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BNP chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia takes iftar with the inmates of Islamia Kamil

Madrasah Baitul Amin Orphanage on the first day of Ramadan yesterday.

Teachers' s_;alaries
transferred
to banks

The Secondary and Higher
Secondary Education Direc-
torate yesterday transferred
Taka 95.69,51,094.38 to Janata,
Agrani, Rupali and Sonali
Bank authorities as the official
part of the salary of the teach-
ers and other employees-in the
non-government educational
institutions, an official hand-
out said, reports BSS,

The teachers and employees
of the non-government educa-
tional institutions including
schools, colleges. madrashas,
SSC (vocational)l and HSC
(business management] have
been requested to draw the ofil-
cial part of their salary within
January 14 from their respec-
tive banks.

The handout said for valid
reasons if any teacher or em-
ployee fails to draw their arrear

of the current year June
1998 to November 1998 or 40
per cent of the new national
scale of 1997 from first July.
1998 to September 30, 1998
then theé,nwmﬂd be able to draw
the pending salaries from their
own accounts within the stipu-
lated time.

JS body meet
on industries
ministry held

Aﬁmeeting of the Parliamen- |

tary Standing Committee on
the Ministry of Industries was
held vesterday at the Jatiya

tee Ehairman Dewan Farld Gazi
in the chalir, reports BSS. - -

The .meeting discussed in
detail the activities of
Bangladesh Sugar and Food In-
dustries Corporation (BSFIC)
and its different problems.

The meeting advised the
concerned authorities of
Bangladesh Sugar Mills Corpo-
ration (BSMC) to take necessary
steps for making it a profitable
concern by reducing losses.

Commiitee members Coin-
merce and Industries Minister
Tofail Ahmed, A K M Rahmnat
Ullah, Hafiz Ahmed Majumder,
Mrs Shanaz Sardar. Mcham-
mad Golam Hossain and A K M
Mosharraf Hossain attended
the :

Industries Secretary K M
Eiiazul Huq and concerned h
officials were present in the
meeting.

Death anniversary

The fifth death anniversary
of Kohinoor Banu, mother of
Shaheed Dr Abul Kalam Azad.
will be observed today, says a
press release.

On the occasion, a Quran
khawani and a milad mahfil
will be held at the residence of
her son, Habibul Bashar, editor
of the Daily Morn Post, at
House-35/B. Road-7, Block-G.
Banani. ;

Relatives, friends and ad-
mirers have been reguested to
attend the milad.

kR %%
The 3rd death anniver

tar in Jessore at EM
day, said a press re :

Comrade Hague died on De-
cember 22. 1995.

AR BN L

The 4th death anniversary
of Prof Azharul Islam, former

BSS.

Born in vil Karotia un-
der aof T
district, Prof Islam was a life-
long member of Bangladesh
Awami e and elected MLA
of the then East Pakistan Par-
liament Assembly.

Relatives, well-wishers,
friends and admirers of the de-
ceased are requested to pray for
the departed soul of Proan.
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Brahmanbaria incident

NGO activists
demand removal
of DC

By Staff Correspondent
NGO activists at a meeﬂnﬁm
t a}

O

the city yesterday resolved
Deputy Commissioner
Brahmanbaria should be re-
lieved of his responsibilities for
the sake of a fair and neutral
probe into the December 7 inci-
dents in the district.

“The meeting, held at confer-
ence room of the Association of
Developmeni Agencies in
Bangladesh (ADAB). reviewed
the latest developments in
Brahmanbaria after the De-
cember 7 violence centring par-
ticipation of women at a
planned victory fair,

With the ADAB president Dr
Kazi Farugq Ahmad in the chair,
the meeting was attended by
NGOs, associated with ADAB in
Brahmanbaria and steering
committee members of Comilla
sub-comrmitlee, says a press re-
lease,

The meeting in a resolution
noted that those anti-liberation
terrorists who had attacked
women in Brahmanbaria on
December 7 were still giving
threats to NGO workers and no
legal measures had been taken
against them.

It demanded of the govern-
ment to ensure security of all
NGO workers in Brahmanbaria.

The meeting also urged the
government to take | steps
so that compensation could
realised from attackers as. the

meeung“_ _ noted, properties worth
crores of taka were destroy

ol

during torching of NGO offices
and looting on mber 7.

It demanded inclusion of the
issue of human rights violence
in the terms of reference of the
enquiry commission.

