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Palestlman Pre51dent Yasser Arafat wlth Michel Sabhah

Patriarch of the Holy Land, at the conclusion of the
Christmas Midnight MHEE in St Catherine's Franciscan
Church. In his Midnight Mass address, Patriarch Sabbah
spoke of Palestinian disillusionment after five years of
peacemaking with Israel has failed to bear fruit as the
millennium draws to a close. — AP/UNB photo |

12 die as LTTE boat capsizes: %

motorboat carrying 12 Tamil Tiger rebels, inc

ranking

ding two top

local guerilla leaders, capsized in the sea after an
accident, rebel radio said Friday. AP r c]:»orts from Vavuniya.
The Voice of Tigers radio monitore

the northern city of

Vavuniya said two lieutenant colonels were among the dead. It
gave no other details and did not say when or exactly where the

accident took place.

Russia launches satellite: russias

strategic rocket forces su‘cr:tssfull{ launched a Kosmos-series
a

milit

satellite from a northern

unching pad. officials said

on Friday, AP reports from Moscow.

The satellite was launched ato

a Kosmos-3M hmatt:r ruckct

at 11:02 pm Moscow time (2002 GMT) Thursday from the
Pleasetsk cosmodrome, the strategic miss.ile forces command

8 kl]led at X-mas party in SAr.mE.Clight
people were killed when armed gate-crashers sto a

Christmas party in Margaze, in South Africa's Kwazulu-Natal
province, and opened fire, furious at not being invited, police
said yesterday, AFP reports from Durban.

Two others were injured after the unwanted guests were
refused entry late Thursday, while seven guests escaped
unharmed. The killers escaped.

Evacuation of foreigners begins

Rebels threaten to
Freetown

capture

ABIDJAN, Dec 25: The
deputy leader of the rebel
movement in Sierra Leone told
AFP Friday that his forces
would take Freetown "after the
New Year” if the gm'ernment
does not to open dialogu

"Our men are Etandi dg hj,r tn
take the city. We are ready to at-
tack at any moment," said Sam
Bockarie, deputy leader of the
revolutionary United Front.

"We already have some men
in Freetown," he said, addin
that his forces numbere
"30,000 strong seasoned fight-
ers’ across the country.

The Nigerian-led interven-
tion force, ECOMOG, charged
with maintaining security in
Sierra Leone, has beefed up se-,
curity in and around the capital
after a series of rebel attacks in
the area. An attack on Tuesday

in Waterloo. some 30 kilome-
tres outside of Freetown, pro-
voked panic among civilians
and sparked fear that rebels
would target the capital next.
Meapwhile, the United Na-

' tions on Thursday said it was

evacuating about a third of its
116 staff from Sierra Leone but
leaving the rest of its workers
in the West African nation.

Spokesman Manoel De
Almeida e Silva said about 40
employees, mainly civilians,
were being sent to neighbouring
Guinea, while others in outly-
ing regions were moved to
Freetown.

AP adds: Two British Royal
Air Force Hercules military
transporter planes on Thursday
evacuated 81 British and Euro-

pean citizens — including nine
[talian Eriests — from Sierra
Leone, the Foreign Office said.

teachings: Saddam

BAGHDAD, Dec 25: In a
Christmas m e to his peo-
ple, President Saddam Hussein
said that US and British
airstrikes on Iraq violated the
teachings of Jesus and called on
all believers to "face up to these
criminals,” reports AP.

Some 5 per cent of Iraq's 22
million people are Christians
and Saddam issues a Christmas
address each

"The rulers of America and
Britain ... are the enemies of
God,” Saddam said in his ad-
dress, which was carried by the
official Iraqi News Agency.

"Their criminal a ressiun
was against not only Iraq but
also against humanity
mankind and the principles
called for by Jesus,” he said.

Saddam called on all believ-
ers to "face up to these criminals
who respect no sanctity.”

The United States and
Britain launched air attacks
a;ajnst Iraq in the early hours

Dec 17 after the United Na-
tions withdrew its weapons in-

spectors saying that Iraq was
b ocking their work.

Iraq has said it will not al-
low the inspectors to return.

It says more than 40 civil-
ians and 62 soldiers were killed
in the strikes on some 100 tar-

gets.

Since the four-day bombing
cam ended Sunday, Ira
has accused the United States
and Britain of violating Iraqi
airspace and firing two mis-
siles near the southern city pf
Basra, Washington and London
denied the allegations.

