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Muslim rebels
kill nine in
Kashmir

SRINAGAR, Dec 23: Sus-
cted Muslim separatists in
ashmir have gunned down
nine close relatives of former
militants who switched sides to
join pro -Indian government
militia said Tuesday., reports
AFP. -

Unidentified gunmen forced
their way overnight Monday
into homes of former militants
in three separate villages in
Kulgam district — 65 kilometres
— killing nine people.

Similar attacks claimed six
lives at the weekend amid esca-
lation of the bitter s e be-
tween the Muslim separatists
and their former brothers in
arms.

The [:}b:'n-guwmment militia
groups have been accused of
particular brutality in Kash-
mir, especially -over the torture
and custodi
ratist suspects.

Senior police officer Farooq
Ahmed said the stepped up at-
tacks against the turncoats’
families were probably a re-
sponse to a recent series of suc-
cessful anti-separatist opera-
tions, in which scores of mili-
tants have been shot dead.

Blast inside
Catholic church
in Pakistan

KARACHI, Dec 23: At least
three people were injured when

a bomb exploded inside a
Catholic church in the
Pakistani port city of Karachi

late Tuesday, police said, re-
ports AFP.

The home made device was
planted under a seat at Saint
Patrick's Church, located in the
city's Saddar Bazar area, they
said. -

Police said the low intensity
bomb containing about 200
grams of explosives, went off -
when prayers had just finished.

The explosion caused panic
among some 150 worshippers,
police said.

The blast was believed to be
the first inside a church in
Karachi, which is plagued by re-
curring political, sectarian and
ethnic violence that has
claimed 3,500 lives over the
past three years.

"It is an act of terrorism,” a

senior police official AD
Khawaja said.
However, he said it was

"premature” to say whether any
extremist group was involved.
Another administration offi-
cial said there was no indica-
tion to link the blast with the
recent US-led air strikes
against Iraq.

Accidental blasts
kill 12 senior
LTTE cadres

COLOMBO, Dec 23: Sri
Lanka's Tamil Tiger guerillas
today said they lost 12 of their
senior fighters in two acciden-
tal explosions in the north of
the country, reports AFP.

~ The separatist Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
said nine members of their
group were killed in the district
of Mannar while three more
died in the Mullaitivu district
in two accidental blasts.

The LTTE's clandestine
Voice of Tigers radio said a self-
styled Lieutenant Colonel of the
movement was among those
who perished in the Mannar
district. :

The rebel radio gave no fur-
ther details of the explosions.

Tigers are leading a drawn
out campaign for an indepen-
dent homeland in the island's
northern and eastern regions.
More than 55,000 people have
been killed in fighting in the

past 26 years.

Hezbollah rockets
injure 8 in
N Israel

KIRYAT SHEMONA, Israel,
Dec 23: More than a dozen
Katyusha rockets rained down
on northern Israel early
Wednesday, injuring at least
eight people, Israeli media and
witnesses said, reports AP.

Paramedics reported at least
four injuries from the rockets
that fell in and around the town
of Kiryat Shemona near Israel's

northeastern border with
Lebanon.
Another four le were in-

jured in the western Galilee re-
gglun from about 120 rockets
that fell there, the paramedics
said.

Northern Israel had been
braced for the attack in the
wake of an Israeli air strike
Tuesday t Lebanon that
killed a woman and her six
children. That was the highest
civilian casualty tell this year
in the war between Israel and
Lebanese s,

Hezbollah guerillas last
fired rockets on Kiryat She-
mona in August, after Israel
killed a leading southern
Lebanese guerilla.

Thai army to give
up ownership of -
radio, TV stations

BANGKOK, Dec 23: In a move
that should enhance freedom of
expression, the Thai army will
give up ownership of most of its
radio frequencies and televi-
sion stations. the office of the
commander in chief said on
Wednesday. AP.

The Thai army controls 128
radio frequencies and will

obably retain only about 50
Er military use and[ security, a

spokesman or Army
Commander in Chief Gen
Chulanont said.

In addition, thﬂtmlnft;cm
probably give up con -
ﬂliunuéhmncr 7. but retain
Channel 5.

