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Cricket '98: Cloud hangs over

the

LONDON, Dec 24 (Reuters/
Internet): The phrase "IU's not
cricket” has long been common

rlance, even among those

nowing nothing about the
game.

It may need redefining after
events in recent months.

Reputation tarnished

Allegations of ' bribery,
match-fixing and payoffs b
bookmakers have overshad-
owed events on the field in a

ar which has seen Australia

urther entrench themselves as
the world's leading cricket na-
tion

But that reputation was tar-
nllhed with the disclosure that
leading players Shane Warne
and Mark Waugh had accepted
mnne?' from a bookmaker in re-
turn for weather and pitch in-
formation.

The fact that thr. Australian
Cricket Board (ACB) had conned
in a cover up of the affair for
over three years merely added
to the scandal. To make it even
worse, the Inttrnatinnal
Cricket Council (ICC), the spo

governing body, had been tuld
of it at the time but had also
kept silent.

Only a disclosure in an Aus-
tralian newspaper forced the
authorities to come clean and
admit what had happened.
Bribery allegations

It was added irony that
Warne and Waugh were two of
the Australians who had earlier
complained that former Pak-
istan captain Salim Malik of-
fered them bribes to fix matches
around the same time.

Malik denies the allegation,
which forms part of a wide-
ranging Pakistan judicial in-

uiry into bri and match-

xing. The result of that in-

quiry was due in Dccemher but

has now been put back because

the V‘i';r.mr;!gﬂz says the confessions

arne and Waugh put their

: ations in a different light.

e disclosures triggered a
series of other allegations.

Adam Hollioake, who ca
tained England to victory in
Champions Cup in Sharjah a

year ago, said bookmakers had
rnmisl:d to make him a mil-
ionaire in return for informa-
tion. New Zealander Danny
Morrison, England's Dougie

Brown and Australian duo Greg
Matthews and Ricky antieg
have each said they, too, turn
down offers of money for in-
formation fromm bookmakers.
Former captain Imran Khan
testified to the inquiry in La-
hore that when he discovered
several of his Pakistan team
had taken money to throw a fi-
nal in Sharjah, he took all of
the players' previous earnings
in the tournament and bet that
amount on his team to win. The
players stood to lose heawily
nlye ess they won the final. They

4 Fnr years there have been
hints and rumours of bribery
and corruption in the game but
the authorities have preferred
to ig ore them. Thev can no

SALIM MALIK
longer do so and the whole issue
is to be discussed at an ICC

meeting in Christchurch in
January with a view to appoint-
ing a commission of inquiry.
On the positive side, there were
promising pcrfnnnanc:s in the
past 12 months, mainly Aus-
tralian, partly South African,
some by beleaguered England,
and most surprisingly one from
Zimbabwe.

Australia won a series In

Pakistan for the first time in 39

years and retained the Ashes
against England.

Unselfish act
Along the way, captain Mark

'‘sentleman's' game

Taylor wrote himself into the
record books in a way which

captured, the hearts of fellow

Australians.

Undefeated on 334 overnight
in the second Test against Pak-
istan, Taylor was level with the
revered Sir Donald Bradman as
Australia’'s highest scorer in
Test cricket.

He could have continued the
following day and taken the
record on his own, then gone on
to challenge for the world
record 375 of West Indian Brian
Lara. Instead he spurned the

chance and decl in the hope
of forcing victory and ensuring
the series.

‘Taylor's modest comment
afterwards served only to en-
dear him éeven more to cricket
followers the world over. "It
will be nice to be bracketed with
Sir Donald. It will be the only
chance I'll ever have to be com-
pared with him."
Australia’'s dominance in Tests
continued as they put England
to the sword in the Ashes series.
After a torrential downpour
saved d from certain de-
feat in the opening Test in Bris-
hane, Australia comfortably
won the next two, ensuring they
could not lose the five-Test se-

ries and thus securing the Ashes

for a sixth successive time.
Such has been Australia's
su eriority after holding the
es since 1989 there are sug-
ﬁestiﬂns England should be
owngraded to play only three
Tests on their next tour.