INA, quntin% an army
spokesman, said lat

that 14 formations of war-
planes violated Iraqi airspace
in the morning. It did not iden-
tify the planes or say how many
were involved, but said they en-
tered Iraq from Saudi Arabian
and Kuwaiti airspace.

The news agency said the
planes were out of the range of
Iragi air defences.

Air raid sirens sounded

e Thursday

twice in Baghdad early Friday,
the first time since end of the
bombing.

There was no immediate ex-
planation. No anti-aircraft fire
was heard. Motorists seemed to
ignore them, and light traffic
continued to flow in the streets.

Journalists at the Al-
Rasheed Hotel were blocked
from leaving the hotel and were
asked by management to go to
the bomb shelter.

"I have no knowledge why
the sirens have gone ofl,” Pen-
tagon spokesman Glenn Flood
said in Washington. "The US
Defence Department is not re-
sponsible for it, and It's not do-
ing anything.”

Despite the end of the
bombing, the Iraqi military
remains on alert. Road junc-
tions, strategic sites and main
roundabouts in Baghdad are
still patrolled by militia of the
ruling Baath Party, a move
taken just before the airstrikes

began.
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l_y Airstrikes violated Jesus'

Iraqgi Roman Catholics light candles prior to a Christmmas Mass at the Maree-Yousuf

Church in Baghdad Thursday.

PRISTINA. Yugoslavia., Dec
25: The Kosovo Liberation
Army (KLA), the armed group
fighting for Kosovo's indepen-
dence from Belgrade, an-
nounced Thursday it was break-
ing a truce it unilaterally de-
clared in the province on Octo-
ber 8, reports AFP.

Meanwhile, the Catholic
priest of Pristina appealed on
Christmas Eve for a halt to
fighting in Kosovo after a day
which saw the worst fi
between Serb forces and Alba-
nian separatists in many
weeks.

"We pray that the war will
stop,” Father Janez said before

a congregation of some 250 peo-

ple.

A Cler said ° few
people” had come to worship
compared to previous years. No

" official from the international

community present in Kosovo
attended the service.
The church of St Anthony

which has room for 500 people
was "too small to fit everyone
in, before the fighting began,
now people are too scared to go
out at nights,” he said.

Several thousand Catholics
live in Pristina which has a
population of about 200,000,

About 70 per cent of the eth-
nic Albanians in Kosovo are
Muslims. 20 per cent Orthodox
and 10 per cent Catholic.

AP adds: A Serb assault on
an Albanian rebel stronghold
in Kosovo was condemned
Thursday by the State Depart-
ment as unjustified.

Concerned with increased
violence in the Serbian
province, the de nt urged
Serbs and ethnic Albanians to
act with restraint and avoid es-
calating the conflict.

Brushing aside NATO and
US warnings, Serb tanks and
troops struck Podujevo, a
Kosovo Albanian rebel

KL A declares end to truce

stronghold, trig a:rin%l what
both sides called tierce fighting
and setting back US-led peace
efforts.

In a statement issued by a
dpokesmm, Lee McClenny, the

i)artment condemned the

itary action begun Wednes-

day by combined forces of the
Yugoslav army and internal se-
curity police near the town.

e statement condemned
all breaches of the ceasefire, in-
cluding provocative attacks
committed by elements of the
Kosovo Liberation Army.

Belgrade's "disproportionate

and indiscriminate reaction,
however, cannot be justified,”
the statement said.

The Clinton admjmstratlnn

hopes to persuade the two sides

to on a restoration of self-
rule but not independence for
Kosovo, whose population is

nearly 90 per cent ethnic Alba-

nian.

HiZ

NEpul s newly .lppmnted Prime Minister Gll“l]..l Pmadd hﬂll‘dld h‘f'l tdkE‘b oath in frnnt nf

King Birendra during a ceremony at Royal Palace in Kathmandu Thursday.

Koirala

returned to power with the help of a communist group despite losing majority in

Parliament.

— AP/UNB photo

DPRK plans to launch
another satellite

BEIJING, Dec 25: North Ko-
rea is preparing te launch an-
other satellite despite interna-
tional opposition, the country's
official media reported Friday,
says AP,

North Korea fired a three-
stage rocket on Aug 31 that flew
over Japan and landed in the
Pacific an. North Korea said
the rocket launched a satellite.
Japan has dismissed that
claim, saying it was a ballistic
missile.

The North Korean rt by
its state-run Korean Central
News Agency and by the
ernment newspaper ong
Sinmun, confirmed earlier re-
ports in Russia and E sug-
gesting another laurich was
imminent.

