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Guess which goose is comin

By Mir A Zaman

“Osh-shikar! Osh-shikar!
Osh-shikarl”™ cries the man out
loud every time a car rushes b
along the New Elephant Road.
The shikars, the Bengali syn-
onym for games, in his hands
are three migratory birds tied
together.

He is not alone. There are
four or five more like him.

Their marketing strategy is
the same. Whenever they see a
car coming in, they display the
shikars and cry out, "Osh-
shikar!” They are a regular fea-
ture in winter, that's when the
migratory birds start coming in
from Siberia and other arctic
areas. Ironically, the birds.
which fly thousands of miles
away from home to the tropical
land of ours in search of lood,
become delicious dishes them-
selves,

The tragic element in the
whole story is, however, lost pn
the vendors, For them, the guest
birds are nothing but product to
be sold to whoever is ready to
pay. Eco-systems, endangered
species are terms they are not
familiar with and don’t care
much about.

“People sell chicken and I
sell these,” said the middle-aged
man, a familiar face at New
Elephant Road in winter. “It's
what | do for a living.”

Although they sell the
shikars, they are not the
shikaris, or hunters. They don't
set the traps for the ducks, geese
and other migratory birds that
fly in in winter. From Novem-
ber to Janu these birds take
refuge in the ponds, beels and
haors at different places across
the country. The haor in Sylhet,
Chalan Beel in Rajshahi, the
forest in Madhupur and Sri-
mangal attract the majority of
the guest birds, and of course.
the hunters, who set the snares
to catch them.

The hunters sell the birds to
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Guests for dinner: Elephant d vendors hawk migratory birds to curious onlookers
R an_ma s — Star Photo: Zahedul 1 Khan

local traders. The migratory
birds are then sent to the key
cities of the country by road
along with poultry of the regu-
lar kind. The trucks are off-
loaded at the wholesale mar-
kels at Kawran Bazar and Mo-
hammadpur. From there the
birds go to streetside vendors.

"We don't catch them,” said
another vendor, as if he were
making a confession. “We bu
them from the markets and sell
them here.”

The migratory birds are ex-
pensive,

"I have
ducks,” sai

ot three Siberian
the man. "It will

cost 1,800 taka.”

e &rice they ask is often
double the amount they eventu-
ally settle for. Often, it takes
them the whole day to sell the
few birds they have in their
possession. Some just ask the
price out of curiosity while
some lose interest at the very
beginning.

g‘Eu}ri%g three ducks for
1,800 taka is not something I
can afford,” said the pedestrian,
a junior executive at a privale
enterprise.

There are quite a few who
simply*hate the idea of having a
migratory bird for lunch or

dinner. They are the ones who
care about the eco-system,
*“These people (the vendors)
should be arrested and sent to
prison for such a criminal act.”
sald Salahuddin, a Dhaka Uni-
versity student. “They should be
told what they are doing. | won-
der why the government is not
dni% anything about it.”
e Forest Ministry, on Oc-
tober 3, banned hunmting of any

wild creature, including birds.
Under the Wild Life Preserva-

tion Act, 1974, a person in vio-
lation of the ban will be liable
to a fine of five hundred taka.
The ministry has recently car-

g as

dinner

ried out a couple of raids on the
t shops at the Katabon mar-
et, recovered a few birds and
sent them to Dhaka Zoo. Be-
sides, it has also declared the
haor in Sylhet a sanctuary for
birds.

However, violation is ram-
Fani- Ornithologists feel the
ine is not enough. The hunters,
who earn a lot by selling the
birds to the traders, don't mind

aying the five hundred taka

ne. e result is ominous —
more guest birds are sold on the
street sides everyday.

The law is there and so are
the law-enforcers. Still, the
vendors have brisk business on
the street side. Just a few hun-
dred paces from the police box
on the Mymenai%h Road, guest
birds are sold. The police per-
sonnel on patrol conveniently
ignore the wrong-doing. Many
say the police and the vendors
have an underhand deal. The
law-enforcers get paid for their
indifference.

Sensitising the general mass
is regarded as a poignant means
to stop the trade of guest birds.
Unfortunately, people of the
privileged class, who are sup-

posed to take the lead in creat-
ing awareness among the
masses, form the clientele of
the street-side vendors.

"We sell {;hcsc hirgs to _T::Il]ch
people,” said one vendor. ey
don't mind paying five hundred
taka for a goose.”

Indiscriminate killing of
guest birds goes on. The con-
scious sections of the society do
their bits to stop the annihila-
tion, but their efforts fail to
make a major impact. A few
days back, Kalidas Karmakar, a
renowned artist of the country,
rescued a few guest birds from a
vendor at New Elephant Road
and set them free. He may have
saved a few, but others remain
vulnerable to be snared. sold
and served on the dinner table.

