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basic of all human rights, it
follows that the right to
health and health care are
fundamental rights because you
are denied medicine, clean
drinking water or adequate
nourishment is just as much a
violation of your right to life as
it is to die from a death squad
bullet. Yet the right to health
and health care has not been
given priority by the human
right activists. _
Despite the rhetoric of the
indivisibility of all human
rights, there is emphasis in the
rights movement on such vio-
lations as torture, extra judicial
executions, disappearance, and
political imprisonment. Only
now a strong pressure from de-
veloping countries, importance
of social and economic rights
have been acknowledged as im-
rtant. Reason is not very far
g:? understand, since society
considers that basic amenities

IF the right to life is the most

for quality of life are taken in
the developed countries for
ted as part of civic life,

whereas the developing coun-
tries are still as in their en-
deavour to provide basics like
clean drinlglng water, clean
wholesome, unadulterated food
items, have only started taking
faltering steps towards these
objectives.

There are more health
problems in our country due to

llution in the air, water and
F;Jd that is generating an un-
der-nourished, lethargic and
depressed population. These in-
visible enemies of the countries
would cause irreparable damage
to a whole generation of people.

The health care, where
available, is to be regulated as
per the standards, and code of
conduct prescribed by the medi-
cal ethics, under supervision of
the Indian medical council.
Deviations in services and un-
ethical practices, negligence by
doctors are now also attracting
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For the health policy to become /
provide the informational foundations
mortality) with reference to other indicators such as Gross Dfl :
environmental factors such as levels of pollution and purity

more than health care policy, corresponding statistical systems will be necessary to
to all concerned; e.g. an overall measure of health status (not only
mestic Product or Consumer Price Index and other
of water and foodstuff.

action under the consumer fo-
rum. But at this stage without
going in the question of extent
of coverage under the countries
health-care system, the effort
in this paper is to see the sym-
biotic relationship between the
availability of life-nourishing
elements and basic minimum
services as part of development

programs undertaken by the
government and human rights,

so that for Penplc receives con-
servation of life in its optimum
and efficient energies.

There has been a strong con-
servatism in the health profes-
sion. A part of elite in their so-
ciety doctors. do not desire to
challenge established author-
ity, as well as a naive assertion
that health care be"kept out of
politics in other words preven-
tive health care in the domain
of sanitation and hygiene are
kept out, divorced from medical
domain, as only administrative
COncerns.

Three concrete relationships
that require investigation are
first, the potential impact of
health policies and pro-
grammes on human rights; sec-
ond, the health impact of hu-
man right violations; and third
how protection and promotion
of health is inextricably linked
to the protection and promo-
tion of human rights. In Exﬂﬁ
enquiry by bringing togeilher
1:1'1‘;:l hgllh}r and ﬁuﬁglan rights
activists, communities would
open the way for interdisci-

inary discourse that will
roaden our understanding and
awareness of these linkages.

The three essential ingredi-
ents that are considered the

bare minimum requirements
for minimum ciualit}r Earame-
ters for human lif® are housing,
safe drinking ware, and fuel for
food. these also form integral
art of development program
or poverty elevation schemes
in the country. The Rajiv
Gandhi's technology mission
for fare drinking water has
done extensive work but still 45
per cent of the rural house holds
are without access to drinking
water. Coupled with the prob-
lem of sewage disposal and
most homes lacking toilet fa-
cilities compound the health
roblem. Gaslrointestinal in-
ectious diseases are among the
most common diseases spread
especially among infants and
children. Other diseases like
scabies and skin infection are
also common due to lack of
clean water required for per-
sonal hygiene. (8) dealgnated
"Decade of Clean Water Supply
and Sanitation” which termi-
nated in 1990 as had a major
focus of the WHO program of
"Health for all by the year 2000
and country should take [ull
advantage of this to expand the
coverage to facilitate specially
the vu%nerahle sections of the
society.

The largest number of abso-
lute poor live in India. One of
every three persons in the world
lacking safe drinking water in
an India. Every fourth person
in the planet dying of water-
borne or water-related diseases
is an Indian. Question therefore
arises whether the residents of
the vilia%e lacking drinking
water facility could take up the
matter in a judicial forum on

their own behalf and on the
eneral issue ol denial of clean
rinking water, as a fundamen-
tal human right?