RUIJA protests
assault on

newsman

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY,
[ee 21: Rajshahi Universit
Journalists Association (RUJ
brought out a silent procession
on the campus Sunday with
black clothes covering their
faces in protest against assault
on A newsman hi an Awami
League-backed Chhatra League
cadre, reports APB.

Startinﬁr from Rajshaht
University Press Club, the pro-
cessionists paraded the campus
at noon. They also held a rally
in front of the administrative
building.

Later, they submitted a
memorandum to acting Vice
Chancellor Prof Saidur Rah-
man Khan demanding exem-
plary punishment of the cadre,
Ahsanul Hac}uc Pintu.

Pintu allegedly assaulted
Faruque Hossain Chowdhury,
the RU correspondent of a ver-
nacular daily, as he did not
coversthe news of BCL.

Jallyatabadi Chhatra Dal,
Chhatra Union, Chhatra Front
and JSD-backed BCL issued
separate statements protesting
against the assault.

Ex-Chandpur
AL leader dead

Dr Mujibur Rahman
Chowdhury, a political leader
and social worker of Chandpur.
died of old-age complications
and diabetic problems at
Sugrawardy Hospital here H.
terday, family sources said. He
was, gﬂ. BSS.

Mujibur Rahman Chowd-
hury, elder brother of former
Prime Minister Mizanur Rah-
man Chowdhury, was presideni
of Chandpur district Awami

in 950s. He was a well-
known physician in Chandpur
town,

—sStar photo

-BNP chief takes
iftar with
orphans

By Staff Correspondent

Opposition leader Begum
Khaleda Zia had iftar with the
orphanage children at Uttar
Badda Senior Madrassa and
Orphanage Centre on the first
day of the holy Ramadan yes-
terday.

On arrival at the madrassa,
Begum Zia was greeted by hun-
dreds of orphanage children,
local people and elite. She
moved around the madrassa
and talked with the orphanage
prior to iftar and had iftar wit
them. said a press release.

BNP leaders Selima Rah-
man, Mirza Abbas, Sadek Hos-
sain Khoka MP. Major (Retd)]
Kamrul Isldm, Major Gen (Reid)
Z A Khan, Shahjahan Omar,
Ehsanul Haq Milon, ward
commissioner M A Kayoom and
Habibullah Habib accompanied
the y chairperson.

Meanwhile, the BNP chief
will host an iftar party to the ls-
lamic scholars. alems, Islamic
thinkers and others engaged
with Islamic research at her of-
ficial residence of 29 Minto
Road today.

Discussion on Vested
Property Act
By Staff Correspondent

Participants at a discussion
meeting in the city said there
were no legal complexities in
repealing the Vested Property
Act, says a press release.

The discussion on "Silver
Jubilee of Universal Human

Rights and Enemy’ (Vested)

Property Act” was Held at Ja!l.?a
Press Club under the aegis of K B
Roy Chowdhury Memorial
Sangsad on Sunday. It was or-
ganised to mark the first death
anniversary of K B Roy Chowd-
hury, a former VP of DUCSU
and human rights leader.

The discussants include, Dr
Kamal Hossain, Prof Sirajul [s-
lam Chowdhury., Col ([retd)
Shawkat Ali, MP, Abdul Latif
siddique, MP, Khushi Xabir,
Shamsul Huda, Dr Abul Barkat,
Dr Lalit Mohan Nath and Man-
jusree Roy Chowdhury. Ali Ak-
sad presided over the meeting.

RAKUB disburses
Tk 114 crin

siX months

RAJSHAHI, Dec 21: Rajshahi
Krishi Unnayan Bank ( UB)
has fixed a target to disburse Tk
300 crore through 299 bank
branches in 16 northern dis-
tricts for boosting cultural

rngluctlun during the current
scal year, reports BSS.

Of the total amount, the
bank has, so far, disbursed over
Taka 114 crore during the last
five and a half months.

Du the last fiscal year,
RAKUB disbursed Tk 208 crore

| while its target was Taka 250

crore.

Chairman of the bank, Tajul
Islam Mohammad Farook told
the news agency that the bank
has lunched a poverty allevia-
tion programme to raise the
standard of living of rural pop-
ulation and also for increasing
production.

Under the programme. the

bank already sanctioned Tk 7
crore and 20 lakh for the farm-
ers for purchase of cattle, Tk 3
crore and 90 lakh for purchase
of agricultural inputs and Tk
over two crore for purchase of
COWS,
The bank also recovered Tk
67 crore durinf the last five
months from farmers which
was earlier provided to them as
agricultural loan.

