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Impact of growing ship-breaking industry

Wake up call for S Asian nations

Alang (Gujarat), Dec 24 : The
stand-oll between Greenpeace
activists and a shipp com-
gany at Botany Bay harbour in

ydney has come as a wake up
call for South Asian countries
where ship-breaking is a
growing industry.

In a high-pitch drama last
week, six activists of Green-
peace and Basel Action Net-
work, another worldwide envi-
ronmental organisation, clung
to the bow of a ship called 'En-
counter Bay', preventing it from
sailing on its last commercial
voyage.

The ship. which belongs to
the German company P&O
Nedloyd, was destined to end up
in the world's largest ship-
breaking yard here on India's
Weslt coast.

Greenpeace activists claimed
that the ship, which contained
hazardous wastes like asbestos
and heavy metals, was part of
an international conspiracy to
dump toxic wastes in Asia.
While being broken apart, the
ship would have polluted the
sea dangerously besides harm-
ing the health and lives of
workers.

Claiming that the Indian
subcontinent had become the

final destination for most
ships around the world, the
Greenpeace activists demanded
that the ship be de-toxified in
Europe before sending it to Asi-
a's ship-breaking yards.

According to the Lloyd's
Ship;l?iing Register, apart from
warships, there are about
45,000 ocean-going vessels in-
cluding container ships, gen-
eral cargo ships, tankers, fer-
ries. cruise liners and special
ships for research and cable
laying.

Every year, about 700 of
these ships are decommis-
sioned after an average service
of 29 years at sea. About 70 per
cent of these ships are scrapped
in India while the remaining
are taken apart in Pakistan,
Bangladesh and China. Viet-
nam and Philippines are the
new entrants to the business.

In the 1970s, ship-breakin
had been a highly mechanise
industrial operation carried
out mainly in Great Britain,
Spain, Mexico and Brazil. Dur-
ing the 1980s, the industry
shifted to Asian countries
where cheap labour was abun-
dantly available. This shilt
changed the nature of the in-
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dustry from highly mechanised
to labour-intensive.

In the mid-eighties, half of
the world's ship-breaking was
done in China but India took
over the mantle of the indsutry
leader by the beginning of this
decade, with Pakistan and
Bangladesh following suit.

While as much as 95 per cent
of iship's mass consists of high
quadlity steel, which is recov-
ered during the scrapping oper-
ations, the remainin Ve per
cent is comprised of non-fer-
rous metal components, paints
and <coatings, insulation and
sealing materials, electric ca-
bling, cabin walls, decorative
tiling, floor coverings and so
on. Besides, there are fuel rem-
nants like lubricating oil and
heat transfer fluids, which need
to be removed from the wreck.

According to Greenpeace ac-
tivist Nityanand Jayaraman,
what causes maximum harm to
the workers' health and the sur-
rounding environment is the
asbestos used in these materi-
als.

Asbestos, a known cancer-
causing material now banned
in many countries including
Germany, has f[ibres thinner

than one micrometre which
lodge themselves in human tis-
sues as body enzymes cannot
destroy them. Eventually they
cause connective tissue of the
lung to shrink leading to a dis-
ease called asbestosis.

Environmental samples col-
lected by Greenpeace activists
from Alang and Mumbai have
revealed high levels of asbestos,
heavy metals and other dan-
gerous chemicals.

Unprotected exposure to
hazardous chemical agents and
total absence of labour laws
have made thousands of work-
ers in the ship-breaking indus-
try vulnerable to death and dis-
ease, Jayaraman says.

The Alang and Sosiya ship-
breaking yards in the western
state of Guj}?rat employ about
40.000 workers, most of whom
are migrants from eastern
siates like Orissa and Bihar.
Employed on a daily wage basis,
they are not covered by India’s
labour laws, nor do they get any
medical facilities.

A worker at Alang gets Rs. 60
(S 1.4) per day going upto a max-
imum of three dollars a day for

a high-risk, high-skill job like

cutting the top of a ship.
Working with bare hands

and without any protective
gear, workers are involved in
accidents which have become
common at the at the ship-
breaking yard. Even a death at
the yard does not halt work 50
yards away, according to Ja-
yaraman.