High drama as Khaléque hops

From Pude 1

brought a bouquet and a TV
cameraman had come. As |
started crying and wanted to
know why 1 was taken there,
PM (Sheikh Hasina) told me,
“Den’t create a scene...”

If I decide to join your partdy+
I will do it in a group, not indi-
vidually, 1 told the prime min-
ister.

At one stage, it appeared to
me [ might get killed.

They started taking pho-
tographs, after placing the bou-
quet on my hands. The cere-
mony over, | requested the
Mayor to drop me at home but
he declined. Later, AL MP Ka-
mal Ahmed Majumdar took me
home in his car at around noon.

| found my house under po-
lice guard. I then phoned
madam (Khaleda Zia) to tell the
slory.

They did not torture me
rather behaved well. But why
did they harass and force me to
do all these things?, he told a
questioner.

Pak army picked me up and
tortured me at Dhaka Canton-
ment during the 1971 Libera-
tion War. | am one of the worst
victims of the Pak repression in

" fice in the morning.”

PMO

Meanwhile, officials at PMO
could not give details about his
joining the AL.

Kazi Akhtar Uddin Ahmed,

uty Press Secretary- Il to the
PM, told The Daily that at about
11 am, Khaleque came to the
PMO and joined the AL. "We
don’'t know any more.”

Neither Ahmed nor Press
SEcretalg Jawadul Karim was
present during the occasion.

Khaleda Zia

Talking to a group of re-
porters at her Minto Road offi-
cial residence after the iftar
party, Khaleda Zia also alleged
that the DGFI forced Khaleque
to join the AL. "Using the DGFI
for political purpose is unfor-
tunate.”

Bhuiya

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan accused the
government of “torturing” DCC
comrnissioners of his party.

“Most of the commissioners
have gone into hiding in the
city and some of them are also
Flanning to leave the capital,
ollowing torture and threats

Mayor Hanif

Reached by telephone last
night, Mayor Hanil told The
Daily Star, "I was called from
the PM office and reached there
at about 11.30 pm. There, |
found Kamal Majumdar and
Khaleque gossiping. | also came
to learn that Khaleque was
waiting to join the AL. But [ did
not find any symptom suggest-

ing he was forced to come
there.”
Asked about Khalgue's

claim of coercion. he said, "It
sounds childish.”

Asked if the controversial
joining of Khaleque was part of
AL's plan to strengthen the
party ahead of the mayoral
election, Hanif said, “We'll en-
courage anybody to join our

RALL: o

e brief BTV shot on the oc-
casion showed Khaleque stand-
ing with a bouquet carried by
those surrounding him. It was
not clear if Khaleque was %re—
senting the bouquet to the PM.
Water Resources Minister Abdur
Razzak, Mayor Hanif, State
Minister for Shipping Mofazzal
Hossain Choudhury Maya, Ka-
mal Ahmed Majumdar were
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on them for joining the AL. The
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o I'm not: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina thinks she has |
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among others seen.
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anded S A Khaleque (left). But

the AL-tumed-BNP-turned-JP-turned-JP leader later claimed he was “got".

which | suffered physically and
materially.

We liberated the country to
live with freedom. But now, un-
der the AL rule, my freedom of
choice is at stake, '&'h should I
not have the right to do politics
as | like?

The official news agency
BSS said: "S. A. Khaleque, a
BNP leader of Mirpur, and
Isimail Hossain Benu. a ward
commissioner of Dhaka City
Corporation, joined
Hang?adcuh Awami League ex-
pressing their total support to
the leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina.

“They formally joined the
party after meeting Hasina,
also the AL President, at her of-

worst victim of the governmen-
t's political repression is S. A.
Khaleque, who became MP for
the four times, and g political

personality of hlfll:%ur x
5 ' ihe 2
ernment Pﬂlrjmw lttL'ted ﬁigcv-

ing the opposition politicians
:::;j&iluin the ruling party,” he

“They came
down on him after he had been
made a joint convenor of the

BNP city unit.” «

the PM claiming on
W that her party would
win in 175 seats if elections was

held now, the BNP leader said.
“If it is so, then why doesn't she
announce elections right now?”

—
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Khalgue’ﬂ wife

Contacted by telephone,
Khaleque's wife told this paper
that her husband returned

home at 12.30 pm yesterday and
requested them not to ask any-

- thing. He also asked to call all

of my children back home. “]
think I won't remain alive
anymore,” she quoted her hus-
band as saying.

