DHAKA MONDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1998 ' The Beily, Star 11
——————————————————————— TN\ .
T S : 3 3 &

""" S African minister .|
visits Bangabandhu

Memorial Museum

Visiting South African Min-
ister for Law and Justice Dr ‘Ab-
dullah M Omor visited the
Bangabandhu Memorial Mu-,
seum at Dhanmondi in the city
i#." % | | yesterday, reports APB.

TR e T * Dr Omor went round differ-
1 | ent sections of the museum and

St R e, ave ¢ Ve R #1 | tal killings of Bangabandhu
. | and his family members.

He signed the visitors' book
and placed a wreath on the por-
trait of Bangabandhu. Dr Omor
was also presented with some
S . & . W | booklets on the life and works
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The results of BBA admis-
sion test (1998-99 session) of
Dhaka University were pub-
lished on Saturday. reports
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Visiting South African Law and Justice Minister Dr Abdullah M Omar placing wreaths at
the portrait of Bangabandhu at the Memorial Museum at Dhanmondi yesterday.
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BNP, JP, Jamaat
activists of Palash
thana joins AL

A number of leaders and
workers from different politi-
cal parties under Palash thana
of Narsinghdi district yesterday
joined Awami League, a press
release said, reports BSS.

Activists are of BNP, Jatiya
Party, Jamaat-e-Islami and
Ganatantrik Party and a newly
elected Commissioner of Gho-
rashal Paurashabha joined
Awami League at the Awami
Foundation office in the city.

Speaking on the occasion
LGRD and Cooperatives Minis-
ter Zillur Rahman called upon
the newcomers to work together
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina to
make the country free from

verty and hunger as dreamt

y Father of the Nation Ban%gv
- bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Ra
marn.

Among others, Meher Afroz
Chumki, Narsinghdi district
Awami League acting president
Asaduzzaman Advocate, gen-
eral secretary Mahbubur Rah-
man Bhuiyan and Poura Com-
missioner Matin Sarker spoke
on the occasion.

Clinton's Ramadan
greetings to

-

world Muslims
President as ex-
tended his wa gs and
felicitations to Muslims all

over the world on the occasion
of the holy month of Ramadan,
reports APB.

In a message the US Presi-
dent said Ramadan is a special
time of reflection and renewal
for Muslims.

"Through fasting and de-
voted reading of the Quran,
Muslims strengthen their faith
and deepen the compassion that
gives their religion such dignity
and power in the s of Mus-
lims and non-Muslims alike,”
President Clinton said,

He said Ramadan is a time
for renewing spirituality and
recognising the bond of com-
mon humanity.

Clinton noted that Islam is
becoming one of the fastest
growing religions in the world
with six million Americans
professing it, says a USIS press
release.

. Describing Ramadan as a

time of stock-taking, he said it
is a time to remember all that
we have done and all that we
have yet to do to make the world
worthy of its Creator.

Clinton wished health,
prosperity and happiness of all
Muslims and their families.

Pragoti Samaj Kalyan

Sangstha executives

A 19-member executive
committee of Pragoti Samaj
Kalyan Sangstha has been
elected for 1998-2000 with Md
Azizur Rahman and Mahbubur
Rahman as president and gen-
eral secretary respectively. says
a press release.

The election was held at the
Sangstha's Bangshal office in
the city on December 11.

The other office-bearers of

the committee are: Vice Presi-
dents — Md Sultan Ahmed, and
Jamal Uddin Babla: Asstt Gen-
eral Secretary — Md Selim; Or-
%a.nising Secretary — Md Za-
arullah Zafru; treasurer —
Mainuddin Khokon: library
secretary — Sarafat Hossain;
Publicity Secretary — Aslam
Parvez, Cultural Secretary —
Mujibar Rahman Sumon;
Sports Secretary — Yar Mo-
hammad Babu: office secre-
tary— Saleh Mohammad: and
members — Md Ershad, S R
Shaheen, Masud Nawaj Liton,
Md Liton, Shamsul Alam Arif,
Ahsanul Haq and Solaiman
Moina.

17,00 hectares to be
brought under wheat

cultivation project
MEHERPUR, Dec 27: District
Agriculture Extension Depart-
ment has taken up a pro-
ﬁramme to bring 17,000
ectares under wheat cultiva-
tion in the two thanas of the
district in the current '‘Rabi’
season, reports BSS,
An official source said. the
oduction target of wheat has
mﬂmﬂ at 42,000 tonnes.
t has alre
taken all ations to .ﬂ?
Ply quality seeds, fertilisers
and pesticides among the farm-
ers at fair price to make the

wheat cultivation programme a
SUCCESS.