It was only in 1997, when a
gas explosion killed 50 workers
at Alang, that the Gujarat gov-
ernment made wearing of pro-
tective helmets compulsory.
However, a visil to the yard re-
veals the truth. Majority of
workers slmplﬁ tie a cotton
cloth around their nostrils for
protection while the much-
touted headgear was nowhere in
sight.

The yard and the workers'
hutments are divided by a dusty
road on which trucks continue
to Ejass in a serpentine queue
kicking up dust contaminated
with asbestos fibres and parti-
cles of heavy metals.

In this highly accident prone
industrial area, there is no op-
erational fire station while the
nearest well equipped hospital
is 28 kilometres away in Bhav-
nagar town where the critically
injured workers are taken.

--India Abroad News Service

The workplace

It's taken a long time co
but early in the New Year the
“Fairness at Work" White Paper
will finally be published.

Ever since Labour was
elected. it has been the focus of
the ideological struggle within
the party - and within the gov-
ernment.

It has been a battle fought
right on the line between New
Labour and its older variant.

Indeed, if there is a faultline
presaging damaging tremors in
the government, issues like
where the balance of power in
workplaces should lie will
surely be at the centre of it.

That, no doubt, is all for the
future, For the moment, we now
know what the White Paper will
say. J

It means a big shift in the
balance of power towards the
employed, whether union
members or not. For better or
worse, though, the shift is not
as big as it would have been
without the appointment of Pe-
ter Mandelson as former Trade
and Industry Secretary.

Business lobby
The main change is to the
provision to give unions auto-
matic recognition where they

have more than half the mem-

bers. In other words, if more
than 50 cent of eme)lenyncs in
a workplace are members of a
union, the employer would have
had to deal with the union un-
der the original scheme without
the employees being balloted.
The CBI lobbied hard and Mr

Mandelson softened the provi-
sion. Employers will be able to
appeal to a revamped Central
Arbitration Committee if they
feel that union recognition
would “be conducive to sus-
tainable and good industrial re-

lations”. :

The argument apparently is
that even if more than half the
employees are in a union, they
may not want the union to rep-
resent them {theg may have
joined for other benefits like
cheap insurance).

Employers might argue then
that imposing a union would
merely disrupt a basically
happy situation.

In reality, it is hard to imag-
ine many such situations but
the opportunity for a.rireal does
make union recognition more
complicated, demanding more
time and effort on both parties.

Obscure body to the

. fore

It also puts a great burden on
the Central Arbitration Com-
mittee. This is an obscure body
destined to become less obscure.

It will mean that the compo-
sition of the committee will be
crucial. Back in the 1960s,
ACAS decided such issues. The
union appointees voted as one.
So did the employer appointees.

The individual academics
tended to side one way or the
other (their sympathies came
~out consistently in the vote]).
One academic appointee,

though, did tend to switch his

politics

vote so in effect every decision
was made by him. .

It will be much the same
with the CAC so who is on it
will determine whether
or employers get the results
they want.

Business champion

It is assumed that the com-
position will be decided by the
new g&*ad; angyg_i;lultry -
tary Stephen #

Clearly, Mr Mandelsori
would have made very different
choices to his predecessor, Mar-
garet Beckett. And that is prob-
ably the point of the changes.
Labour was committed to the
new law in the manifesto.

Mr Mandelson saw himself
as the guarantor of business in-
terests in the government.

Labour can not go back to its
old perceived hostility to prof-
itable business and Mr M was
the bulwark t that.

The law will be more com-
plicated with a lot more fu
definitions, all making wor
for the lawyers.

Unions emerge bruised from
the experience - but recognise
that the law is still much better
than they could have dreamt of
before Labour was elected. The
word “betrayal” is not on their
lips.

: Some of the shine has %;ne
off the love affair, though. That
may or may not matter iri the

future.
—BBC Internet

EU aid budget 1gnoring poorest

Mike Crawley writes from London

The European Commission has turned development priorities upside down, favouring countries
that are geographically close instead of those that have the greatest need. But as Europe prepares
to set its development budget for the first six years of the new millennium, Gemini News Service
reports that pressure for change is growing.

The statistics couldn’'t be
much starker.

The European Commission
spent three-quarters of its de-
velopment aid on low-income
countries during the 1980s. Now
those same countries receive
barely half.

The shift has come despite a
European Union commitment
to the international communi-
ty's goal of bringing half of the
world's poor out of extreme

rty by 2015.