ISPR

The Director Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR), Mo-
hammad Hossain, told The
Daily Star that he had no
knowledge of the incident. “I
contac DGF!1 officials who
}enn:d Khaleque's claim base-
ess.”
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Police close to finding
clues to Sohel murder

By Staff Correspondent

Detectives have unearthed
some sensational information
about the killing of film actor
Sohel Chowdhury in the city
Saturday night.

After six days of interroga-
tion, Detective Branch (DB) of
Police yesterday gathered the
information which, they said,
would help resolve the mystery
behind the killing.

They would now interrogate
some influential people and
nab some suspects, Two special

DB teams are hunting for the
suspects.
Two persons arrested earlier

and placed on police remand,
however, denied involvement
in the killing.

Police sources said a rival
group had attacked Sohel with
sophisticated arms and killed
him in front of Club Tramps at
Banani. Both sides were
equipped with firearms and
fought each other for some
tirne.

DB interfogation, however,
revealed that Sohel's group had
started firing first.

Police could not confirm
whether the murder was pre-

planned but said they had come
to know that it was planned at
least two month back.

One of the proprietors of
Club Tramps yesterday denied
that the club had any link with
the killing.

“"We have permission to op-
erate dance floors but not to sell
liquor. We never serve liquor to
our customers. But foreigners
and licence holders can always
bring alcohol with them,”
Bunty Islam said over tele-
phone.

Two other owners of the club

are AR Chowdhury Bottle and

Shukumar Chowdhury.

Bunty, who has a warrant of
arrest against him, denied any
dispute with Sohel and said, °I
used to treat him as my younger
brother, On the day of his mur-
der. I helped catch one of the
'killers' on the spot. Moreover,
my manager gave police the
clues for arrest of the killers.”

Club Tramps started busi-
ness in December 1996. Police
closed it following the killing.

Denying some recent press
reports. Bunty said his club
never paid toll to police.
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Why turtles turn turtle

By Shehab Ahmed

A giant marine green turtle
was sold for Tk 6,000 at a
bazaar last week in Faridganj,
Chandpur.

. [t was one of the most en-

a ed species in the world,

seenrigf:; Eanglpcadcsh for the first

time since 1996, wildlife ex-
said.

The 42-kg female turtle was
cau%lt in a fishing net in the
Meghna estuary. This rare
species is protected by the Wild
Life Conservation Act, 1974.

Poachers hunting the green
turtle and their eggs at their
nesting rgmunda in the eastern
coast of Bangladesh have re-
duced their number to such an
extent that they were last seen
in 1996,

The turtles are ‘living fos-
sils’ that have changed little
since they first appeared about
20?1 million years ago, experts
said.

Portfolios of
some ministers
reallocated

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday reallocated
the portiolios of one Minister,
three State Ministers and a
Deputy Minister, reports APB.

According to an official
handout, Shipping Minister
ASM Abdur Rab has been given
the portfolio of Fisheries and
Livestock.

State Minister for Fisheries
and Livestock Satish Chandra
Roy has been assigned the re-
sponsibility of Primary and
Mass Education Division.

Prof Zinatunnesa Talukder,
who was State Minister for
Primary and Mass Education
Division, will now look after
the Ministry of Women and
Children Affairs.

State Minister for LGRD and
Cooperatives Mofazzal Hossain
Chowdhury Maya has been
made State Minister for Ship-
ping

Saber Hossain Chowdhury,
who was earlier Deputy Minis-
ter for Shipping. has now been
assigned to the Ministry of
LG and Cooperalives.

Earlier, on Wednesday the
Prime Minister allocated Sci-
ence and Technology Ministry
to Lt Gen [Retd] Nooruddin
Khan.

The air-breathing reptiles
remarkably adpated to life in
the sea. A streamlined shape,
large flippers enable them to
dive into great depths and
travel long distance.

"But they are tied to the land
and to humans because
the female turtles must lay eggs
in sandy beach during br
season between December an
February,” a biologist said.

A uurvezmby r Ali Reza
Khan and suzzaman Khan
in 1996 found that Bangladesh
marine waters support five
species — Green Turtle, Olive

S s bogchet T

Turtle.

They conducted the survey
on behalf of the forest depart-
ment and suggested a compre-
hensive management plan for
their survival.

Anisuzzaman Khan, an ex-
pert working with the Interna-
tional Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN]), told The Daily
Star that the green turtle is the
largest sea turtle.

a turtles leave the sea to
lay their eggs on land. The ar-
duous process of nesting takes
upto three hours, A turtle must
drag her great weight ashore,
dig a nest, d it roughly 100
eggs. conceal the nest before re-

turning to the sea.

