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In a shopper's mind, an im-

pression has gradually formed
itself that in the Dhaka city

there is a 'place named
Bangabazar where consumer
items like summer and winter
dresses, children's wear, sarees
and many other consumer
items are available at cheap
prices.

At one stage in recent
this impression grew to such an
extent that Bangabazar became
a by-word for buying consumer
goods on the cheap, and as such
it enjoyed high popularity as a
shopping centre.

ere have been several fac-
tors for bringing Bangabazar
into the lime-light. Foremost
among them has been the rapid
gro of garments industry in
and around the city producing
various types of apparels for
exports to various countries.

Such garments industries
using modern equipment for
large-scale production of vari-
ous kinds of garments gave a
boost to the economy by earn-
ing substantial foreign ex-
change and providing employ-
ment to a large volume of
women work force.

The labour cost in such in-
dustries has been compara-
tively low. An incentive for fast
growth of these industries has
also been provided by liberal
imports of foreign-made fabrics
which have played an impor-
tant part in producing garments
of good quality. This, coupled
with cheap labour, has hf:FpEd
production of garments of vari-
ous kinds at low costs.

In course of production of
such large volumes of garments
manufactured according to
specilﬁsaﬁuns of foreign buyers,
there has also appeared a good
quantity of defective items of
garments which are not ac-
cepted by foreign buyers. These
defects may not be conspicuous
in many cases but the foreign

ast,
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By A S M Nurunnabi

buyers tend to be very meticu-
lous in accepting garment items

before rt. |
A gnﬂﬁ part of such rejected
items find their way into vari-
ous retafling
Bangabazar happens to be one
of the major outlets in the city
for such goods. This, however,
does not imply that all the var-
ious items of garments sold at
Bangabazar are defective in one
way or other. But the point is
that even in cases of defects,
they hap to be so inconspic-
uous and subtle that it may not
be possible for many consumers
to detect them. In most cases, it
is usual for sellers to demand

low Epﬂ::l:a for their goods.
ven for garments with mi-
nor defects or without defects,
there is a tendency among the
sellers at Bangabazar, as ob-
served by many shoppers, to
demand a high price initially

for any item. The bargaining
game is one important aspect of
shopping at Bangabazar.

It is very essential that the
sellers are not allowed a long
rope in the bargaining game,
The buyer also needs be profi-
cient in hard bargaining before
clinching a deal. Otherwise he
is likely to be a loser.

Another aspect which a
buyer needs to be cautious about
is that sometimes second-hand
clothes are sought to be passed
off as new ones at Bangabazar
and prices are demanded ac-
cordingly.

This phenomenon has been
observed to be common in view
of large-scale imports of old
clothes from some foreign
countries. The condition of
some of the imported old

clothes is such that they almost
look like new and this helps the
dishonest shopkeepers to cheat
the shoppers.

Some of these factors go to
affect the image of Bangabazar

Deadline Jan 31 next year

Dhaka yet to adopt int'l
maritime safety system

Star Report

Bangladesh's ocean going
vessels will face a serious set-
back if it fails to adopt the
Global Marine Distress Safety
System (GMDSS) by January 31
next year, the deadline given by
the International Maritime Or-
ganisation (IMO). :

The IMO, a London-based or-
ganisation which monitors
ocean-going vessels worldwide
earlier urged all countries to
adopt the GMDSS by January
31 to ensure international
maritime safety, -

If Bangladesh ignores the
GMDSS, its ships will virtually
lose communication with ports
abroad sources in the shipping
ministry and shipping lines
said. Most of the Bangladeshi
ships use VHF and UHF fre-
quencies which have become
obsolete now.

The IMO gave its first call
for adoption of the GMDSS in
1992. But Bangladesh, which
earns a huge amount of foreign
currency every year from cargo
handling by its ships, is yet to
show any positive response to
the call.

Bangladesh has 26 ocean-go-
ing vessels, 15 belong to tﬁe
state-owned Bangladesh Ship-
ping Corporation (BSC) and the
rest owned by private shippers.

