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District judgesin 3
hill districts soon

BANDARBAN. Dec 23: The
ﬁuvﬂrnmem will soon aplllaoint
istrict judges in three hill dis-
tricts to ensure quick disposal
of civil and other lawsuits, re-
ports APB.

Official sources here said
preparations were underway for
rearranging judicial process in
Chittagong Hill Tracts.

Till date, there is no ap-
pointed judge in the courts in
the hill districts — Rangamati,
Khagrachhari and Bandarban
— where Deputy Commissioners
perform as ex officio judges of
the district and sessions judge
court.

The government embarked
on a plan to appoint district
judges in three hill districts
several years back, but the ini-
tiative hit a s when different
quarters opposed the idea.

Sources in the hills said a
section of naive tribals then
construed that such an ar-
rangement might hamper judi-
cial process in CHT since there
was no provision for appoint-
ment of judges in the Hill Man-
ual 1900.

On the other hand, a vast
majority including the tribal
people, and lawyers as well,
were in favour :iyin'mi'.rin ju-
dicial officers instead of ad-

ministrative offlicials in deal-
ing with civil cases.

The government, in 1993,
began construction of two
storey Judge Court buildings in
the three districts, which, on
completion, remained unused
for the last five years.

Another plan was under-
taken after the signing of CHT
Peace Trealy last year for step-
ping up the process of appoint-
ing district judges for three hill
districts. Ministry of Law and
Justice took initiative in this
regard, but there was little

progress.

Official sources said the
ministry recently sent letters to
the deputy commissioners of
three hill districts asking them
to inform about infrastructure
and other necessary facilities
for the judge courts.

As per planned arrangement
there will be offices for one dis-
trict and sessions judge, one ad-
ditional sessions judge, one
gu{})-judgc and three assistant
ju :
The government will take
necessary steps for appointing
judges in the hill districts only
after receiving reports from the
DCs, an official preferring
anonymity infunnedl?

Gas production from Sangu
‘Increased by 46m cft

Gas production from the
Sangu gasfield has been in-
creased by 45 million cubic feet,
reports UNB.

The step to increase the ex-
traction from the country's lone
offshore gasfield was taken by
the authorities on an emergency
basis to minimise the fuel crisis
across the country in Ramadan.

S used to pump 60 mil-
lion cubic feet into the pipeline
and the present level rose to 105
million cft.

Meanwhile, a high-level
meeting on gas supply situation
in the capital yesterday ob-
served that the low pressure
problem that had been prevail-
ing in the last two days was al-
most over with the increase.

The meeting, presided over
by State Minister for Energy
Rafiqul Islam, acknowledged
that the crisis was due to low
supply and high demand, partly
because of a cooking binge in
Ramadan.

Petrobangla Chairman Mos-

BIWTC workers
postpone work

stoppage

Workers' Union of Bangla-
desh Inland Water Transport
Corporation (BIWTC) has post-
poned its ongoing two-hour
work abstention programme,
reports UNB.

The union put off their pro-
grammes after a meeting with
Deputy Minister for Shipping
Saber Hossain Chowdhury yes-
terday.

They went on the two-hour
work stoppage on Sunday to re-
alise their 11-point demand.

Jatiya Sramik League presi-
dent Abdul Salam !‘%lan and
general secretary Ahsanullah
Master, Shipping Secretary
Saiful Islam and officials con-
cerned were present at the meet-
ing, said an official handout.

Iraq bans
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29,900-strong force during Op-
eration Desert Fox because the
Enterprise and its five support.
ships are leaving the Gulf.

“This is by no means soften-
ing the message to (Iraqgi leader)
Saddam Hussein. He knows
damn well what we can do, that
we can strike hard at a momen-
t's notice," Cohen's spokesman
Kan Bacon said.

Earlier, putting aside deep
divisions over sanctions and
weapons inspections, the UN
Security Council yesterday dis-
cussed two less contentious
steps to help map a new poli
on Iraq after the US-Britis
bombing campaign.

On the table was a revised
Russian proposal calling for
Secretary-General Kofi Annan
to submit 'an overall assess-
ment of the current situation on
the ground in Iraq’ and a meet-
ing of the executive board that
oversees the weapons inspec-
tors.

