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The right to water
has been recog-
nised, in theory,
with an intent
expressed for
removing prevail-
ing discrimina-
tions in water
availability
between individu-
als, groups or
regions. The best
way to ensure this
will be involving
the private sector
and local commu-
nities in the act.
Privatisation cou-
pled with decen- .
tralisation can
bring about a sea-
change in terms of
water resources
management.
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National Water Policy

The first-ever National Water lf’::nlllc},r has been announced to
provide a framework of guidelines for harnessing, developing
and managing surface and ground water resources in an effi-

cient and equitable manner.

. Surface water and ground water are an inter-related natural
endowment of a country which in turn bears a relationship to
rainfall at the upper reaches and usage at the headwaters of

rivers being shared
Ganges Water Treat

enabled the latter to formulate a national water policy

point would seem proved by the fact that because

* of inadequate rainfall at the Himalayas during the first year of

the accord’s implementation, Bangladesh could not get her

ed dramatically last year with heavy rains
received her quota in full.

first time. The

share; but this ¢
there, and Banglad

Nevertheless, the understanding
arantee all that B desh needs to be able to operate
at is why it is considered key to a

itself
a full-fledged water policy.

by a group of countries, Admittedly, the
between India and Bangladtsf h;s I
or the

on the Ganges cannot by

meaningful water management paradigm that India and
Bangladesh sit across the table and thrash out the water shar-

problems connected with their 53 common rivers. After the
solution of the complex Ganges water sharing problem this
should be so much the easier now. |
The government has done well to end the laid-back attitude
a blueprint of policy action. But in
doing so, it has assumed charge of delivering on the policy
which for reasons adduced above is not entirely
foundations. Thé government cannot be blamed for lack of prag-
matism: ‘the Water Resources Planning O
will not merely delineate the hydrological regions for planning
the development of their water resources but will also prepare
and periodically update a National Water Management Plan

of the past by announc

(NWMP)'.

As we view it, the policy will stand vindicated if, among
some structural distortions that
have crept into the water resource_ management system or a
non-system. If it can bring different agencies involved in the
multi-disciplinary field into a state of regular orchestration and
job done.

The national water policy envisages ‘conjunctive’ use of
ground water and surface water obviously prompted by the fact
that they are inter-related resources. In Dhaka we now feel the
compulsion to go more for surface water treatment plants than
tubewell [prujects, the latter having pumped out subsoil water to

causing a worrisome land subsidence now. A delicate
balance has to be struck between the use of %rnund water and
that of surface water on the basis of global

things, it succeeds in correcting

coordination that will be big

a point o

subject.

The right to water has been recognised, in theory, with an
intent expressed for removing prevailing discriminations in
water availability between ifidividuals, groups or regions. The
best way to ensure this will be involving the private sector and
local communities in the act. Privatisation coupled with decen-
tralisation can bring about a sea-change in terms of water
resources management. The government agencies better be left
to play an enabling role while the private sector increasingly
took on a greater burden of responsibility on this front.

Environment is of prime importance to a tropical country as
densely populated as ours. The law needs more teeth and a no-
nonsense enforcement to be effective
pollution, industrial or otherwise. And in building
projects to implement a composite basin-development strategy
the' environmental safety considerations must never be glossed

Over.

We seek protection against both floods and droughts, some-
thing that makes regional cooperation a much sought-after goal.
That way also lies the golden opportunity to prise open the vast
potential reservoir of hydel power, and so much more indeed.
Let's hammer that point with India and Nepal.
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Apocalypse

by Edward Said

Ethics, Equity and Five Freedoms

The day after I came back home, I was overwhelmed once again. I listened to Nobel-laureate Amartya Sen talking about
- human freedom. The freedom for which Bengalees took up arms under the coconut tree 27 years back.

have been a fugitive from my

Friday column for the last

three weeks. | was away in
the foot hills of magnificent
Annapurna range and traveled
extensively in rural Nepal both
in the mid-hills and the plains.
Later 1 strolled among the
grandeur of Angkor temples,
some shaded by forest-foliage
and the Angkor Wat standing
tall as the pinnacle of the
Angkor Empire. The murals on
the wall overwhelmed me, as did
the huge reservoir built one
thousand years ago by the
Angkor King and still providing
the life-blood of culture, i.e.
water to the green tapestry of
paddy-fields.

