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Hasina-, Ershad

invited to BNP’s |

iftar party

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia will host an {ftar
party for the political leaders at
her 29 Minto Road official resi-
dence today. reports UNB.

All the Members of Parlia-
ment have been invited. Special
invitation was sent to Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, a
party source said.

Jatiya Party Chairman H M
Ershad has also been invited. A
high-ranking leader of BNP
said that Ershad was included
in the list of invitees for the
first time,

——

100 JU teachers
for 10-yr ban on

student politics

By JU Correspondent

Some 100 teachers of Ja-
hangirnagar University (JU]
have expressed solidarity with
the President's recent call for a
10-year moratorium on student

litics, says a press release.

The teachers in a statement
yvesterday said, "student politics
in recent times has retracted
from its glorious past. Student
activists as supporters of politi-
cal parties are not following a
healthy course.” the statement
said. "We do not differ with
campus or institution oriented
student politics," they said.

The teachers also urged all to
take effective measures for im-
plementation of the President's
suggestions regarding student
politics, the release said.

Among others Prof Selim Al
Deen, Prof Azizul Haq Bhuiyan,
Prof Hasina Matin, Prof Abu
Saeed Khan, Afsar Ahmed and
Dr Zugal Krishna Das signed
the statement.

Suu Kyi1 will
resist move
to deport her

YANGON, Dec 26: Nobel
Peace Prize-winner Aung San
Suu Kyi has told members of
her party that she won't allow
Myanmar's military regime to
deport her, reports AP.
w..The .opposition  National.
League for Democracy said in a
statemment obtained today that
Suu Kyi told members last week
not to worry about rumours
that she would be deported after
the New Year,

"Party members should not
be worried of my deportation,”
Suu Kyi said. "l am not a citizen
of other countries and I have no
intention of leaving this coun-

try.”

Suu Kyi is married to a
British academic, Michael Aris.
The government often refers to
her a spy and puppet of foreign
nations, particularly former
colonial ruler Britain and the
United States.

"I am not a British citizen
and my conscience is clear,”
said Suu Kyi. "How can a gov-
ernment deport its citizen if

there is no country to accept
him or her?"

Mild tremor
in Chittagong

CHITTAGONG, Dec 26: A
mild tremor, the second in six
days, was felt here in the early
hours of today, reports UNB.

Met office said the tremor
occurred at 4:59 AM and lasted
six seconds. The epicentre of the
tremor was some 34 km off the
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The country's business peo-
le yesterday voiced the need
or opening land routes with
bordering Indian states at sev-
eral points to boost bilateral
trade, reports LUUNB.

Besides the proposed Dhaka-
Calcutta bus route, such links
can also be established with
Agartala (Tripura), Guahati
(Assam], Darijeelin (West Ben-

illong (Meghalaya),
they suggested while exchang-
ing views at the FBCCI confer-
ence hall.

Some of them also spoke
about establishing Dhaka-
Agartala and Dhaka-Guahati
airlinks to facilitate smooth
and frequent travel of busi-
nessmen to explor® trade oppor-
tunities.

The representatives of dif-
ferent chambers and trade as-
sociations from across the
country were summoned by the
apex trade body — Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FBCCI) — to
speak on the economic situa-
tion and the role of FBCCI.

Ventilating their concern
over the opposition's threat of
hartal after the Ramadan, the

| sald further hartals woul

=

'Open land routes
with bordering
Indian states'

again hit the country's “weak-
ening economy.

The Opposition should seek
other ways to settle their differ-
ences with the government or
share the business losses caused
by hartals. some of them ad-
vised.

FBCCI president Abdul Awal
Mintoo presided over the func-
tion, also attended by
Metropolitan Chamber presi-
dent Laila Rahman Kabir and
Foreign Investors' Chamber of

Commerce and Industry
. [FBCCI) president AKM Sham-
suddin.

Painting a grim picture of
the country's post-flood econ-
omy. some chamber and trade
body representatives said the
country's economy was showing
a downtrend, and both trade
and industry have a sluggish
performance.

They also criticised the gov-
ernment and the banks for not
extﬂndinﬁs adequate supporl to
the small industries, worst hit
by the recent flood, to overcome
the damage.

They felt that the FBCCI, as
the '"main parliament” of the
business community, could
play a more effective tole to
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rries FBCCI

save the economy and put it on
the right track.

! the® macro and micro
economic indicators are nega-
tive .. economy is moribund,"”
sald MA Rouf Chowdhury, an
industrialist who contested for
the post of FBCCI president this
year.

He said many existing indus-
tries are facing closure due to
lack of credit expansion and
working capital support from

banks. _
Instead of extending help to

the small industries to recover
from the flood damages. the
overnment rather increased
uties which will further
shrink the business and indus-
trial ventures, Rouf Chowdhury
feared.

