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Arab MPs ca

3 CHT bodies
reunite,
float party

Three organisations in the
CHT have floated a new party 1o
realise their demand for tull au
tonomy, reports UNB.

Leaders of Pahari Gano
Parishad, Pahari Thhatra
Parishad and Hill Women Fed-
eration formed the United Peo-
ple's Democratic Front (UPDF)
at a 2-day joint conference that
ended on December 26. The con-
ference was held at the TSC of
Dhaka University.

Some 125 councilors of the
three organisations and repre-
sentatives of "Jhum refugees”
took part in the conference.

Gano Parishad general sec-
ret Prosit Bikash Khisa was
elected convenor of the five-
member central committee of
the UPDF.

-Other members are Rabi
Shankar Chakma, Sanchoy
Chakma, Dhrubo Jyoti
Chakma and Dipti Shankar
Chakma, said a press release
yesterday.

From now on, it said, Gano
Parishad, Chhatra Parisahd
and Hill Women Federation
will act as front organisations
of the new party.

The thrée organisations
were split after Jyotirindra
Bodhipriyo Larma alias Shantu
Larma of PCJSS signed the
historic peace accord on De-
cember 2, 1997.

Barricade on
Dhaka-Aricha
Highway

MANIKGANJ, Dec 27:
Transport workers and the ac-
tivists of transport owners as-
sociation put up barricade on
the busy Dhaka-Aricha high-
way and adjacent roads since 6
pm today protesting extortion
of tolls in and around Aricha
Ghat, reports UNB.

The action of the transport
workers caused immense suf-
ferings to the passengers.

Police saig the workers of
Inter-district truck drivers
union and transport owners as-
sociation put up barricade on
Dhaka-Nabinagar, Tangail-
Bhuapur and Dhaka-Aricha
highways for an indefinite pe-
riod demanding immediate ac-
tion against the extortionists.

President of the Inter-dis-
Uddin told the news agency at
10:15 pm that they would con-
tinue the blockade until -the
demarid was met. | ;

The strikers rejected a meet-
ing proposed by the Deputy
Commissioner and the Police
Super.

HC asks police
Refrain from

harassing
Bunty
The High Court yesterday di-
rected the police to refrain from

harassing Bunty Islam, an ac-
cused in the film actor Sohel
Chowdhury murder case, till
December 31 in connection
with a criminal case against
him under the Narcotics Con-
trol Act, reports UNB,

The court, however, refused

to any order in respect of
mj?ghtlﬂn in the case of mur-
der of Sohel, and directed Bunty

Islam to surrender belore the
Chief Metropolitan Magis-
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1l for hifting sanctions

Iraq to fire on

BAGHDAD, Dec 27: In its lat-
est challenge to the United
States and Britain, Iraq de-
clared that it will fire on war-
planes patrolling the no-fly
zones that Washington and its.
allies imposed after the Gul
War, reports AP.

The United States and
Britain said their aircraft
would continue to enforce the.
no-fly zones and pilots would
respond to any threats.

'Iraq knows that it should

not interfere with those flights,
and our pilots can act in -de-
fence if they feel threatened at
any time," National Security
Council spokesman P. J. Crow-
ley said in Washington.

A Ministry of Defence
spokesman in London said all
British and American aircraft
"operate to a very strict set of
rules of engagement. If aircraft
are threatened those rules of
engagement do allow the return
of fire.” .

It stil happens!

By Staff Correspondent

Manzoor Ahmed never ex-

pected to get back his valuable
travel bags lost at the Zia Inter-
national Airport by mistake.
" But in a rare feat of honesty
of some policemen and a mi-
crobus driver, Manzoor got
back his bags.

And to his surprise, his
valuable documents and pass-
ports were in place and nobody
even touched the dollars he had
kept in one of his bags.

*I returned at around 1 pm
from a tour in Bangkok,” Man-
zoor, Director of Unicef's Japan
office told The Daily Star yes-
terday. "1 was received at the
ZIA by my brother. 1 lost my
luggage by mistake.”