The day after 1 came back
home, | was overwhelmed once
again. I listened to Nobel-laure-
ate a Sen talking about
human freedom. The freedom
for which Bengalees took up
arms under the coconut tree 27
years back.

Freedom for humanity has
various dimensions. Professor
Sen summarizes those as social
opportunity, political opportuni-
ty. market opportunity.

ural opportunity and protected
freedomn for the most disadvan-
taged - the disabled or the
chronically ill. The two underly-
ing concerns for making such
opportunities accessible to the
majority population are i) equity
and ii) ethical integrity.
Ideological dogma whether pro-
market or pro-state has no
place in this equation. The con-
tinuous search is for balance
and for a society that cares and
shares.

The first premise is that
social opportunities must be
equitably distributed among
various segments of the people
in a society. Without such
access, larger segments of the
population cannot participate in
fair exchange and market-
opportunity. There are certain
pre-reauisites for equitable
social opportunity. It requires
land-reform, tenurial security of
share-croppers, wage-employ-
ment opportunities for the land-

- less. Simultaneously it is impor-

tant that basic and higher edu-
cation be accessible to the
majority opulation; that
healthcare for all be ensured:
that women who hold up half
the sky be not discriminated
against and in fact be more
equal than men; that a social
security net be in place. I may
quote from an earlier writing of
Professor Sen. He says that
many things that affect our lives
deeply, especially in poor coun-
tries, depends greatly on public
support, e.g. availability of
health services, access 1o edu-
cation. having an epidemic-free
surrounding, living in a safe
and sound environment, The

proce- .

crucial role of public action is
both in the sense of state-activ-
ities and in the sense of people’s
own ability to demand attention
and to secure a response from
those in authority.

In that context another arti-
cle written by Professor Sen in
Bengali elaborates on the
theme. The title of the article is
Rabindranath and
Bharatbarsha. The engine for
the spectacular economic
growth in East Asia is the real-
ization of basic education for all
in those countries. If we look at
the Meiji restoration period in
Japan in mid-nineteenth centu-
ry. the country was blessed with
more impressive rate of higher
education compared to Europe.
In pmgle's Republic of China.
broad-based education preced-
ed the economic reforms in
1979. The Maoist education
programme that China contin-
ued to implement has been
immensely fruitful when the
country launched its market-
oriented economic development.
The situation in India has been
otherwise, and therefore, the
market opportunity has
remained the close reserve of
the few, the educated and pow-
erful China on

on divergent views and perspec-
tives. :
Tagore during his visit to
Russia was most impressed
with the spread and breadth of
public education in that coun-
try. He was equally concerned
about the lack of political free-
dom. What India can rightly be
proud of is the freedom of the
press and opinion in indepen-
dent India. The dominance o
the upper class in the political
arena is still there. But there
are welcome signs of stress in
that fortress of the rich and the
powerful. Where that has hap-
ned, the precondition has
E:cn broad-based educational
program. For example in Kerala
state, the activists opposed to
higher-caste domination devot-
themselves steadfastly in
making education for the
deprived a reality.

Another aspect of the imper-
ative of political and social dis-
sent and freedom of opinion has
been articulated by Professor
Sen. The Great Famine
of 1943 which caused the death
by starvation of 2 to 3 million

could have easily been
avoided. if information-flow was
not stifled. In the time of Kings

the other hand

has been able to

open the market-

oriented growth

process to many

since basic edu-

cation is deeply

rooted among the

majority popula- °
tion.

In other words the major
problems of social inequality
that are manifest in coun-
tries like ours are illiteracy.
undernutrition of mothers and
children, gross inadequacy of
healthcare, lack of tenurial
security of share-croppers,
uncertain employment opportu-
nities for the landless, sub-
servierice of the women popula-

tion in family and social struc-
ture; and the inadequacy of
micro-credit for resource poor
people particularly women. One
could say that the social oppor-
tunities and freedom which are
necessary for unleashing the
dormant creativity of many, are
just not available to them.
Naturally even when economic
growth-rate is on the rise, the
majority of the population can-
not participate in that growth
process. ‘

Related to this first freedom
mentioned above is equity in
political opportunities and the
importance of popular partici-
pation in decision-making at
various levels of a society and a
nation-state. What is necessary
is the opportunity for open
debate 1in public fora and the
evolution of a consensus based

and royalties, peoples’ articula-
tion of grievances was a grave
offence. But multiparty democ-
racy has periodic election and
free press. It is therefore not so

easy to ignore the voice of the
people. en such voices are
absent, there can be tr

like what happened in China
during the period of "Great Leap
Forward®. According to some
estimate. 3 million people died.