Only two ships, uwnedpeby a
private company, Q.C Shippin
Lines, have the GMDSS. eac

costing Tk 15 to 20 lakh.

“"BSC has floated tender for
supply of two sets of GMDSS
and is seriously negotiating
with the Telegraph and Tele-
phone Board (T&T Board) in
this regard,” an official of the
shippin% ministry said.

“We have to allow some time
for awarding contract to a com-
pany for installation of the
GMDSS" the official said with-
out giving details.

Bangladesh will lose several
million dollars in foreign cur-
rency if its ships do not use the

. system, the official said.

“If Bangladesh fails to adopt
the GMDSS it will face serious
consequences as neighbouring
Calcutta has installed the
GMDSS and it may overtake
our maritime communication,”
one shipper said on condition
of annnj.rmit{’.e

“It would be a matter of great
regret if we communicate
through another cuuntr{‘a
communication system,” he
added. About 3,000 ships pass
through Bangladesh territorial
water every year.

Bangladesh has two sta-
tions, one at Selimpur in Chit-
tagong and the other at Mongla,
for maritime communication,
which use the age-old VHF (Very
High Frequency)] and UHF
(Ultra High Frequency) systems
for communication.

Transaction of Euro after
thorough study: BB officials

Although the new euro cur-
rency will be introduced on
January 1, its transaction by

Bangladeshi banks will be al-
Tlowed only after a thorough
study, central bank officials
said here yesterday, reports
APB.

"We have nothing to hurry.”
said Bangladesh Bank Governor
Dr Mohammad Farashuddin
when his attention was drawn
to reports that the banks would
start transactions in the euro as
soon as it is introduced.

The central bank officials
said the banks, both local and
foreign, would be allowed
transactions in the new Euro-
pean single currency upon rec-
ommendations by an expert
committee which is studying
the matter.

A five-member committee,
headed by BB Deputy Governor
Dr Mohammad Sohrab Uddin,
is studying the matter in details
and is expected to come up with
recommendations by Wednes-
day.

1"'Ir‘I‘l'm: committee formed with
bankers and private sector rep-
resentatives is examining the

possible impact of the new euro
money on Bangladesh's exter-
nal trade, the officials said.

Almost 45 per cent of
Bangladesh's exports go to the
European Union (EU) countries.

The BB Governor said since
taka is pegged to the US dollar,
the banks operating in the
country would not immediately
require to handle transactions
in the new currency.

Besides, the euro would be
available for business transac-
tions from next January and
the currency notes are coming
ng‘l% after three years from
2000. "It will give us the neces-
sary time to adjust,” Dr
Farashuddin said.

The effective exchange rate
in Bangladesh is also deter-
mined on the basis of a currency
basket containing 15 cur-
rencies, he pointed out.

After the study, the official
said, the central bank is ex-
pected to issue a circular per-
mitting banks to open euro ac-
counts for transactions related
to exports, imports and remit-
tances,
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as a cheap place for shopping.
There are some other factors
which do not help in maintain-
ing that image. Observers have
noted that a similar shopping
centre is gradually coming up
on the first floor of the extended
part of the city's New Market
where the ruling prices are
comparable to those at
Bangabazar.

Of course, the notion of fixed
price does not prevail here as’
elsewhere in many places in the
city. As a result, a shopper
needs to have adequate bargain-
ing ability at this place also.
Besides this, city dwellers ob-
serve a large concentration of
street hawkers around Baitul.
Mokarram and GPO areas who
deal in various kinds of gar-
ments at prices comparable to
those at Bangabazar.

Whatever distinction
Bangabazar might have ac-
quired as an attractive place for
shopping at convenient prices
has been eroded considerably
by environmental factors like
heavy assemblage of customers
in the narrow lanes of existing
shops at the bazar and difficul-
ties of access to that area on ac-
count of existence of a terminal
for buses plying on suburban
routes.

The bottom line is that on
account of substantial growth
of garment industry, garments
of various descriptions are
available at affordable prices at

articular locations in the city,
Eesides Bangabazar.

