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On behalf of the Government of Japan, I would
like to sS heartfelt appreciation to the
: le of Bangladesh who join to celebrate His

ajesty Emperor Akihito’s swmbirthda%;
ve n main-

are now more solid than ever before, The
highlight of this amicable relationship 1was the
opening of the Bangabandhu Bridge earlier this
year, construction of which was co-financed by
Japan, the World Bank, and the Asian Develop-
ment Bank. It was my honour to convey the sin-

Prime Minister Mr Ryutaro Hashimoto on the
occasion of the tnauguration ceremony on June
23. Mr Hashimoto regarded the completion of the
Jamuna Multi-purpose Bridge as a great and
the earnest wish ﬂ}{‘ the people and the Govern-
ment of Bangladesh for unifying the eastern and
western regions of the country and I believe that
this completed project will produce an irnmea-
| surable effect on the growth of the Bangladeshi
in the long years to come,

Fbﬂuwmﬂgégf memorable visit by Prime Min-
ister Her llency Sheikh Hasina Wajed to
apan last year, H?Mr Abdus Samad Azad, Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs paid an aofficial visit to
Japan in November :
the Government of Japan. During his six-day
visitt H E Mr Abdus Samad Azad called on
J se Prime Minister Mr Keizo Obuchi, and
nwgmﬂy met with his counterpart, Mr
Masahiko Komura, Japanese Foreign Minister,
to discuss our bilateral relations as well as re-

mosphere. Both Foreign Minister reaffirmed

their intentions to strengthen the existing close

relationship by further cooperating in various
between D and Tokyo.

I should like to extend my deepest sympathy
for the heavy loss of lives and properties caused
by this year's severe . I firmly believe that

wha%e nation will successfully get over the
difficulties, recover economically, and recon-
struct the homeland. In the wake of the longest
in Bangladesh's history, the Government

of Japan immediately decided to provide assis-
tance by not only sending medicine and medical
, but also gisputchmg a Japanese disaster
relief team to Chandpur to prevent epidemics,
The total emergency aid given by our government
accounted for approximately US51.3 million. In
addition, Japanese food assistance of US $9.8
million in total was extended through the World
Food Programme for the purchase of rice. At pre-
sent the Government of Japan is considering fur-
ther cooperation such as a rehabilitation pro-
gramme for the flood affected infrastructure. As
our assistance to NGOs in Bangladesh has in-
creased this year, substantial fund was also pro-
vided to NGOs for the relief and rehabilitation

apane.

Japanese traditional dance school "KAWAFUJI
RYU” has donated for the reconstruction of
Roghunathpur high school in Feni district,
which was totally burnt in a fire accident in
Feb 1997. My wife, the head master of the
schmﬂs took tf'{e initiative to order hundreds
of "Nakshi Kantha" cotton bags with an embroi-
de mnﬁam of "KAWAFUJI School” on them
ﬂﬂ? sold them to her disciples in order to collect
Sfund for the new school building. .

In the field of development assistance, Japan,
over the past years, has emerged as one of the
largest Official Development Assistance (ODA)
providers in the world. It has, however, been
Jorced to cut down the total ODA budget by 10 per
cent for this fiscal year due to the recent serious
economic crisis. Yet. Japan still remains as the
largest bilateral donor to Bangladesh and con-
tinues its efforts to extend assistance to the areas
?f strategic importance which includes basic in-

human resources development, disaster preven-
tion and fundamental human needs.

The visit of the Foreign Minister of
Bangladesh to Japan also had a positive infli-
ence on the further expansion of economic activi-
ties between our two nations. Responding td the
Bangladesh’'s interest lo attract investmerit in
small and medium scale industries, the Japan-
Bangladesh Committee for Commercial and Eco-
nomic ration is currently exploring the
possibilities of setting up the aforesaid sized in-
_'

The friendly relations whic
tained ﬁfen Bangladesh and Japan for the last
26

cere congratulatory message from the former

this year at the invitation of .

gional and international issues in a cordial at- ~

jor news

programmes for the flood victims.
m?umuld to touch on one example of
the J se initiatives at grass-roots level. A

rastructure, agriculture, rural development.

dustries in Bangladesh.

