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Shahabuddin hosts

reception

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Begum Shahabud-
din hosted a reception for the
members of the Christian
community at Bangt?:hahan
yesterday evening on eve of
Christmas Day, reports UNB.

State Minister for Religious
Affairs Maulana Nurul Islam.
British High Commissioner in
Dhaka David C Walker, Vatican
Ambassador to Bangladesh Rev
Edward Josheph Adams, MPs,
religious personalities, senior
lawyers, social workers, doc-
tors, members of business
community, educationists,
journalists and artistes at-
tended the reception.

Child artists rendered a
carol on the occasion.

Arch Bisho Michael
Rozario, on behalf of the Chris-
tian community, thanked the
President for the reception.

Earlier, President Sha-
habuddin and Begum Sha-
habuddin welcomed the guests
and enquired about their wel-
fare, said an official handout.

Algerian envoy
calls on PM

Newly accredited ambas-
sador of Algeria to Bangladesh
Aissa Ferdjeli yesterday called
on Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina at her office here, re-
ports BSS.

Algeria is one of the first
countries to recognise
Bangladesh. The ambassador
observed that Algeria's leng
struggle for independence is
almost similar to that of
Bangladesh. He decried vio-
lence, saying that this can
destabilise economy and poli-
tics. He observed that there is a
wide scope of development of re-
lations between Algeria and
Bangladesh in different fields.

The Prime Minister wel-
comed the ambassador. who is
based in Islamabad and said
there can be the beginning of a
wide range of relations in social
and development fields.

Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister S A Samad was
present on the occasion,

Gold ornaments

worth Tk 28 lakh
seized at ZIA

Customs authorities of Zia
International Airport (ZIA) re-
covered about three and a half
kilograms of gold ornaments
worth Taka 28 lakh from a
transit asseng:r in the earl
hours nF yesterday, reports BSS.

According to a press release,
the ZIA Customs Surveillance
Team challenged the Karachi-
bound transit passenger who
arrived at ZIA by Biman
Bangladesh Airlines Flight No
BG 085 from Singapore and re-
covered 3450 grams of gold or-
naments from the his pocket in
three separate packets.

The passenger, after his ar-
rival from Singapore, reported
to~ the transit desk and
straightaway went to the
mosque located at second floor.
Finding the pas r's move-
ments suspicious, the Customs
Surveillance Team followed
him and challenged him soon
after he came out of the ue,
the release added.

Jgﬁ passenger took the or-
naments to second floor with
an intention of smuggling them
out. ‘

A departmental case was
lodged in this regard.

Ex-student leaders
for trial of war
criminals on
spl tribunal

Some ex-student h:ade;ial
ur the government to put
thgegrar criminals of 1971 on
trial, including Ghulam Azam,
at a special tribunal, reports
UNB.
In a statement yesterday,
they also asked the government
to bring back the accused who
are leaving abroad and put
them in the dock for killing the
unarmed people, including in-
telleetuals of the country, dur-
ing the Liberation War.

The signatories are Mu-
niruddin Ahmed. Fazley Hos-
sain Badsha, Abul Hasib Khan,
Shirin Akhter, Mustague Hos-
sain, Nazmul Haque Prodhan.
Noor Ahmad B Ruhul Kud-
dus Babu, Akter Sobhan Mas-
rur, Syed Jahangir, Meshrefa
Mishu and Abdullahil Quayum.

Ctg city AL
leader dies

CHITTAGONG., Dec 24: Chit-
tagong City Awami League
leader Abdul Hye died of pro-
longed iliness at his Nasirabad
residence here this morning. He
was 60, family and party
sources said, BSS.