A trade association leader,
Nazrul Islam, pointed to the
higher interest rates on bank
loans which. he said. was
caused by huge defaulting loans.
Small scale genuine borrowers
are bearing the cost I:Hr paying
higher interests, he said.

‘Nazrul Islam hoped that bi-
lateral trade would increase of
road and air links could be es-
tablished with Guahati. Shil-

See Page 12 Col 3
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Students of Dhaka University wearing masksand covering their faces with black cloth

"-.I-':‘.:-

march in a procession on the campus yesterday in their continued protest against alleged
—Star photo by Amran Hossain

sexual abuses by teachers.

" Ornice again we have lowered
ourselves in our own eyes. A
politician of dubious distinc-
tion is the centrepiece in a tug ol
war between our two leading
parties. What is the worth of
Eﬂliticians like M.A. Khaleque?
or some one who has been in
all parties that formed govern-
ments in independent
Bangladesh, what better term
can there be than "shameless
opportunist”. Haven't the
"Khaleques” in our politics de-
stroyed whatever honesty,
ethics and credibility that re-
mained in it in spite of years of
military and autocratic rule?
Haven't they, through their
read collaboration with
whichever party came to power,
regardless of the means by
which it came to power, given
Eulitics and the politicians a
ad name and an image that
has all but destroyed
confidence in our electe
ers?
For good twenty-one years
the Awami League was out of
ower. Therefore it was free
rom such practices and clearly
not guilty of indulging in this
type of sordid politics. But com-
ing to power after two decades,
AL appears to be in a hurry to

ublic
lead-

By Mahfuz Anam

I ——

makeé up for all the corrupt poli-
tics that it failed to indulge in
during all these vyears in
wilderness. Recall the. "bribing”
of two BNP MPs into the ruling
party camp with two junior
ministerships.

We would like to raise three
questions in this commentary.
First, what is the future of our
democracy if this ‘buying and
selling’ of politicians becomes
the practice rather than the ex-
ception, and what will be the
level of our pelitics if the ruling
party tries to allure, bribe or co-
erce other party leaders and
MPs into joining its ranks. in
such a corrupt manner? Sec-
ond, how could the Prime Min-
ister allow hersell to be associ-
ated with a person of such noto-
rious background that exposed
herself and her office to such a
ridiculous situation? Third,
what has been the role of the
DGFI in all this?

We consider the event sur-
rounding Khaleque's "joining"
the AL and then denying it in
lthe evening as one of the most
shameful and disgusting
episodes in the hist\u&; of our
demeocratic politics. at pos-
sible gain could there be for a
party like the Awami League to

Another shameful event 1in
our sordid politics

brifg Into 1§ fold a’
whose credibility. respect and
value to any party he joins is all
but non-existent. He has al-
ways been with the ruling party
starting from the days ol Pak-
istan, and then shifted from AL
to BNP to JP to BNP alter
Bangladesh was born. We can
understand his appeal to mili-
tary regimes. But to the demo-
cratically elected ones is be-

ond our comprehension. Un-
ess ol course the latter are
themselves changing their
colour which we don't know
about.

What mtssa%c are we to c
home from the fact that both
and BNP covet such "politi-
cians"? Today, after success-
fully ‘rescuing’ Khaleque from
AL's hands BNP is keeping him
in a safe place - away from
home of course - so that AL ac-
tivists cannot grab him. or he
cannot make another summer-
sault even if he wishes to. We
can bet Khaleque will not be left
to himself for quite some time
by either parties. It is like col-
lecting your chicken and keep-
ing it in your own cage, lest
anvone else should grab it. And
of course you need all the

See page 11
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The ruling Awami League
believes that the reported oppo-
sition unity in the making is

to worry about and un-
likely to have any impact on
the political situation.
uctant to take the unity
move in the opposition camp
seriously, some ruling party
stalwarts find it only natural
that parties like BNP. Jatiya
Fartfr and Jamaat-e-Islami
would eventually team up
st the AL.