It's a shift that must be re-
versed, according to a growing
number of voices, and not just
from the South.

The EC's aid spending came
under fire in a recent report
from the Organisation for Eco-
nomic Co-operation and Devel-
opment, which represents the
major industrialised western
economies. [ts Development
Assistance Committee called
into guestion "how far the EC
policy on poverty is reflected in
the allocation nlyajd resources.”

The report said: "The EC al-
locates a lower proportion of its
resources to lower income coun-
tries than most other donors
and there has been a trend for
this share to fall over recent
years."

Another strong opposing
voice comes from Clare Short,
Britain's secretary of state for
international development.
She says EC aid spending is
"‘skewed quite dreadfully
against the poorest” and slams
its programmes for ineffi-
ciency.

Even the EU's Development
Council — the development
ministers from each European
country — has expressed con-
cern about the lack of attention
to poverty in its spending.

urope’s international de-
velopment spending matters
because of its size. The EC is the
world's fifth-largest develop-
ment assistance donor, with a
current annual budget of $5.3
billion.

The ECis currently prepar-
ing what it calls its "financial
perspectives” for the years
2000-2006. These will be the
terms that set out how aid
money will be spent, and they
are scheduled to be signed next
March.

That's why the criticism of
the EC comes at a crucial time.
And since the commission will
dole out some $48 billion in aid
during that period, those priori-
ties will have a major impact
on developing couhtries.

The British House of Com-
mons international develop-
ment committee — made up of
politicians of all stripes — re-
cently visited Brussels in its in-
vestigation into EC aid spend-

ing.

"We learnt a great deal about
the problems that are facing the
EC's development budget,” says
committee chairman Bowen
Wells, a Conservative. 'We came
back really very worried about
it.'

" Back in 1995, the European
Union chose to allocate a great
deal of aid to the southern
Mediterranean and North
Africa — known as the Meda
countries in EU jargon. The de-
cision was based on geopolitics.
not the principle of greatest
need. As a result, current EC aid
spending shows such vast dis-
crepancies as Morocco receiv-
n ﬂi%ht times the per capita

of Bangladesh and Ethiopia.

"It was never that people sat
down and said "Ha, ha, ha, let's
take the money away from the
poor,” says Short. "It was other
political imperatives that came
about.”

She says the EC's faflure was
not to entrench poverty-reduc-
tion as a guiding principle,
snmethin? that she's now de-
manding Irom Europe.

“The implications of those
decisions weren't really thought
through then, but now that it's
obvious, I hnge eople will try
to readjust the balance,” says
Helen O'Connell of the London-
based aid agency One World Ac-
tion.

Her NGO is among those
joining the clamor against the
EC's EPcnding priorities. It was
part ol a delegation represent-
ing some of the biggest UK-
based aid agencies — including
Oxfam, ave the Children
Fund, Christian Aid and the
Catholic Fund for Overseas De-
velopment — that submitted a
report blaming the EC for "ill-

udged decisions” when it set its
nancial guidelines for 1993-
99.

They call for the EC to fix its
minimum spending on poor
countries at 62 per cent of its
development budget. the aver-
age among EU member states.

Not only has the distribu-
tion of EC aid money come un-
der attack, so has the efficiency
of its programs. Decision mak-
ing is fractured, responsibility
is diffused and the commission
has no way of measuring the ef-
fect of its development work.

Meanwhile, some 27 per cent
of the development bu
mains unspent, and the gap be-
tween n::umm.itr?cms and spend-
ing is %cwdng arger,

Stalf in Britain's Depart-
ment for International Devel-
opment (DFID} says there are

three things the EC ‘should do:

bring in people with skills in
health and population, and
make beiter use of local staff,
and change its management

get re- |

Europe's priorities

The European Union is spending less of its development
budget on low-income countries and sub-Saharan Africa,
while spending more on middie-income countries, Eastern

Europe and North Africa

How Europe spends aid money
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culture, which is hamstrung by
procediires.

The EC has 43 different sels
of procedures for contracting
and tendering its development
ETD}EEIE, says Mark Lowcock.

ead of DFID's EU department.

The EC directorate-general
for development is far from
overstaffed. In fact, per dollar
spent, it has one-third the staff
of the World Bank and half the
staff of bilateral development
ageficies,

Still, Short rejects any in-
crease in staff. She also opposes
the EC's proposal to boost its
budget.

