Joint operation
today to fix
damaged gas
pipe under Turag

By Staff Correspondent
The Fire Brigade divers and
a Titas gas technical team will
conduct a joint operation toda
to repair the damaged 12-inc
diameter gas pipe under the
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DU library
automation
project opens

today

The inaugural ceremony of
the automation project of the
Dhaka University Libr will
be held today. rts UNB.

Vice-Chancellor of the uni-
versity Prof. AK Azad Chowd-
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Dhaka Metropolitan Police
has advised the city dwellers to

file a general diary (GD) before

| employing any domestic help or

driver.

In a press release issued yes-
terday, the DMP pointed out
that a number of crimes has
been committed by the house-
maids. But they easily go into
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|  DMP’s appeal to city dwellers

By Staff Correspondent

hiding as the employcrs or the
police don‘t have any record
about them, the press release
added. |

Police requested the resi-

dents of the metropolitan area

'to submit bio-data and one copy

E}:qtngraph of the domestic
lp or the driver prior to their
employment.

Turag river near Mirpur bridge. ErgpﬁlL:ﬁg E::almlfbprﬂmu} .
The gas line, connecting the the brfvatalty
capital with Aminbazar main .

supply line was damaged when
a mechanised boat ta
huge stone chips hit it on
day.

Managing Director of the
Titas Gas Transmission and
Distribution Company (TGTDC)
yesterday visited the spot and
gave direction to take steps to
avert any accident.

"There is no chance of acci-
dent as we have closed the
valves at the both ends of the
pipe.” the Titas MD said.

"However, we are supplying a |

little amount of gas in the line
so that water could not enter
through the leaks ," said Sek-
endar Hayat, the MD of the
Titas Gas company.

The bubbles were still rising
up from the pipe, but these are
m:gll\igible.

itas gas authority has de-
ployed four guards in the area to
ensure security.

Omor Visits
National Memorial

at Savar

The visiting South African
Law and Justice Minister Dr
Abdullah Omor. yesterday paid
rich tributes to the martyrs of
the country's liberation war by
placing wreaths at the National
Memorial at Savar here, re-
ports BSS.

Law, Justice and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Abdul
Matin Khasru was present on
the occasion. Later, the South
African minister attended a
workshop on "Access to Justice”
as the chief guest at the British
Council auditorium.

The visiting South African
minister also visited the
Bangladesh Academy of Rural
Development (BARD) at
Comilla in the afternoon.

He will call on Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina and Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad
today. He will hold talks with
Law, Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Abdul Matin
Khasru and will visit the
Bangabandhu Museum at
Dhanmondi today.

UNB, Antara agree
to exchange news,
information

United News of Bangladesh
(UNB) and Antara — the official
news agency of Indonesia have’
. agreed to exchange news and in-

formation between the two
news agencies, reports UNB.

The agreement was reached
during a visit of Amanullah
*Khan, Chairman of UNB to In-
donesia on the occasion of the

62nd anniversary of Antara.

.Khan called on Hadi Parni.

the Managing Director of An-
tara at his office and held talks
on cooperation between the two
aﬁencies. A formal news ex-
c

an%e agreement will be signed
shortly.

During his stay in Jakarta,
‘Khan also attended a party
hosted by BJ Habibie, Indone-
sia's President for the visiting
journalists from around the
world at the Presidential
Palace.
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Traffic police totally
movement.,

lost control of the situation at Fulba

i .
ria in the city yesterday for indisciplined vehicular
— Star photo

o

'AL starts game of
hijacking leaders

to prevent fall

Sadeq Hossain Khoka, MP,
president of BNP Dhaka city
unit, yesterday termed the pre-
sent government as a "totally
failed, servile and hijacker gov-
ernment” and called upon the
city dwellers to build up a mass
movement against it, reports
UNB.

"Awami League has started
the game of hijacking opposi-
tion political leaders. It re-
flected the desperate effort of
the party to prevent its immi-
nent fall,” oka said while
speaking at a meeting of
Bangladesh Railway Sramik O
Karmachari Dal in the city.

He said the residents have
been passing a miserable life
with vexing traffic jam, garbage
and mosquito menace and un-
abated rise of crimes like
killing and hijacking.

But. Khoka said, the gov-
ernment and the Mayor are not
taking these problems into
their serious consideration.
rather they are busy with mak-
ing their own fortune.

Referring to the abnormal
price hike of essentials, Khoka
said Commerce Minister Tofail
Ahmed had declared in Parlia-
ment that he would resign if the
price of onion go beyond Tk 50
per kg. Though only a day after
that speech by the minister,
onion was sold at Tk 65 per kg,
he did not resign.