Managing Director of
RAKUB Yasin Ali said the bank
will e loan amounting Tk
186 crore out of Tk 300 crore for

increasing cultural produc-
tion in the :e*gon .
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Bangla-sur Sangskritik Dal presents a cultural programme,
organised by Bastob, at the Russian Cultural Centre on
Thursday to mark the Victory Day.

News

| House of Commons pra.lses
developments in Bangladesh

An early day motion tabled
in the British House of Com-
mons praised developments in
Bangladesh, especially, in
restoration of rule of law and
institutionalisation of democ-
racy, acco to a me re-
ceived here from London yes-
terday, reports BSS,

Ma"g'i: mluuuﬂpwau tabled by
' ra

Bethnal éur:eg'n anmu:-g
stituency of London al with
others on the occasion of 27th
anniversary of victory day

Eraising developments in
angladesh in various fields.

The resolution is expected to
receive wide support after the
parliament reassembles in the
new year.

e resolution states as fol-
lows :

“That this House cornmends
the people of Bangladesh for
their courage and.resilience in

-tional community

facing the worst floods in living
memory, appreciates the exten-
sive eflorts made by Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina and her
government in dealing with the
crisis. welcomes the coopera-
tion and support of the in a-
given to the
overnment and people of
angladesh during the floods
and for post-flood rehabilita-
tion, marks the 27th anniver-
sary of the independence of
Bangladesh, welcomes devel-

opments in Ban%ladeah demon-

strating the restoration of the
rule of law and the institution-
alisation of democracy, and
calls upon the British govern-
ment and other members of the
international community to
continue to support the
Bangladeshi government in ar-
eas of economic and social de-
velopment as well as the pro-
motion of regional co-opera-
tion in South Asia”.

Baitul Mukarram
Mosque to have
new minars

Two new minars will be
added to Baitul Mukarram Na-
tional Mosque according to its
original design which will re-
flect the glorious Muslim her-
itage of Dhaka city, Director
General of Bangladesh Islamic
Foundation said yesterday. re-
ports BSS.

Maulana Abdul Awal, the DG
of islamic Foundation, said
this while exchanging views
with the Egyptian Ambassador
in Dhaka Ossama Mohammed
Tawfil at the foundalion’s
headquarters. He said Baitul
Mukarram mosque would be
renovated as one of the most
spectacular architectural beau-
ties in the world.

.The new minars would be
similar to that of the sophisti-
cated mosques in Kuala Lumpur
and Casablanca, he said, adding
that spaces in the eastern part
would be made airconditioned
and available for prayers.

He told the Egyptian envoy
that apart from the regular
publications, the Islamic Foun-
dation has published two thou-
sand books. The Imam Train-
ing Academy has, so far. im-
parted training to some 40,000
Imams.

He said Islamic missions
across the country were provid-
ing medicare facilities along
with their programmes for re-
habi{itatiun of the marginal

&

meEt'l: Deeni Dawat and cul-
tural department of the founda-
tion has taken different pro-
rammes which include pub-
ishing 27 volume of Islamic
encyclopaedia, runnin
mosque-based libraries anc
other cultural programmes.

The DG presented tafsir of
Holy Quran and other religious
boo{s to the envoy. They also
discussed some issues rela
to common religious and cul-
tural heritage of the two coun-
tries.

Tk 50cr project
taken up for
development of
handloom industry

The government has uncder-
taken a number of programiues.
including a micro credit project
costing Tk 50 crore, [or devel-
opment of the country's hand-
loom industry, reports APB.

State Minister for Textiles A
K M Zahangir Hossain said this
while inaugurating a handloom
fair organise by the
Bangladesh Handloom Board
yesterday.

The minister sald the gov-
ernment would also take a
credit project of Tk 2 crore for
disbursement among the flood-
hit weavers.

"Importance of handloom
industry is immense in our tex-
tile production, employment
generation and foreign ex-
change earnings,” Zahangir
said.

He hoped that the fair would
contribute to make the hand-
loom products popular both at
home and abroad as well as up-
holding the cultural and na-
tional heritage.

Twenty-eight stalls put on at
the fair will remain open from
10 am to 10 pm everyday till
last day of Ramzan.

A wide variety of jamdani,
banarashi, katan as well as
?.ualit}r sarees of Pabna and

are on display for sale.

extile Secretary Shamsuz-

zaman Chowdhury and Hand-

loom Board Chairman Enayet

Ullah also spoke on the occa-
sion.