Abdul Hye, a mem-
ber of Chittagong City Awami
League advisory committee left
behind his wife, four daughters,
one son, relatives and irers
to mumm his death. G

namaz-e-
dul Hye was lu:ld'z%z;nnpdl-
tan Hous

premises at Sholoshahar

Johr prayers. Later he was,

buried at his village Goira of
an thana this evening.
ye, who was the sident

of Bishwa Shanti Parishad,
Chit district chapter also
ayed pioneering role in the

Mowvement in 1952.
eanwhile, Minister for
Labour and Emplzm:nt MA
Mannan and City Mayor ABM
Mahiuddin Chowdhury visited
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members of the country's Christian community at Bangabhaban yesterday evening.
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Painting exhibition: A two week-long painting
y

exhibition late Kazi

Hasan Habib begins today to

commemorate the artist's 50th birth anniversary and 10th
death anniversary. Venue: Shilpakala Academy. Time: 10 am.

Discussion meeting

A discussion meeting will be

held to celebrate the 2nd founding anniversary of Noakhali
Chhatra Kallyan Samity (Dhaka). The programme will be

followed by a milad
" Time: 3 pm.

il. Venue: Paltan Community Centre,

Night temperature may fall

Dry weather is likely to prevail over the country during the
next 12 hours till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

Slight fall in night temperature is e
try during the period, according

Yesterday's high
recorded at Cox's Bazar an
Srimangol.

to Met
est temperature of 30 degree Celsius was
the lowest of 10 degree Celsius at

cted across the coun-
flice forecast.

The sun sets today at 5:18 pm and rises tomorrow at 6:39 am.
Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were :

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 27.0 12.1 83
Chittagong 295 15.0 77 75
Khulna 26.6 13.0 79 75
Rajshahi 26.3 13.7 79 s
Barisal 27.0 12.3 88 85
Sylhet 27.7 12.5 73 70
Cox's Bazar 30.0 17.5 67 61

Society Hu{id I

Relations with
neighbouring
‘states discussed

A meeting of the parliamen-
tary standing commiitee on
Foreign Minister yesterday dis-
cussed the country's relations
with its neighbouring states,
reports UNB.

Presided over by committee
chairman Dr Mohammad Se-
lim, the meeting was held at
Sangsad Bhaban.

Committee members For-
eign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad, State Minister for For-
eign Alffairs Abul Hassan
Chowdhury, Nurul Islam
Nahid, Moryam Begumni, Deputy
Leader of the ngﬁnailiun AQM
Badruddoza owdhury, M
Morshed Khan, M Shamsul Is-
lam and officials concerned
were present.

Three women
arrested with
phensidyl

SATKHIRA, Dec 24: The BDR
arrested three women smug-
glers from a passenger minibus
at Bakal checkpost under Sadar
thana and recovered one hun-
dred ten bottles of phensidyl
;rlirup from their possession on

esday, reports BSS.

The arrested three women
are identified as Munni Begum,
35, Rijia m, 55, and Monira
Khatun, . of Shibbari and
Rupsha area of Khulna district.

e BDR arrested them dur-
ing a routine checking of the
bus and recovered 110 bottles of
phensidyl syrup from their pos-
session, :

Agri khas land
to be allocated
among the landless

The government has taken
steps to allocate agricultural
khas land among landless
people across the country, re-
ports UNB.

The landless people, includ-
ing distressed freedom fighters.
widows and the women aban-
doned by their husbands, have
been asked to apply in pre-
scribed form for the khas land.
said an official handout yester-
day. '

Death anniversary
of Chunnu today

By Staff Correspondent
BNP and its cultural front
Jasas have chalked out various
programmes to observe the 3rd
death anniver of its leader
late Zahid Hossain Chunnu to-

day.
F’I‘he programmes, incldide
milad mahfil, offering of fateha

and placing of wreaths at the
grave of Chunnu.

Leaders and activists of BNP
and Jasas or the Jatiyatabadi
Samajik Sangskritik Sangstha
will visit the Banani graveyard
at 11 am today and ofler fateha
and place wreaths.

eanwhile, a discussion
meeting and milad mahfil were
held at BNP central office at
Nayapalton yesterday after-

noon. The discussion meeting

was addressed by Rezabudowl-
lah Chowdhury, Haris Chowd-
hury, Shamsuzzaman Dudu,
Emran Seleh Prince, Khairul
Kabir Khokon and Dr Rezwan
Siddique.