"Most members supported
this approach today," said Rus-
sia's UN Ambassador Sergey

Lavrov, expressing hope that

the council would reac .
ment soon "in order to the
ball rolling.”

The council scheduled an-
other meeting on Iraq for today.

Crucially, the United States
did not EF se either step al-
though omats said Wash-
ington had some questions
about exactly who would carry
out the assessment.

Deputy US Ambassador Pe-
ter Burleigh said the United
States believes "there could well
be some merit” in a meeting of
the 22 commissioners who
oversee the UN Special Com-
mission, known as UNSCOM,
which is charged with verifying
" the destruction of Iraq's chemi-

-range missiles.
lon#‘h: commissioners usuall

meet once or twice a and "it
seems like one of uuntﬂegs
~ that the council will probably
want to take," Burleigh said.

harraf Hossain said the
demand increased by 10-20 mil-
lion cubic feet during the cur-
rent winter and holy adan.

At this stage of demand for
additional supply, a compres-
sor at Koilashtila field got out
of order leading to short supply
of 20 million cubic feet. As a re-
sult, the crisis of low pressure
arose in different areas of the
capital city, the Petrobangla
chairman said.

However, he said that the
compressor had already been

‘repaired,

The meeting was also in-
formed that steps had been
taken to mend immediately the
12-inch gas pipeline damaged
in Turag river.

The Fire Brigade and the
Bangladesh Navy are helping
the authorities in the emer-
gency work.

5 alleged decoits
held in N'ganj

NARAYANGANJ, Dec 23:
Police arrested five alleged da-
coits and recovered a foreign-
made revolver along with 11
bullets from Galakata bridge
area in Siddhirganj thana early
Tuesday, reports UNB.

Acting on a tip off, police ar-
rested the decoits while they
were taking preparation to
commit robbery near the

hrit_.‘ll_%e‘

1e dacoits were identified
as Kalam, 28, Dulal, 28, Zakir.
35, Humayun, 27, and gang-
leader Anwar.

Durbar
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or dishonoured,” the Nari-
pakkhya statement said.

"Our collective declaration is
that women who have become

victims of rape must not be

called dhorshita (one who has

been raped).” Mahmud said.
Durbar has submitted a
memorandum to the Prime
Minister on Tuesday in this re-
gard. ,
Mahmud sald Durbar is

wurking to bring together all

the 242 women organisations
across the country to back its
demands. Launched in 1995
with the objective to organise a
social movement against all
sorts of repression on women,
the network is a voluntary or-
ganisation and claimed to be
"fre:e:“ from any political influ-
ence”.

“"Women irrespective of their
religion, cast and creed are not
free from the threats of attacks
at home, outside and in places
of work,” she said. "The victims
find it difficult to get proper jus-
tice due to complexities in the
judicial system, administrative
corruption and party politics.”

Representatives {rom Ra-
{?hahi. Bagerhat, Satkhira,

aridpur, hittag{m.gs, Feni,
Comilla, Netrokona, Sunam-
ganj and Mymensingh zones
were present at the press con-
ference.

Clinton
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Lewinsky affair, something the
president has resolutely refused
todo. |

The House of Representa-
tives approved by mostly party-
line vote two articles of im-
peachment covering perju
and obstruction of justice, eac
of which ended by saying Clin-
ton's actions warrant 'removal
from office.’

White House spokesman Joe
Lockhart said the letter showed
that Republican leaders had
rammed impeachment through
the House and if they had al-
lowed a vote on censure, as
Democrats had demanded, it
would have .

The Senate would need a
two-thirds majority, or 67
votes, to remove Clinton from
office and since there are only
55 Republicans it appears un-
likely that would happen.

o

e

(Top) Outdoor patients queued up at DMCH :

s the authorities responded to their demand

for treatment while striking intern doctors continued their strike for the eighth day
yesterday. (Above) Patients on the hospital corridor chant slogans against the strike.

Interns
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atients were served with
unch. Twenty-two beds re-
mained E:m?t:,r as patients left
the hospital since the interns'

strike began on December 15.
Dr Nurul Anwar told this
correspondent at an iftar party
ﬂesterday "The health minister
as verbally assured us of im-
plementing the six-point de-
mand, The main demand for
raising the remuneration to Tk
8.000 from TR 4,000 has been
met following the negotiation.
It has now been [ixed at Tk

5000.