Jobs under int'l
organisations

Some international organi-
sations have invited applica-
tions for filling up certain va-
cancies at eir disposal.
Names of the organisations
along with the post titles and
last date of receipt of applica-
tions are given below:

Post under Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the
United Nations: Economist (P-
3) — January 22; Economist (P-
4) — Jan 25; Economist (P-
5) — Janu 25; Coordination
Officer (P-3) — January 11;
Economist (P-4) — January 26:
Administration Officer (P-2) —
Janu 11; Commodity Spe-
cialist (P-2) — January 13; ge-
nior Officer (Nutrition Pro-
Erammca] (P-5) — January 11:

orestry Officer (Communit

Forestry) (P-4) — January 15;
Liaison Officer (Non-Govern-
ment Organizations) (P-3) —
January 16; and Land Tenure
and Institutions Officer (P-3) —
January 8.

Further details of the post

and procedure for applications
will available with the Min-

is of Establishment, Offices
of Divisional Comimissioners,
Deputy Commissioners and Of-
fices of District and Manpower,
said an official handout.

Water transports

BIWTA installs
equipment for
round-the-clock
movement

BIWTA has installed sup-
porting equipment on 1400 km
navigation line for round-the-
clock movement of water
transports, reports APB

This was told at the parlia-
mentag standing committee
on the Shipping Ministry at the
jatjya Sangsad Bhaban yester-

ay.

About 873-kin more water-
ways wouild alsc be broughi un-
der the same arrangement with
the financial assistance of the
World Bank.

Presided over by Col (retd)
Shawkat Ali, the meeting dis-
cussed the inland navigation
policy and terminal manage-
ment of the Bangladesh Inland
Water Transport Authority
(BIWTA).

Construction, maintenance
and management of various
river-port, ghats and terminals
at dillerent places also came up
for discussion.

Committee members Ship-
E'ing Minister A S M Abdur Ra%

eputy Minister for Food
Dhirendra Debnath Shambhu,
A B M Abul Kashem, Mahmuda
Shawgat, Rafiqul Islam Bakul
and Jafrul Islam Chowdhury
attended the meeting.

Shipping Secretary M Saiful
Islam was 2lso present.

Japan to provide
Tk 49 lakh for
flood rehabilitation

programmes

Two non-government organ-
isations will- receive US dollar
102,907 equivalent to Tk 49.39
lakh from Japan, reports UNB.

The NGOs are Nari Udyog
Kendra (NUK) and Development
Dg(%arusaﬂnn of the Rural Poor
IDORP).

Japanese Ambassador lo
Bangladesh Yoshikazu Kaneko
signed two separate contracts in
these regards with. Masuda
Khatun of NUK and A H M
Nouman DORP ‘yesterda . said a
press reiease of t
Japan.

The NUK will atilise the
amount US dollar &3 837 for
the construction of a flood shel-
ter-cum-maternal and child
health care clinic for the flood-
affected people in Pakundia
thana of Kishoreganj district.

The DORP will utilise US
dollar 19,010 for extending re-
habilitation support for the
flood affected Fcuple in South
Coastal Area ol Laxmipur with
nece materials like power
tillers, latrines and hand tube-
well.

Since October, Japan has
extended flood assistance to
five NGOs totalling US dollar
394,143 (approx Tk 1,89,18,900)

for the relief and rehabilitation

programmes in the wake of the
current flood devastation,

Death anniversary
of Shaheed
Shahjahan Siraj
today

The 14th anniversary of
death of Shaheed Shahjahan
Siraj will be observed today, re-
ports UNB.

On this day in 1984, Shaheed
Shahjahan Siraj, the then Gen-

eral retary of Rajshahi Uni-
versity -Bangladesh Chhatra
League, was killed during a 48-

hour strike called by SKOP
(Sramik Karmachari Oikya
Parisad). .

JSD-backed Bangladesh
Chhatra League (Chu-Ka) has’
chalked out elaborate pro-
grammes to mark the day.

In the capital, it will brought
oiit procession from the Mad-
hu's canteen at 8 am and hold
rally lELt tt%ﬁ fm\iri ﬁf '.?par;f:g:
Bangla.' also
wrcagth at {h?(:cntral Shaheed
Minar after the processiorl.

BCL will also hold Milad
Mahfil at Shaheed Siraj s resi-
dence at Goshaipur village in
Dinajpur,

STCS parade
~ held

JESSORE, Dec 21: The Attes-
tation Parade of a batch of new
recruits was held at the Slﬁnaﬂ
Training Centre and School
(STCS) at the Cantonment here
on December 17, reports UNB.