There is a caveat here.
Democracy, in the context of
true freedom is not just the rit-
ual of periodic elections. The
search is for a plural and more
enhanced form of democracy
without any overarching media-
tion: for a decentralized and
participatory institution created
and owned by the people them-
selves. by getting together,
building up mutual trust and
cultural solidarity. The search
is also for a ance between
human beings and their envi-
ronment, between nature and
culture projecting paradigm
shifts in a more horizontal orga-
nization of knowledge and infor-
mation.

It is only in the context of the
first two opportunities i.e. social
and political that the market
opportunity can benefit the

majority population. It is not a
question of the of afflu-
ence amidst deprivation. It is a
uestion of opportunities for all
or well-bei and reasonable
prosperity. a resource-poor
person does not have access to
seed-capital or micro-credit, for
that matter, how can he partici-
pate in market-exchanges?
Allow me to quote Professor
Yunus. to him t
to credit is one of the -
mental human rights. T in
Bangladesh, Grameen, B

and other NGOs have brought
micro-credit to the door-s of
e angv;hnc howev
are a . in -
er m furmtf‘g‘::f market-
opportunity. Is it not possible to
support such initiatives to
become more wide spread? In
order to make economic reforms
universal and open up a coun-
try’'s economy to the mar-
ket place, it is important that
social and politica rtuni-
ties are more broad-based
which candhring t:‘: different
segments population to a
level play-field. And as has been
mentioned before, the bases for
such an endeavour are educa-
tion, health-care, and protected
freedom for the
most M;:;
the divini in
human that
can transcend
petty self inter-
est for common
humanity. Or as
Tagore puts it,
only thus can the small and the
most noble can embrace each
other in the glory of human
relatedness. Success may not

be there, but the satis-
faction will continue to be in
committed endeavour.
But such 3.21 endeavor

supposes, social res

deeply rooted in ethical norms.
The exchanges in business
must be transparent. The pro-

cedural aspects of governance
or trade must not be clouded by
= o n?u.nartya E:nncﬁl s
corrupton. s it
pmceguuml oﬁm‘tmﬂty. It is not
a question efficient gover-
nance of pro-market reforms
alone, It is a question of ethics
of economics, ethics of gover-
nance and ethics of inter-per-
sonal behavior. A good example
is the crisis in Indonesia, South
Korea or Thailand where finan-
cial intermediation has been
jeopardized by corruption, irreg-
ularity and nepotism. Hence the
importance of morality at fami-
ly. community, society and mar-
ket levels,

The last point regarding pro-
tected freedom for the most dis-
advantaged has been touched
upon earlier enpasse. And that
squarely is the responsibility of

-

the off-quoted social responsi-
bility. No, it is also a moral
responsibility for those who are
more privileged.

pains and of creation
Adorn me with ormament of
wounds. | shall in the

mntwmtm
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the festival of human freedom
s? That is the day,
humankind remembers
of humane humani-
a per-
son is small and lonely. But on

|
|

held the trigger under
coconut trees in 1971. Women
and men, old and young, farm-
ers and laborers, teachers and
students, office-workers and the -
militia chanted in unison:

“To live is to give oneself to
the motherland. It is to give one-
self to the earth, the mountains
and the rivers. It is to clench
one’s teeth in the face of the
enemy. To live is to }teep up
one's ::auruge in times of misery.\
It is to laugh in times of anger. To
live is to remain optimistie in
struggle”.

Many indeed died clenching
their teeth in the face of the
enemy. But their optimism in
struggle gives us strength today
- their resolve for individual dig-
nity and a new usage of socia-
bility through human related-
ness. The society they wanted to
build is truly free in which the
rights of some subjects are not
defended to the detriment of the
rights of others. Shall we fail
them?