Before getting into his
brother’s car, Manzoor mistak-
enly placed his hand bag and a
suit-carrier bag in the
of a microbus thinking it to be
his brother's. Few minutes
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open boot!

later, he realised his mistake.
By that time, the microbus,
which belongs to a rent-a-car
service provider, left for
Gazﬂ:!ur with passengers.
anzoor immediately re-
rted the incident to Airport
olice. He also put classified
advertisements in two dailies
in the evening and went to his
Mirpur house.
is bags contained valuable
documents, his diplomatic
passport and an ordinary pass-
port, his wife’'s US passport,
personal valuables, 50 dollars
and two suits. I did not expect
anyone to return these to me. 1
gave advertisements in papers
so that I could apgéy for pass-
ports. And. may be, someone
would at least return my offi-
cial papers.” Manzoor said.
At around 8 pm, a policeman
from Mirpur thana came to his

. 8ee Page 12 Col 7

warplanes in
no-tly zones

The United States, Britain
and France set up the no-fly
zonies in 1991-92 to halt air at-
tacks against Kurdish rebels in
the north and Shi'ite Muslim
rebels in the south. French air-
craft no longer 'patrol the
northerm zones, but still help to
maintain the southern zone.

A week after a US-British
bombing campaign against Iraq
ended, Iragi Vice President
Taha Yassin Ramadan said his

overnment would not allow
ights over northern and
southern Iraqg.

"We say frankly now that
any violation of Iragi airspace
will be met by Iraqi fire,” Ra-
madan told Qater's Al-Jazeera
television Saturday.

Iraq has never recognised
the zones and has occasionally
confronted aircraft flying in
the area.

Asked why Iraq had not
fired previously on planes en-
forcing the no-fly zones, Ra-
madan said. "When you want to
restore your rights, you choose
the suitable time and circum-
stances.”

State-controlled Iraqi media
have issued almost daily re-
ports of violations of the coun-
try's airspace since the United
States and Britain ended four
days of airstrikes on Dec 19.

Meanwhile, participants in
an extraordinary meeting in
Amman of members of parlia-

ment from 16 Arab countries
called today for a lifting of
sanctions against lIraq. the
Speaker of the Jordanian par-
liament said.
"All the delegates called in
See Page 12 Col 7,
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Ship breaking industry
at Sitakundu dying

CHITTAGONG, Dec 27: A
rsistent slump in the ship
reaking industry due to de-

creasing demand for scraps is

threateni more units with
closure and workers with un-
employment.

e industries which devel-
oped along the Sitakundu coast
in over two decades and was a
source of huge revenue for the

overnment is now facing a set-
ck, ship breakers said.
Without use of any modern
technology, it meets 90 per cent
of the demand for raw materi-
als of re-rolling mills which
produce rods and other con-
struction materials, they said.
The industry is capable of sup-
plying around one million tons
of scrap to re-rolling mills ev-

ery :

”ggrar: now dying as de-
mand for scraps dro . push-
ing down the prices due to slow
development work in recent
months,” Mizanur Rahman.

From Nurul Alam

President of Bangladesh Shi
Breakers . Association (BSBA)
told The Daily Star yesterday.

"Scrap billets are now sold
at Tk 10,000 per ton, down from
Tk 13,500 earlier. This is forc-
ing us to suffer huge loss in ev-
ery ship scrac]:pcd at our yards,”
Rahman said.

"Some ship breaking units
have been closed, throwing a
large number of labourers out of
employment. Survival of others
is also threatened,” he added.

4 It is a“ l?buur intenaé\'c hli_n-

ustry employing around three
lakhs people dilg'er.:tly and ten
lakh more indirectly. Besides,
it reduces dependence of re-
rolling mills on imported bil-
lets, he said.

"There are too many vessels
at the ship breaking yards now
but not enough buyers," said
Anam Chowdhury, a beaching
captain engaged by ship break-
ers.

"The ship which earlier re-

uired three to six months' time
or scrapping, now needs more
time as demand of scrap is very
dull,"” Anam said.

Mizanur Rahman also said
that ship breakers have to pay
excess duties on the basis of
higher tariff value though in-
ternational price of such ships
slided down to around 100 dol-
lars per ton from 175 to 190 dol-
lars earlier as a fallout of eco-
nomic recession in South East
Asian countries and economic
sanctions against India and
Pakistan.

Another businessman, Ka-
mal Uddin, who bought six
ships at his yard at Sitakundu
with Tk 200 crore, said, "We are
to pay more interest on bank
loan now because ship-break-
ing takes mére time due to the
dull market. If the trend con-
tinues, most of us will be bound
to pack up’.

Everything of a scrapped

See Page 12 Col 8
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Tiny effort but
I must try,
says Sen

CALCUTTA, Dec 27: In keep-

-.L".

ing with the glorious tradition
set by Rabindranath Tagore,
Nobel laureate Amartya Sen to-
day announced setting up of a
charity trust with his prize
money for work in the fields of
education and healthcare in In-

dia and Bangladesh, reports
PTI.

Traders call 48-hr
hartal at Feni
from today

FENI, Dec 27: As normal life
and businesses in the town re-
mained crippled amid political
violence, traders called for a 48-
hour hartal here from tomor-
row, reports UNB.