Duri;g the breeding season,
the female needs more feed and
ventures from deep sea to shal-
low waters and river estuary. He
said the important turtle breed-
ing grounds are in Saint Mart-
ins island. beaches between
Monkhali and Enani at Teknaf,
Sonadia island, Kutubdia, Char
Bahauddin, Nijhum Dweep,
East Dhala Char, Kuakata and
part of the Sundarbans.

But ignorance about their
status, both of the law enforcers
and ple, and poachers' greed
have virtually brought them to
the brink of extinction, he said.

Khan said that Nature Con-
servation Movement jointly

with forest department organ-
ised people's participatory ma-
rine turtle conservation aware-
ness and action Prﬂgl[amm: in
Teknaf peninsula. They also
experimented with capltive
breeding of marine turtles.
CARINAM, a research organ-
isation, collected EEgs from the
nest and protects the eggs until
hatching in a safe place in
Saint Martin's island and re-
leased the hatchling to the sea.
National Conservation

Stratiﬁr. the forest department
and the ministry of environ-
ment and forests have con-
ducted a survey and identified

the marine t nesting area.

Dhaka-Calcutta
bus service

soon, hopes
Indian FM

NEW DELHI, Dec 24: The Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister,
Jaswant Singh said here today
that arrangements were being
made to introduce the bus ser-
vice between Dhaka and Cal-
cutta, and hope that it
would be done soon. reporis
BSS.

Replying to a question at his
first press conference here {o-
day Singh said that the issue of
barbed wire fen in the bor-
der with Bangladesh could be
resolved through discussion.

Singh's reply came when a
correspondent asked him how
India expected to improve its re-
lations with Bangladesh when
it had (India) started fencing the
border with Bangladesh with-
out consulting Bangladesh first.

PT1 adds: West Bengal Chief
Minister Jyoti Basu today u
the Vajpayee government at the
centre for introducing bus and
train services between West
Bengal and Bangladesh to pro-
mote - bilateral relations be-
tween the two neighbouring
countries.

Speaking at a function
marking the 125th birth an-

niversary of Sher-e-Bangla A K
Fazlul Hugq, first premier of
undivided . Basu said the

issue of hr:,lls aen'lc;s remains 12
apers only even though "muc
Eaa been talked ahuut.gh

Basu said he would person-
ally take up the matter since
nothing concrete had been done
on India’s side to pursue the is-
Sue.

"I have been told by
Bangladesh traders and busi-
nessmen that Dhaka is ready
with required number of buses
and roads in that country are in
good condition.”

Basu also called for reducing
huge trade gap between India
and Bangladesh and suggested
steps to promote bilateral busi-
ness opportunities to bridge
such a deficit,
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(zas blowout baffles firemen

By Staff Correspondent

Fire Brigade divers con-
ducted a day-long operation
yesterday to repair the damaged
under-water gas pipeline in the
Turag river below Mirpur
bridge. -

owever, the operation went
in vain due to lack of technical
knowledge.

“The divers have spotted the
damaged section of the pipeline
on the first day”, Managing Di-
rector of Titas Gas and Trans-
mission Company (TGTC)
Sekander Hayat said.

They found that the 'safety
concrete coating on the 50-
pound pressure pipeline' was
severely damaged when hit by a
motorised vessel Tuesday
moming, he added.

The 12-inch diameter
pipeline is one of the main gas
supply lines for the western

art of the city including Mo-
ur and Mirpur areas.

"We have contacted the
Naval Headquarters seeking
their cooperation in repairing
the damage as Fire Brigade does
not have the technical know-
how and ipment to do such a
difficult job," Hayat told The
Daily Star.

“ Fire Brigade divers will
conduct another operation to-

morrow (Friday) to give us a’

more precise damage report

H;lnr to Navgr'u operation as the
e was under 10-12 feet of wa-
ter,” he said.

Earlier, TGTDC had lodged a
diary with Mirpur thana. Police
are yet to arrest anyone or trace
the motorised vessel responsi-

ble for the damﬁe
Meanwhile, the gas crisis in

the city further

deepened on the
third

yesterday owing to the

i Gulwnu:l leakinih b% Erulm %l:
P crea ubbles in the
ﬂvp;* '{he 1‘Ggl'DC h?c'th: i g
security personnel a
avoid n{w accident.

Meanwhile, the newly con-
structed Hazaribagh-Amin-

bazar gas pipeline was com-
missioned on Wednesday ahead
of schedule as an alternative to
the damaged line to restore
normal supply.

Intern docs
call off

strike

B’PI'-I Staff Correspondent
e two-day strike of intern

doctors, called by a rival fac-

tion of the Young Doctors
Movement Council (YDMC)
ended yesterday.

