussion meeting was
also held with Ranesh Maitra

Peasants celebrating

Nabanna festival

RANGPUR, Dec 28: With the
advent of winter and harvesting
of crops, ts have n to
celebrate the traditional '‘Na-
banna’ festival in the northern
districts of the country. reports
APB.

Local peasants have already
harvested their ‘ropa’
(transplanted) 'Aman’ crops.
They are happy to be able to
harvest their crops although
those suffered damaged by nat-
ural calamities.

They believe that it was
compulsory for them to cele-
brate the ‘Nabanna festival.
One who eats new rice before
taking the ‘Nabanna’ food, runs
the risk of being a loser during

i
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in the chaif. Waziuddin Khan
MP, was the chief guest while
Rafiqul Islam Bakul MP, and
Advocate Amzad Hossain, ex-
MP, were the special guests,
They spoke on the eventilul
days of the Liberation War.They

pledged anew to establish hu-
man rights including women's
rightu in Bangladesh. Prof.
Shahana Begum, Matinda
Sarathi Chakravarty, Rubina
Khatoon, Abdul Baten, Abdur
Rab, Abdus Salam and Shamim
Ara Shammi. also addressed
there,

Later on a colourful cultural
function was held. Local
artistes namclg Daud, Lucky,
Liton, Ripon, Sudipta Sultana,
Boishakhi, Seema, Leema, La-
bani, Raoshan Akhter Russo,
Sifat Rahman Sanam, Tandra.
Mini, Shifa, Shukla, Jimi,
Pakham, Sunam, Barsha, Esha,
Barna and Pralaya Chaki took
part in the function.

| Abducted girl

- yet to be
rescued

mﬂ;;ﬂ(:ﬁﬁﬂ. Dec 28: Police
C not recover a teen-age girl
after six months of her gdgcr
tion from Coachpara in
Raninagar thana, reports UNB.

Family sources said Arzina
Banu, 14, daughter of late
Ayezuddin, was abducted by
some miscreants of the sam
:.:'lca on Jrlgty 7, ﬂli:h]rear while

€ was ome from
e . uming

Mother of the victim field a
case with the local police. Sub-

uently, police arrested one
of accused, but could not get
any information about the vic-
tim from him.

even could not arrest

any other accused though the
local people said many of them
are staying in the locality and
the main accused has been serv-
ing in an office in the neigh-
bouring Atrai thana.

The family members of the
victim sought intervention of

the high police officials into the
matter.

Septuagenarian
killed in land
related clash

SATKHIRA, Dec 28: A u-

was killed and four

were injured in a land re-

lated clash between two rival

groups at Thana Ghata village

in Asasuni thana en Monday,
reports UNB. '

The victim was identified as
Surjakanta Gain, 70. The in-
jured were rushed to the
Asasuni thana health complex.

Witnesses and said the
clash erupted following the al-
tercation between Surjakanta
and his rivals on the demarca-
tion of a disputed plot of land.

The postmortem of the body
was performed in the district
General Hospital on Tuesday.

Police arrested one Ranijit
Mandal in connection with the
murder. -

Another report says: Three
motor cycles were stuK:n from a
house in Kaliganj thana on
Sunday. Police said the thieves
broke the grills and doors of the
house open and took the motor
cycles away.

Police said the hoodlums
were gnin% to Uzalipur by a mo-

0

tor cycle for committing a rob-
bery. A
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