‘Policy to be formulated soon

for proper land use

A policy will soon be formu-
lated for proper land use, plan-
ning and its management in the
country, reports APB.

riculture Secreta Dr
AMM Shawkat Ali disclosed
this at a national workshop on
"Land Use and Land Degrada-
tion Situation in Bangladesh”
at the BARC conference room in
the city yesterday.

Underpinning the need for
proper use, planning and man-
agement in view ol increasing
pressure on land, he said the
proposed policy would incorpo-
rate modalities of its optimum
use.
Dwelling on the relation
between land use in agriculture
and industry, Dr Ali said low
productivity in agriculture was
not only due to degradation but
also due to other factors like
agro-economy and the present
state of lack of harmonious

balance in land distribution.

Land for housing, industry
and infrastructure in the coun-
try are now experiencing con-
flicting use, he said and called
upon the experts to find ways
and means to strike a balance
between agriculture and infras-
tructure for ensuring proper
land management.

Speaking as the chief guest
Agriculture and Food visor
to the Prime Minister AM
Anisuzzaman called upon the
agriculturists to identify the
problems and suggest appro-
priate measures for their solu-
tion.

He observed that there
should be continuous monitor-
ing and analysis in the field.
The advisor urged the scientists
to evolve suitable strategies
through agricultural extension
for the benefit of the farmers,

BARC executive chairman

Dr Z Karim, who presided over
the closing session said, inven-
tory for soil-testing will be car-
ried out by the Council for
analysing the nutrients and
help overcome the deficiencies.

Member-Director (Soil} of
BARC Dr MS Islam presented a
paper on "land degradation sit-
uation and cropping pattern
changes in Bangladesh", Direc-
tor of Soil Resources Develop-
ment Institute (SRDI)
Mustafizur Rahman on "land
degradation situation in
Bangladesh” and National Pro-
ject Director, GIS %rﬂlject,
BARC, M Anwar Igbal on
"changes in cropping pattern in
Bangladesh over the last two
decades”.

Organised by BARC,. the
workshop was participated by
researchers of various agri-re-
search institutions and donor
agencies.

On the occasion of Christmas, Dhaka Sheraton organised a Dressed as You like ‘competition
for children. Santa Claus gave away attractive prizes to children who took part in the

competition.
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Couple injured in
clash over land

JHALAKATI, Dec 27: A cou-
ple was seriously injured at a
village in Rajapur thana on
Saturday in a clash over a dis-
puted land, reports APB.

They were identified as
Mozammel Hossain. 35, and his
wife Mamataj Begum, 30, of vil-
lage Fuluhar.

Witnesses said Modasser,
brother of Mozammel Hossain,
SWOO on them with dao and
sticks over I])OEBEEEiDn of a plot
of disputed land.

The couple was taken to Ra-
jagur Thana Health Complex
where the condition of Ma-
mataj was stated to be critical.

Killer elephant
executed in India

NEW DELHI, Dec 27: An ele-
phant who had rampaged

through human settlements
and to death 19 ple
in the last year-and-a-half, was

shot dead in northeastern India
by orders of the forest depart-
ment, domestic news cies
reported Sunday, reports AP.

Three hunters especially as-
signed to the job shat the full
grown male tusker Saturday
evening in the remote Tin-
sukhia district in Assam state,
the United News of India said.
The heavily forested area is
1800 kilometers (1,100 miles)
east of the Indian capital. New
Delhi.

The elephant, named Gob-
indra Singh., was declared a
"rogue” last month when he
killed a forest department doc-
tor who had tranquilized him
for a medical check. The ele-
phant suddenly regained con-
sciousness and attacked the
veterinarian,

In the past, he has also dam-
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Wildlife experts say a
shrinking habitat and a dis-
E;npurﬂunatc rise in the num-

of elephants in the past 15

years have led to change in the
elephants’ behavior making

! some of them violent,

'|

Domestic violence on
the rise in India

HYDERABAD, Dec 27. Do-
meslic torture is on the rise in
India. Apart from mother-in-
law, daughter-in-law syn-

' drome, social torture of chil-

dren are seeing an upward
trend, tv::r:]:.al doctors from the
country have acknowledged
here, reports PTI.

Participating in a special
sygldposium on "torture and the

ical profession” at the on-
going seventh National Confer-
ence of Indian Medical Associ-
ation (IMA), doctors said do-
mestic violence in various
forms is increasing as more
people are becoming upwardly
mobile.