Price hike of essentials have
been forcing the Ecmr people to
fast in the mont
without any food. he observed
and warned the government of
serious consequences if it failed
toarrest the price hike.

One killed
in Sylhet

SYLHET. Dec 26: A man was
killed and five others were in-
jured in a clash between two ri-
val groups at Aarkona village
in Jagannathpur thana on
Wednesday, reports UNB.

According to witnesses, the
clash took place following the
dispute over demarcation of
boundaries of their residenees,

The deceased was identified
as Arab Ali, 35. The injured
were admitted to the local hos-
pital. A case was filed with the

| police.

of Ramadan -

justice in res

| Grameen Court Bill to be

placed in JS soon : Khasru

Law, Justice and Paniamen-
tary Affairs Minister Abdul
Matin Khasru yesterday said
the government have taken
steps lor establishing Grameen
Courts to ensure easy access to
justice at the doorsteps of the
poor, report agencies.

"Access to justice is a pre-
condition to ensure fundamen-
tal rights of the people. If the
vast majority of masses, owing
to poverty or remoteness of ju-
dicial institutions, cannot
avail the opportunity of seeking
redress against wrongs, then
the fundamental human rights
will be denied to them,"” he said,

The law minister was inau-
gurating a day-long workshop
on "Access to justice: Towards a
People-friendly Legal System”
at the British Council in the
morning.

Visiting Law and Justice
Minister of South Africa Dr
Abdullah M Omor was the guest
of honour at the workshop, or-
%anised jointly by the British

ourncil and the Law Ministry.

Justice Dilip Kumar Basu, a
former judge of Calcutta High
Court, presented a keynote
speech on "Dispute Resolution

rough Pre-litigation Coun-
selling and Resolving Litigation
Through Non-formal Mecha-
nism.” -

The Law Minister said the
government has taken initia-
tive for establishing Grameen
Courts as a pre-trial settiement
forum  throughout ' rural
Bangladesh to ensure easy ac-
cess of poor people to institu-
tional judicial forum to seek
ct of petty civil
and criminal disputes. "1 hope, |
will be able to introduce a bill
in the House (Parliament) soon
in this regard.”

He said the proposed
Grameen Court with wider ju-
risdiction, in lieu of. village
court with limited sphere of ac-*
tion, would bring the justice de-
livery system closer to the
common J:opie without much
cost and delay.

Taking a question from the
audience, Khasru said the Sru-
ﬁosrd Grameen Court would be

eaded by one assistant judge
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WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

Title of position PHC
Duration

1 Qualification

Experience

BANGLADESH

Operations Officers.
One year with possible renewal (based on performance).
Basic qualification in health and/or related fields and preferably post-
* . graduate qualification(s) in Public Health.

positions under the WHO Programme BAN DHS 001: Support of Primary Health Care Development

Applications are invited from suitably qualified Bangladeshi nationals for the following
in Bangladesh through District Health System.

supervisory public health capacity. Leadership experience in planning ar!d
implementing comprehensive primary health care projects/programmes will
be a major factor in the selection of PHC Operations Officer.

| Duty station
Job Description

state of health to cope wit
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conductin

| 4. To support Divisional
'- and analyzing information;
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in the Progr
2.. To support Divisional Director,
and evaluatin
rsonnel / officers of health re
3. To support Divisional Director, Civil Surgeons and PHC Or
implementation of district/thana/union plans of action for
| essential services packages; —
irector, Civil Surgeons and PHC Organizers in regular monitoring ‘
and evaluation of primary health care programme's performance through regular collecting

Divisional Headquarter (according to posting).
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onsible to WHO an .
ramme Officers—BAN DHS 001 (WHO Medical
icer will be responsible for the following tasks:

Health Care Intensification/District Health

|
Candidate(s) should have a minimum of 10 years experience in a senior l

The job of PHC Operations Officer entails field trips to PHC intensified areas and if required,
non-intensified areas of Bangladesh. It it, therefore, important that applicants are in a suitable
field trips. Selected applicants will be
headquarters. Candidates will be administratively resp

technical guidance and supervision of the P
Officer and Technical Officer). The Operations

1. To support all activities related to Primary _
System Development in Divisions, Districts and Thanas based on a package of essential

lementation Plan (PIP) of HPSF; ‘

Civil Surgeons and PHC Organizers in organizing, |

training workshops for different categories of health |
leaders and village health volunteers;

anizers in the preparation and l
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ivisional Director, Civil Surgeons and PHC Organizers in mobilization of |
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HC Organizers in social

HC Organizers in the planning and ‘

| participate in the conduct of regular monitoring and assessment of the progress of
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evaluation.