It is noteworthy that the mutual interest in
the cultural and educational exchanges betiween
our lwo countries is becoming rgereuter every year.
The Government of Japan, the Japan Founda-
tion, and other organisations offer a wide range
Eu!f programmes to promote awareness and un-

erstanding in this particular arena. Last
November, two of the prominent scholars in
Japan visited Dhaka on a lecture tour sponsored
by the Japan Foundation. A seminar was 'fégun
ised jointly by the University of Dhaka and the
Embassy of Japan where the twwmfessurs
shared their Jlé.!:ws hgnJemnumtcs a b;ilsmefé
management from t apanese perspective a
had Eue!y discussions with their Bangladeshi
counte . Having realised anew on t

t occa-
sion the importance of first-hand communica-
tion between the nations, I would like to recom-
mend further exchanges not only at the scholarly
level but also the grass-roots level to create a
solid network for our betier bilateral relations.

Furthermore, I am delighted to touch upon the
growing number of young people in Bangladesh
taking an. interest in studying in Japan and
IerlmtngcJ anese. The Japanese governmernt
has se 153 Monbusho (Ministry of Educa-
tion) Scholarship students from Bangladesh jor
FY 1997/98. It is worth mentioning that the
number of institutions offering the Japanese
language in Bangladesh has increased from five
to ten over the t one and half years and more
than 500 people are now studying the language
throughout the country.

As for our public relations efforts, the
Japanese Embassy o ised an ODA Press Tour
‘98 in cooperation with the Japan Internationals
Cooperation Agency (JICA) and Overseas Eco-
nomic Cooperation Fund (OECF) earlier this
month. The main purpose of ¢his tour was (o
provide members of the Bangladesh Press with
an accurate idea and a chance to learn of the pro-
jects assisted by the Japanese ODA by visiting
selected five projects siles. The tour attracted
some twenty participating journalists from ma-
rs and the TV station. I sincerely

that those journalists are and will be con-
tributing to the education of the nation by report-
ing what they gathered to every part of the coun-
try.
yIn closing as the ties between Bangladesh and
Japan have tuned into a matured and developed
sla?e. the importance of our collaboration in
such areas us political relations, economic coop-
eration, development assistance and cultural and
educational e is greater than ever before.
We should realise that all the countries in this
world are indispensable to one another in order
to build together a brighter and more peaceful

future. Lastly, I would like to cnn:.;ai? my profound

appreciation and best wishes to all of those indi-
viduals and organisations in this country who
have always been vital in fostering friendship

and goodwill betiveen the peoples of our two na-
tions.

Yoshikazu Kaneko
Ambassador of Japan to Bangladesh

Rl Rl R R

3l

2[

[l

L

EE

[

o

JRIRERERIEE

ST=TRl
F_.ll_.l

I[e]

I

2]

T
—— kb

™

= | E .._'—LL‘J-'I

CE o —
llrHrd|
o | B

I a
=

(=

i@l © MARUBENI CORPORATION
Bl © NICHIMEN CORPORATION
@ © TOMEN CORPORATION

n

@l © ITOCHU CORPORATION

5l © OBAYASHI CORPORATION

gl © THE OVERSEAS ECONOMIC

Bl COOPERATION FUND (OECF)

Bl O KANEMATSU CORPORATION

3l O KINSHO-MATAICHI CORPORATION

...........

e e R R R e e R R PR R e e P P R P I

"Heartiest 3alwdahons to His (.Royal
_- | gﬁghnass Akihito, the Emperor of 3apan on
| the Occasion 0f his Birthday

@  JAPANESE COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION IN DHAKA
5 (SHOO KOO-KAI)

FRRRRRRR R R R R R R R

O
5
%

el[el[el

[

deip/RIE

2de

e
L

@ SHIMIZU CORPORATION

© SUMIKIN BUSSAN CORPORATION

© SUMITOMO CORPORATION

© THE BANK OF TOKYO-MITSUBISHI, LTD
© TOYOTA TSUSHO CORPORATION

© NISSHO IWAI CORPORATION

© MITSUI & CO. LTD.