Now

Undoubtedly the US has manipulated the UN to its own ends, a rather shameful exercise given at the same time that the Cnﬂgress once again st'ruck
down a motion to pay a billion dollars in arrears to the world organization. The major priority for Arabs, Europeans, M uslims and Americans is to
push to the fore the issue of sanctions and the terrible suffering imposed on innocent Iraq: cwilians

quL&Id be ahmista}lilﬂ. [ think.,
to reduce what is happening
between Irag andp the
United States simply to an
assertion of Arab will and sover-
eignty on the one hand versus
American imperialism, which
undoubtedly plays a central
role in all this. However mis-
guided, Saddam Hussein's clev-
erness is not that he is split
America from its allies (which he
ldlas nfut really su:aticedcd 11;
oing lor any practi urpose
but g1‘.hat hg Fiis exp]niflng the
astonishi
failures o
Very few people. least of all
Saddam himself, can be fooled
into believing him to be the
innocent victim  of American
bullying; most of what is ha
to his unfortunate people
who are undergoing the most
dreadful and unacknowledged
sufferi 1g is due in considerable
degree 10 his callous icism —
first of all, his indefensible and
ruinous invasion of Kuwaig his
persecution of the Kurds, © his
cruel egoism and pompous self-
regard which persists in aggran-
dizing himself and his regime
at exorbitant and, in opin-
ion, totally unwarrant cost.
It is impossible for him to plead
the case for national security
and sover now given his
abysmal disregard of it in the
case of Kuwait and Iran.
~  Be that as it may, US vindic-
tiveness, whose sources [ shall
look at in a moment, has exac-
erbated the situation by impos-
ing a regime of sanctions
which, as Sandy Berger, the
American Natiomal rity
adviser has just said pr ;
is un ented for its severi
in the whole of world history.
567,000 Iraqi civilians have died
since the Gulf War, mostly as a
result of disease, malnutrition
and deplorably poor medical
care. Agriculture and industry
are at a total standstill. This is
unconscionable of course, and
for this the brazen inhumanity
of American policy-makers is
also very largely to blame. But
we must not forget that Saddam
is I'cedlnﬁ that inhumanity
uite deliberately in order to
ramatize the opposition

between the US and the rest of
the Arab world; ha provoked
a crisis with the US (or the UN

dominated by the US) he at first
‘dramatised the unfairness of
the sanctions. But by continu-
ing it as he is now doing, the
issue has chanpged has
become his non-compliance,
and the terrible effects of the
sanctions have been margin-
alised. Still the underlying caus-
es of an Arab/US crisis remain.

A careful analysis of that cri-
sis is imperative. The US has

always opposed any sign of

US foreign policy.

Arab nationalism or indepen-
dence, partly for its own imperi-
al reasons and partly because
its unconditional support for
Israel requires it to do so. Since
the 1973 war, and despite the
brief oil embargo, Arab policy
up to and including the peace
process has tried to circumvent
or mitigate  that hostility by
appealing to the US for help, by
“good” behavior, by will ess
to make peace with Israel. Yet
mere compliance with the US's
wishes can produce nothin
except occasional words o
American approbation for lead-
ers who appear “moderate”:
Arab policy was never backed up
with murdinﬁa.lthc;rn. or Eﬂtcﬂ%
pressure, or eed upon
goals. Instead eaclﬁ;ader tried
to make separate arrangements
both with the US and with
Israel, none of which produced
very much except escalating
demands and a constant
refusal by the US to exert a.nF
meanin pressure on [srael.
The more extreme Israeli poli
becomes the more likely the U
has been to support it. And the
less respect it has for the large
mass of Arab Peuplea whose
future and well-being are mort-
F d to illusory hopes embod-
ed, for instance, in the Oslo
accﬁrds, - -
oreover, a dee sepa-
rates Arab culture Fﬂﬂd clﬂ]igi
tion on the one hand, from the
United States on the other, and
in the absence of any collective
Arab information and cultural
policy, the notion of an Arab
with traditions, cultures
and identities of their own is
simply inadmissible in the US.
are dehumanized, they
are seen as violent {rrational
terrorists’ always on the lookout
for murder and bombing out-
rages. The only Arabs worth
doing business with for the US
are compliant leaders, busi-

nessmen, mili ple whose
arms purchases (the highest per
capita in the world) are help-
ing the American economy keep

oat. Beyond that there is no
feeling at all. for instance, for
the adful suffering of the
Iraqgi le whose identity and
existence have simply been lost
;ight of in the present situa-

on.