The frequencies will be

turned over te the government
for privatisation.
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One of the South Korean Buddhist monks pours petroleum over
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his body after slashing his

belly with a knife to protest police raid on the third-floor balcony at the Chogye temple
administration building in Seoul on Wednesday. Police, acting on a court order, stormed
the temple holed up by about 100 dissident monks, hoping to end a prolonged leadership

struggle befween rival monks in South Korea's largest Buddhist order.

— UNB/AP photo
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US to resist any move to revise UNSCOM

'Saddam more concerned about
internal threats to his regime'

PRINCE SULTAN AIR BASE,
KSA, Dec 23: Evidence collected
by US intelligence indicates
Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein
was more concerned about in-
ternal threats to his regime
than about the damage he faced
last week from impending air
strikes, the commander of US
forces in the Gulf said today, re-
ports AP,

The repositioning of Iragi
ground forces and last-minute
shifts in their commanding of-
ficers indicated Saddam wanted
to make sure the US and British
air attack did not spark a revolt
in the ranks, said Marine Gen.
Anthony Zinni, head of the US
Central Command.

Zinni, visiting this desert
base with Defence Secretary
Williamm Cohen, described the
separation of Iraq's ground
forces into four sectors under
the command of ruthless offi-
cers loyal to Saddam.

"That decentralisation was
done so they insured they had
control,” Zinni said. "I think it
was done more for internal rea-
sons and internal military
problems they thought they
might have than for any mili-
tary preparations they had for
us."

Zinni and Cohen arrived at
this sprawling air base, focal

point for the Deny Flight mis-
sion over southern Iraq, on a
morale-boosting pre-Christmas
visit with the troops.

British and American forces
that participated in the four
days of strikes on Iraq suffered
no casualties. But Zinni, for the
first time, said anti-aircraft
fire was heavy enough in some
placés to cause combat pilots to
abandon their targets,

As the strikes approached,
Saddam appeared preoccupied

with maintaining order within
his own ranks, Zinni said. Sud-
den shifts in unit commandin
officers and a trend towar
putting Saddam's closest lieu-
tenants in charge was the "to
prevent loyalties from being
created and to prevent plotting,"
Zinni said.

US Secretary of Defence
William Cohen ordered a halt
on Tuesday to adygitional emer-
gency deployment of US forces
to the reFinn in anticipation of
a possible military counterat-
tack from Iraq that never mate-
rialised.

Cohen approved the return
to their US gascs of the six B-1
bombers, 10 A-10 anti-tank
aircraft, 10 KC-10 tankers now
on the Indian Ocean island of
Diego Garcia, and 13 of 15 B-52
bombers, also on Diego Garcia.

Even with these departures,
a force of between 17,000 and
20,000 will remain stationed in
the region indefinitely, Cohen
said.

Marine Gen. Anthony Zinni,
who heads the US Central
Command responsible for the

Gulf region, said for the first
time that heavy Iragi anti-air-
craft fire forced some US
planes to abandon their
planned targets.

"We did not put pilots at risk
to fly in for a target that wasn't
essential”, Zinni told reporters
aboard a plane flying him and
Cohen to the Persian Gulf to
meet with US troops and Arab
leaders.

Accompanying Cohen and
Zinni were members of
Congress and several entertain-
ers who planned to perform in a
concert aboard the USS Enter-
prise on Wednesday.

Pickering told a news con-
ference that the United States
would be willing to consider
boosting an exemption that
permits Iraq to sell $5.2 billion
worth of oil every six months

rovided the proceeds are used
or food and medicine.

With oil prices in decline,
more oil may have to be sold to
purchase food, although Iraq is

deliberately limiting its pro-
duction, the senior American
diplomat said.

Meanwhile, battling to save
the UN weapons inspection
system, the Clinton adminis-
tration stood firm on the au-
thority of Richard Butler and
his commission to decide how
to operate in Iraq, reports AP.

"It is up to UNSCOM to decide
how it can be most effective in
the pursuit of the mission.” Un-
dersecretary of State Thomas
Pickering said Tuesday of the

UN Special Commission on
Iraq.

Three of the five permanent
members of the UN Security
Council — Russia, China and
France — objected to the four-
day US and British bombing at-
tack that followed Iraq's refusal
to submit to inspections of its
suspect weapons sites.

In the aftermath of the
bombing, the three Security
Council members could be get-
ting ready to try to lift an eight-
year-old UN oil embargo on
Iraq. revise the inspection
commission and force out
Richard Butler as its chief.