"l think it would ludicrous to
increase it when already the
spending is so ineffective,” she
says. Entrenching the princi-
ple of money to the poorest
courntries is more important.
This is a very dangerous and
flawed argumgnt. a badly run
organisation asking for more
staff.”

Among NGOs, the current
strategy to create change in

Sub-Saharan
Africa

N.Africa &
Middle East & ~ai

spending priorities is to target
tﬁ:t European Parliament
rather than the EC, O'Connell
says. The Parliament can estab-
lish the principle of safeguard-
ing spending on the least devel-
oped countries and force the
commission to follow suit.

"There's a really strong
group of like-minded states that
are supporting (more spendin
on the poor). says O'Connell. "
think something will happen
because most people can recog-
nise that i1t's inequitable at the
mormnent.

"The real challenge are the
southern Europeéan countries,
which are concerned about the
Meda countries and Germany
and Austria that are concerned
about their near neighbors in
the east.”

— Gemini News

The author is a Canadian
Jjournalist worki in London
Jfor Gemini News Seruvice on a
Sfellowship from the Interna-
tional Development Research
Centre.

Consumer electronics embrace

NEW YORK, Dec 24: The digi-
tal revolution in consumer elec-

tronics, including personal
computer . to gain
attention in 1 . and it is ex-

ted to take a stronger hold of
E?ec market in the coming year.
In 1998 the consumer elec-
tronics industry set the
oundwork for the switch to
igital products from analogue
products, as companies formed
alliances and introduced new
products in the nal com-
puter , digital camera and
dl?lt - television arenas. Digi-
ta
sharper, er-

technology roduces
ages and crisper sound.

“Everything is going from
analogue to digital,” Kevin
Hause, an analyst at Interna-
tional Data Corp. He added the
shift will drive the consumer
electronics market for the next
five to six years.

Personal computer-type gad
gets are perhaps most reflective
of the digital age. and
3Com .8 Palm Pilot is ev-
gﬁonc': avourite example. It

ers calendar and dress
book functions and the latest

“version will allow access to the

tion im-_

Internet and real-time data
such as stock guotes.

“These products let you take
pieces from the Internet away
with you,” said Matthew Nor-
dan. an analyst at Forrester Re-
search. In 1999, 3.5 million
units of devices similar to
3Com’'s Palm Pilot, smart
phones and near-personal
computers will be sold in the
U.S.. with a vast majority of
them pocket-sized, Forrester

ICLs.

As PC gadgets become hot
items, home networking will
grow, and may down the line
reach a "Jetsons-esque” level,
in which everything in the
home is compuferised.

In the near-term, however,
networks that enable users to
connect muluB(l:c PCs to print-
ers and other gadgets in the
home will grow, especially as
users get hiiadband Internet

Other digital products that
have attention recently in-
clude CD-writable products,
which allow consumers to
record on compact discs, and
minidisk players. Diamond
Multimedia Systems Inc. has

elicited an uproar from record
studios with its device that al-
lows music to be downloaded
from the Internet.

"We will see more varieties
of products and different stor-
age capacities coming to market

* Provided iamond
survives the litigation process
here,” Hause said. “It's going to
be an interesting race to watch.”

On the video end there is
DVD, which is entering the
home entertainment realm.
However, PaineWebber said in
its 1999 technology forecast
that DVD will not make major
progress in the market against
CD-ROM's due to continued
vendor wrangling over stan-
dardisation.

Still. the products are at-
tracting users. In the first 18
months of sales, 365,000 people
started using CD's, 394,000
VCR's and 1.07 million DVD,
said Jefl Joseph of the Con-
sumer Electronics Manufactur-

Association (CEMA). Digital
VCR's are expected to be the nexi
hot video item, as consumers
become attracted to their real-
time pause and personalised
viewing abilities. '

Although digital cameras
are still mostly practical for
advanced personal compuler
users, according to Interna-
tional Data analyst Ron Glaz,
sales are picking up and manu-
facturers are coming out with
more types of products at lower
prices, especially in the higher-
resolution megapixel varieties.

Manufacturers have intro--

duced digital camera products
that are not dependent on PC's,
such as printers that allow digi-
tal cameras to print their pic-
tures sans computer.