8. To report regularly to the Director, Primary Health Care and Diseases Control, Directorate
General of Health Services, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and Programme Officers—

BAN DHS 001; and

9. To carry out any other duties/activities assigned

Diseases Control and Programme Officers — BAN DHS 001.
Application with full bio-data and two PP size photographs should reach the WHO |

Representative in Bangladesh (Attention: WHO Programme and Administrative Officer), House

12, Road # 7, Dhanmondi Residential Area, Dhaka-1205 by the 31st January, 1999. -
Candidates who are currently working for the government or donor/partners for

by the Director, Primary Health Care and

plementation of primary health care activities through supportive supervision and periodic |
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similar programmes need not apply. Applications from WOMEN are encouraged. |
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| now put inits

nominated by the respective
district judge.

“At present, the lowest stra-
tum of the judiciary is at the
district level," he said. "But for
most of the population, it is
very difficult to come to the
district headquarter for justice
embracing proverbial lengthy

rocedure, cost and harassment
or years together.”

He said Grameen Court is go-
ing to be established at the vil-
lages with an ambitious hope
for dispute resolution through
conciliation and arbitration.

It is mainly a concept of
cumpmniisc between parties
who wish'to live as good neigh-
bours set their disputes lo-
cally avoiding the troublesome,
expensive and time-consuming
legal formalities in traditional
court, the Law Minister said.

"People in the legal profes-
sion should be sensiti to the
pulse of the society. If the indi-
vidual in the system can be-
come people-friendly. legal
system is no barrier.”

The Law Minister said pre-
trial settlement of disputes is
an important aspect of the
American judicial system.
where about 80 per cent cases
are disposed of by amicable set-
tlement.

Also in Philippines. he
added, this system of pre-trial
settlement of disputes has been
working well towards minimis-

" ing the load of cases to a greal

extent.

He said the provision of pre-
settlement of disputes con-
tained in Section 10 of the Fam-
ily Court Ordinance is a new
innovation in the legal system
of Bangladesh.

Providing legal aid to the
poor and the needy in securing

redress of their grievances in
courts is also a major require-
ment for ensuring human
rights of the people, the Law
Minister said.

He informed that his min-
istry has already finalised a
legislative bill in this regard
and hoped the bill would be
placed in the next session of
parliament.

Addressing the inaugural
session, South African Law and
Justice Minister Dr Abdullah M
Omor said they were facing a
major problem of social dis-
crimination as the country had
been colonised for more than
350 years.

..He said the family court has
'tdlgﬂeﬂ&d functioning in
South Africa to remove the bur-
den from formal courts.

In his keynote paper, Justice
Dilip Kumar Basu said "Lok
Adalot” (people’'s court) and
"Samjotha Adalot” (arbitration
court) in India are resolving
many disputes through concil-
iation, negotiation and media-
tion.

He said the main strength of
Lok Adalot and Samjotha
Adalot is the participation and
spirit of the society. A culture of
settlement has been created
through the activities of these
courts.

"These courts have a success
rate of nearly 70 per cent. The
Lok Adalot deals with pending
cases while the Samjotha
Adalot both pre-trial and pend-
ing cases,” said the former judge
of Calcutta High Court.

Law Commission member
Justice Naimuddin Ahmed also
addressed the inaugural session
as special guest.

Tom Cowin and Farah Kabir
of British Council took part in
the discussion.

[I ter party: Bangladesh Federal Union of Journalists

FU.J) and Dh
Venue: National Press Club.

a Union of Journalists will host an Ifter party.

ROtﬂlay club meet: The weekly meeting of the Rotary
re

Club of

Road, Time: 5:30 pm,

ROtﬂlRf club meet: The weekly meeting of the Rota
etropolitan Dhaka will be held. Venue:

Club of
Time: 5 pm.

ater Dhaka will be held. Venue: Officers' Club. Baily

heraton Hotel.