The newspaper, cited in a re-
port from the North Korean

capital by China's state-run
Xinhua News Agency, said the
next satellite would be launched
"at a proper timing," and despite
strong opposition from the
United States.

North Korea would not
change its position on the issue,
it said, reiterating dentials that
the previous launch was a mis-
511!: test:

“It is foolish for the United

States to expect any change in .

our attitude," The KCNA report
said. "We are fully ready to
launch an artificial satellite
again when we think it is neces-

S

arﬁv‘he Aug 31 launch sharp-
ened international fears over
the reclusive communist coun-
try's suspected missile and nu-
clear weapons development
Programmes.

Beijing steps up control over
pornography, political texts

BEIJING, Dec 25: China has
stepped up a ban on foreign po-
litical tcxta and pornography as
part of a nationwide drive to
tighten government control
over the publishing and enter-
tainment industries, state me-
dia said today, reports Reuters.

At a national conference of
top press, publishing and secu-
rity officials, participants de-
cried the growing numbers of
publishing houses, churning
out pornography and other ille-
gal materials.

They also warned that a

large number of "fo politi-
cal publications” had been re-
uced in China.
"At present, the illegal publi-
cation problem is stil c]g
rious,” The People's Dail:,r E-El.ld

in a report on the conference.
“There has been an increase

in type and number of overseas
publications with serious polit-
ical problems.” the newspaper
said.

"Reproduction and sale of
these works, especially in some
large and medium-sized cities
have become very apparent.”

Although the conference
trumpeted China's success in
regulating publishing since a
nationwide anti-porn campaign
began in 1994, participants
admitted that the country faced
an uphill battle.

According to statistics re-
leased at the meeting, China
had confiscated nearly 30 mil-
lion illegally published books
and periodicals since 1994

It had also seized some 35
million illegal audio-visual
products, of which 300,000 were

determined to have illegal po-
litical content.

In a front-page commentary,
the newspaper warned that big
profits earned from porn and
other underground books would
make flghtu[ﬁ illegal publish-
ing a long, difficult pmcr:ss.

It also repeated the govern-
ment's mantra that social sta-
bility is of paramount impor-
tance in 1999, which will mark
the 50th anniversary of the
founding of communist China
and the return of Macau to Bei-
jing's rule,

If these problems are not re-
solved, they will seriously affect
social order, harm the mental
health of the youth, assail
development of the publishing
industry and lead to large eco-
nomic and tax losses,” the
commentary said.

4-yr-old asks
Annan to
'work it out'

with Saddam

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 25:
Among the many letters sent
daily to UN Secretary-General
Kofi Annan was one from a 4-
year-old boy who told him to
"make up and work it out" with
Iraqi President Saddam Hus-
sein, reports Reuters.

The New York child, Lucas
Olson Duffy, who gave his age as
four years and 11 months said:
“Dear Mr Annan, please talk to
the President of Iraq, please
make up and work it out.
Lucas ..

In r:ply. Annan sent a
handwritten letter, saying "l am
glad to see that one is never too
young to s out for ce, |
Ernmisc you | will work very

ard for peace in Iraq and ev-
here else in the world.”

UN spokesman Manoel de
Almeida e Silva, who released
the letter on Thursday, said
Annan had received hundreds
of messages, mainly from
Americans, since the United
States and Britain carried out
four days of bombing raids
against Iraq that ended on Sat-

But the one written in Lucas’
childish scrawl "really moved
him,"” the spokesman said.

Because it 1S
insufficiently
respectful to
the monarchy..

BANGKOK, Dec 25: Thailand
on Friday definitively rejected
20th Century Fox's request to
film a remake of "the King and
1" here with Jodie Foster,
ing it insufficiently respectful
to the revered Thali monarchy,
reports AFP,

The decision ends a long
saga over the film, entitled
"Anna and the King" Thai au-
thorities had demanded
changes to the script for the
movie, a remake of the 1950s
classic starring Yul Brynner.

The judge m;cnt was largely a
fnrmalit ox has already said
it will shnut the movie in
Malaysia in March after a sec-
ond script rewrite was rejected
in November.

"The National Film Board
has made its final decision to-
day not to approve the film
‘Anna and the King' to be shot
here in Thailand,”" Thai Film
Board Chairman Prasit Dam-
rongchai told reporters.

e application was rejected
because Fox had been unable to
E uarantee that the script seen

y the board was the final ver-
sion. "In the revised script,
some points have been im-
proved but not enough to u hold
the monarchy,” Prasit sai

"The King and 1" was based
on the bestselling book "Anna
and the King of Siam" published
in 1944, telling the story of
Anna Leonowens, who was
hired as English tutor in the
reign of King alv.

he original film was
banned here for offending Thai

sensibilities.