Steps being taken
to check road
accidents

The government has decided

to enforce the traffic rules more
to check incidents of

strictly
road accidents across the coun:
try, said an official press re-
lease, rts BSS.

The decision was taken at a
meeting yesterday with Home
Minister Rafiqul Islam in the
chair.

The meeting also decided to
sear up police patrol on the

ighwa?rs to control the move-
ment of risky vehicles.

Besides, the meeting decided
to take up training programme
and publicity campaign to edu-
cate the drivers and helpers.

The meeting instructed the
Bangladesh Road Trans
thority (BRTA) to identify the
forged licence.

The meeting was attended by

Home Secretary Safiur Rah-
man, Inspector General of Po-
lice (IGP) Burhan Siddique,
BRTA Chairman. Joint Secre-
tary of Ministry of Communi-
cation and some senior offi-
cials of the police.

DCC launches
mosquito
eradication drive

Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) has launched a clean-up
drive in the citly to eradicate
mosquito. reports UNB.

City Mayor Mohammad
Hanif yesterday inspected the
mosquito-control drive in the
city's Khilgaon and Shahja-
hanpur areas.

He urged all to keep their re-
spective areas clean and sought
their allout cooperation to gear
up the drive.

Ward commissioners Kamal
Chowdhury, Humayun Kabir,

Enamul Haq Sarder, DCC chief

health officer Dr Ashraf Uddin
and other senior officials ac-
companied the Mayor.

port Au-

Minibus owners
demand action
against extortionists

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Dec 24:
Minibus owners of Narayan-
anj has threatened to stop
haka-Narayanganj bus ser-

vice indefinitely if action is not

taken against the "terrorists
and extortionists" who are
dominating the Ekota Seatin
Service Minibus Stand wit
muscle power. |
The bus stand is located near
the Joykali Mandir Road in the
city.
1.lrI.Jrgirtg the government to
immediately take action
ainst these elements, the
inibus Malik Okkiya Jote
said that it has become risky
for them to continue services
along the route.

e Okkiyva Jote in a state-
ment mtmgy said that the ex-
tortionists along with some so-
called workers' leaders were
hulding the bus owners to ran-
som,
practice that the terrorists
commit dacoity in the buses in
broad daylight,

arts, and even threaten to kill
us owmners over telephone if

they fail to give toll,” the release

said. :
"We had to keep the bus ser-
vice sus ded on December 18

in the face of attack on trans-

port workers but the terrorists

again attacked the workers and
collected tolls on December 20.,"

they said.

It has been a regular .

loot motor

‘Bangladeshis don't want to
depend on foreign aid’

Bangladesh Ambassador to
the USA K M Shehabuddin has
said B adesh needs the sup-
port of the US government and
the private sector to march
ahead steadily to forge an eco-
nomic partnership that goes
beyond aid and development
assistance, a me received
from Washington said, reports
BSS. |

He said Bangladeshi people
do not want to depend on for-
eign aid and grants, they want
to fend for themselves and the
best way to do it is through the
development and careful utili-
sation of its available re-
sources.

Speaking as guest of honour
on 'Bangladesh-US relations' at
the US-Bangladesh Business
Council recently, Ambassador
Shehabuddin said "we need
economic partnership more
than aid and grants to develop
ourselves as an economically
stable and prosperous country
for the benefit of all.”

He hoped the council will not
only promote economic and
commercial relations between
the two countries but also con-
tribute towards further devel-
opment of bilateral relations.

He said the recent explo-
ration of gas fields have n-
dled a hope for a bright future
for the Bangladeshi pcnglc. He
said Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's overnment

was
| mindful of this and has taken

prudent measures for the devel-
opment of the country's energy
sector.