“(Buyers) won't be the indi-
viduals who bought a VCR and
still have the light blinking.
The product is still for the
above-average PC user,” Glaz
sald.

For kids, some of the hottest
gadgets have been interactive
toys, as Hasbro Inc.'s Furby has
penetrated many households
this season. Forrester analyst
Seema Williams expects inter-
active toys to continue to be a
hit with kids.

“l do not see the underlyi
technology (sensors, infrare
.in these machines getting much
cheaper. but rather the way they

R

di oital era

South African goods swamp neighbour

Hastings Nyasulu writes from Lusaka

The label "Made in South Africa" is seen all too frequently in Zambia these days, on everything fro

food to pharmaceuticals. Gemini News Service reports that many Zambians are calling for less

reliance on such imports as local jobs are disappearing in their wake.

Some things seem never to
change. Apartheid South Africa
was, understandably, Zambia's
political enemy number one.
Although its politics now pose
little threat, the post-apartheid
Republic of South Africa (RSA)
is still enemy number one. but
this time in the economic
drena.

Ever since president Freder-
ick Chiluba’s government lib-
eralised the economy, high
qualil;iy South African goods,
including fresh farm produce,
have simply replaced Zambian-
made goods on the shelves. The
fragile Zambian manufacturin
sector can neither withstand
the competition nor, in some
cases, even afford to keep its
machines rolling.

The problem is further com-
pounded by South African laws
which — thanks to preferential
tarift structures — discourage
imports of products from out-
side the Southern African cus-
toms union, which embraces
Namibia, Botswana, Lesotho
and Swaziland.

A popular cartoonist in one
of Zambia's tabloid newspapers
depicted a typical scenario in
the ongoing marketing war be-
tween Lusaka's major depart-
ment stores.

“Just unpacked!” the produce
on the shelves screamed. "Cab-
bages from Cafpe Town! Oranges
from Bloemfontein! Carrots
from Gauteng! Original Irish
potatoes from Ireland via RSA.
Genuine apples from Durban.”

The message is clear to ordi-
hary Zambians: everything
worthwhile is imported, from
mangoes to mushrooms, or-
anges (o cream, beer to wine,
needles to pharmaceutical
products like paracetamol and
chloroquine.

LOS ANGELES, Dec 24: A
sinking ship buoyed the music
industry last year, with phe-
nomenal sales of the "Titanic”
soundtrack and Celine Dion's
own album "Let's Talk About
Love” nudging annual sales up
four per cent — the industry's
second straight year of growth,
reports AP,

With Sony Music leading the
pack, the industry sold 780
million wunits through last
weekend, up from 749 million
through the same weekend in
1997, according to sales moni-
tor SoundScan.

The success of the past two
years marked a rebound from
two years of almost flat sales of
705 million units in 1996 and
690 million in 1995.

The record industry bene-

use the technology getting
smarter,” Williams said.

And then there was this past
autumn’'s high-definition TV
launch. The year 1998 wit-
nessed digital TV's first steps
toward the mainstream, with
manufacturers and networks
Elutting forth high-resolution

DTV.

In November, digital signals
were transmitted in major U.S.
markets and stores began car-
rying high-priced H sets for

curinus consumers. Although

some in the industry are peg-
El;lg the advent of digital to
as momentous as the intro-
duction of coelour TV, many in-
dustry analysts expect it to be a
long time for the now-costly
technology to have any impact
on the mainstream consumer.

CEMA expects the indust
to have sold about 150,0
HDTV sets by the end of 1999,

However, other analysts are
more conservative, n?ggg it
will take at least until or
2003 for all the issues involved

to be settled and standardisa-
tion to occur.

—Reuter Intermet

This does not only happen in
the capital. Even in remote vil-
lages, the tag "Made in RSA" is
an everyday sight. One of the
country's best-known business
consultants, Gilbert Mudenda,
calls Zambia "South Africa's
trading shelf.”

As a result, economists,
farmers, industrialists, fi-
nanciers, academics and oppo-
sition politicians agree that
Zambia's biggest problem right
now is what is seen as unfair
trade competition from the
RSA.

A number of Zambian facto-
ries have closed and once-pros-
perous farms abandoned, push-
ing thousands of workers out of
a job. Formerly active factories
employing more than 100
workers each are now being
turned into warehouses. Their
labour forces scaled down to a
bare dozen at best.