The businessmen opted for
the shutdown in protest as they
could not open shops toda
(Sunday) due to threats an
counter-threats by rival politi-
cal activists in a wave of unrest
since the killing of a ruling
party leader on December 20.

Witnesses said the Awami
League-supported businessmen
were threatened allcﬁedlj,r by
BNP activists and the BNP-
backed traders by ruling party
supporters, deteriorating the

whole situation in the district
headquarters.

Local BNP extended ﬁupgort

to 48-hour hartal called by Feni

See Page 12 Col 8
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Ershad wishes Khaleda
'good health, long life'

By Nazmul Ashraf and Rezaul Karim Lotus

Long-time political foes
Khaleda Zia and H. M. Ershad
have had some formal contact
at long last. Yesterday, the for-
mer general sent a letter to the
Opposition leader regretting his
absence from an iftar party she
had invited him to.

The contact between the two
top opposition leaders in this
manner is considered very sig-
nificant ahead of the plan for a
Frand opposition unity to dis-
odge the Awami League gov-
ernment of Sheikh Hasina after
the month of Ramadan.

Analysts say the Khaleda-
Ershad contact is a big step to-
wards bridging their gap and
may contribute a lot to the on-
going efforts for waging a si-
multaneous street agitation by
the major opposition parties.

The¥ also find it significant
for at least another reason --
reunification of two Jatiiya

Party factions, scheduled for
today. One of the major objec-.
tives of the two factions' merger
is to bring the BNP, JP. Jamaat-
e-Islami and some other
smaller parties together to
press for their common de-

mands including a mid-term
election.

But the ruling Awami League
says "it is -not worried™ about
the fresh development in the
opposition camp.

Leader of the Opposition and
former prime minister Khaleda
Zia invited Ershad to the iftar
party at her Minto Road ollicial
residence. Khaleda's invitation
reached Ershad Saturday

See Page 12 Col 4
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Amidst thunderous applause
from the august gathering at his
civic reception in the Netaji In-
door Stadium here, Sen an-
nounced that after paying taxes
on the prize money, he planned
to share it with a charity trust
named after his Santiniketan
residence, Pratichi.

The announcement came at
the end of his 40-minute speech:
"T would like to share with you a
personal thought about the
prize itself."

Stating that education and
healthcare had been among his
major concerns over the years,
the champion of welfare eco-
nomics said in view of the
enormity of the problems faced,
a trust like this can make only
a little difference. "But I must
try to do what [ can. I would
count on your good wishes in
my tiny eflort.” .

. Tapgore, India's first Nobel
prize winner, spent his Nobel
Erize money on development of

is émivﬂrsit}r Viswa-Bharati in
1913.

Satkhira incident

___________

o

__________

No nurses around, so a relative comes to the aid of a paticnt at Intensive Care Unit of

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University Hospital yesterday.

— Star photo

s

ntensive care unit

By Naimul Haq

The Intensive Care Unit at
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University Hospital is
unable to provide "minimum

care " to patients. some of them
alleged .

Some relatives of patients
also alleged that they have to
remain present almost round-
the-clock to look after their pa-
tients due to shortage of nurses
and absence of doctors after of-
fice hours and on holidays.

There are only three nurses
for 10 beds whereas the stan-
dard ratio of nurses to patients
at an ICU is 1:1. sources at the
ICU said.

There are also allegations
that some of the doctors are not
well trained to use some of the
equipment, which greatly ham-
pers treatment. DR. Nizamud-
din Ahmed Consultant -in-
Charge of the ICU , when con-
tacted, admitted this.

See Page 12 Col 7
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VC calls for restraint

Protesting students
attacked at DU

By DU Correspondent

At least eight were injured
when activists under the banner
of “Students -- Protestin
Sexual Harassment" (SPSH
came under attack from their
rivals on the Dhaka University
n::an}r%us yesterday,

e group styled "Conscious
Students™ whose declared objec-
tive is to “save the image of the
teachers of the university’
swooped on SPSH students
when they set fire to the effigies
of alleged sexual abusers at
around 12:15 pm in front of the
DUCSU building.

SPSH, a %rﬂupin of mostly
"non-political” female students
and activists of a left-leanin
student organisation. launch
its campaign against alleged
sexual assault on female stu-
dents after a complaint against

an international relations pro-
fessor.

Later, "Conscious Students”
came into the picture. Campus
sources say the new group 1S
backed h{epru-ﬁL Bangladesh
Chhatra League. Younger ac-
tivists of BCL mainly take part
in its processions and other ac-
tivities, the sources said.