The Bangladesh ambassador
said the United States and the
US oil companies could play
significant role in the develop-
ment of this key sector. He said
the US companies could help
bolster relations between the
two countries t economic
cooperation an infras-
tructural development in an
environment-friendly manner.

Ambassador Shehabuddin
said there is scope for invest-
ment in other sectors like
power, telecommunications,
software and electronics in
Bangladesh. :

e said the government has
liberalised regulations and
policies to attract foreign in-
vestments. Bangladesh's in-
vestment lpnlic allows repa-
triation of prolits and easler
import of machines, he said.

: e Bangladesh ambassador
said elimination of child
labour from Bangladesh's gar-
ment industry is being emu-
lated in other developing coun-
tries. He hoped Bangladesh's
request for the 30 per cent in-
crease of its export quota of

ents to USA would receive

ue attention.

He hoped the question of
Bangladesh's relief of debt un-
der PL-480 would also l%ﬂ due
consideration by the US pgov-
ernment and the Congress.
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Two held with

arms 1in city
By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested two persons
and recovered three revolvers
and one sawed-off rifle from
their possession in the city on
Wednesday.

The arrested were identified
as Anwar Hossain and Jahurul
Islam alias Biplob.

Police acting on a tip-off
came to know that an sed
?ang was engaged in lﬁm of
oreign-made illegal arms in
border areas.

A team of Detective Branch
of police led by Deputy Police
Commissioner Altaf Hossain
Mollah raided different areas
in the city and arrested one
Anwar Hossain from Uttar
Bashaboo under Sabujbagh
thana and recovered a revolver
from his possession.

Later, lice recovered two
more revolvers which w kqibt
at a city hotel in Fakira )
following the confessional
statement of the arrested,

Anwar, is a member of an
organised arms trader, police
addedl g

Police, however, is trying to
nab other criminals and gre-
cover arms, {f any.

Separate cases were lodged
with Motijheel and Sabujbagh
thanas in this connection.

In another incident, Mirpur
Euli{:e arrested one alleged

oodlum, toll collector and a
wanted criminal named Jahu-
rul Islam from West
Shewrapara area and recovered

A
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BNP Chairperson and Leader of the Opposition in Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia

journalists and editors of national dailies at her official residence at Minto Road yesterday.

hosted an iftar party in honour of
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Poet Munir made
member of Edgar
Allan Poe Society

The Edgar Allan Poe Society
of Baltimore has accepted t
Munir Siraj as a member of the
organisation, says a press re-
lease.

Jeffry A Savoye, Secretary of

the organisation, through a
welcome letter, recently in-
formed Munir Siraj about the
award of this membership.

seven books, six of which are
books of poetry.

Munir Sira'j was awarded the
restigious 'Humayun Kabir
mriti Puraskar' for his first

book of poetry. ‘Biruddhe Srote
Jatra’” in 1976 by the
Bangladesh Lekhak Sibir.

Bastuhara Samity
meet held

A national representatives
meeting of Bangladesh Bas-
tuhara Samity was held at the
Awami League central office in
the city yesterday to make the
fifth conference of the samity a
SUCCESS, BSS.

Presi
the samity Enﬁr.

r

Lutfar Rah-
man, it was addressed by joint
secre of cit

y Awami League
Faizuddin Mia, office sccrctarﬁ
Abdul Huq Sabuj, Krisha
League central leader M A
Karim and Bastuhara Samity
leaders — Abdul Karim, Abul
Kashem, Talukdar Mohammad
Jah r, Mohammad Ibrahim
Mia, Mohammad Ruhul Amin
and Jalil Chisti.

Munir Siraj is the author of

over by president of

Concern over
sexual abuses 1n

edn 1nstitutions
By DU Correspondent

Bpeakers at an open discus-
sion yvesterday expressed grave
concern over recent rise in the
incidents of sexual abuses in
different educational institu-
tions including the universi-
Lies.