This morbid, obsessional
fear and hatred of the Arabs has
been a constant theme in US
foreign policy since World War
Two. In some way also, anything

tive about the Arabs is seen

the US as a threat to [srael. In
this respect pro-Israeli
American Jews, traditional

Orientalists, and military
hawks have a devastat-
ing role. Moral obrium is
heaped on Arab states as it is

on no others. Turkey, for exam-

~ ther has

ple, has been conducting a
campaign against the Kurds for
several years. yet nothing is
heard about this in the US.
Israel occupies territory illegally
for thirty years, it violates the
Geneva conventions at will, con-
ducts invasions, terrorist
attacks and assassinations
against Arabs, and still, the US
vetoes every sanction against it
in the UN. Syria, Sudan, Libya,
Iraq are classified as “rogue”
states. Sanctions against them
are far harsher than against any
other countries in the history of
US foreign policy. And still the
us cts that its own foreign

licy agenda ought to prevail
f:g,. the  woefully misguided
Doha economic summit) despite
its hostility to the  collective
Arab agenda.

In the case of Iragq a number
of further extenuations make
the US even more repressive.
Burning in the collective
American unconscious is a puri-
tanical zeal decreeing the
sternest possible attitude
towards anyone deemed to be
an unregenerate sinner. This
clearly guided American policy
towards the native American
Indians, who were first demo-
nized, then portrayed as waste-
ful savages, then exterminated,
their tiny remnant confined to
reservations and concentration
camps. This almost religious

er fuels a judgemental atti-
tude that has no place at all in
international politics, but for the
United States it is a central
tenet of its worldwide behavior.
Second, punishment is con-
ceived in apocalyptic terms.
During the Vietnam war a lead-
ing general advocated — and
almost achieved — the goal of
bombing the enemy into the
stone age. The same view pre-
vailed during the Gulf War in
199]. Sinners are meant to be
condemned terminally, with the

utmost cruelty regardless ol
whether or not they suffer the
cruelest agonies. The notion of
“justified® punishment for Iraq
is now uppermost in the minds
of most American consumers of
news, and with that goes an
almost orgiastic delight in the
gathering power being sum-
moned to confront Iraq in the
Gulf. Pictures of four (or is
now five?) immense aircraft car-
riers steaming virtuously a
ctuate breathless news bul-
s about Saddam’'s  defi-
ance, and the impending crisis.

The President announces that

he is not about the
Euuhut?nm about the 21st century:
how can we tolerate Iraq's
threat to use biol warfare
even though (this is unmen-
tioned) it is clear from the
UNSCOM reports that he nei-
the missile capacity,

nor the chemical arms, nor the
nuclear arsenal. nor in fact the
anthrax bombs that he is
alleged to be brandishing?
Forgotten in all this is that the
US has all the terror weapons
known to humankind. is the
only country to have used a
nuclear bomb on civilians. and
as recently as seven years ago
dropped 66.000 tons of bombs
on Iraq. As the only country
involved in this crisis that has
never had to fight a war on its
own soil, it is easy for the US
and its mostly brain-washed
citizens to speak in apocalyptic
terms. A report out of
Australia on Sunday. November
16 suggests that Israel and the
US are thinking about a neu-
tron bomb on Baphdad.
Unfortunately the dictates of
raw power are very severe and,
for a weak state like Iraq, over-
whelming. Certainly US misuse
of the sanctions to strip Irag
of everything, including any pos-
sibility for security is mon-
strously sadistic. The so-called
UN 661 Committee created to
oversee the sanctions is com-
{nsed of fifteen member states
including the US) each of which
has a veto. Every time Iraq
passes this committee a request
to sell oil for medicines, trucks,
meat, etc., any member of the
committee can block these
requests by saying that a given
item may have military purposes
(tires, for example., or ambu-
lances). In addition the US and
its clients — eg.. the unpleas-
ant and racist Richard Butler,
who says openly that Arabs have
a different notion of truth than
the rest of the world — have
made it clear that even if Irag
is completely reduced militarily
to the point where it is no
longer a threat to its neighbors
(which is now the case) the real
goal of the sanctions is to top-
ple Saddam Hussein's govern-
ment. In other words according
to the Americans, very little that
Iraq can do short of Saddam'’s
resignation or death will pro-
duce a lifting of sanctions.
Finally, we should not for a
moment forget that quite apart
from its foreign policy interest,
Iraq has now become a domestic
American issue whose repercus-
sions on issues unrelated to oil
or the Gulf are very important.
Bill Clinton’s personal crises —