© MITSUBISHI CORPORATION

© JETRO, DHAKA

o

. L=
EipiRERERRE) O]

His Majesty Emperor Akihito

Governmental Structure

Changing with the Times

Separation of Powers
HE Constitution of Japan,
T which came into effect in
1947, is based on the
principles of popular

sovereignty, respect for
fundamental human rights,

~and the advocacy of peace.
- Japan's political system is one

of constitutional democracy. In
accordance with the principle
of "separation of powers.," the
activities of the national gov-
ernment are formally divided
into legislative, judicial, and
executive organs.

The Emiperor is "the symbol
of the State and unity of the
people.” The Emperor appoinis
the Prime Minister and Chiel
Judge of the Supreme Court as
designated by the Diet. and per
forms "only such acts in mat-
ters of state” as provided for in
the Constitution along with the
advice and approval of the Cab-
inet, such as promulgation ol
amendments of the constitu-
tion. laws. cabinet orders and
treaties, convocation of the
Diet, dissolution of the House of
Representatives, and sao forth.

The Constitution of Japan
vroclaims a system ol represen-
tative demiocracy in which the
Diet is "the highest organ ol
state power.” It is formally spec
ified that the Diet, as th& tore ol
Japan's system of governance,
takes precedence over the gov-
ernment's executive branch.
The designation ot the. Prime
Minister, who heads the execu-
tive branch, is done by resolu-
tion of the Diet. Japan practices
a system of parliamentary Cab-
inet by which the Prime Minis-
ter appoints the majority of the
Cabinet members from among
members of the Diet. The Cabi-
net thus works in solidarity
with the Diet and is responsible
lo it. In this respect, the system
is similar to that of Great
Britain, but different from that
of the United States, where the
3 branches of government are
theoretically on a level of per-
fect equality.

The Diet is divided into 2
chambers: the lower chamber,
or the House of Representatives,
and the upper chamber, or the
House DF Councillors. The
House of Representatives may
introduce "no-confidence mo-
tions" with respect to the Cabi-
net. The Cabinet, on the other
hand, is able to dissolve the
House of Representatives. It
also has the authority to desig-
nate the Chief Judge and ap-

oint the other judges of the

upreme Court. It is the
Supreme Court that determines
the constitutionality of any law
or official act. The Constitution
authorises the Diet to "set up an
impeachment court from
among the members of both
Houses in order to try an
judges against whom remova
proceedings have been insti-
tuted.”

The Diet as the
Legislative Branch

of Government

Japan's Diet is designated in
the Constitution as "the highest
organ of state power.” The Diet
is made up of members who are
directly elected by citizens of at
least 20 years of age. The politi-
cal parties, to which almost all
Diet members*belong, are the
basic units of political activity.
Thus Japan is said to practice
party politics. The Prime Min-
ister is chosen by the Diet from
among its members. The Prime
Minister then forms a Cabinet,
and the Cabinet controls the ex-
ecutive branch of government.

The Diet is the "sole law-
making organ of the State." All
legislations must follow a pro-
cess leading to final approval in
the Diet. The Diet has addi-
tional important functions,
such as approving the national
budget, ratifying interfhational
treaties, and setting in motion
any formal proposals for
amending the Constitution.
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Alth the House of Coun-
cillors the House of Repre-
sentatives share power, the lat-
ter predominates in decisions
on legislation, designation of
the Prime Minister, budgetary
matters, and international
treaties. For example, if a bill is
passed by the House of re-
sentatives but the House of
Councillors deliberates other-

wise (rejecting the bill or insist-

“ing on alterations), the bill will

nevertheless become law if re-
submitted to the House ol Rep-
resentatives and approved by
two thirds of the members pre-
sent.