Another YDMC leader, pre-
ferring anonymity, said it
would be given retrospective ef-

fect from October this year. The
other demands would be met by
July next year. the minister as-
sured.

He also said, "The minis.er
has assured us that introduc-
tion of a guideline for employ-
ment of newly passed doctors in
clinics would be met as soon as
the proposal is finalised.”

About the demand for ap-
pointment of more doctors in
government hospitals, he said,
"The minister assured that
from the nexit fiscal more funds
would be allocated to facilitate
appointment of a greater num-
ber of doctors.”

The leader added. "A com-
mittee will be formed soon to
look into accommodation prob-
lem of the interns and introduc-
tion of referral system will also
be considered.”

The more than two-hour ne-

otiation with the health min-
ister was held at his official res-
idence. BMA secretary general
Dr Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin,
joint secretary Dr Bodiuzzaman
and treasurer Dr Sarfuddin
Ahmed negotiated on behalf of
YDMC.

YDMC leaders present at the
meeting included Dr Nurul An-
war from DMCH, Dr S M Akmal
Ali from Rangur Medical Col-
lege Hospital and representa-
tives from Sir Salimullah
Medical College Hospital, Chit-
tagong Medical College Hospital
and Mymensingh Medical Col-
lege Hospital.

— Star photo

National export body
to discuss GSP today

As the European Union has
rejected Bangladesh's appeal for
continuing previous GS5SP rules
for the country, the government
is now examining ways to lea-
pfrog the situation when the
changes in the facilities will
come to effect in January, says
UNB.

The changes in the Gener-
alised System of Preference
(GSP) rules will be on top of the
agenda when the National
Comimitiee on Export sits in its
regular meeting this morning
with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in the chair., official

sources said.

They said the meeting is ex-
pected to discuss the details of
the clianged GSP rules provid-
ing two-stage derogation for
knitwear and one-stage for wo-
ven garment products.

The EU has unilaterally de-
cided that from January 1, 1999

UP chairman
slaughtered

in Bagerhat

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Dec 23: Akhtar
Ali, 45, Chairman of Dema
union parishad under Bagerhat
Sadar thana was slaughtered by
a group of unidentified miscre-
ants at village Mirzapur on
Tuesday.

The UP chairman was com-
ing to Khulna by an autorick-
shaw.

The miscreants stopped his
autorickshaw, dragged him out
and then slaughtered him.

His eldest son Zahidul Islam
has filed a case with Bagerhat
Sadar thana today without
naming anyone as accused.

Police arrested two persons
identified as Anwar Tarafdar,
25, and Mostafa Mallick, 30,
early this morning suspecting

Lheir involvement in the mur-
der.

for the least developed countries
two-stage GSP facilities will be
given to knitwear while one-
stage (o readymade garments
instead of three and two stages.

Earlier, the Commerce Min-
istry had requested the EU to
continue the previous GSP rules
along with the derogation facil-
ities until necessary backward-
linkage industries were set up
in the country to feed the ap-

arel industry. the country's
argest exporter. EU rejected the
plea, saiﬂng the changes are
aﬁplicab e to all countries ben-
efiting from the facility.

Meanwhile, today's meeting
of the National Committee on
Export will also take siock of
export performance in the first
four months of the current fis-
cal when the target could not be
achieved and find ways of at-
taining it finally.

Export revenue in July, Au-
gust, September and October
totalled Tk 7860.28 crore agai-
nst the target for Tk 9086.67
crore. It was Tk 1226.39 crore or
13.5 percent less than the
target.

The total revised export tar-
get of the country in the current
1998-99 liscal year is 5.8 bil-
lion dollars.

3 children of a
family killed

1n boiler burst
RAJSHAHI, Dec 23: Three

children of a family were killed"

and another suffered serious
burn injuries in a boiler explo-
sion at Kumrapukur in Poba
thana Tuesday, reports UNB.

Police said the tragedy took
place when the rice boiler of one
Amir Ali went off |Eavin%|
Rubel, 3, dead on the spot an
three others injured.