Though police torture hit the
headlines in newspapers, in the
Indian scenario, torture of
daughters-in-law occupies the
top slot. With financial and so-
cial pressures mounting, daugh-
ters in law are the biggest tor-

ture victims in the country.
Such violence is creating a
breed of new medical victims
who need special care and at-
tention.

While physical injaries can
easily be treated. mental
trauma is sometimes life-long.
In the later case. apart from the
victimm, families too need cgun-
selling and rehabilitation,
doctors said.

While past president of IMA,
Dr Parameswaran called do-
mestic violence a serious issue
that would need medical inter-
vention, Dr A K Chary from
Andhra Pradesh termed the is-
sue as a national problem.

Chary also focussed his at-
tention on children being “tor-
tured” at schools to perform bet-
ter and sometime even to "our-
perform” others. Such types of

violence need social interven-

tion, he said. .

Two rebel sples burnt alive

in Sierra Leone

FREETOWN, Sierra Leone,
Dec 27: Fearing an impending
rebel assault on Sierra Leone's
capital, residents surged

the streets and burned
alive at least two men accused
of being rebel spies, reports AP.

The rebel Revolutionary
United Front. meanwhile, re-

rted Saturday that it had

illed 60 Nigerian soldiers
from a West Alfrican interven-
tion force while capturing the
town of Makeni, 96 kms east of
the capital, Freetown.

Flgﬁting has intensified in
recent weeks in the West
African nation, settled two cen-
turies ago by freed slaves from
the United States, Britain and
Jamaica. It has a population of
4.7 million.

The rebels. who controlled
Freetown after a bloody May

1997 coup, are revenge
for their nunterp mc capi
in Fe by the Nigerian-led
intervention force which re-
turned President Ahmed Tejan
Rﬂbésn commander Sam
Bockarie said Saturday his
forces dragged the bodies of the
dead Nigerian soldiers through
the streets of Makeni with an
armoured car "as an example to
everyone."
But Kabbah's government,
which has been waging war
ainst the rebels, denied that
akeni had been captured and
said the intervention force,
known as ECOMOG, continued
to t for the town,
overnment troops re-
mained firmly in control of the
country, the Information Min-
istry said in a statement.
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15 shops gutted
L] ' L]
in N'gan;j
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Dec 27: At
least two power looms and 15
shops were gutied in a fire at the
Kali Bari Bazar under Arai-
hazar thana in the district at
around 6:45 pm today, police
said.

Local people brought the fire
under control after a one-hour
effort. Police suspected that the
fire started from a stove at a
quilt shop.

The damaged shops used to
sale cement. guilt, furniture
and cosmetics. However, the

extent of loss could not be esti-
mated immediately.

Tributes paid to
BSS mechanical
Supervisor

CHITTAGONG, Dec 27: Spea-
kers at a condolence meeting
today paid tribute to late Sira-
jul Islam, mechanical super-
visor of Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS) and recalled his
contribution during his service
to the agency, reports BSS.

The meeting, organised b
BSS Chittagong Unit of BS
Employees Union was presided
over by Unit Chief Moniruzza-
man Mazumder, a union press
release said.

It was addressed, among oth-
ers, by acting bureau chief
Samir Barua and leaders of em-
ployees union Prakash Kusum
Barua. Mohammad Aslam,

Hossain Ahimned, Taher Ahmed.
Mohammad Afzal, Abdul Gafur
and Adam Shafiullah
The speakers recalled the
memories of the association of
Iar;:ad Sirajlélhlsfam during his
service in ittagong bur
= agong eau of
Earlier, one minute silence
was observed seeking eternal

peace of the departed soul, the
press release added.

JS body on
information
ministry meets

A meeting of the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on In-
formation Ministry was held at
the Sangsad Bhaban yesterday
with its chairman Abul Kalam
Azad in the chair, reports BSS.

The meeting discussed the
organisational structure, man-
power strength and budgetary
allocation of Bangladesh Film
Archieves, a press release of the
Jatiya Sangsad Secretariat
said.

Matters relating to collec-
tion of films for the archieves,
methods of their preservation,
seminars and symposiums on
films and film festivals also
came up for discussion in the
meeting,

The meeting was informed
that a project titled Bangladesh
Film Archieves Restructuring
Project is being implemented at
Agargaon with modern facili-
ties for preservation of differ-
ent films as well as books and
periodicals relating to films.