One must be al least 25 years
old to be eligible for election to
the House of Representatives.
The number of members of the
House ol Representatives is 500,

Continued on page 11
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The Imperial Family

Status of the Emperor

" HE Emperor shall be
the symbol of the State
and of the unity of the

position

Fenple, deriving his
rom the will of the people with
whom resides sovereign power.”
(Article 1 of the Constitution)
"The Emperor shall perform
only such acts in matters of
state as are provided for in this
Constitution and he shall not
have powers related to govern-
ment.” [Article 4] The Emperor
appoints the Prime Minister as
designated by the Diet and the
Chief judge of the Supreme
Court as designated by the Cab-
inet (Article 6). With the advice
and approval of the Cahinet. he
performs such acts in matters
of state as the promulgation of
laws and treaties, convocation
of the Diet, prociamation of
eneral elections, awarding of
onors, etc. (Article 7).

The Emperor and

Empress

His Majesty Emperor Aki-
hito, who acceded to the throne
on January 7. 1989 upon the
demise of Emperor Hirohito,
was born in Tokyo on December
23, 1933 -He is the eldest son of
the late Emperor Hirohito and
the Empress Dowager Nagako.
Following his graduation from
Gakushuin Upper Secondary .

School in 1952, he studied at
the Department of Politics in
the Faculty of Politics and Eco-
nomics of Gakushuin Univer-
sity until 1956. In addition he
receiverd private lectures on a
number of subjects by eminent
professionals including the
Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court.

In 1953, the Emperor (then
Crown Prince Akihito) made a
six months’ tour of 14 countries
in North America and Western
Europe. The tour centered
around his visit to London as
His late Majesty Emperor Hi-
rchito’'s representative at the
coronation of Queen Elizabeth

1

In April 1959, the Emperor
married Miss Michiko Shoda.
the eldest daughter of Mr
Hidesaburo Shoda, former pres-
ident of a flour manufacturing
company. She was born in
Tokyo on October 20, 1934. The
Shocdas are a scholarly family
which has produced two recipi-
ents of the Order of Cultural
Merit, the highest academic
honor conferred by the Emperor
upon distinguished scholars. In
1953 she entered University of
the Sacred Heart, specializing
in English Literature in the
Department of Foreign
Languages and Literature. At
her graduation ceremony. she
was valedictorian of her class.
The Imperial Household

Council, headed by the Prime
Minister and composed of rep-
resentatives of the imperial
family, the Speaker of the
House of resentatives, the
President of the House of Coun-
cillors, the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court, and others,
gave their unanimous consent
to the marriage, which was
warmly welcomed by the na-
tion. :

Since their marriage, Their
Majesties. previously the
Crown Prince and Crown
Princes, have paid official vis-
its to 37 countries at the invita-

tion of their ts. They
have enj lis to talks
and reports, or having discus-

sions with scholars, artists,
Eeng other cl.:]:pcrtn in vaﬂn}m
S A5 well as peopie,
such as the J e Co-
operation Volunteers. Their
ajesties also have attended
various national and interna-
tional ceremonies and meetings
held in Tokyo and other
of the country. In addition they
made it a rule to travel out of
the capital several times a year
to observe local affairs, and to
come into direct contact with
all sorts of people in various
parts of the country. They often
visited social welfare institu-
tions, industrial establish-
ments, and academic institutes:

they also attended various art
Continued on page 11

The Imperial Family: from left to

T

right are Princes Sayako, the Emperor, Crown Prince Narubito and
Akishino. -

Crown Princes Masaku, the Empresg, Prince and Princess
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Our warmest 91&5&:191 to
c:}‘llia c/f/(a/'sity fmpsw': a‘?ﬁiﬁiﬁu
on compfating 65 9fam£qu1 yeats.
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Bangladesh and Japan have shared a long and fruitful relationship which has extended over many
decades. This is reflected by the large number of Japanese companies such as Nissan Motors and

Fujitsu to name a few, who have set up business here.

The Pacific Group alongwith the rest of the nation extend their greetings and support

to the Japanese people on this momentous occasion.
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Pacific Group of Companies * Pacific Center, 14, Mohakhali C.A., Dhaka.Tel: 880-2-882761-5; Fax: 880-2-883762
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