*The so-called move for sol-
idarity among the BNP, Jatiya
Party and Jamaat is not so im-
portant a development that
could make the AL policy plan-
ners sit together to work out a

fresh stra ,” says Amir Hos-
{ sain Amu, the pang:;_ influen-
tial um member.

e alliance of these parties
miserably failed to defeat us in
the recent parliamentary by-
elections in Pabna. Their unity
at the national level would

AL shrugs off unity bid
in opposition camp

By Nurul Kabir

produce the same results.”
Tofail Ahmed, the commerce
and industries minister and
another influential presidium
member of the party, believes
that the repo move for unity
among the BNP, JP and Jam-
rmat is 'nothing but a solidarity’
among those rejected by the
people in the last general elec-
tions.
“We do not have to worry
about it. What is more impor-
See Page 12 Col 7

Monju differs

Star Report

Unlike his friends in the rul-
ing Awami League, Jatiya Party
leader and a member bf Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's
Cabinet Anwar Hossain Monju

"believes that a possible al-
liance between BNP, Jatiya
Party and Jamaat-e-Islami

See Page 12 Col 6

[ 2 AL leaders |

at odds over
Khaleque

By Nazmul Ashraf and

Reaz Ahmad

The S. A. Khaleque drama
has brought to the fore a deep
ru'i:.r bej;w:en twim top-ranking
culing® oliticians.

Mﬁgﬁﬁ and counter-al-
legations hﬁehwami League and
BNP have been the main con-
tents of the other episodes of the
high drama, but the Dhaka
mayor and the Mirpur MP have
now stormed on to the stage.

Awami League MP Kamal
Ahmed Majumdar has accused
his party colleague Mayor Mo-
hammad Hanif of staging the
Khaleque drama’ "in a bid to
teach him (Majurnder) a les-
son’. But an an Hanif vehe-
mently denied the allegation
expressing his "total ignorance”
of the event.

Talking to The Daily Star
last night, Kamal Majumdar
termed Hanif the architect of
the 'Khaleque episode’.

"For the last several
months, I've been a strong critic
of Hanif for his failure as
mayor. As the mayoral election
is nearln%. Hanif has been
gradually losing confidence in
me and finally he tried to find
my substitute in Khaleque.”

Kamal's charges against the
mayor were also backed by
some ruling party insiders who
termed the decision of taking
Khaleque in AL "a pulilica!-l,
blunder".

See Page 12 Col 4

JP regrouping, ready for
simultaneous movement

A meeting of the Jatiya
Party Presidium yesterday en-
dorsed the idea u( a simultane-
ous anti-government move-

" ment with the main opposition

BNP and other parties. reports
UNB.

The meeting at the JP
Chairman'’s office at Baridhara
with party chief HM Ershad in
the chair also finalised an 8-
point plan of action.

It was decided in the meeting
that the party would join a si-
multaneous anti-government
movement if BNP supports the
JP's ideal of compelling the
government to hold all 'the local
government elections, includ-
ing Upazila election, under a
caretaker government.

The meeting emphasised on
building the party's image as an
opposition party among the
countrymen.

The presidium members en-
dorsed the reinstatement of
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
as the party’'s presidium mem-
ber and also the Vice-Chair-
man.

The meeting also welcomed

the initiative made by Kazi Za-
far Ahmed to return to the
mainstream with the break-
away faction headed by him
and Shah Moazzem Hossain.

The presidium decided that
both Kazi Zafar and Shah
Moazzem will be reinstated in
their earlier position.

Mizanur Rahman Chowd-
hury did not attend the meeting
on ground of illness although
he came to the party chairman's
office to meet Ershad.

Sources said that after hold-
ing closed-door talks with the
party chairman, Mizan left the
place without joining the
meeting.

Meanwhile, former JP secre-
tary general and Communica-
tions Minister Anwar Hossain
Manju attended the presidium
meeting but left long before it
was finished.

Our Staff Correspondent
adds: The JP Presidium also de-
cided that Ershad would attend
the council session of JP (Zafar-
Mozzem) faction in the city to-

See Page 12 Col 8

DU tense as
rival groups

issue threats
By DU Correspondent.

Tension gripped the Dhaka
University campus yesterday
when two rival groups of stu-
dents brought out separate pro-
cessions and held rallies.

One group under the banner
of "Students Protesting Sexual
Harassment™ was demandi

unishment to teachers al-
egedly involved in sexual ha-
rassment and the other styled
“Conscious Students”™ was
staging programmes to “protect
the image of teachers®,

The * Conscious Students”
group announced at their rally
that they would capture the
Vice-chancellor's office
premises today and resist their
rival's programme of burning
effigies of accused teachers.

itnesses said that the two
groups were about to clash at
about noon when activists of
the “Conscious Students™ group
who were holding a rally at the
Aparajeo Bangla allegedly
hurled indecent remarks at a
SPSH procession which was
passing through the area.

The SPSH brought out a
silent procession from in front
of the DUCSU building wearing
masks and carrying banners.

The "Conscious Students”
group which appeared in the
scene on Thursday gathered at
the Aparajeo Bangla in the
morning after parading the
campus carrying placards read-
ing “Save your varsity from
NGO and Garment Workers.”