Of course, the proclivity for
engaging in bargaining game is
present at most of such places.
However, by and large, the gen-
eral impression of Bangabazar
as a shoppers’ adise has been
much watered down lately on
account of other competitive

factors, some of which have
been outlined above.

'Refrain from

campaign'

By DU Correspondent

Prof Shahadat Ali, chair-
man of the probe body investi-
gating the alleged sexual abuse
of a female student of Dhaka
University, has urged all to re-
frain from any sort of cam-
paign-- for or against-- in the
interest of proper investigation,
a DU press release said yester-
day.

Meanwhile, Dhaka Univer-
sity Teachers' Association
(DUTA) has expressed concern
at the press reports in the last
few days regarding involvement
of DU teachers in 'various im-
moral activities’.

The DUTA stand on this is-
sue is that punitive actions
would be taken against those
found gugEF through investiga-
tion, A DUTA press release said
yesterday.

DUTA condemned such
“malicious campaign®™ when
investigation into the allega-
tions is in progress and urged
all to refrain from this.

VC blames

From Page 1
tivated allegations against him.

He said the female student
centring whom the allegation
was made had submitted a re-
joinder to the chairman of the
department that she did not
lodge any complaint.

alking to this correspon-
dent at the TSC yesterda
evening, he threatened to teac
the éoutsidersi a lesson.

Meantime. the "Students
Protesting Sexual Harassment”
will bring out a procession on
the DU campus at 11 am today
with the participants wearing
mask.

It may be recalled here that
some female teachers of the
university had met with the
Vice-chancellor recently to
know about the action being
taken concerning the allegation
by a female student of public
administration against Prof
Shahiduzzaman of Interna-
tional Relations.

Dock workers

From Page 1

With the implementation of
the incentive scheme for some
65,000 dock workers and 1,500
staff of the port, the wages of the
workers will enhance by 25 per
cent while the productivity of
the port will also increase by 40
per cent, officials of the Chit-
tagong Port said.

Petroban gla ~
From Page
system is 'total automation’. "In
such a gasfield, even a small
pmhlel:_'n can ::a]use total stop-
page of gas su i
']‘megal suu:ﬂ:‘?t’urther said,
“Usually unmanned gasfield
operations are safe where there
is more than one field in the
same area and there are some
supervisors. Ultimately human
intervention is important. But
in Sangu, Cairn or its partner
Brown and Roots do not kteg
full time su sors. Althou
Petrobangla is the owner of the
field, it also does not have a
1l time official to supervise.”
Petrobangla is now ques-
tiuning the technical skill of
Cairn's partner Brown and
Roots which helped develop the

Sangu field and set up the gas
processing plant at Chilimpur,

........
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Happy times

| & i .- e

Children are all smiles with Santa Claus at the "Children's pool party" at Sonargaon Hotel

occasion of Christmas.

Christmas
celebrated

The Christian community in
Bangladesh as elsewhere across
the world yesterday celebrated
holy Christmas amid festivi-
ties, religious fervour and great
enthusiasm, reports BSS.

On this day, Jesus Christ, the
founder of Christian religion

was born in Bethlehem,
Jerusalem.
The day was a public holi-

day. People belonging to other
religions greeted the Christian
community.

Bangladesh Betar and
Bangladesh Television broad-

cast special programmes while -

the national dailies published
articles highlighting the signil-
icance of the day.

The X-mas celebration in-
cludes special prayers at all
churches of the country, signing
of Christmas Carol, visit to the
friends houses, wishes from
Santa Claus with gifts and
cakes for children, decoration
of houses and churches with the
X-mas trees, [amily reunions
and feasts.

Thousands of devotees gath-
ered in all churches across the
country in the early hours of
yesterday and prayed for peace
and prosperity of the country.

5 outlaws held
with arms
in Chuadanga

CHUADANGA., Dec 25: Five
members of an outlawed party
were arrested with arms from
village Teghari in Sadar thana
here on Thursday night, reports
UNB.

Police raided the house of
one Abu Bakar and arrested
them. believed to be the mem-
bers of Biplobi Communist

Party.