England's disappuintmcnt .

was compounded by high ex-

ectancy following their home

~1 aerles win over South Africa
earlier in the year.

Umpiring error

What their supporters ig--
nored was the fact South Africa
were clearly the better side and
the outcome could easily have
been reversed but for an umpir-
in%(:rmr which allowed opener

ike Atherton to survive at a
vital moment.

South Africa have quickly
made amends, taking a 2-0 lead
in their current five-Test series
against faltering West Indits

Allan Donald is without
among current fast bow
while his new ball artner
Shaun Pollock looks to have

regained the sharpness which
was missing on South Africa's

tour of England.
" West Indies, who' the
year brightly enough with a 3-1

series win at home over Eng-
land, have Elind too rmll}ch and
too long on their superb but age-
ing strike pair of Curtly Am-
brose and Courtney Walsh.

With their batting failing
miserably in the first two Tests,
even their fast bowlers have
been unable to save them from
humiliating defeats and they
face an uphill battle to turn the
series around.

Zimbabwe, the youngest of
Test playing nations, provided
some sterling perforrnances.

With only one win behind
them, at home against Pakistan

'MARK TAYLOR

in 1995, since they entered the
Test arena in 1992, Zimbabwe
chalked up two swift success®s
late in the year

In October thcy beat India in
Harare in a one-off Test and
capped that the following

month by comfortably beating -

Pakistan by seven wickets for
their first Test win abroad.

With fog and bad weather
blanking out much of the play
in the last two Tests it left the
African country winners of a
series for the first time. .

That alone made up for some
of the tawdriness surrounding
the game elsewhere.

f_i_ussie Open
Suzuki, Park
get entries

SYDNEY, Dec 24: Japan's
Takao Suzuki and South
a's Sung-Hee Park were named
today as the Asian wildcard en-
tries to the 1999 Australian
Open tennis, reports AFP. :

The Asian wildcard, intro-
duced in 1997, offers a main-
draw berth to one man and one
woman outside the entry cut-off
but ranked within the top 200
and from a country not repre-
sented in the draw.

Suzuki and Park are the in-
augural beneficiaries from
their respective nations.

“The Asian wildcard has
been an overwhelming success,’
said Tennis Australia president
Geoff Polland, "It has enhanced
interest from our neighbouring
countries and it has led to a
greater appreciation of the

e in this region.”

The Australian Open starts

in Melhoume: on January 18.

Thai denial

BANGKOK, Dec 24: Thai
Football bosses have denied
that the English Football Asso-

ciation paid part of the salary
of Thailand coach Peter Withe

to bribe them to vote for its -

2006 World Cup bid, reports
here said, according to ;

"I confirm that the English
(Football) Association has
never requested any commit-
ment for such assistance,”
Woravi Makudi, secretary gen-
eral of the Football Aﬂsociatiunx
of Thailand (FAT), was quoted
as saying by newspapers

"We have to adopt a wait and
see approach over how the situ-
atiun evelops in England,” he

Furmer Aston Villa and Eng-
land star Peter Withe came to
Thailand on a short-term con-
tract to coach the national team
during the December 6-20 Asian
Games,

He wun lhc hearts of Thai

by guiding the team to the
ﬂnﬁ 111 ront of fanatical
cmwds

Reports in England have
claimed that the FA's generos-
ty was an attempt to influence

oravi, Thailand's FIFA repre-
sentative and one of 24 mem-
bers of the world governing
body who will choose the host
country for the 2006 World Cup.

“The bilateral contract be-
tween the FAT and Withe is
short-term,” said Woravi.

The head of England's 2006
World Cup bid has already de-
fended the link-up with the
‘I‘haj football authorities, say-

the prt?ljectt is ngtFEf mlﬂ]r
e Englis to help
dcvclp countries.