Dressed as Santa Claus,

activist, blesses a prmt.itute as he continues his AIDS
awareness campaign in the redlight district of Mumbai on

Christmas Eve Thursday.

Anson Thomas, an anti-AIDS

— AP/UNB photo

— AP/UNB photo

Charles for cannabis?

LONDON: A casual ques-
tion at an informal meeting
has drawn since Charles into
the debate on the medicinal
properties of cannabis, re-
ports AP.

During a private Christmas

visit to a charity home in

western England, Charles told

36-year-old n Drake, who
suffers from multiple sclero-
sis, that he had heard the nar-
cotic was good for easing pain
from the disease, according to
British newspapers Thursday.

"He (the

I have tried taking cannabis,

saying that he understood }

that, under strict medial su-

ervision, it was one of the |
The

est things for it."
Guardian, a liberal broad-

sheet, quoted Drake as saying. '
The Sun, a conservative |

tabloid, quoted Drake as say-
ing she was "surprised” by
Charles' question, but wanted

at least to try the drug to ih

discover if it could ease pain.
Campal

welcomed Charles' remarks.

rince) asked me if

ers supporting the use of cannabis for medical use

A spokeswoman for Charles said it was a private visit and a
private conversation, but acknowledged it would be "churlish”
to deny cannabis was mentioned.

Some chocolate.

KHMELNYTSKY, Ukraine:
A Ukrainian candy factory is

fond of President Bill Clinton

and real sweet on Monica, re-
ports AP.

On Thursday, the

- Khmelnytsky ‘factory in its: o

namesake tawn named its
newest chocolate confection
after Monica Lewinsky, the
former White House intern
who... well, you know the rest.

The rectangular chocolates
bearing the name Monica are

intended to show support for §

Clinton, plant officials said.
Clinton visited this former

Soviet republic several years ago and tasted is candies. He later
wrote a letter of congratulations after the plant won an

international prize.

"We keep this letter as a precious relic,

syl Liubovetsky said.
The plant is hoping

" factory director Va-

its Monica chocolates will find a huge

market. Its ]Erﬂﬁh parmﬂr has a]I'EEl{']}-" urdered a IEIIg{': batch ;

The ICD Glnhal Challenger flies over Dsaka Jdpan
Thursday. heading towards the Pacific Ocean, which it is
set to cross at 30,000 feet at an estimated speed of 130

knots.

— AP/UNB photo

Where Christmas is no longer a Christian festival

NEW DELHI, Dec 25: Who
says Christmas is a Christian
festival? If you thought it was,
take a look at India and you'll
think mn.

Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and
people from many other reli-
gions are, like in previous
years, joining Christians
across the country to celebrate
the festival. Cakes, Christmas
trees, wreaths, candles and
Santa Clauses — everything is
in place. The y season has
begun with the countdown to
Christmas and the merrymak-
ing will continue till the New
Year, reports [AN.

Be it carol singing, organis-
m‘ blic dances, plays, music

als, exhibitions, fetes,

E nativity scenes, deco-

rating Christmas trees, dress-
up as Santa Claus or even

ending midnight mass, peo-
ple from all [faiths are in-
volved,

This is not surprising. Says
D.L. Sheth, a sociologist with
the Delhi-based Centre for
Study of Developing Societies
(CSDS): "India is a pluralist
country where different cul-
tures are interlocked. People
celebrate every festival.”

"The festival is now cele-
brated by thc elite (among non-
Christians). has become a

. a mark
says

ymbol of modernity..
nf modern behaviour,”
Sheth.

Adds Balbir Arora, a sociol-

fFlst at the Jawaharlal Nehru
niversity, here: "It is a

metropolitan phenomenon, a
art of westernisation. Liberal-
sation has also helped.”

In Goa, members of various
communities have tradition-
ally exchanged sweets and gifts
on Christmas. In B ore, a
large number of Hindus partici-
pate in the midnight mass at
the Church of the Infant Jesus
or the St. Mary's Basilica.