“The incidents of sexual of-
fences in the universities are
not new and it happened in the
past. but we come to know about
it only when a victim com-
plains." Anu Muhammad, a
teacher of Jahangirnagar Uni-
versity, said. £

The meeting on "Terrorism
and sexual repression: Safety
and security on the campus”
was held in front of the DUCSU
cafeteria on the Dhaka Univer-
sity campus.

Organised by the Tattya Par-
jalochana O Sammannay
Parishad (TPOSP), the pro-

amme was attended by Prof H
S Arefin, Chairman of De-
artment of Anthropology. DU,
r Mahbuba Begum of iol-
ogy. DU, Sayeed Ferdous, Mirza
Taslima Luna and Manash
Chowdhury of the Anthropol-
ogy Department of JU.

The meeting was also partic-
ipated by students and different
professionals.

Scouts team to
attend World
Jamboree

An eight-member delegation
of Bangladesh Scouts yesterda
left for Chile to attend the 19t
World Scout Jamboree sched-
uled for December 27 to January
6, reports BSS.

Aminul Ehsan Khan, Re-
gﬂnal Deputy Commissioner of

angladesh Scouts, Dhaka re-
gion, is leading the delegation, a
press release said.

National Commissioner of
Bangladesh Scouts Afzal Hus-
sain is attending the Jamboree
as a member of the interna-
tional service team.

JS body discusses
two bills

A meeting of the parliamen-
tary committée” on
members' bill and private
members' resolutions” was held

esterday at the Sangsad Bha-

Ean with its Chairman Col
(retd)] Shawkat Ali presiding,
reporis B55.

The meeting discussed the
Constitution (fourteenth amen-
dment) (reservation of women
seats) Bill, 1998, and the Cons-
titution {fourteenth amend-
ment) Bill, 1998.

[ranian team meets
Nurul Islam

A six-member parliamen-
tary delegation of Iran called on
State Minister for Religious
Affairs Moulana Nurul Islam at
his office yesterday, reports
UNB.

Chairman of Iranian Cul-
tural, Educational and Reli-
gious Commission Dr Bag Bani-
tuam led the delegation.

During the meeting. they
discussed matters relating to
exchange religious, educational
and cultural programmes be-
tween the two countries.

Autorickshaw

driver mugged

By Staff Correspondent

A group of muggers snatched
money, wrist watch, and tool
box ¥rum an autorickshaw
driver at Uttara in the early
hours of Tuesday.

The autorickshaw was en-
gaged in transpo
of The Daily Star to their
homes. The incident took place
when driver Abdur Razzak was
returning from Uttara Sector
No 6. o '

The mu st Pt thhlu ve-
hicle en he reac
nuum“f:hus stand. They ﬂll& m
away his driving licence, Route
permit, Insurance cover .note
and other documents related to
the vehicle,

An FIR was lodged with Ut-
tara thana.

“private ,

rting newsmen -

DUJA seminar on
policy of

newspaperitoday
By DU Cérrespondent

The annual seminar of
Dhaka University Journalists’
Association (DUJA) on 'Policy
of Newspaper and Ethics of
Journalism' will be held at the
Teachers Students Centre (TSC)
auditorium at 3 pm today.

‘The keynote paper will be
presented by noted journalist
Zawadur Rahman and Prof A K
Azad Chowdhury, Vice-Chan-
cellor of the university will at-
tend the seminar as chief guest.

Nepalese envby
meets DU VC

Nepalese Ambassador in
Dhaka Madhu Raman Acharya
made a courtesy call on Dhaka
University Vice-Chancellor
Prof A K Azad Chowdhury at his
office yesterday, reports UNB.

During the meeting, they
discussed matters of mutual in-
terests, especially the academic
exchange programmes between
Dhaka University and the uni-
versities of Nepal.