No change in temperature
Weather may remain dry over the country during the next 12

hours till 6 pm today, reports UNB.
Night !:rlslperature may remain nearly unchanﬁied across the
Cce.

country

recorded at Sitakunda an
Dinajpur and Srimangal.

during the period, according to the Met O
Yesterday's highest temperature of 29.2 de
the lowest 11.00

Celsius was
egree Celsius at

sun sets today at 5.12 pm and rises tomorrow at 6.40 am.
Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns y:st:rdaﬁ were:

City/Town Temperature umidity in
in Celsius Percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 282 12.9 . 74 79
Chittagong 28.3 158 60 90
Khulna i 27.6 14.4 75 63
Rajshahi 26.4 13.2 71 -
Barisal 27.5 12.5 88 -
Sylhet 28.5 14.2 65 62
Cox's Bazar 28.6 17.0 70 63

-

Anti-govt campaign

BNP adopting falsehood to
find issues, says Zillur

KISHOREGANJ, Dec 26:
LGRD and Cooperatives Minis-
ter Zillur Rahman today ac-
cused the main opposition BNP
of adopting falsehood in its
"desperate efforts to find issues”
for its anti-government cam-
paign, reports BSS.

Since the 1996 elections the
BNP has been desperately try-
ing to find issues for its anti-
government campaign.“ he told
a public meeting at Bhairab MP
High School ground here.

He said the opposition has

allp out efforts to
mislead péople and tarnish the
image of the independent and
neutral election commission
towards that end.

Rejecting the opposition de-
mand for mid-term polls and
city corporation and upazila
elections under caretaker gov-
ernment he urged the people to

be united against the "conspir-
ar:Y against democracy and de-
velopment.”

: is no scope to create
any artificial issue through
raising the demand for mid-
term peolls and city corporation
and upazila elections under
caretaker government," he said.

The minister, later, dis-
tributed prizes among merito-
rious students of the school and
urged the teachers and

fuardhms to extend their hands

or ensuring copngenial atmo-
sphere eliminating terrorism
and*vidlénce from the educa-
tional arena.

He said the government has
laid emphasis on the promo-
tion of technology and science
and technology-based educa-
tion to prepare the nation for
the chnl?mg:s of the 21st cen-

tury.

With the inauguration, DU
library will be linked with
other ﬁhrarica of the world.

The automation is the part
of a project, titled Dhaka gni-
versity Library Automation
Project: (DUALP), which has
been taken u%(by the authorities
at a cost of 1.24 crore. The
work on the project started in
July last and is expected to be
completed by 1999,

nited Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP) pro-
vided a financial assistance of
Tk 87 lakh in the project while
the government and the Uni-
versity Grants Commission
}UEIF] are shared the rest Tk 37
akh.

Hoodlums snatch
Tk one lakh
at N’ ganj

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Dec 26;
some six hoodlums snatched Tk
1 lakh from three employees of
a local distributor of Olympia
Goods at around 8 pm today.

The snatchers intercepted
the autorickshaw carrying the
employees of Nahar Traders
near the Poura library area on
the Bangabandhu Sarak and
took away the money at gun
point. Huge people at the
crowded and busy area of the
town witnessed the incident as
the victims cried for he:llf:ul.

The snatchers later fled the
scene at ease.

No case was filed till writing
of this report at around 10 pm.

Owner of Nahar Traders
Anwar Hossain told reporters
that he got frustrated about fil-
ing case as the terrorists dared
to commit su.:h crime in broad

daylight.

Jasas founding

anniversary today

By Staff Correspondent

The 20th founding anniver-
sary of Jatiyatabadi Samajik
Sangskritik Sangstha (Jasas),
the cultural wing of BNP, will be
observed today.

In observance of the day,
leaders and workers of Jasas
will place wreath and offered
fateha at the mazar of Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman at 1:30
pm today, said a press release.

A discussion meeting, which
will be followed by an iftar
party, will be held at Ramna
Restaurant at 3
Leader Begum Khaleda Zia will
attend the discussion meeting
as chief guest.

Meanwhile, a discussion
meeting organised by Jasas'
drama unit was held yesterda
afternoon marking the 20t
raising day of the organisation.
Presided over by Akhteruzza-
man Babul, it was addressed,
among others, by BNP secretary

eneral Abdul Mannan
huiyan, Jasas president Rez-
abudowllah Chowdhury,
Chowdhury MA Malek and
Saidur Rahman.

Another release said: BNP
will hold a joint meeting toda
at 11 am at party's central of-
fice. BNP secretary general Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan will pre-
side over the meeting.

Joint secretary generals,
presidents and general secre-
taries of front organisations,
Dhaka city BNP convenor and
joint convenors have been re-
quested to attend the meeting.

m. Opposition®

'‘Good men must die, but death
cannot kill their names.'
| In loving memory of
Major General (Retd) Abdul Mannaf
Our guide and mentor.
May his soul rest in peace.
From

Staff and students of Sunbeams
27 December 1998
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Apartments at
Gulshan
between 2400 sft to 2600 sft

From The Makers Of The Finest Apartments
And Many Happy Moments
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