Then there is the huge mid-
night mass at the magnificent
St. Paul's Cathedral in Calcutta
that is attended by number of
people belonging to different
religions. Says Calcutta-based
jnurnaliat Malini Sen, who at-

" tends mass every year, "For me,

Christmas is a very dear festi-
val. We even used to have socks
hung with gifts. It was a shock
when | found Santa Claus was
my father.”
In kﬂtﬁmg with the secular
spirit of tival, a number
of schools or Christmas
arties — complete with a
Ehﬂutmau tree and a Eanta
Claus — for their utud:ntp
Chandigarh, ‘more than fﬂﬂ
schools held such parties where

' have been doing

Santa Claus distributed sweets
and gifts.

"It is the most enjoyable day
of the year and we wait the
whole year for this day to be in
school with a party dress and
lots of celebrations.,” said
Priyamwada Tiwari, a student

‘at Sacred Heart Convent in

Chandigarh.

With examinations over and
schools closing for the winter,
children are also in a festive
mood. Delphy Biswas, a fifth

rader at the La Martinier
chool in Calcutta, for in-
stance, says she and her friends
the rounds of
their neighbourhood, singing
carols,

Schools across Kerala have
also been organising carol
singing and children from all
religions participate in it. "I
like Infant Jesus the most. |
always kceg a picture of Infant
J:aus

me," said S. S.

Ramya, a tenth ade Hindu
student of the Cotton Hill
School in Thiruvananthapu-
ram. :
*This shows Christmas has,
turned secular," said N. Mo-

" hanan, a Malayalam short-

writer. "In my childhood, .
I had not even heard of Christ-

‘mas. As years pass by, Christ-

more memorable and

mas is becoming a more and
oyous
occasion in my family. Many of
my readers send me Christmas
cards,” he said.

Agreeing with him, Neil
O'Brien, a prominent member
of Calcutta's sizeable Anglo-In-
dian community, said:
"Christmas is much more uni-
versal in appeal and is secular
today.”

In Calcutta, Cl'u‘lstmaa cele-
brations begin early. Eve ar
on December 1 the city's 194-
year-old New Market av:rﬂuws
with Christmas trees, pa
hats and Slitz}r baubles. ::l

you know that Christmas — or
Hurm Din (Big Day) as it is
called — is approaching. .

The city, which was the ca
tal of the British empire in In-
dia till 1912, when the seat of

ower shifted to Delhi, was

own for picnics, river es

and fﬂncy dress balls during

Christmas season. Now thkse

are mere memories but the
spirit hasn't faded.

A number of businesses are

using the festive occasion to sell

their wares.

Christmas in Goa, where 30
er cent of the population is
hristian, is a time for brisk

business. A number of tourists

. articles r

flock to the coastal state for
Christmas and New Year and
this means hard work for the
hospitality industry

me complain that the fo-
cus of Christmas celebrations
has shifted to luxury and five-
star hotels, which nrglanlse
lavish and expensive celebra-
tions to cater to tourists and the
elite.

Apart from the usual dis-
count sales on a range of items
like electric fans, ovens, gifts,
novelties, furniture. garments,
toys and electronic ‘gﬂﬂﬂs a
number of makeshift shops
selling cards and Christmas
ormaments have also sprung up
suddenly in different cities
across the country.

In Mumbai, enterprising
shopowners have chosen the
festival season this year to
launch their online sales. E-
commerce has picked up pace as

j‘ng from Christ-
mas trees, c greeting cards
as well as music casscttes and
CDs are being sold on the Inter-
net.

In Delhi, hotels, restau-
rants, ts and accessories
outlets, bakeries and even
florists are vying to attract
customers. Designer scarves
and quilts in "Christmas
colours” are vying for attention

alongside “traditional Christ-
mas guudies“ like mince pies
and cakes.

Since cakes and pastries are
an integral part of the festival,
bakery uwners are doing brisk
business. In Calcutta, long
queues formed in front of re-
puted confectionary outlets,
which opened extra counters to
cater to the rush of orders. In
almost every shopping centre,
makeshift cake and pastry

shops have sprung up.

A number of shopkeepers
have asked for more cakes this
time. "We find it difficult to
meet their demands.” K.

'Rosamma, ‘'owner of a bakery in

Pala in Kerala's Kottayam dis-
trict, said.

In Bangalore,
Mecanised Bakery Ltd. has
come up with an innovative
way to celebrate the festival..It
hosts an annual Cake Exhibi-
tion, which attracted over
250,000 visitors last year. This
time the centrepiece of the ex-
hibition was a model of United
Nations building. The U.N.
cake was 22 feet tall and
weighed 4.5 tonnes. Another
cake that attracted visitors was
an 18-feet-long, six-feet-broad
model of the "Titanic" that

weighed 850 kg.

the Nilgiri