Thc r:auh came from several
budgets including that for the
World Cup bid, said Alec McGi-
van, the dlrcctnr of the 2006
Ew last week.

e Withe affair erupted on
the heels of a scandal involving
the FA chief executive Graham

Kell 1{1 :
lly resigned after the FA's
executive committee, which
also passedra vote of no confi-
dence in chairman Kaith Wise-
man, inmu? the alleged
se of a
5.2 million dullar] grant or
. loan to the Football Associa-
tion of Wales.

The allegations were said to
be part of a concerted move to
?t Wiseman elected as the

ritish representative on the
FIFA executive so he could
England's 2006 World Cup

| Seoul

Hoddle s diet for success

UNDATED, Dec
24(Mail/ Internet):
Glenn Hoddle has
blocked moves to
avoid an England
clash with Foot-

e matches because it

ball Leagu
might u set his team's diet.

ootball League officials had

ped Hoddle wnuld switch the

ktck uff time for England's
match with Poland at Wembl
on 27 March as there is a fu

League programme on that day.

A live televised European
Championship 2000 qualifying
match could severely dent Na-
tionwide League attendances up
and down the country

The England coach was
asked if he would consider a
start time of lpm after a pro-
Eosed 5pm kick-off was refused

y police. But he r::i!e:cted the
approach insisting that start-
ing two hours earlier would dis-
rupt the rest and dietary re-
quirements of the team.

Football League spokesman
Chris Hull said: 'We asked for
an earlier or later kick-off time
but that has been declined.

"Glenn Hoddle did not want
to play at 1lpm and the police

obj :ct:d to a kick-oft atter 5pm.

“Mj,r understanding is that
Glenn did not want to kick off
earlier because of dietary and
rest reasons.”

GLENN HODDLE

The England coach has a
reputation lor adopting an un-
orthodox approach to match

rapa.ratinn most famously us-

F his trusted faith healer

ileen Drewery to treat players’
lnjuries and also banning his
men from having certain foods.

Hoddle's refusal leaves clubs
angry as they face a bleak pay
day or the prospect of switching
their games to the Friday night
before the Poland game.

Earlier this year a clash
with the Football League was
avoided when Hoddle agreed to
a 5pm kick-off for England's
friendly with Bulgaria at Wem-

bleg
ut with so much depe ndinﬁ
upon England's qualifier wit
Poland he has clearly decided
not to take any risks this time.

Hull added: "It's a situation
which is far from ideal but it's
something we have encountered
before.

"It's unpalatable and we have

done everything in our powers

on behalf of our clubs.

"But if the response of the
England coach and the police
forces us to look at other op-
tions then that's what we'll
have to do.”

TOKYQ, Dec 24
(AFP): The head of
the South Korean
Football Associa-
tion plans to ask
North Korea to
host two of the finals matches
in the 2002 World Cup, which
the South is co-hosting with

Japan, a report said Wednesday.

"I am thinking about staging
two matches In Pyongyang,
Chung Mong-Jun, who is also
vice president of the world soc-
cer governing bndg FIFA, was
juntcd as sayi e influential

apanese daﬂy i Shimbun.

It was the first time that

Chung mentioned a specific

number of matches in his plan
to involve the Stalinist North
in the premier sporting event,
Asahi said.

"If the plan is realised, it will
also help form a joint North-
South Korea team for the 2002
World Cup,” Chung told the
news

More than 60 matches were
Elaycd in the 1998 World Cu

nals in France involving 3

Chung visited North Korea
last week to discuss with North
Korean officials several issues
including the hnutin&l of some
matches of the 2002 World Cup
and the fielding of a joint tea.m
a South Korean official earlier
told AFP,

& Th?: m:;n of SuuthHKnrcs's
ant business u al
also told Asahi Etl;laatpheywu:uld
seek to push the inter-Korean
World Cu?[gm ject when he vis-
its North Korea January 12-16
at ngyangs Invitatiun
¢ hoped to see a FIFA dele-
tion inspect a North Korean
ootball stadium early next
year following talks between

the guvern bud and North
nccollzg tg Asahi. The
Hurth Kuraan

ital boasts a
100,000-seat

um.
Chung's
scheme received an added boost
from FIFA president Sepp Blat-
ter during a recent visit to

L

inter-Korean |

ROK's plan for North

Blatter, who earlier this year
ruled out any chance of the
plan, has now softened his
stance.