The million-strong base of
those in formal employment in
1990 has now shrunk as low as
240.000.

President Chiluba, once
Zambia's most popular na-
tional trade unionist, has now
been forced to concede that the
trend is an alarming one, and
in mid-November had to call an
insaka (in the local Bemba lan-
guage, a meeting for dialogue
and [inding solutions to a
problem), inviting major eco-
nomic stakeholders to debate
the best ways to "revitalise the
economy” and accordingly
make recommendations for the
1999 budget.

The insaka was unanimous
on one point at least: the biggest
culprits are the South African
companies based in Zambia.

The country's major de-
partment store chain, Shoprite
Checkers, imports almost 90

fited in 1998 from growth in rap
music, the continued success of
country and the popularity of
movie soundtracks. Buyers in-
cluded more teen-age girls and
older buyers of both genders as
the consumer base expanded
beyond young males.

Some signs of potential
problems appeared, however.
Release by such established
artists as REM and Phil Collins
so far have failed to meet sales
expectations, while plenty of
uncertainty exists over sea-

am Co's acquisition of Poly-
ram. NV. which included
thousands of layoffs.

But the year can best be
summed up in one word: "Ti-
tanic.”

Released b
soundtrack

Sony Music, the
or the highest-

r cent of its stocks, including
resh meat. cheese, butter, cab-
bages. ham, potatoes and all
other fresh farm produce. Its
sister company, the Hungry
Lion fast food chain, imports
all its peeled refrigerated pota-
toes. Both companies take ad-
vantage of the zero rated duty
on food imports into Zambia.

Ajay Vashee, president of the
10.000-strong Zambian Na-
tional Farmers' Union, con-
demned the trend, and de-
manded that the government
set 13} a private sector-driven
Board of Tariffs and Interna-
tional Trade, which would have
powers to streamline problems
arising from unfair trade prac-
tices.

"This is the sort of unfair
competition that has killed the
agriculture industry in Zam-
bia." he said. "While the Zam-
bian farmer tries hard to keep
workers in employment by
farming, the government is
showing clearly that it does not

care what happens to the pro-.

duce alter the heavy toil. We are
not scared of competition, but
we cannot stomach unfair com-
petition."

George Chabwera, president
of the Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, insisted that the

government revisit both in-
vestmen! and agricultural pol-

icy.

}r"WE are not against the lib-
eralisation of the economy," he
said, "We are not against pri-
vatisation. But South Africa
and other countries are turnin
Zambia into a dumping groun
for their subsidised exports.
Government policy is forcing
the Zambian consumer to cre-
ate jobs for South Africans, not
Zambians."

The balance of trade situa-

Sinking ship boosts music industry in '98

rossing movie of all time sold
.2 million units through Dec
13, the most recent date avail-
able for individual sales fig-
ures. That's nearly four million
more copies than the closest al-
bum, Dion's "Let's Talk About
Love," according to SoundScan.
The success of “Titanic"
came even thuuﬁ)h it was mostly
an orchestral album — though
the ballad "My Heart Will Go
On" with Dion was a smash sin-
e, so popular it once tﬂp]i!;d
e Latin music charts — in En-
glish.
"It was in a once-in-a-life-

time phenomenon,” said Geoff .

Mayfield, director of charts and
columnists for Billboard mag-
azine. "This thing was the kind
of album that did Christmas
week numbers in January and

tion is dire. Fresh farm imports
alone are reported to be gob-

bling up US$2 million a week of
scarce foreign exchange. In con-
trast, Zambia exports tobacco,

paprika and soya beans worth
no more than US$4 million a

year.

Farmers argue that the kind
of money spent on fresh con-
sumables from South Africa
could be better spent on import-
ing farm implements and sub-
sidising inputs to recreate lost
jobs.

In the meantime, the local
currency, the Kwacha, is sink-
ing fast. While in January 1998
it took K1.250 to buy one US
dollar., by December the rate
had reached K2,300.

On 1 December the deprecia-
tion finally brought a response
from the Ministry of Finance,
which implemented foreign ex-
change regulations banning the
purchase of more than USS
5,000 in foreign currency in a
single transaction.