Two of them, Zahid, 12 and
Angura, 5, succumbed to their
injuries at Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital.

Missing girl
found dead

By Staff Correspondent

A seven-year-old girl. miss-
ing since Tuesday evening, was
found dead hanging with a
barbed wire fence on Mazar
Road at Mirpur in the city early
yesterday morning.

The dead was identified as
Chadni, daughter of Siddiqur
Rahman, a resident of Gu-
daraghat area of Mirpur.

The body was sent to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital mo-
guc for autopsy. It bore marks

injury, hospital sources said.

Police said they were waiting
for auto report.

A casp:};ras lodged with Mir-
pur thana in this connection.

Police, terrorists
gunfight in
city: 6 arrested

Police arrested six terrorists
after a brief gunbattle at Chair-
man Bari in Gulshan thana
yesterday, reports UNB.

Police said the gunfight
erupted when police went to ar-
rest Nasir, a notorious criminal
of the area.

Earlier on the day, they ar-
rested one Shah Alam from the
area on charge of terrorism.

As police reached the spot in
the evening, the terrorists
opened fire on them, forcing
police to respond in defence.
None was injured in the
shootout.

Gunfight leaves
10 hurt in

Satkania

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG. Dec 23: A

gunfight between two groups of |

villagers over harvesting padd
left at least 10 people injured,
mostly with bullets., at Kan-
chana of Satkania thana this
morning, police said.

The injured were admitted to
local health complex.

Police arrested three persons
from the spot after the clash.

Police said the fight began at
10.30 am today when two
groups of Ataur Rahman
Chairman and Ramjan Ali
Member chased each other to
take possession of paddy fields

for harvesting.

At one s . both the groups
were locked in a gunfight that
continued for an hour, police
and witnesses said.

Police being informed
rushed to the spot and brought

the situation under control.

Direct air links,
not road links

Senior Information Officer
at the Ministry of LGRD and
Cooperatives yesterday issued a
corrigendum on a press release
on the Nepalese Ambassador's
meeting with Minister Zillur
Rahman Tuesday. reports APB.

The corrigendum said that
the press release inadvertently
mentioned road links instead
of air links between Dhaka-

Colombo-Kathmandu proposed
by the envoy.

The Ministry's Information
Officer deeply regretted the mis-
take and confusion it created.

Young man
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pletely under the rear wheels of
the double-decker near the Sec-
retariat mosque.

The bus driver tried to escape
with the bus. But he was forced
to stop as angry passengers
started shouting drawin
passersby while the bus slowe
down to take turn at the link
road crossing near Gate No 4 of
the Secretariat.

But the operators did not
stop the vehicle and at one stage
one of them kicked Khaleque
out of the bus when it arrived
near Gate no 4 of the secretariat
at about noon.

An unnatural death case was
lodged with Ramna thana in
connection with the incident.

Road accidents in 4

di
Ten people died and 67 in-

jured in road accidents in four

districts, report agencies.
Two persons were killed and

20 injured. five of them seri-
ously, when a minibus fell into
a roadside ditch near Darshana
rail gate in Chuadanga yester-

Nazim, 11, and Abdullah, 15,
of Dugdugi village died on the
spot as the Darshana-bound
minibus from Chuadanga met
the accident at about 9 am. The
5EI10L151¥1 injured pas ers
were]. rushed to Chuadanga hos-
pital.

Four persons were killed and
15 others injured in another
road accident Tuesday night
near Bagat under Madhukhali
thana on Dhaka-Khulna high-
way, 18 miles off Faridpur
town.

According to Madhukhali
police, the accident occurred
when a Khulna-bound passen-
ger coach collided with a truck
coming from the opposite di-
rection. Three passengers died
on the spot.

The other critically injured
faisscnger died on way to hospi-
a

Another report says, three
bus passengers were killed and
20 others injured in a truck-bus
collision at Maigekandi on the
Dhaka-Magura highway on
Tuesday night.

Police and witnesses said
the Dhaka-bound truck hit the

ECNEC okays
3 projects
involving

Tk 670.24 cr

The Executive Committee of
the National Economic Council

| yesterday approved three pro-

jects with a total outlay of Tk
670.24 crore, including project
aid of Tk 310.15 crore, reports
UNB.