Any move in the Security
Council to lift the sanctions
could be killed by a US veto, the
State Department said.

ROK police storm temple to quell
monks' leadership struggle

SEOUL, Dec 23; Police, act-
ing on a court order, stormed a
temple in central Seoul today,
hoping to and a prolonged lead-
ership struggle between rival
monks in South Korea's largest
Buddhist order, reports AP.

At the order's headquarters
inside Chogye temple in Seoul,
6,000 riot police, backed by
bulldozers and water cannons,
moved in before dawn to expel
about 100 dissident monks
holed up inside a five-story
administrative building.

A shaven-headed monk
came oul on a third-floor bal-
cony, took off his shirt and
slashed his belly with a knife to
protest the police action. The
monk. bleeding. was taken in-
side.

Another monk, also bare-
chested, poured petroleum over
his body and threatened to set
himself on fire.

Police took away 40 dissi-
dent monks and their support-
ers before moving into the ad-

ministrative building. Monks
poured water from hoses and
threw down fire bombs, rocks,
furniture and other items.

“We need to end this standoft
quickly. For social stability, we
can’t allow it to go on toa long."
said police lieutenant Kim
Sung-ho.

The police action came after
courl officials had twice lailed
to serve an expulsion notice to
about 100 dissident monks who
had been in control of the build-
ing since November 11.

A Seoul civil court, acting on
a lawsuit filed by ousted main-
stream monks, ordered the
renegades to move out of the
temple by Saturday. The occu-
pants, however, refused to heed
the order.

The trouble began after the
order's head. Song Wol-ju,
sought a third four-year term.
Opponents occupied his office
inside the Chogye temple, effec-
tively blocking his reelection.

The rule stating the order's

BRIEFLY

Akihito celebrates 65th birthday:

Surrounded by his family and thousands of flag-waving
citizens., Emperor Akihito celebrated his 65th birthday

esterday wit

a public address recalling difficulties Japan

aced the past year, AP reports from Tokyo.
"This was a year of many pains,” Akihito told a crowd of

nearly

10,000 people gathered on the grounds of the sprawlin

Imperial Palace in central Tokyo. "l hope the nex! year is a go
year for each and every one of us,"” he said. The palace is open to
the public only on the emperor's birthday. which is a national
holiday, and on Jan 2, one of a string of three consecutive na-
‘tional holidays that mark the beginning of the new year.

US likel%

The US State

to expel 3 Cuban diplomats:

epariment is considering expelling three Cuban

diplomats attached to the communist island's UN delegation
for alleged espionage, the Washington Post reported yesterday,

AFP says from Washington.
The pa
partment

r, citing unidentified diplomats, said the state de-
ad told Cuba’'s UN mission late Monday that it in-

tended to order the trio to leave immcdialely but that it gave the
mission 24 hours to contest the decision.

Elephants kill another in Vietnam: »

trio of aggressive elephants has killed a villager in the southern
Vietnamese province of Dong Nai. raising the death toll from
the apparently hungry animals to three in just over a week, a
local official said yesterday, AP reports from Hanoi.

Tran Thi Sinh, 46, went into the forest Dec 14 to harvest rice

fields there and spent the night in a small observation
said Nguyen Bach Mo, chief of the Dinh

post,
Quan district forest

control bureau. Her body was found by her mother the next
morning. Two other people were killed by elephants in the
province nine days earlier, he said.

Students

to radiation in Japan:

Nine junior high school students were exposed to low levels of

radiation while

laying with radioactive cubes they found near

a monitoring facility in northern Japan, an official said
yesterday, AP reports from Tokyo.

The students were exposed again when workers from- the
station, located near their school, asked them to help search for

the small devices,

said Mobutoshi

Sato of the Miyagi

refectural or state, nuclear power safety office. Five teachers
Eelpin to search for the cubes, used to measure radioactivity,
were also exposed, he said. The incident took place on Dec 2.

BETHLEHEM, Dec 23: In
Manger Square, tourists are
outnumbered by construction
workers raising clouds of dust
as they install new stone tiles
in time for Christmas, reports
AP.

With Mideast peace in crisis
and tensions simmering in the
Gulf, an expected pre-millen-
nium surge in tourism to the
city believed to be Jesus' birth-
place has failed to materialise.