But the Chamber of Com-
merce said that was too little,
too laté. In the past five years,
112 major companies have
closed in Zambia, while some
have relocated to either Zim-
babwe or Kenya citing poor
economic environment for
manufacturinﬁ.

They include the iant
Dunlop Zambia Ltd, whose
products could not compete
with South African imports
and whose Ndola plant closed
its doors in 1997.

Livingstone Motor Assem-
blies has abandoned its assemn-
bly of Fiat and Peugeot cars,
and at least 51 textile compa-
nies have closed since 1994,

The overall effect is to turn
some factory-centred commu-
nities into ghost towns.

February.”

Ma[\]rllzlyeld said that "Titanic"
brought older consumers and
more women into record stores
and "who knows what else they
bought, pushing up the num-
bers.,"

The movie business' influ-
ence on records went ond
"Titanic." The soundtrack to
"City of AnFels“ sold 3.8 million
units. Will Smith, a rapper-
turned-actor, scored with his
rap album "Big Willie Style,”
which sold 3.2 million units.

Indeed, rap continued to do
well, and may outsell coun
for the first time, despite suc
country hits as Shania Twain's
"Come on Over" and Garth
Brooks' latest, "Double Live,”
which is showing staying
power,

$153m hotel in Antarctica!

AMUNDSON-SCOTT RE-
SEARCH STATION, Antarctica,
Dec 24: The new S153 million
US research station here won't
be The Plaza at the Pole. A bud-
get hotel may seem deluxe, by
cun_'rlﬁansun, reports AP.

e 8-by-8 (2.5-meter by 2.5-
meter) bedrooms in the new
outpost will be smaller than
some prison cells.

But when the temperature
lunges to minus 100 Fahren-
eit {(minus 74 C) and the wind

roars down the Queen Maud
Mountains at 200 mph (320
kph), these cozy little dens will
beckon as many 153 people to
the frozen bottom of the world.

"A bedroom is the size of
walk-in closet back home,”
concedes Frank Brier, project
manager of the new station for
the National Science Founda-
tion. -

It will be several years — no
earlier than 2005 — before any-
m'ite checks into this polar ho-
tel.

Whether that is soon enough
will depend on cooperative
weather and careful mainte-
narnice of the fabled, but decrepit.
cxlstin% station protected by a
circa-1975 geodesic dome that
is being rapidly buried by

*

blowing snow from across
Antarctica.

Polar diehards may wax
lyrically of the beloved dome as
an ark on a frozen sea.

Others privately ridicule it
as an icebound Mir, the bal
Russian space station that suf-
fered fires. computer failures
and near-fatal decompression.
Like many jokes, it contains
some truth.

"The US would not send a
ship to sea or a spacecraft into
orbit in such condition,” says
Norman Augustine, the CEO of
Lockheed Martin, who headed
the blue-ribbon panel that rec-
ommended the new station to
Congress in 1997.

Lawmakers agreed, though
they appropriated about $40
million less than originally re-
quested for a more elaborate fa-
cility. |

One of the most formidable
construction projects ever at-
tempted now is well underway.
Metal clangs, bulldozers roar
and welding torches are 24
hours a day, six days a week.

An acrid whiff off diesel fuel
rides the cold wind hluwingi_
through the squatters’ village o
temporary shelters known as
Summer Camp. It already was

neerin
aboar
cargo l];l)ane during a 13-hour
flight

overcrowded before 60 con-
struction workers arrived.

Inside the old dome, a burl
laborer slumps into a pink
plastic cafeteria chair. Wisps of
steam rise from his matted hair
as he peels off layers of insu-
lated coveralls. Icicles drip
from his beard.

"Are we having fun yet?" Wi-
ley Ellis demands as his frost-
encrusted comrades clomp past
in heavy rubber boots.

Ellis normally makes cabi-
nets in Idaho, but a craving for
adventure — not to mention a
steady paycheck — has lured
him 9,000 miles (15,000 kilo-
meters) from home.

Isolation and cold are ex-
treme even by Antarctic stan-
dards. Some workers relish the
brutal conditions — and the
camaraderie. They return to the
Pole year after year to work as
aircraft "fuelie” or cargo han-
dler or dozens of other tasks.
Others, like Ellis, up to as-
semble the new polar station
but are unlikely to return after
one four-month hitch.

Any romantic notion of pio-
quickly evaporates
a Vietnam War-era

m New Zealand.