Tﬁe arrested were identified
as Golam Rasul, 35. of village
Gobindapur, Abdus Sattar, 30,

of village Subadi, Abdul Majid, . |

28, of village Nawdapara and
Sona Mia, 28, of village Mod-
huhati in Court Chandpur
thana of Jhenidah district and
Belal Hossain, 28, of village
Bazdia in Jibannagar thana of
Chuadanga district.

Police recovered one sawed-
off rifle. one shutter gun, one
pistol and 25 bullets from their
pOSSession.

A case was filed with the po-
lice in this connection.

in the city yesterday on the

Russia, Belarus will mergé

into single state next yr

MOSCOW, Dec 25: Boris
Yeltsin and Belarusian Presi-
dent Alexander Lukashenko to-
day agreed to take moves to
merge the two former Soviet re-
publics into a single state as
early as next year, reports AP,

eltsin and Lukashenko
agreed to put the proposed
merger to public discussion by
the middle of next year. Without
waiting for
they would also move early next
year to introduce a single cur-
rency and harmonize taxes.

“We are now calling for
merging our nations in one
union state,” Yeltsin said at a
news conference after the sign-
ing. "We can be proud of such
work."

"God help us to enter the next
millennium as a single state,
Lukashenko said.

Yeltsin, plagued by poor

pular approval,

health in recent years, arﬁcarcd
tired at the meeting, ait wh
he spoke clearly and strongly.
At one point, he stru cdtu%;t:
up from a chair and had to
hl:i]ll:ed by an aide.
he authoritarian
Lukashenko. an admirer of the
Soviet Union, has long pushed
for uniting his nation of 10 mil-
lion ple with Russia's 147
million people. In 1996, he and
Yeltsin signed a union agree-
ment, boosting political, eco-
nomic and military ties be-
tween the two nations, but stop-
mlﬁ_;hurt of creating one state.
e two ltatl:_l:rsh have long
1 to take further integra-
E:Sgnd steps. but had done little. It
remains unclear Whﬁ].h; liég-
day's a%roements wou -
plgmen ed, as many Russian
politicians oppose a merger.
Russian news reports said
the proposed merger would be

put to a plebiscite, but the text of
the statement signed by Yeltsin
and Lukashenko called only for
"public discussion.” a vague
formula that doesn't necessar-
ily mean a referendum.

Yeltsin appeared to cast
doubt on a referendum. "The
referendum issue may arise, or
it may not," he said. "If it@rises,
we must somehow solve it."

Other Russian top officials

uickly said there is no imme-
ﬂiate plan to merge the two na-
tions' armed forces or pool the
government coffers.

Lukashenko wants a merger
to solve Belarus' economic
problems that have already led
to food rationing in some re-
gions. The Belarusian economy
is one of the most unreformed
in the former Soviet Union,
with virtually all assets and
markets under government
control.

Benu says he and Khaleque

From Page 1
ing party on Thursday.

Amid controversy over
Khaleque's latest political turn-
about. the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) issued a state-
ment yesterday, on the DGFI
protest dismissing such press
reports as "absolutely untrue”.

"DGF] is a government
agency. So all are advised to re-
frain from givinﬁ any state-
ment involving this organisa-
tion with any political mo-
tives," it said.

However, as the joining and
subsequent dramatic twist to it
became talk of the town, DCC
war commissioner Ismail Hos-
sain Benu, who along with
Kha]equt;,djuined Awami League
on Thursday presenting Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina with
bouquets, yesterday said both
willingly joined the ruling
party.

Meanwhile, BNP Secretary
General Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan yesterday expressed
deep concern over what he said
the use of secret service by the

government for its political ag-
grandisement.

In a statement, Bhuiyan said
it was reported that a secret ser-
vice had "hijacked” S A
Khaleque to make him join
Awami League, The 'fascist’ rul-
ing party failing to run the
country and loosing people's
confidence had resorted to this
unprecedented act which, he
said, only proved bankruptcy of
the government.