the campaign-funding scandals,
an impen trial for sexual
harassment, his various legisla-

tive and domestic failures —

re?ulrc him to look strong,
determined and “presidential”
somewhere else, and where but
in the Gulf against Iraq has he
so ready-made a fo devil to
set off his hlue-cﬁd strength to
full advantage. Moreover, the

increase in military expendi-

ture for new investments in elec-
lronic “smart’ weaponry. more
sophisticated aircraft, mobile
forces for the world-wide projec-
tion of American power are per-
fectly suited for display and use
in the Gulf, where the likeli-
hood of visible casualties (actu-
ally suffering Iraqi civilians] is
extremely small, and where the

new mili technology can be
put throu its paces most
attractively. For reasons that

need restating here, the media
is particularly happy to En along
with the government jn bringing
home to domestic customers
the wonderful excitement of
American self-righteousness,
thof’c‘:amud ﬂa.%l-waving, the “feel-
5 " sense that "we” are facing

own a monstrous dictator. Far
from analysis and calm reflec-
tion the media exists mainly to
derive its mission from the gov-
ernment, not to produce a cor-
rective or any dissent. The
media, in short, is an extension
of the war against Iraq. The
saddest aspect of the whole
thing is that Iraqi civilians seem
condemned to additional suf-
fering and protracted agony.
Neither their government nor
that of the US is inclined to ease
the daily pressure on them. and
the probability that only they
will pay for the crisis is extreme-
ly high. At least — and it isn't
very much — there seems to be
no enthusiasm among  Arab
governments for American mili-
tary action, but beyond that
there is no coordinated Arab
position, not even on the
extremely grave humanitarian
question. It is unfortunate that.
according to the news, there is
risin popular support for
Saddam in the Arab world, as if
the old lessons of  defiance
without real power have still not
been learned.

Undoubtedly the US has
manipulated the UN to its own
ends. a rather shamelul exer-
cise given at the same time that
the Congress once n struck
down a motion to pay a billion
dollars in arrears to the world
organization. The major priori-
ty for Arabs, Europeans,
Muslims and Americans is to
push to the Jore the issue of
sanctions and the terrible suf-
fering imposed on innocent
Iragi civilians. Taking the case
to the International Court in the
Hague strikes me as a perfect-
ly viable possibility, but what is
needed is a concerted will on
behalf of Arabs who have suf-
fered the US's egregious blows
for too long without an adequate
response.

This article was first pub-
lished in Arabic in Al-Hayat,
London, and in English in Al
Ahram Weekly, Cairo.
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Clinton’s cruelty
Sir, United States’ cruel attack by the
Clinton administration on Iraq is simply a
manifestation of the anarchy prevailing in

data currently exist. On the other hand, at one
point the news item reports, quoting Mr.
Nayeem Wahara (a speaker at the workshop)
that "water is 100

per cent safe in Sylhet as

today's world politics, and the Iraqgi geﬂ
the victims of this lawlessness. The bar
attack of the US on one coun
indicates the today's world is under the
threat of the US government which can attack
time. And in this regard,
crony of US, will follow the

The economic embargo imposed upon Ira
caused untold sufferings for the people o
that country. The Iragis have shown utmost
tolerance and endured everything silently.
pection body to
corners of the country. President
Saddam Hussein allowed them to investigate
his own palace, which very
states would allow. Now after inspecting for a
long period of eight years, the p
UN inspection committee has found nothing.
Out of anFer now the Clinton administration

ministration of his crony, Tony Blair,
have made a shameless attack on the innocent
people of Iraq. Through this military
apart from Iraq's loss of some mortals, US and
UK have ‘achieved’ the deepest hatred of the

In fact, it is really a mystery wh

disease, and it may be ‘Monica disease.’