Vice Chancellor A K Azad
Chowdhury appealed for re-
straint and blamed both groups
for trouble. "There is no reason
to burn effigies," the VC told a
press conference after the
clashes. The conference had
however been planned before.

Witnesses said that the
SPSH started a procession from
in front of the DUCSU building
at around noon yesterday.

See Page 12 Col 3

OC, SI of Sadar
~ thana & ASP
(circle) closed

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Dec 27: The OC
and SI of Sadar thana and ASP
(circle) were closed today for
their "negligence. inefficiency
and failure to tackle yesterday's
clash between two rival groups
of bus owners” that left at least
25 injured.

They are ASP [circle] Maola
Baksh. OC Badrul Alam and SI
Jasim.

Meanwhile, local journalists
boycotted a press briefing on
the issue called by president of
the bus owners association
Abdur Rouf alleging 'he was
solely responsible for the inci-
dent’. -

Two groups of the bus own-
ers' association, one led by its
president Abdur Rouf and the
other by its secretary Abdus
Sobhan, clashed for about six
hours violating section 144 for
domination over the bus stand
on Saturday.

-'Equip Asian rice farmers with

new, cheaper technologies'

By Reaz Ahmad, back from Bangkok

Science of tomorrow has to
today. Asia, a continent
with the largest population,
simply cannot afford to remain
complacent about what the
Green Revolution has gratu-
itously endowed it so far.
Some 65 exXpeérts,
agronomists and journalists
from across Asia, gathered
at a conference early

this month, drew this conclu-

Road Transport
Authority [(BRTA) makes it
mandatory for all public and
rivate motor vehicles from
anuary 1999 to display tax,
fitness and route labels.
The new rules are meant to
easily detect vehicles that do
not have fitness, tax
clearance and route permit,
said a PID release yesterday.
Owmers of vehicles have been
asked to y tax, fitness and
permit s, with tax on the

sion in a bid to sensitise Asian

vernments about the chal-
enge of striking a balance be-
tween demand and supply of
rice in the years to come.

The International Rice Re-
search Institute (IRRI) and Asia
Rice Foundation (ARF] jointly
organised the conference styled
‘Asian Media and Rice’ in the
first week of this month.

Dr Mahbub Hossain of IRRI

By Staff Correspondent

top, followed by fitness and
permit, on the left side of the
windshield.

As issued specimen, tax
label will be circular red, fitness
triangular blue and route

ua ar 1.
P e Tosta com s cotiodk
from authorised officials of
BRTA or offices paying Tk
40 while renewing tax token,
fitness certificate or route per-
mit.

summed up the gravity of the
situation when he said,
“Growth in supply of rice will
decline at a faster rate than that
of demand”.

Hossain, who heads Social
Science Division at the Insti-
tute, explained, "Rate of popu-
lation growth will decline to
one per cent by 2020-25 from
1.8 per cent now. But, because of

See Page 12 Col 1-

Those who will not have to
renew shortly the aforesaid’
documents have been asked to
collect the labels from post of-
fices paying Tk 40.

Police have been directed to
intercept vehicles without the
labels and take legal action.

The release also said BRTA
has asked all concerned to up-
date necessary papers regarding
their vehicles to have the labels

displayed.

Child patient hit

by doctor?

A child patient fell uncon-
scious after he was allegedly
pushed onto the wall by a youn
doctor in the children's ward o
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal yesterday morning, reports
UNB.

Family sources alleged that
Dr Mahbubur Rahman, an as-
sistant CA, had pushed Ruhul
Amin, 11, son of Hiru Howlader
of Mohakhali 'Sattala’ slum,
onto the wall as the boy uttered
obscenities at the doctor.

They said Ruhul was admit-
ted to the DMCH on Saturday
night in a critical condition
with fever.

The boy did not regain con-
sciousness when this report was
filed in the evening.

RMC closed
sine die
From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Dec 27: Rangpur
Medical College (RMC) was de-
clared closed sine die after stu-
dents, who failed to pass MBBS
final examinations this year,
vl.vent on a rwn ;LlhE: ;z_lnl-

e campus g the prin-
c?gpa]'n uglt:e today.

Academic Council of the
college made the decision at
around 5 pm asking the stu-
dents to vacate dormitories
within 24 hours.

A three-member probe body
was formed to investigate the
incident.

The outraged students
launched the attack at around 2
pm following publication of
MBBS final year examinations
results which showed only 58
students coming out successful
out of 125 1

B adesh Medical Associ-
ation (BMA) condemned the in-
cident and demanded punish-
ment to the persons involved.
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