Fearing mass uiovement, the
"autocratic governineit is mak-
ing attempt to pull opponents
into its fold under threat and
pressure,” he said, adding the
"use of secret service, responsi-
ble for national security, for
Bl.l.ll‘.:h purpose surprised the peo-
ple”.

Mannan Bhuiyan said after
liberation they (Awami League)
coerced all to join one-party
BKSAL in the same manner.
"This particular incident once
again unmasked BKSAL."

He said in an independent
country it is the constitutional
right of the people to move

freely, express independent
views and associated with a
political party, but the present
government is "curbing that
right also".

The BNP Secretary General
demanded of the government Lo
stop "using the secret service
for such purposes in future and
called upon all concerned not to
get involved in such "evil tac-
tics” of the government.

Dhaka City BNP convenor
Sadeq Hossain Khoka MP in a
similar statement strongly crit-
icised and protested the rulin
party's "unprecedented act o
coercing” S A Khaleque to join
ﬁwami League by "hijacking’

im.

Khaleque, who was yet to re-
turn home after Thursday
evening's episode, is learnt to
have taken shelter in a top BNP
leader's house.

When contacted, Khaleque's
wife said: "he is safe and we
have contact with him." She
would not say anything more
about her husband.

o

Iraq

oy Tty ael s R 2
s ;1.'-1'1' R

An Iragi woman cries on

the holy Quran, as she prays in

rej ects Frech

BT

the Abdul Quadir Geylani mosque in downtown Baghdad
during a gathering organised by the Iraqi Women
Association Thursday. The gathering was organised to
pray for Irag's and Saddam Hussein's success in their

struggle against the US.

— UNB/AP photo

'compromise' plan

BAGHDAD, Dec 25: Iraq re-
mained on a war footing today
and kept uE‘ its defiant rhetoric,
accusing France of working
hand in glove with its British
and US enemies and demandir#
an immediate lifting of U
sanctions, reports ,

Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein also chided Arab gov-
ernments for not reflecting the
widespread anger of the Arab
people over last week's air raids
which he said offended both
Christianity and Islam.

As Iraq's 750,000 Christians
began celebrating Christmas,
air raid sirens sounded for half
an hbur over Baghdad in the
early hours of the but
the alert ended without any sign
of tracer fire or fighter jets.

It followed fresh accusations
by a militarg spokesman

ursday that British and US
jets had violated Iraqi air
space. He said 14 formations of
jets flying in from Kuwait and
Saudi Arabia breached Iraqi
territory for the third succes-
sive day.

The official media toda
again sounded the death kn
for the United Nations Special
Commission (UNSCOM)
charged with disarming Iraq.
and poured scorn on French ei-
forts to find a compromise way
out of the arms crisis.

The Ath-thawra daily said a
French proposal for a funda-
mental review of relations be-
tween the UN and Iraq was a

an cooked up with the United

tates, and that France was not
free from blame for last week's
air strikes.

"France is not entirely inno-
cent...its president and gov-
ernment knew about the
planned British-US aggression
and were not opposed to it,” said
Ath-thawra.

"The United States knows its
aggression will lead to the
demise of UNSCOM, will end
the work of the inspectors and
divide the Security Council.

"That is why they needed to
turn to a third party who would

be accepted by Iraq and its allies

to propose a get-out solution,”
said the paper of the ruling
Baath Party, adding that Iraq
would not be fooled by the
proposal.

ench President Jacques
Chirac called for a review of
measures to contain Iraq's
weapons programme in the af-
termath of the strikes and said
the time was right for a 'funda-
mental review' of relations be-
tween Baghdad and the United
Nations — a call repeated by
French ministers throughout
this week.

. Ath-thawra said not even
the sacking of UNSCOM chief
Richard Butler, dubbed 'mad
dog' by Baghdad, would lead to
the return of the arms inspec-
tors and insisted only the lift-
ing of UN sanctions could lead
to disarmament progress,

"The sacking or resignation
of Butler would not be enough

and we need an immediate lift-
ing of the embargo. After that,

Iraq could discuss the issue of

the continuation of permanent
surveillance by cameras and
other means," said the paper.