During his visit he said that
while it was not possible to
change FIFA statutes to allow
North Korea to formally host
games, if the South as co-host
made its own contacts with the
North, FIFA would not close the
door,

"We are open to any dia-
logue,"” said Blatter.

Blatter also revealed that he

would visit the North next year
and he is expected to dist:uas
their possible involvement in
the World Cup.

Sports contacts between the
two Koreas have been stalled
since July 1991 when a North
Korean judo competitor de-
fected to the South.

The defection dampened
hopes of an inter-Korean thaw
which followed the formation
of unified Korean delegations
for international table tennis
and soccer events in early 1991.

NO PAIN NO GMN... Branlmn nuperntar Romldn doing
exercise at a Rio dn Janeiro clinic on Decambar 23.
| —AFP photo

Ronaldo's lost
Christmas

RIO DE JANEIRO, Dec 24:
Ronaldo will not let the festive
distractions of Rio affect his
battle to get fit for the second
half of the season following an
injury-plagued five months, re-
ports AFP. )

Although back in Brazil to
see friends and relatives for
Christmas, Ronaldo has to fol-
low a tough exercise amme
to continue his rehapilitation
from knee tendon problems,

Within 24 hours of arriving,
Ronaldo spent much of Tuesday
WOr out at a clinic where he
has to spend at least three hours
a day until he returns to Italy
on December 28,

Since the World Cup,
Ronaldo has pla just 13
competitive matches, scoring
five goals.

But he insisted he was now
on the way back.

"I'm fi good, these exer-

‘cises are very tough but I am

awarc that each one is impor-
" Ronaldo said.

Dn::tnr Nilton Petrone, the. |

gcla]iut treating the star, said
aldo was winning his battle
his to get back to fitness.

“The results o t.h; trcatnmnmé
are very positive and you co
almost say Ronaldo has recov-
ered,” Patrone said.

S l | ] » I
dampens Catalan

[ ] .
MADRID, gec 24(Reuters/

Internet): Spanish minister of
state for sports Santiago Fisas
moved swiftly on Wednesday to
quash any ideas Catalans mi-
ght have of being able to enter

ate sports teams in major
international competitions.

“I'm not against the ldea nl‘

regional selections pla
friendly ﬁ:tuni:l but I nn 't
think it is possible given Span-
ish legislation, along with the

lations of the Internation-
bal Olympic Committee and in-
ternational federations, that
regional elections can take
precedence over a Spanish na-
tional team,” Fisas said.

His comments came in the
wake of Catalonia thrashing

Nigeria 5-0 in a friendly soccer
international on Tuesday
night.

The Montjuic Olympic sta-

dium was filled near to capacity

with Catalans swathed in the
regional colours of red and gold
Many banners demanded s
ing independence or read °

dom for Catalonia'.

Catalonia has &aycd re n=*
sentative soccer tures
1912, eight years before th:
Spanish national team made
its debut.

However Tuesda
was the best in its 7
tory.
"l think we are at the level of
national teams like Belgium or
Scotland,” Catalonia coach
Pichi Alonso sald on Tuesday.

The resounding victory has
revived calls for Catalonia to
enter its own teams in interna-
tional competitions.

's result
-year his-

"In principle the idea of hav-
ing Catalan selections is abso-
lutely viable,” the Catalan par-
liament president Joan Reven-
tos said.

"However each sport in the
world is different. The possibil-
ities of having soccer teams is
different from. say. tennis and
roller hockey,” Reventos added.

Preacher Tyson

PHOENIX. Dec 24 (AP): Mike
Tyson was doing the talking —
and some troubled youths were
listening.