The strike was called on
Wednesday to protest an
"unacceptable” settlement be-
tween the leaders of a faction of
the YDMC and the health min-
ister to raise the monthly re-
muneration of intern doctors to
Tk 5000 from Tk 4000 and ver-
bal assurance to consider five
other demands.

Intern doctors of govern-
ment medical college hospitals
in the country had begun an in-
definite strike on December 15
at the call of the YMDC to re-
alise their six-point demand.
The strike was called off b
some leaders of the YMD
Tuesday midnight following the
settlement, sparking off protest
by another faction.

YDMC General Secretary Dr.
Hayat Mahmud Russel, who
leads the rival faction told The
Daily Star yesterday, "We have
suspended our aﬁitaunn pro-
gramme due to the Ramadan
and considering the sufferings
of patients. We will go for fur-
ther movement after the Eid-ul-
Fitr to press our six-point de-
mand.” The strike was called
off by Dr. Nurul Anwar, Co-

. chairmen of YDMC, following

the settlement.

The six-point demand of in-
tern doctors include rais of
their remuneration toTk 0.
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University students protest sexual harassment by teachers.

By DU Correspondent

The on-going movement by
Dhaka University students
against alleged sexual harass-
ment by some teachers took a
new turn yesterday as another
group appeared in the scene un-
der the banner of "Conscious
Students” to “save the image of
the university".

The new group captured the
traditional meeting venue at
the foot of the Aparajo Bangla
on the campus wﬁm the other
group under the banner of
"Students - Protesting Sexual
Harassment"” was scheduled to
hold a rally. This group had
started a movement ori Decem-
ber 12 following a complaint by
a student of Public Administra-
tion that she was sexually ha-
rassed by a teacher of Interna-
tional Relations, Prof.
Shahiduzzaman.

Seeing the meeting venue
captured, they marched towards
the administrative buil in
a procession to observe a sched-
uled sit-in strike there.

As they started the " Con-

scious Students” Iiruup virtu- .

ally ran towards the adminis-
trative building and captured
the place in front of the gate of
the Vice-chancellor's office.
The other group then gath-
ered in front of the main en-
trance of the Registrar Building
They held a rally there and an-
nounced a mme to realise
their six-point demand. The
programme includes a proces-
sion wearing masks on Decem-
ber 26, burning of effigies of ac-
cused persons and a rally on the

campus on December 29.

The "Conscious Students™
group also held a rally in front
of the date of the VC's office
where speakers said they were
with the "Students- Protestin
Sexual ‘Harassment™ but left
them as "outsiders™ were with
them. There are students of Ja-
hangirnagar University with
them which is tarnishing the
image of DU, they said.

They said the teacher con-
cerned has already been sus-
ended, and the authorities
ave assured action against
him on the basis of an inquiry
committee.

“We also want trail of the
culprits. It is not necessary to
create law and order situation
on the campus. They (the other
a?up] are creating a situation

ng provoked by some NGOs",
one of the speakers .

The group under the banner
of "'Students- Protesting Sex-
ual Harassment™ later held a
press conference at the Madhu's
canteen and explained their
six-point demand. The de-
mands include a code conduct
against sexual harassment, set-
ting up of a cell to receive com-
plaints of sexual harassment,
suspension of all teachers
against whom there are allega-
’liunu uffmual Mfuﬁmthm«
ease ol reports o
committees formed in tlmn?
and inclusion of female stu-
dents in the committee formed
to probe sexual harassment.
They Hlleged that Ruhul Amin a
teacher of International Rela-

— Star photo

Saying no to sex fiends

tions was accused of sexually
harassing a child in the USA
while he was there on a schol-
arship. The_;;:lemmded that he
should not reinstated in ser-
vice. The students also dis-
tributed leaflets carrying these
demands,

They also accused the uni-
versity authorities of publish-
ing misleading information in
the media to divert. their

movement.
A committee was lormed to

robe an allegation of sexual
ﬁarassm:nt against Aminur
Rahman of the department Po-
litical Science four years ago.
But the report was not pub-
lished, they said. A female stu-
dent filed a complaint against

Emran Hossain of the same de-
ent to the VC through the

hairman of the department
but the authorities did not take
any action, the students alleged.

Case challenging

results of JS
polls in Dhaka-6
dismissed

The Election Tribunal of
Dhaka Division has dismissed
a case filed by BNP candidate
Mirza Abbas challenging the
results of the 1996 parliamen-
tary election in Dhaka-6 con-
stituency, reports UNB.

Awami League candidate
Saber Hossain Chowdhury was
elected MP from the con-
stituency

-