The STCS Commandant
Brigadier Syed Abu Hasant Mo-
hamad Tawhid reviewed the
smartly turned-out parade as
chief guest and distributed
prizes among the outstanding
recruits, said an ISPR press re-
lease.

Recruit Mirsadul Hoque was
adjudged the best all-round re-
cruit while Recruit Bikas Kanti
Barua excelled in professional
trainlng and recruit Abdur
Rahim Shikder in military sub-
jects respectively,
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of roads in the city's
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Dholaikhal area is going on

for a long time. As a result, apart from traffic jam, dust
over the area adding to the suffering of passers-by and

passengers.
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Released BNP
leader meets

Mannan Bhuiyan

By Staff Correspondent

Chuadanga district BNP gen-
eral secretary and central vice-
president of Jatiyatabadi Kr-
Ishak Dal Shahidul Islam, who
was released on bail recently,
called on party secretary gen-
eral Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan at
BNP central office yesterday.

He was arrested from Pabna
under "false” charge while he
was discharging election duties
on the by-polls day in Pabna-2
constituency held on December
10, said a press release,

Photography movement

Convening body

LT

formed -

Jativa Alokchitra Sikkhva
Pratisthan Bastabayan Com-
mittee has formed a 11-member
committee with Qammal Huda
as convener to make the pho-
tography movement a success,
says a press release.

The convening committee
was formed at a meeting held at
its central office in the city on
Friday.

The joint counveners are
dMonviar Hossain Manik, Mur-
taza Toufigu! Islam, Khursind
Alam, Murtaza Ali, Golam
Rahman, Bulbul Ahmed, Golam
Mostafa, Kaiser Alam and
Monwar Ahmed. Member: Fa-
zlur Rehman Jhinu. Abul Fazal
was made chief adviser.

The meeting discussed the
ways to realise their demand —
establishing photography fac-
ulty in Dhaka, Chittagong, and
Sylhet Shahjalal universities
and a hutzﬁra hy section in
the ShlfJ akala Academy — for
which the committee has been

ng a movement since 1995,

t was addressed by Nurul
Huda, Monwar Hossain, Mon-
war Hossain Manik, Khurshid
Alam, Murtaza Toufiqul Islam,
Debabrata Chowdhury, Kaiser
Alam, Golam Rahman, Murtaza
Ali, Abul Fazal, A U Fakhrud-
din and Fazlur Rehman Jhinu.

Plea to maintain
sanctity of
holy Ramadan

KHULNA, Dec 21: Different
religious, political and socio-
cultural organisations in
Khulna brought out prucessions
in the city yesterday and issued
statements for maintaining
sanctity during th  ~ly month
of Ramadan which began yes-
terday, reports BSS.

President of Khulna District
Awami League and former Whi
of Jativa Sangsad Shaik
Harunor Rashid and Secretary
and Whip of Jatiya Sangsad S M
Mostafa Rashid Suja MP in a
joint statement issued to the
press called upon the people to
maintain the sanctity of holy
Ramadan. They urged the busi-
nessmen to keep prices of essen-

.tials within the purchasing ca-.

pacity of the people.

Similar statements were
also issued by member of the
Awami League presidium Al-
Haj Shamsur Rahman Moni,
President and Secretary of
Khulna City Awami League Ad-
vocate Mnn{urul Imam, and
State Minister for Relief and
Disasters Management Taluk-
der Abdul Khaleque, Awami
League leader Sheikh Helal
Uddin, Kazi Sekandar Ali

Sy

Dalim MP, and Awaini League

leader SM A Rob.

Imported tissue
paper seized
in Feni

* FENI, Dec 21: Highwaymen
hijacked a truck, carrying im-

orted tissue paper. from
gatchpur level-crossing on
Dhaka-Chittagong highway on

Sunday night, reports UNB.
Police said the robbers

stopped the truck put a bar-
ricade on the road and drove off
with the vehicle dr ng out
the driver and his helper at

gunpoint.