In fact, tourism has bot-
tomed out. In past years, atten-
dance at Christmas Eve celebra-
tions has reached up to six fig-
ures; this year, Bethlehem ofili-
cials don't expect more than a
trickle.

"The situation in the region
and with the e process is so
bad.” Mayor Hanna J. Nasser
said Tuesday. “This year | do
not expect that the number of
tourists will exceed 20.000."

Israel's refusal last month to
release Palestinians jailed for

launched a wave of anti-
Israel violence — including at-
tacks on Israeli soldiers guard-
ing the entrance to Bethlehem
that were broadcast around the
world.

US President Bill Clinton

visited the region last week in
an effort to salvage the peace
process. He lit the Christmas
tree in Manger Square and
joined carolers in song.

Days later, demonstrators
were burning the US flags that
had fluttered throughout the
Palestinian-controlled city
during the visit, protesting the
US-British bombing of Iraq.

Anxious Palestinian police
ordered journalists not to film
the anti-US actions.

On Tuesday, officers belong-
ing to the police department's
tourist unit patrolled Manger
Square, sjdcsieppi%ﬁ the con-
struction workers. They hadn't
much to do — they. too, out-
numbered the tourists,

A Manger Square vendor
said Clinton was partly to
blame for his lack of work.

"Clinton lit the tree here a
few days ago, and then he went
back to Washinﬁtuﬂ and lit the
sky of Baghdad.” said Samir
Metri, bearing a stack of post-
cards and rosaries in his arms.
"It was much better last year,
this year it is awful."

Inside the Church of the.

Nativity — an ancient basilica
built atop what is believed to be

chief monk cannot serve more
than two terms was enacted in
1994 in an attempt to prevent
the office from wielding too
much power.

Song claimed that he was
not subject to the rule, because
he could not complete his first
four-year term in 1980 because
of disagreement with South
Korea's then military govern-
ment.

Song later resigned under
pressure but the renegade
monks refused to leave the tem-
ple. Instead, they stepped up
struggle and occupied a major
temple near Taegu on Mondav
Police there were also poised Lo

intervene there on Wednesday.

Many religion experts agree
that power and money are at the
centre of the struggle.

The victorious laction gets to
control an annual budget of dirs
10 million, millions of dollars
in property and appoint 1,700
monks to various duties.

Judge quashes lawsuit

Anwar Ibrahim’s dismissal
was not unconstitutional

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 23: A
court Wednesday dismissed a
lawsuit filed by jailed politician
Anwar Ibrahim in which he
accused the prime minister of
violating the constitution by
firing him, reports AP.

High Court Judge Mohamed
Saari Yusoff rejected the claim,
saying, "l do not see why there
should be further hearing or ar-
guments on the matter.”

Anwar's civil suit states that
Mahathir took it on himself to
dismiss his deputy on Sept 2,
riither than seeking the consent
of Malaysian King Tuanku
Ja'afar, as the constitution re-
qUITES.

Defence attorney Karpal
Singh argued that the wording
of Anwar's dismissal letter
showed that Mahathir had
made the decisions himself and
had bypassed the king, who is
the only authority empowered

to appoint and dismiss Cabinet
ministers.

Technically, Karpal argued,
Anwar should still be consid-
ered finance and deputy prime
minister. He adde that
Mahathir's appointment of
himsell as first linance minis-
ter and the country's 1999 bud-
get, which he presented after
Anwar's ouster, should be de-
clared invalid.

Judge Mohamed Saari said
he believed Anwar's dismissal
letter “"satisfied the require-
ment of the constitution.”

Despite the fact that there
was no evidence showing the
letter was written at the behest
of the king. Mohamed Saari
said he believed the king was
advised of the dismissal by
Mahathir.

Karpal said he planned to
file an appeal Thursday morn-

ing.

Meanwhile, the prosecu-
tion's star witness in sexual
misconduct trial conceded
Wednesday that her brother de-
nied his wife had sexual rela-
tions with the jailed politician.

Ummi Hafilda Ali, a 31-
year-old advertising executive,
alleged in a letter to Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad
last year that Anwar had sex
with the wife of her brother, the
personal secretary of the then-
deputy prime minister,

Delence attorneys in the
setisational trial, which has
provoked unprecedented civil
unrest in the Southeast Asian
capital, grilled Ummi for a
third day Wednesday.