Plots: Only propagation?
Sir, To ease the housing
burgeoning Enpulatinn of the capital city.
ani Unnayan Kartripakkhya

(RAJUK) and the Directorate of Housing took a
plan a year ago. These two bodies
invited applications from the plot expectants.
Accordingly, thousands of applicants of middle
and lower middle class applied with a hand-
ey. It was said that
plots would be allotted to the applicants
by May, '97. Thoug
has passed yet the authorities concerned are to
take any decision when the lottery of these

eir security money back. But the
pected. They do not
even offer any consolation for or indemnifica-

I therefore draw the attention of the authori-
ties concerned to our need and hope that our
grievances may be redress at an early date.

Md F
ICB Head Office, Dhaka

Arsenic in the city?

Sir, Dhaka Community Hospital (DCH) organ-
ised a 2-day workshop on "Arsenic Problem and
Water Resources Management in Ban
during December 14-15, 1998 an
attended by a good number of local and forei Bhorer Kagoj
participants. On December 15, 1998 The Du%

Star published a front page news item under
the heading “Arsenic invades Dhaka city” (an
identical report also appeared
Bangladesh Observer). The news item reports,
quoting APB, that water in southern and east-
ern parts of Dhaka city is almost 90
| contaminated with arsenic and that the disclo-
sure came at the inaugural session of the DCH
t of the workshop, it
was both surprising and shocking to me

Views expressed in this column are the writers’ own. The Editor may or may not subscribe to those
l views. The Editor reserves the right to decide which letters should be published.

surveyed by the Shahjalal University of Science

and Technology.” in fact, Mr Wahara did not

make any such claim and it is well known that

a significant number of tubewells in Sylhet dis-
trict are contaminated with arsenic.

S Rahman

Green Road, Dhaka
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Bangladesh in international
sports

Sir, To cut a long sad commentary short,
the lack-lustre performance of Bangladeshis
in most branches of sports in the international
arena continues to be shameful. Why graze in
or rake the past — take only the recent cases.

In the last Olympic games in Atlanta,
the big-bang by our boys ended in whimper.
And it was a national disgrace when few
just walked out of the camp and vanished
in thin air causing a massive manhunt by the
US immigration department. All the
Bangladeshi sportsmen/athletes then made
early exit from the World Youth Games held in |
Moscow from July 11-19. Bangladesh also per-
formed poorly in lawn and table tennis competi-
tions. as confirmed by Bangladesh Olympic
Association. Again, people of Bangladesh are
totally dejected by the performance of the
national cricket team in the recent tour of

few heads of

pet

action,

Clinton is
is suffering from

El,;ﬂfﬁ:ﬂ ireland, England and Scotland. Its reall
Dhaka | Pathetic to see how a team that won the IC

trophy last year be crushed for lousy 97 against
Scotland. And the World Cup in England iri
1999 is almost knocking at the door and stil

prouiera ol the there is no homework.
Rebecca Sultana
Dhaka.

Foreign degrees

Sir, An advertisement about appointment
of Professors, Associate Professors, Assistant
Professors and Lecturers for a certain
department of Chittagong University which
was published in the DS on 8th December drew
my attention.

It wanted a foreign university degree

a year

applicants would take place. for each post which is nothing but playing
| However, bein diaagpuinttd many appli- es with perfection and with human rights.
cants are approaching these two offices every- t is not unknown to us that there are a good

number of affiliated universities and colleges
with overseas universities which are not more
than the standard of some coaching centres.
We are also familiar with some educational
institutions in our neighbouring countries. If
the same thh:.i happens in our society, then
should we think that we are insulting our own
educational system and we have no faith over
the existing educational procedures? We may
ursue foreign degrees which is not possible to
pursued in our country. The authorities con-
cern thus should mention specifically the
names of best foreign universities for definite
subjects or courses.
other advertisement published in the
of 10th December, 1998 required
20-year experience for a temporary post of
adviser with high educational performances. |
think where high and extra educational ri-
ences and performances like M Phil/PhD is
required, then the total years of service rule
may be relaxed. This is the time to prefer
charisma, wisdom and intelligence to that of
the conventional seniority rule, albeit it

required in a very limited scope.
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