The Tongi-bound truck of ‘

Kohinoor Transport was carry-
ing 17 rolls of paper worth
about Tk 5 lakh from Chit-

ﬁxhl. ‘ﬁpeﬁﬁmanhule near Road

'...-'.‘3!-. P e e
No 32 in
threat to the life of pedestrians and passengers.

tagong port.
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‘her own role in bri

Ford, Carter

From Page |
mitted perjury and obstructed
justice in covering up his affair
with former White House intern
Monica Lewinsky.
The CBS-New York Times

with Thelr worst popularity ras

ings in the 14 years the two
news tions had asked
. Only 36 per cent

the que
a favorable view of

The poll of 1,341 adults car-
ried a 4 percentage-point mar-
gin of error. > :
they want a swift Senate mﬁ
lution of the ‘

- Republican . Mitch Mec-
Connell noted today that the
Senate could dismiss the case at
any time with a simple major-
ity vote of 51 senators

He said he favoured a trial, a

t su favoured by

the senior Democrat in the

chamber, Sen. Robert Byrd.

Byrd has written an oft-quoted
story of the Senate.

"l think we need to follow the
Constitution. I've said I'm going
to take my cues from Senator

d: I think he's the rt,”

cConnell told NBC's "Today”
show. -

Senate Judir:iaﬂ; Committee
Chairman Orrin Hatch, a Re-
publican, suggested the first
step should be a quick poll of
his colleagues to determine if
there is anywhers near the 67
votes needed to cust Clinton
from office. .

if there are only 55 votes —
the number of Republicans in
the Senate — "then there has to
be some consideration to what
do you de that is the best under
the circumstances to resolve
this matter and in the best in-
terests of the country,” Hatch
said on NBC's "Meet the Press.”

"While that should include
the start of a trial, he said, there
are other options "where -
body could vote on this and vote
their conscience and it would be
fair." He refused to offer details.

Clinton's chief of staff, John
Podesta, said the White House
legal team would consider
whether to challenge the consti-
tutionality of a situation in
which the ch s against Clin-
ton were brought in the outgo-
ing 105th Congress but the
ident tried in the 106th
Congress convening Jan 6.

"l think that our legal team
will take a look at that in the
days to come," Podesta said on
CNN's Late Edition. "Some of
the constitutional experts who
have reviewed that matter be-
lieve that it is not consistent
with the Constitution to have
done this in a lame-duck
Congress, especially in the par-
tisan way that they did that. So,
I think we’ll have to take a look
at that.”

‘Democrats suggested getiing
tcgether with the White House
and Senate Republicans to
search for a comprourse that
would avoid a trial altogether.

Endorsing censure — a mea-
sure that Clinton has indicated
he would accept — Democratic
Sen. Christopher Dodd said a
trial would "tie up three
branches of government for the
next four months.”

Chief Justice William H
Rehnquist would preside over a
Senate trial, with charges pre-
sented by members of the House
Judiciary Committee. :

"In many ways, the Senate's
on triai here la a way, 100,”
Dodd sald on NBC. "We're the
court of last resort, of trying to
restore some civility here.”

Senate Republicans, how-
ever, continued fo insist on a
trial or, in Hatch's case, at least
the start of one.

Sonia

From Page 1

of the candidates in the Novem-
ber assembly elections in Delhi,
Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh were new faces — a fac-
tor that political analysts be-
lieve played a key role in the
party's victory at the hustings.

The weekend's AICC session
also saw the emergence of a new
band of Sonia Gandhi loyalists
like Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Digvijay Singh and
Rajasthan Chief inister
Ashok Gehlot and some of the
old uards like Jitendra
Prasada and Sitaram Kesri tak-
ing a backseat.

Digvijay Singh, who led the
Congress to victory in assembly

lis bel polisters, set the
E:H rolling asserting the
Congress was on a "comeback
trail® and profusely thanked
Sonia Gandhi for her "Dy-
namic" leadership.

He commended Sonia for not
responding to repeated offers by
other parties, including the
Left, to form a government at
the Centre and said "this re-
flects your mature comprehen-
sion itics."

Ashok Gehlot flayed those
who questioned Sonia Gandhi's
foreign origin and said it
should not be forgotten who had

founded the Congress.

In fact, soon after taking
over Congress Presidentship
nine months back, Sonia
Gandhi made it abundantly
clear that she would like to
have a new team of party lead-
ers at the state and national
levels to help her and accord-
ingly changed' the heads of
Congress units in a number of
states and some leaders of the

party high command.
The increase in the number

" of berths in various committees

of the party creates the space for
Sonia to induct some new faces
before the next major round of
electoral battle, political ob-
servers say.

Thrn?gyh all these changes,

 Sonia Gandhi displayed a re-
_markable degree of level-head-

edness. She sought to play down
ing about
the changes and "Our work
does not and here. This is one
more milestone in the long

journey of revitalising :the

Congress."