Defence attorney Gurbachan
Singh forced Ummi to admit
that her brother denied his wife
had slept with Anwar, who was
also finance minister before his
liring in September.

Lockerbie bombing

Libya doesn't want
to delay trial of

suspects

CAIRO, Dec 23: Libya doesn't
want to delay the trial of the
two Lockerbie bombing suspects
but only wants to ensure the
"honesty” of the trial court, the
Libyan foreign minister said
Tuesday, reports AP,

Libya is also not worried
about US and British threats of
more sanctions as a tool to get
custody of the two Libyan sus-
pects, the minister, Omar Al-
Muntasser, told reporters.

He was speaking after meet-
ing with Egypt's Foreign
Minister Amr Moussa. Al-
Muntasser arrived in Cairo on
Monday.

The December 21, 1988
bombing of a Pan Am jet over
Lockerbie, Scotland, kiI]IEd 270
people. The prime suspects are
two Libyan intelligence agents
and Libya is under UN air sanc-
tions aimed at forcing it to
handover the men for trial.

"We are sure of their inno-

- cence. Our sons have not done it

and there is no proof of that,”
Al-Muntasser said.

Koirala to stake
claim to form

new govt

KATHMANDU. Dec 23 Nepal
Prime Minister Girija Prasad
Koirala has secured enough
support to stay in power despite
resigning as government leader
on Monday, his party said on
Tuesday. reports AFP.

Koirala resigned from the
government led by his Nepali
Congress (NC) Party on Monday
evening, but party sources said
King Birendra had asked him
when accepting his resignation
to stake his claim to form the
next government within 48
hours.

"Koirala will go to the Royal
Palace Wednesday evening
around 5 pm to stake his claim
to the next government, armed
with the signatures of at least
103 MPs in the lower house ol
Parliament,” an NC source said.

Under the constitution the
support of at least 103 legisla-
tors in the 205-member House
of Representatives is needed to
form a government.

© "But Koirala has more than
the necessary number ol voles

to form Lhe ht:xl guw:rnmenl."
Koirala, 74. resigned (o head

a new three-party coalilion
fnlinwin% a political crisis
sparked by a split between his
party and its previous coalition
pariner.

The NC with 88 MPs, the
main opposition Nepal Com-
munist Party-United Marxist
and Leninist (NCP-UML) with
49 legislators, and the pro-In-
dia Nepal Sadbhavana Party
(NSP) supported by three law-
makers, agreed on Sunday to
formm a new coalition govern-
ment headed by Koirala.

Prabowo denies accepting Jordanian citizenship

Trial of 11 elite soldiers
begins in Indonesia

JAKARTA, Dec 23: A mili-
tary court today charged 11 elite
soldiers with the kidnapping of

ro-democracy activists in the
ast months of the rule of for-
mer President Suharto, reports
AP.

The abductions were carried
out earlier this year amid a
growing wave ol protests
against the authoritarian
Suharto that triggered deadly
riots and forced him to quite
power in May.

Yet a key figure linked to the
kidnappings, the former head
of Indonesia's special forces,
was in Jordan and apparently
beyond the reach ol military
investigators.

Former Lt Gen. Prabowo
Subianto, a son-in-law of
Suharto, had successfully
sought citizenship in Jordan,
where he has close ties with
military officers with whom he

once conducted joint training
EXErcises.

But in a statement sent from
Jordan, former Lt Gen Prabowo
Subianto said he was visiting
the country in order to pursue
business opportunities and de-
nied any wrongdoing,

Jordan said Tuesday it had
granted honorary citizenship to
Prabowo.

In a letter to the daily
Kompas newspaper, Prabowo
said he was offered Jordanian

citizenship, "but | was forced to
reject it because Indonesia does
not recognise dual citizenship."

Justice Minister Muladi said
that if Prabowo accepts
Jordanian citizenship, his
Indonesian citizenship will
automatically be revoked.

Prabowo, who for many
Indonesians represents the
worst excesses of the Suharto
era, denied allegations that he
engineered riots that preceded
Suharto’'s downfall.

Prabowo has not been
charged but he was suspected of
engineering the abductions and
the military, which is trying to
clean up its human rights

~ record, had said it might court-

martial him.

In Jakarta, the soldiers ac-
cused of kidnapping stood im-
passively in green uniforms
and red berets as a military
prosecutor read a 27-page doc-
ument outlining the charges.