The issue of environmental
pollution, and impact on health
of the communal has been facil-
itated in the [WT. The Interna-
tional Water Tribunal (IWT) is
an independent forum for adju-
dicating water issues, initiated
by 11 environmental organisa-
tion in the Netherlands and
supported by approximately 90
European environmental or-

anisations. This is funded by

utch Government and non-
governmental urEanlﬁatinns
and to some extent by the Green

arty in Germany and has been
ﬁearing petitions from several
communities in Europe, Israel.
The IWT jury is composed of In-
dependent Fanelists, assisted
by a group of experts in the field
nF economics, international
environmental law, biology ge-
ology, public health. resources
assessment and ecology. The
cases listed by the IWT must be
scientifically documented and

resented in writing to the jury.
}lj‘he plaintiff and defendant are
invited to argue their case be-
fore the tribunal. IWT judge-
ments determine responsibility
and make recommendations to
responsible parties to end unac-
ceptable practices.

In India, the environment
lobby has been actively pursu-
ing cases of water pollution and
other environment related
cases in the legal forum with
considerable success, but the
question of human right and
linkage with health hazards
has not been taken up. Such

cases would be fit to be taken up
with scientific factual data that
establishes an evidence to de-
rive at a conclusive relation
and impact of use of polluted
water on the residents of the ef-
fected a area, and establish a
case for justifiable human and
fundamental "right to life” and
health as a charge on the ad-
ministration.

An other non-medical care
health related question that is
worth pondering is why are
some people healthy and others
not in the same or similar envi-
ronment. The determinants of
health it is asserted of popula-
tion could also lie in the social
and economic environment, ex-
ternal to the health-care-sys-
tem, that exert a major and po-
tentially modifiable influence
on the health of populations
through biological channels
that are now beginning to be
understood. Studies show that,
one such factor could be 1) job
hierarchy correlated with mor-
tality. It is observed that as
employment grade or rank in-
crease, morlality rate declines.
2) Another factor is changes in
individual lifestyles and risk
factor modification . leading to
interaction between the social
environment and the individu-
als and variations in health
arising from different life-cycle
stages. 3) Life cycle is also re-
lated to the economic status

sitively related to increase in
ﬁﬂ: exceptionally.

The scientist researchers
advocate following changes in
the health care policies 1) the
integration of opulation
health and cost elfective ac-

Health and Human Rights: An Inseparable Synergy

countability into self regulat-
ing function of the medical
Emfessinn; and 2] development
y the local government of a
system, so that expenditure
caps on medical care, are linked
to health status of lation.
3) availability of health-related
information for preventive
hca_ll_%lh Emﬁeﬂidu beyond regu
at is . -
lating the medical profession to
ensure population hellﬁ:.chuuut-
comes, it also uires drg
public pol rmﬂn on path
improving health that reaches
beyond medical care. For the
health policy to become more
than health care policy. corre-
sponding statistical systems
will be necessary to provide the
informational foundations to
all concerned; e.g. an overall
measure ol health status (not
only mortality) with reference
to other indicators such as
Gross Domestic Product or Con-
sumer Price Index and other
environmental factors such as
levels of pollution purity of
water and foodstuff. Leading to
a basis for organised thinking.
There are difficulties in assess-
ing status of health on popula-
tion at large rather than indi-
viduals, that are an abstract
and difficult health concept,.
and often difficult to measure.
The multiple determinants
of health do describe important
issues involved in transforma-
tion to a population health per-
spective, but certain indices be
worked out that may help in
identifying the areas of acute
deprivation and wvulnerable
communities that need special
attention of the policy plan-
ners. With cooperation of medi-
cal practitioner, and social sci-
entist an integral framework
may be worked out for health as
parameter for human right and
right to life that is productive
and viable, — Mandira
The author is a former Sec-
retary to Government of India.

deserted road. One develops

an instinct for these things
and I was beginning to get
nervous about the car behind,
which had been following for
some time. The next thing I
knew another vehicle pulled out
in front. My worst fears were
about to be realised.
Surrounded by masked
gunmen, resistance seemed fu-
tile and 1 allowed myself to be
dra%ﬁed out of the car.

rown on the ground, a gun
to my head, 1 was blindfolded
with a hessian hood, searched.
then led into the woods. It ap-
peared to be a classic Kidnap-
ping, or so — defenceless, dis-
orientated and terrified — 1
hoped. But af least for the mo-
menti. still alive,
knew my colleagues were stidl
with me. but then we wefe sepa-
rated.