The approval was given at an
ECNEC meeting held in the
morning with Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

The approved projects are:
Construction of two Di-Ammo-
nium Phosphate (DAP) plants
and the 9-town electricity dis-
tribution project.

BELA
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The notice also demanded
immediate stoppage of use of
incinerators and adoption of
appropriate laws and measures
for environment-friendly waste
disposal system in all medical
institutions, ,

The legal notice also referred
to another notice served by the
BELA on September 28 request-
ing for measures for safe and
environmentally sound dis-
posal of medical waste.

The BELA said use of incin-
eration technology for waste
disposal is harmiul to envi-
ronment and human health
and has been discarded in de-
veloped countries.

It also regretted that two
leading medical institutions
opted for incineration technol-
ogy and procured five incinera-
tors.

The Daily Star in its Decem-
ber 23 issue published a report
on incinerators.

stricts kill 10

Magura-bound bus at about 10

One of the dead was identi-
tied as Manzur Ali, 55, who suc-
cumbed to his injures at Magura
General Hos :

The identity of two others

who died on the spot, could not
be know.

Of the injured, six were ad-
mitted to Magura General Hos-
pital while others given first

aid.

In Khagrachhari, one person
was killed and 12 others in-
jured when a bus skidded off the

illy road and fell into a 200-
feet deep ditch yesterday
marning.

Police said the accident took
place near the Chingi Bridge
near the town. Witnesses said
Lthe driver of the bus was unhurt

and fled the scene after the ac-
cident.

Another job for
Pak army

ISLAMABAD, Dec 23: The
military has been given sweep-
ing powers by the Pakistani
president to arrest, irmtnt&:é
and people involved in -

tricity theft, newspapers re-
ported today, r s Age
President que Tarar an-

nounced the law Tuesday to
slash the massive losses of
state-run utilities. The trials
will be conducted by military
courts which have been
set up in violence-plagued
Karachi to try those responsible
for killings and all terror-
ists activities.

The epposition said the gov-
ernment intends to extend the
army's role in other parts of the
country as well.

"The menace of stealing of
electricity is rampant" which
has made it necessary to call
upon the Armed Forces to help
civil government, the an-
nouncement said.

In a separate law, Tarar
raised the penalty for electric-
ity theft to 5 million rupees
from 5,000 rupees.

The state-run Water and
Power Development Authority
and the Karachi Electric Supply
Corporation suffers billions of
rupees in losses every year due
to theft. Between 35 to 40 per
cent of the total power tfl‘-:.s—
tributed by those two utilities is
stolen,

The main opposition Pak-
istan Peoples' Party has bitterly
opposed using the military say-
ing that modern democratjc
governments seldom use mili-
tary courts in civilian matters.

Sohel murder
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no idea about the killing.

A garments executive said,
he used to see many high—ugs
including ministers visiting the
Tramps. “Tramps, in liaison
with another yet-to-be-born
club -- Atlantis -- was scheduled
to hold a ‘31st Night' celebra-
tion in advance on December
19. But, later it was cancelled
and customers were refunded”.

Meanwhile, operation of ca-
ble network remained sus-

nded throughout the country
or three hours yesterday to
condole the death of Sohel, who
was a leader of Bangladesh Ca-
bles Operator Association.

‘BNP, JP alliance
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About the [ood stock. Hasina
said it is adequate and supply of
commodities is also satisl';ch

tory.

éhc,aajd import duties have
been withdrawn from onion
and rice to keep the market
stable. There is no logic behind
the increase in the prices, she
added and requested the traders
not to go for hoarding.

The prime minister said the
overnment has been able to re-
eem the country's image

abroad and a congenial atmo-
sphere for foreign investment
has been created.

She said the government has
also solved the problems relat-
ing to the GSP and shrimp ex-

rt that her government in-
erited from the past.

Asked about any unwritten
agreement with the PCJSS on
the CHT, Hasina said agreement

whatever it is, is clearly writ-
ten, and "we are implementing
the peace accord gradually,
there is no unwritten agree-
ment."

She said economic develop-
ment works would start in full-
swing with the functioning of
the regional council.