The former heavyweight
champion drew upon his own
criminal past Wednesday to tell
tc:nagl:rs jailed in a tent prison

t their lives together.

Youre not here because
somebody framed you even
though we all say we are,
told a group of about 15 prison-
ers. "Even though I didn't take
anything from that glrl I put
myself in that tion."

Tyson visited the Maricopa
County facility, a series of tents
set up in the desert where
youths convicted of crime serve
sentences in a bootcamp-like
atmosphere. _

He was followed by several
television cameras, but said he
was sincere in his belief that he
could make a difference in the
lives of the prisoners.

“To all the people who com-
plain about me being here,
those ple should come and
talk to themn.," Tyson said later.
“They're scared to even look at
those kids. They're afraid that
they'll rob them."”

son, who has been train-
ing in Phoenix for his January
16 comeback fight against
Francois Botha, drove to the
ersun camp in a purple Rolls
oyce after finishing five
rounds of sparring in a down-
town gym.
He stood inside one of the
tents and spoke for about 20
minutes without stopping,
telling the youths that he had
been Ln ttl..ll'flr situations, and
urged her them to straighten out
their lives before they're sen-
tenced to a real prison.

“This is a horrible place to
be, but this is great if you com-
e it to other places,” said
ﬁgnn who served more than
ree years in an Indiana
prison after a 1991 rape convic-
tlnn "l just left prison a little
while ago, and ?'Dl.l don't want to
hm Th 11 kill you there
use thc}r don't like the way

you walk."
The youths, who at first ap-
eare indifferent about

son's visit, listened atten-
tively as he went on. Then they
crowded around him, seeking
autographs and advice.

"It takes a lot of guts to come
here and talk to us,” said 17-
year-old Philip Hagadora, "I'm
glad he came here. It's miser-
able being here in the cold."

Another inmate vowed that
he would take Tyson's advice
and s Gﬁ out of trouble.

bless you, Mike," the

youthniduhehuwd'rgm.

DHAKA FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25, 1998

Smrtﬁ

England spinner Peter Such (R) takes some advice from legendary Pakistani Abdul Qadir

during the touring side's net practice at Melbourne yesterday.

—AFP photo
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A soul-searching

MADRID, Dec 24
(Reuters): Denil-
son., the world's
most expensive
footballer, cut a
miserable figure
as he passed through Madrid's
Barajas airport en-route to
spending the Christmas holi-
days with his family in his
native Brazil.

Only some light-hearted
banter with his compatriot,
friend and travelling partner

Juninho brought a smile to his *

face.
The 21-year-old midfielder,
who cost al Betis a world

record 35 million dollars, has
struggled to find his form since
his much heralded arrival in
Spain during the summer and
the strain was clearly showing,

To add to his woes, two
weeks ago he missed a penalty
in a match against Atletico
Madrid which could have given
his club victory.

Denilson has yet to score
since April for either club or
country.

On Saturday, for the third
time in five matches, he had
been reduced to being among the
substitutes.

"l*\r: been very depressed re-
cently," Denilson said.

"I am gnm% through the
worst moment ol my career, ['ve
had no luck whatsoever."

“I'm not an ‘athlete for
Christ' but | have much faith in
God and | have been praying a
lot that I get out of this hole
soon. At least now | have some
time to think,” he added, look-
ing forward to the Christmas

break back home.

His pace down the left wing
and electrifying dribbling in
warm-up games prior to the
start of France '98 had Brazil-
ian fans clamouring for him to
ntart :\r:r_',i' match during’ the

i gy E: i 3 e S
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DENILSON

‘Xmas for Denilson

World Cup but cnach Mario Za-
gallo succumbed to popular
pressure only once, in the first
round st Norway.

However since his arrival in
Seville, Real Betis fans have
been wondering what all the
fuss was about.

The club's new coach ..Iaw:r
Clemente, who took over in Oc-
tober, appreciates the young-
ster's talent but at the same
time presently considers him a
luxury as Real Betis to claw
their way to First Division
safety after an appalling start
to the season.