The meeting put forward a
number of recommendations

. for properly conducting the ac-

tivities of the Bangladesh Film
Archieves. :

Members of the committee
State Minister for Information
Prof Abu Sayeed,' Sultan M
Mansoor Ahmed, M Mostafizur
Rahman (Fizoo), Begum Sha-
heen Monowara Huqg, NK Alam
Chowdhury, Afzal H Khan and
Gazi Mohammad Shahjahan
attended the meeting.

Secretary of the Ministry of
Information M Akmal Hossain
and concerned officials were
present. :

to DU VC, dem ands fair probe

By Staft Correspondent

Bangladesh Mahila Pari-

shad (BMP), a leading women's
rigl?ts organisation. yesterday
submitted memorandum to the

Vice Chancellor of Dhaka
University Prof AK Azad
Chowdhury demanding a fair
Emhe into the alleged sexual

arassments of students by
teachers and stern action
against the offenders.

Condemning the incidents of
sexual harassments, the BMP
memorandum said the teachers
who were truly involved in the
incidents should be immedi-
ately removed, says a press re-
lease.

It also urged the authorities
to discuss the matter with the
female students for appropriate
decisions and actions in this

regard, inclusion of female stu-
dents in the probe body and
publication of all probe body
reports immediately,

The BMP also demanded of
the DU authorities formulation
of a code of conduct for sexual
repressions and an institu-
tional framework for fearlessly
registering allegations of sexual
assaults.

The BMP delegation com-
prising its Vice President Chi-
tra Bhattacharya, MP, general
secretary Aisha Khanom, Bela
Nabi, Dr Faozia Moslem, Dr
Maleka Banu, Advocate Masuda
Rehana Begum and Rakhi Das
Purakayastha met the VC and
discussed various matters relat-
ing to the sexual harassments
at the university.

South African minister briefed
about ongoing programmes

The visiting South African
Minister for Law and Justice Dr
Abdullah M Omor called on his
Bangladeshi counterpart Abdul
Matin Khasru at his office here
today, an official handout said,
reports BSS.

During the the

meeting,

. South African Minister gave a

brief outline on various func-
tionaries of {‘udicial and legal
system of his country. He
showed keen interest in the ju-
dicial - officers training. -pro-
grammes and court manage-
ment procedures of Bangladesh.
The Bangladesh Law Minis-
ter also briefed his South
African counterpart on various
ongoing programmes under-
taken by the present govern-
ment in the field of {ud&cial and
legal reforms, especially, estab-
lishment of Grameen Court and
National Human Rights Com-
mission for ensuring access to
justice for the poor and trans-
parency and accountability in
all spheres of national life.
asru told Dr Omor that
both Bangladesh and South
Africa could be immensely ben-
efited from the experiences
achieved in the field of law
commission and human rights
commission.
Later, Khasru presented two

copies ot Bangladesh constitu-
tion to the visiting minister.
Earlier, Dr Omor called on
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad at his office. During the
meeting, they discussed matters
of mutual interests, especially,

expediting the economic and
commercial contacts between
the two countries at private lev-
els.

Dr Omor expressed his keen
interest in the steps undertaken
by ‘the presernt government of
Bangladesh for its economic
development.

Director General of Foreign
Ministry Aminul Islam Sarkar
was present on the occasion.

In the afternoon, the South
African Law Minister visited
the Bangabandhu Memorial
Museum at Dhanmondi.

He went round the different
parts of the museum having ev-
idences of the tragic and brutal
killing of Father of the Nation
along with the most members ol
his family.

The minister also signed the
visitors' comment book and
laid wreaths at the portrait of
Bangabandhu. He was also pre-
sented with some booklets writ-
ten on the long-struggling life of
Bangabandhu.

{ be deported after the

Junta accuses Suu Ky1
of 'playing politics

BANGKOK,. Dec 27: Myan-
mar's military regime accused
Nobel Peace Prize-winner Aung
San Suu Kyl of "playing poli-
tics” Sunday by telling her
party she won't let herself be
deported, reports AP.

Rumours that Suu Kyi would
ew Year
have been spurred by commen-
taries in the official press and
mass rallies by pro-government
organisations calling for her
expulsion.

The government issued a
news release Sunday taking
note of a statement by the op-
anltinn National League flor

emocracy that Suu Ryi had
urglc‘ﬂ members not to worry.
e government urged the
party to engage in a "more re-
sponsible, constructive cooper-
ation rather than resorting to
whimsical and symbolic ges-
tures designed merely to attract
attention and create seasonal
sensational headlines."”