. Asked about the Second
Round Bidding of gas blocks.

the prime minister said: "We

don't want to make the same

mistake as done in the case of

Ma'furchhara gas field. KAFCO .
and Raozan power plant. We'll

look for the country's interest

first.”

She said necessary actions
would be taken regarding the
Vested Property Act following
the recommendations of the
committee on the affair.

Hasina said the proposed
Trans-Asia Railway and High-
way is necessary for Bangla-
desh's trade and commercial
interests.

Replying to a question
whether India is constructing
the barbed wire fences along the
Bangladesh border followin
any understanding, she rc{:li
in the negative and said India
had started it is the past. "I don't
know if there was any under-
standing with the previous gov-
ernment.”

Asked if the government has
been moving slowly in dealin
with the corruption cases fil
against Khaleda Zia and minis-
ters of the BNP government, the
prime minister said many cases
Em {_I;lled with thedlil]:gr:jau of

ti-Corruption an pro-
cedure 1ub£i followed. s
. She desc
tion's performance as "u u-

the o -

to be interesting

nate" and said despite immense
opportunities they have failed
to play the desired role in par-
liament.

"A healthy democracy needs
a responsible opposition,” she
said. "We want a strong opposi-
tion to play constructive role
identifying the lapses of the
government.”

But, Hasina said, unfortu-
nately the Leader of the -
tion had not attended the 'S
question-answer session in
parliament, nor did she raise
any single questing so far.
Since Awami League assumed
power, she (Khaleda Zia) has
only given threat and ultima-
tum of dislodging the govern-
ment.

Responding to Khaleda's
comment branding Awami

e as the biggest autocrat,
the prime minister said she has
nothing to say if Khaleda Zia
had made the remark to justify
her alliance with Ershad.

About her no-hartal an-
nouncement, Hasina said she
had just given her party deci-
Ialim:i arLd tf alll'muld mttl tﬁ:

eadache of the op on. "

arty has dec!demt to cal

artal, even if it sits in opposi-
tion in future, but I didn't say
none can call hartal.”

Asked if she is satisfied with

‘Ahmed Chowdhury intr

the present economy and law

and order situation, the prime
minister said: "There is nothing
to be satisfied with. But when-
ever there is a problem we im-
mediately intervene to solve it.
We've enough stock of food-
grains."” -

About the recent killing of a
film star and the illegal bars
and clubs in the city, she said
the degeneration has not come
overnight, it has started much
earlier but no cared.

Many high-ups in the society
are connected with these dirt
things, she said and urged all,
including I]Durﬂalistﬁ, to play
their Eart n protecting the so-
ciety from such vices.

Hasina said the killers of
intellectuals, and other war-
time criminals should be put on
the dock.

After independence, the
Bangabandhu's government en-
acted several laws to try the war
criminals and killers of the in-
tellectuals, but the Zia govern-
ment had abolished those laws
by Martial Law ordinance, she
sald.

OCAB president Zaglul

oduced

the Prime Minister in the brief-
ing while general secretary Na-
deern Qadir gave vote of thanks.

Inauguration of newly built
Parjatan MOTEL LABONI at the -
Beach Town of Cox's Bazar
Today

Facilities :

Twin-bed Room Tar
(20 Rooms : 3rd floor)

Twin-bed Room Tariff

Tk. 450.00

Tk. 400.00

(40 Rooms : 1st floor -2nd floor)

Conference Room Rent
(Capacity : seating 150)

Tk. 500.00
per day

For booking and details please contact :

Tourist Information Centre :
Parjatan Head Office,Phone :81 9192, 817855-9
Cox's Bazar Holiday Complex, Phone:0341-4202

Be A Guest of Parjatan

tf"" BANGLADESH PARJATAN CORPORATION..

Editor : Mahfuz Anam
Published by the Editor from City Publishing House Ltd., 90 Kakrail,
Dhaka-1000 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd., 52 Motijheel C.A., Dhaka-
1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: House No: 11, Road No:
3, Dhanmandi R/A, Dhaka-1205. PABX: 866772-4, Commercial: 866771,
Fax No: 88-02-863035, GPO Box No: 3257, Cable: DAILYSTAR, DHAKA.
Internet edition address: http://www.dailystarnews.com and Email

address: dstar@bangla.net