"He can be a genius when he

s playing but | want other
Lhings from the team at the
moment and he has had to be
sacrificed. Also he needs to do
much more work (on the train-

', Clemente said.
" Denilson still has a
public su in the
the new Brazilian coach nn-
derley Luxembourg, who has

pleaded the case for the player.

"A special talent like that
has to be nurtured, he's an in-
dividual who needs individual
attention,” the man who took
over from Zagallo, said.

However, neither Clemente,
nor Betis' previous coach Vi-
cente Cantatore, have seemed
Bcrticularly inclined to give

nilson the time to mature.

"For me Denilson was just

another player in the squad.
The pressure of'his tran fee
: lsﬁmncthin.ghehas to live with

= if he can,” Cantatore said un-
sympaﬂmﬂtall}r on his depar-
ture. :

—— = . _— T

2002 Winter Olympics

USA launches inquiry

SALT LAKE CITY. Dec 24
(AP): The US Justice Depart-
ment and the FBI began a full-
fledged investigation of the Salt
pics, the fourth

and potentially most serious

inquiry into allegations that
Utah bought the 2002 Winter
Games.

Announcement of their in-
vestigation comes a week after
US authorities began reviewing
accusations that Salt Lake offi-
cials used scholarships and
other gifts and favours to buy
the votes of International
Olympic Committee members.

"We've nﬁen:d an investiga-
tion into allegations of impro-
prieties in connection with the
Salt Lake City Olympics bid,”
Justice spokesman Myron
Marlin said Wednesday in
Washin .

Marlin would not elaborate
on possible charges or areas of
investigation, or whether the
inquiry will affect inquiries by
the US Olympic Committee, the
Salt Lake Organising Commit-
tee's ethics board and an 10C it-
self.

But federal investigators fly-
ing in from Washington to look
into possible criminal wrong-
doing by local Olympic officials
likely will have a practical ef-
fect on the other inquiries.

“You can be sure it will make
it much more difficult to inves-
tigate this because everyone is
guing to run and get their attor-

said P:lulan I{arras \;_.rfhn
re rcsents the governor s office
ﬂnpSLDC's boartfﬂf trustees.

SLOC said it has retained the
international law firm of
Latham and Watkins, with of-
fices in Los Angeles and Wash-
ington, in response to the fed-
eral investigation.

"SLOC is asking all past and
present employees to cooperate

with requests for information,”

a statement said.

Typical investigations into
conspiracy and bribery cases
focus on the possibility of ex-
tortion and tax and wire fraud.

For example, to bring a tax
fraud case, investigators would
have to prove Salt Lake organ-
isers bought lavish gifts or fi-
nanced scholarships for rela-
tives of IOC members with tax-
exempt funds.

Past and present SLOC offi-
cials have acknowledged they
paid college tuition for relatives
of some 10C members and gave
some members expensive rifles
and skis during visits prior to
Salt Lake's selection as a Winter
Olympics host. '

A physician also said he was
asked to perform cosmetic

surgery for an IOC member and
two other members received
free medical care at Salt Lake-
area hospitals.

Accusations of scandal and
bribery — primarily by 10C ex-
ecutive board member Marc
Hodler — prompted the 10C to
set up the first inquiry. Last
week, Salt Lake organisers
asked their independent ethics
panel to investigate,

On Tuesday, the USOC ap-
Eninted a five-member panel
eaded by former Senate Ma-
{nrlt}r Leader George Mitchell to
ook into the bidding process by
American cities.

USOC president Bill Hybl
said he was waiting to see if the
new federal inquiry will affect
his agencly s investigation.

The 1federal government
could let the uthcr investiga-
tions go ahead, impose limits,
or tell them to drop their work,
according to sources familiar
with criminal prosecution who

spoke on condition of
anonymity.
The 10C cts to wrap up

its own investigation by Jan-

Eugalt Lake organisers have
said their ethics board would
]lJ:, ort its findings no later than

ruary 11.
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