Lankan team
due today to
visit CHT

KHAGRACHHARI, Dec 25: A
1 5-member tion from Sri
Lanka arrives in Dhaka today
on a tour of the three hill dis-
tricts following the historic

EF; peace agreement, reports

The team led by minister for
social services Bertie Premalal
Dissanayake, during its two-
day stay in EEHT thmn gather ex-

riences from the t-
g:cnrd situation in Lﬂ?mmg
tricts fm puﬁuﬁiga: applica-
tion in a t peace in
the strifc-tmnn%ﬂ Lanka.

The delegation comprises
members of parliament,
monks, peace campaigners and
journalists.

The team will meet PCJSS
chief Santu Larma, tribal lead-
ers Upendra Lal Chakma,
Hangshaddhaja Chakma, edu-
cated section of the tribal com-
munities and leaders of Ban-

alee Krishak-Sramik Kalyan
arishad and Adibashi Ban-
galee Sangsad.

It will visit Dighinala thana
where tribal refugees from In-
dia have been rehabilitated.

The Sri Lankan team will
also discuss various aspects of
the peace accord and the on-go-
ing process of its implementa-
tion with the senior army offi-
cers there.

On conclusion of the visit,
they will hold a press confer-

“ence at Khagrachhari Circuit

House Sunday evening.

10 hurt as dock

workers clash
at Ctg Port

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 25: At
least ten Eeraunl were injured
in a clash between two rival
groups of dock workers in front
of the booking office at Chit-
tagong Port this evening, police
and port sources said.

e clash erupted at one
stage of altercation between the
two groups of registered and un-
registered dock workers at 5 pm
over payment of incentive
money, police said.

During the clash, both the

ps chased each other.

Police immediately rushed
to the spot and dispersed the
clashing groups.

Maid allegedly

commits

suicide

A maid allegedly committed
suicide at her employer's resi-
dence in the city's Shahjahan-
pur area yesterday, reports
APB.

Police and hospital sources
said Lipi, 17, of villagg Vclgua
in Shibﬁanj thana of Bogra dis-
trict allegedly committed sui-
cide at her employer's 501,
North Shahjahanpur residence
in the early hours of yesterday.

Quoting the FIR, police said
Lipi had gone to bed after taking
shehri at about 2 am. But in the
morning, the family members
found her dead in the kitchen.

Being informed, Motijheel
police rushed to the scene and
recovered the body. The bod
was sent to Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hnsgﬁta] for autopsy.

Motijheel thana registered
an unnatural dFath case.

Bin Laden’s cali
to kill Britons,

Americans

CAIRO, Dec 25: The Muslim
militant Osama Bin Laden has
urged Muslims to kill Ameri-
cans and Britons for supporting
their armed forces' attacks on
Iraqg, according to an interview
with an Arabic newspaper, re-
ports AP.

"The British and the Ameri-
can people loudly declared their
support for their leaders' deci-
sion to attack Iraq,” Bin Laden
said in today's edition of the
newspaper Asharq Al-Awsat.

This made it "the duty of
Muslims to confront, fight and
kill (Britons and Americans),”
Bin Laden said. "And anything
that can be taken from them by
force is the rightful prize of
Muslims."

Religious rights
From Page 1

Addressing the gathering,
Hasina said the main teachin
of all religions is humanity an
love for mankind.

She said "Love to humanity
is also the core of Christianity
... Islam also speaks of doing
maximum good to the people.”

The Prime Minister ex-
pressed her gratitude to the
Christian community for their
role during the recent devastat-
ing flood. With united efforts of
al}F sections of society, the na-
tion could successiully over-
come the situation, she said.

Father of the Nation Ban%-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man incorporated secularism
in the Constitution to ensure re-
ligious freedom for all sections
of society, she said, adding that
the Awami League manifesto
also uphelds secularism.

Archbishop Michael Rozario
and Bishop B B Mandal also
spoke on the occasion. Reve-
rand Michael Susamoy Das
conducted a prayer after the
function.