The issues of deportation
was not squarely addressed.
The ruling State Peace and De-
velopment Council often refers

to Suu Kyi as a tool of foreign
powers noting she is married to
a Briton, Michael Aris.

Suu Kyi told party members
that she is not, however, a
British citizen and could not be
déported there.

The government statement

.said that "the regional eco-

nomic crisis is not improving
and this is no time to be playing
politics.

"As a nation, we need to
work together to develop strong
policies on economic develop-

ment, counter-narcotics ... and

the establishment of national

security.”
The military has ruled
Myanmar, also known as

Burma, since 1962,

Suu Kyi, daughter of inde-
pendence hero Aung San, has
spent most of the past decade
under house arrest or had her
movements restricted in a
struggle with the military
rulers for more democracy.

Though she was under house
arrest at the time, her party
won parliamenfary elections
allowed by the military in 1990.

The Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka University Prof A K Azad

e

‘Chowdhury formally inaugurating the "Dhaka Uni*\{arait:,r
Library Automation Project" as Chief guest at the library

yesterday.

* are facing hardship

SYLHET, Dec 27: Students of
Shahjalal Science and Tech-
nology University here boy-
cofted their classes today de-
manding construction u% the
residential halls and purchase
of new buses, rts APB.

Under the banner of All
Party Students Unity (APSU),
they also brought out a proces-
sion and staged demonstration
in front of the administration
building on the campus.

The demand for procuring

additional buses raised follow-
ing serious injuries sustained
by a student as he fell from an
overcrowded bus of the univer-
sity Wednesday.
- They submitted a memoran-
dum to the Vice-Chancellor,
Prof Habibur Rahman, the next
day and demanded two more
new buses and construction of
new dormitories.

Leaders of APSU told APB
that Lh?ﬁ[ would continue to ob-
serve different programmes un-
til their demands were met.

Non-govt teachers
facing hardship

in Rangamati

RANGAMATI, Dec 27: The
teachers of non-government
educational institutions here
as they
could not draw the government
portion of the their salary for
the month of October due to un-
wanted problem in the local
Janata Bank branch, reports
UNB.

On the occasion of the holy
month of Ramadan, the gov-
ernment directed the concerned
authorities of all the state-run
banks to pay salaries to the
non-government teachers for
the month of October.

The government also asked
them to pay salaries to the non-
government teachers for the
months of November and De-
cember before the Eid-ul-Fitr.

But the local Janata Bank
expressed its inability to pay
salaries to the teachers even for
the month of October as it did
not receive any letter in this re-
gard from education depart-
ment in due time.

The last date to draw salary
from the banks was December
17 but the education depart-
ment issued an order to this
bank for paying salary on De-
cember 20.

So the bank expressed its in-
ability to pay salaries to the
teachers until receiving further
letter in this regard from the
education department.

-Govt distributing

blankets among
destitutes in
northern dists

The government has taken a
rogramrhe for distributing
Elankets and warm clothes
among the destitute for
protecting them from the chill
of winter, reports UNB.

Officials at the Disaster
Management and Relief Min-
is esterday said at least
60, Gg ieces of blanket would
be doled out — 40 in each union
of northern districts in the

' country's colder part — under

the programme.

It already has distributed
26,000 blankets in 12 northern
districts where shivering cold
usually prevails in the winter,
On Saturday, country's lowest
temperature of 11 degree Celsius
was in Dinajpur, '

Apart from the Relief Min-
istry, the Prime Minister's Of-
fice is also giving away blan-
kets in the northern districts
and so far it distributed 8,400.

The northern districts are
Rajshahi, Chapainawabganj,
Naogaon, r, Gaibandha,
Kurigram, Nilphamari, Lal-
monirhat, Joypurhat, Dina-
jpur, Thakurgaon and Pancha-

arh,
¢ Relief Ministry officials said
the distribution of 17,000 blan-
kets among the poor ple in
central districts and Sylhet re-
gion — 30 in each union — was

now going on,
The recipients are Jama]g}xr.
E-

| Sherpur. Mymensingh,

trakona, Sunamganj and-
Moulvibazar districts. Sat-
urday, the lowest temperature
of 11 degree was also recorded at
Sreemangal in Moulvibazar.
Officials told UNB that the
winter relief operation would
cost a total of 1.2 crore with
gtz%:e of per piece of blanket Tk

Meanwhile, a release of the
PM office yesterday said 80,000
metres of clothes and 16,200

ieces of sweater as well as

glpuucs. petty-coats, coats and
matches are also being dis-
tributed.