Speakers at the rally alleged
that the students who were stag-
ing programmes against teach-
ers were garment workers and
NGO agents. They are

See Page 12 Col 8

BB bows to

eximco

By M Shamsur Rahman

The Bangladesh Bank (BB)
has finally allowed Beximco's

_ fictitious loans (benami as used

in the central bank letter] ta be
rescheduled, but the terms and
conditions would mean huge fi-
nancial losses for IFIC Bank in
accrued interest.

The rescheduling was al-
lowed after Governor Dr
Farashuddin Eave a personal
hearing to Sohel and Salman
Rahman, Chairman and Vice-
Chairman of IFIC Bank. They
hold similar positions in the
Beximco Group.

Under the new arrange-
ments, a simple interest rate
will be applied on the consoli-
dated loans of Beximco taken

DMP advice

By Staff Correspondent

Any person drawing big
amount of money from bank
may ask for help from police
for protection if necessary. a
DMP press release said here
yesterday.

Nearby than, police control
room or officer on duty may be
contacted for this.

DMP may be contacted in
telephone number 842501-9 for
any emergency support, the
press release added.

under fictitious accounts.

Interestingly, the loans of
Baghkhali Fisheries, another
associate company of Beximco,
were incorporated into the con-
solidated account and allowed
simple interest rate instead of
the compound rate.

This means IFIC will have to
incur losses on account of in-
terests and the shareholders
will also have to swallow the
losses.

Earlier, the BB had several
times refused to entertain the
Beximco plea.

The new arrangements
would be effective from January
1 this year. The outstanding
rescheduled amount of Tk 12
crore due from January 1. 1998
would have to be lpaicl within
January 31, 1999, failing which
the entire arrangements would
become void.

“Separate accounts will be
maintained for the principal
amount and interest compo-
nent,” according to the BB let-
ter,

"Balance of fictitious loans
outstanding in various names
of Beximco Group and
Baghkhali Fisheries Ltd at dif-
ferent branches of the bank will
have to be consolidated at only
one branch of the bank in only

See Page 12 Col 1

BCL faction
captures
DU hall

A faction of the ruling p
backed Chhatra League too
control of Fazlul Haq Hall of
Dhaka University ousting their
rivals yesterday. reports APB.

Resident students said a
group of outsiders, led by the
BCL hall unit secretary, llias,
drove out. 15 _gctivists of their
rival group and occupied the
dormitory.

The ousted students belonged
to the group led by the hall pres-
ident, Sagar, campus sources
said.

Tension was prevailing in
the DU hall following the inci-
dent.

Paribesh Parishad's
call not to take
up 'provocative

programmes’

By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka Universit
Paribesh Parishad has urged all
concerned not to take up an
programme which might spoil
academic aimosphere at the
university before the report of
the inquiry committee is pub-
lished.

The call was made at a meet-
ing ol the Parishad yesterdﬂ
with Vice-Chancellor Prof
Azad Chowdhury in the chair.
The meeting was attended by
leaders of various student or-
ganisations. Proctor of the uni-
versity Prof AKM Nur-Un-Nabi

See Page 12 Col 2

SIRAJGAN.J, Dec 26: At Jeast
10 people were killed and 75
others injured in a road acci-
dent tnwivlnﬁ three passenger
buses on the Dhaka-Bogra

highway in Kamagrkhand thana
today, reports APB.

Police and witnesses said six

le died on the spot while

our others succumbed to their

injuries at the Sirajganj Gen-
eral Hospital.

Doctors feared the death toll

frommn the accident., one of the

worst in recent months, could
rise further as some of the in-

jured were still fighting for

their* lives.

Of the dead, six were identi-
fied as Nazrul Islam, 36, and
Abdul Mannan, 30, of Bogra
and Abdus Sattar, 46, of Nao-

on, Dilip Suker, 42, driver of

aonak Paribahan hailing
from Dhaka, D/R Paribahan
driver Badshah, 35, from Tan-
gail and Hamidul. 20.

Witnesses said the body of a
BDR jawan was taken to Bogra

while three others aged between
35-40 were taken to Rangpur
and Bogra by their relatives
without postmortem examina-
tion.

Witnesses and survivors said
the accident occurred when a

Dhaka-bound passenger bus
collided with a r-bound

bus at a place in between Jhai-
wail over-bridge and Konabari
at 1 pm., Moments after another

Naogaon-bound bus rammed
the two vehicles,

Bus accident kills 10 in Sirajganj

About 30 seriously injured
pasuencFers of the three buses
were admitted to Sirajganj Gen-
eral Hospital. Some of the in-
ured were rushed to Bogra Mo-

ammad Ali Hospital.

Meanwhile, some passengers
of the buses alleged that t
bclnn?ngs were looted by a sec-
tion of people who gathered at
the spot after the accident.

The Deputy Commissioner
and police super of Sirajganj
visited spot.
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