Col. Haron Wijaya, a mili-
tary prosecutor. said the sus-
pects abducted nine activists in
a series of operations between
February and April and inter-
rogated them at the Jakarta
headquarters of Kopassus, the
military's elite force.

He said the suspects kid-
napped - their victims al a
Jakarta legal aid office, a hos-
pital, an amusement park and
Lhe clandestine headquarters of

the People's Democratic Party,
a pro-democracy group that was
banned at the time.

The suspects include one ma-
jor, seven captains and three
sergeants. They allegedly used a
private van and' jeep, blindfold-
ing and handcuffing the vic-
tims.

Student leader Pius
Lustrilanang and other ac-
tivists have alleged they were
tortured. Thirteen activists re-
main missing.

"We were punched and
burned with cigarettes. Our
heads were pushed underwater
in the bathroom,"” said Pius,
who attended the trial of the
soldiers.

Family members of the some
activists watched the proceed-
ings and jeered the suspects af-
ter the hearing, The courtroom
was packed with uniformed
members of the military's elite
forces. .

The next hearing in the trial,
which is expected to last several
months, will be held on
December 31. If convicted, the
soldiers face up to seven years

in jlg}ill.

e military is attempting
to revamp its tarnished image
as Suharto's successor,
President BJ Habibie, imple-
ments political reforms ahead
of parliamentary elections set
for next year.

the manger where Jesus was
born — a French tourist said
that the Iragi bombing helped
keep his countrymen away.

"A lot of European tourists
are afraid because of the pro-
Iraqi demonstrations that have
taken place here,” said Tanguy
Pesselev, a university student.
"People do not feel that it is safe
to come here."

Others blamed the frantic
rush to modernise the square
for the expected rush of
Christians expected here for
Christmas next year, leading
into the year 2000.

The workmen are laying
large, square stone tiles that are
to cover the football-field-sized
square. The square's 12 million
dollars "Peace Centre” will in-
clude a Palestinian culture cen-
tre and a nativity museumn.

"Does this look Ilike
Christmas to you," asked
Najmeh Handel, who sells

Christmas decorations in an al-
leyway off the square. "The rub-
ble, the mess, the garbage. This
is unacceptable.”

Nasser, the mayor, says the
renovations will drag the little
town of 24,000 into the 21st
century.

Construction workers clutter}
Bethlehem, not tourists

Nanna Chen, 8, of Washington reacts as President Clinton

ﬂ*

peads 'A Visit from Saint Nick'

4

to a group of school children, Tuesday, as First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton looks on in
the East Room of the White House. |

— UNB/AP photo

Madhuri Dixit
makes a
blunder

KATMANDU, Dec 23: One of
India's highest paid actresses,

Madhuri Dixit, currently in
Nepal to release her latest al-

. bum, apparently believed the

kingdom was once part of India,
a report said today, says AFP.

Asked to comment on Nepal,
the actress said Tuesday: "Nepal
is a beautiful country and it was
once a part of India," the
Kathmandu Post reported her
as saying during a radio inter-
view.

But she quickly admitted her
mistake after Kantipur FM's
presenter Dinesh DC and other
reporters present objected,
telling her Nepal had never
been a part of India, said the re-
gﬂrlt in the leading English

aily.

[%Fixit is here to release the
music of her latest film
"Aarzoo" along with the male
lead of the movie Akshay
Kumar and other members of
the film's cast. The film is set to
be released in February 1999,

Clinton looks
into ordeals
of homeless

WASHINGTON, Dec 23: In a
last burst of public policy-mak-
ing before Christmas, President
Bill Clinton is examining pro-
grammes for the homeless, re-
ports AP.

The president was travelling
Wednesday to a Boys and Girls
Club in the Baltimore commu-
nity of Pleasant View to high-
light programmes there that
help homeless J)ED le find a

lace to live and rebuild their

ives.

White House spokesman Joe
Lockhart said the trip with
Housing Secretary Andrew
Cuomo is meant to preview the
housing aspects of the federal
budget "as we move forward
next year into the budget sea-
son."

- After returning from
Baltimore, the president will
settle in for a quiet Christmas
holiday at the ite House with
his family, Lockhart said. He is
expected to remain at the White
House until Dec 30, when he and
first lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton depart for the annual
Renaissance Weekend retreat in
Hilton Head, South Carolina.