Trader missing
By Staff respnndent

A busines-
sman at ci-
ty's Mitford
area has be-
en missing
since Mon-
day night.

* Mohammad
- Abul Hos-
% sain 40, an

wiﬁ .
aluminium trader at Mitford is
yet to return home since that

date.
g to a GD filed by
Hossain's brother, he (the
trader) closed his at about
8 pm on Monday !
father-in-law's. house at
Shewrapara. But since then he
is still missing. The relatives
have contacted all possible
places but could not trace his
WIIEI_ Eﬂhnuta._ ’

and left for his

Five asked to
show cause for
"yiolation of

. HC order

By Staff Correspondent

The High Court Division of
the Supreme Court directed the
roposed contemners Secretary
}Jc;r Land Md Omar Faruque, DC
of Jamalpur Achyutapada
Goswami, ADC (Revenue) of
Jamalpur Mesbahul Alam, De-
wanganj TNO Mohibul Hossain
and AC (Land) of Dewanganj
Mahbubul Alam Talukder to
show cause as to why they al-
legedly violated the order of the
HC Division, said a press re-
lease.

A Division Bench of the HC
comprising Justice A M Mah-
mudur Rahman and Justice
Mohammad Muzammel Hos-
sain issued the order on Decem-
ber 3. the release said.

Dr M Shahdat Hossain,
Managing Director of Rupali
Fish and Duck Producers Mar-
keting Services Ltd filed the
contempt of court petition, it
said.

It was alleged in the con-
tempt petition that despite re-
ceiving the lawyer's certificate
on the order of the HC Division
passed in Writ Petition No 2307
of 1998 the proposed contemn-
ers took over the possession of
"Purba Brahmaputra Jalmahal
Dewanganj Bazar Koal" and
"Kajlapara Doba" jalmahal.

The HC Division by an order
dated August 4,1998 stayed op-
eration of the government order
cancelling the 10-year lease of
the two jalmahals, the release
said.

Advocate Abdul Baset Mo-
jpumdei‘. Subrata Chnwdhurﬁ

romila Biswas and S
Asadullah Tarique moved for
the petition, the press release
said.

Obituary
By Staff Correspondent

Nazrul Islam, 56. a former
Senior Executive (Superin-
tendent) of The Dainik Bangla
died of cardiac arrest at the

the residence of Hye and con-

of the Dercaved family.

In a separate messages,
Minister for Civil Aviation and
Tourism Engineer Mosharraf ’

Speakers at the meeting said
the government of Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina has been
working hard to change the lot
of the r and downtrodden,
while the rejected anti-people
" forces are hatching conspiracy
to foil it.

The

city's BIRDEM Hospital at
around 11 pm Tuesday, says a
press release.

He was laid to rest at the
Gopibagh raveyard. His
qulkhwani will be held at his
residence at 45/1 Ramkrishna
Mission Road after Asr prayers
today.

Hossain and M A Salam, presi-
dent and sec re-
of Chitt

istriet Awami League also leaders called for

condoled the death ment Late Nazrul Islam, who

ﬁﬂnﬂu‘ﬁcm.lﬂdﬂl ex- e o :;?}urr;:};j{lt :n a;t?};gplﬂu;:rm | hailied Fi:rumhgla e Ea?ﬁilﬁg.?}:ch

. T PRES R S Y R The also called for under Panc arh, %

ol ﬂu“mhumfa%mm 2. .7 : . S S strengthening the hands of the . — : £ Xmas D hind his wife, two aunsdagguﬁ
ayed for the eternal peace of Buyers seen purchasing rice under Open Market Sale Prime Minister by making the | Children singing a carol at a church in Tejgaon yesterday on the eve o as Day. 1 number of rdamﬁﬂa Egath
Eldﬂplﬂﬂﬂ soul. (OMS) in the city yesterday. —Star photo Bastuhara Samity stronger. | —Star photo j wishers to mourn :