Lying face down in the
pouring rain, | tried to control
my breathing. | knew the rules:
don't struggle, but don't appear
too compliant. | wondered it I
should try to ease the hood off
my head, but then I heard a
shout, and a shot. Cooperate:
don't make trouble. I knew what
was going to happen next, as 1
was again manhandled and led
off to a waiting truck. I was
shivering, soaked to the skin,
but finally free.

It was all just an exercise. 1
was in the English countryside,
undergoing a training course
for journalists visiting danger-
ous places: News Risk Assess-
ment in Hostile Countries. It
was only role pla%r. but it
demonstrated one of the first
things you learn in the field:
there's no mileage in heroics.

ame— =iz =

Ihad a bad feeling about this

Initially, 1 .

Is Truth the First Casualty?

Newsgathering organisations in the West are incre_,asirngly trying to train their cor-
respondents to handle themselves in places where their lives may be in d‘anger. A Gemini
News Service correspondent reports on his experience of one such training programme,
and on what difference it might make to coverage of the more troubled areas of the world.
Peter Moszynski writes from London

When confronted by men with
guns, so what they say. They
can get very unhappy if you
don't. and that can really spoil
your day.

Truth is the first casualty of
war, and journalists are in-
creasingly targets themselves.
Manyv media companies now try
to train stafl to cope better in
dangerous situations: war
zones, civil unrest and other
hostile environments. Training
newsgatherers visiting high
risk areas is a growth industry:
mosl organisations now find it
essential for insurance pur-
pOSEs.

After some years working in
Africa 1 have been in a lair
share of hostile places: wars,
coups. civil disturbances, hu-
manitarian emergencies, as
well as encnunierin%lhe regular
difficulties posed by extreme
climates and venomous critters.

So Britain's National Union
of Journalists chose me to as-
sess the training and to see how
it matched up to the real thing.

The week-long residential
course had formal classroom
sessions, interspersed with
hands-on training in the field,
set-piece "scenarios” like the
kidnapping. It covered areas
from battlefield first aid to
post-traumatic stress disorder.

from vehicle security to mine-
fields, ballistics and impro-
vised explosives. The trainers,
were former marine comman-
dos with extensive experience ol
surviving in extreme condi-
tions, The training was mili-
taristic, involving weapons
awareness, f[ields of fire, safe
zones, dead ground. but included
useful self-preservation tech-
nigues such as exiting vehicles
cdught 1 firefights (since they:
atiract fire) and the size of the
backblast from antitank
weapons (30 metres, in the case
of the ex-Soviet RPG7).

The course also covered sur-
vival in extreme climates. civil
disturbances and personal pro-
tective equipment. It demon-
strated how easy it is for re-
porters and camera crews to re-
semble combatants. and the
striking similarity between a
TV camera and an anti-tank
missile.

Is it better to stand oul as a
non-combatant by wearing dis-
tinctive clothing and equip-
ment, or risk drawing sniper
fire from troops who often de-
liberately target the press? As
civilians routinely comprise 20
per cent of casualties in modern
warfare, it might be safer to be
mistaken for a soldier than to
draw attention by wearing
bright colours.

But it's not always easy to
tell who one's enemies really
are. The first time I went to
Uganda, | had l]ust escaped an
attack and a four-hour truck
chase by remnants of Idi Amin's
defeated army, and was much
relieved to come upon a
government checkpoint. The
greeting | received slightly sur-
prised me. The first soldier,
calmly and ostentatiously,
cocked his assault rifle, belore
pressing its muzzle to my nose.
"And what have you got lor me,
muzungu?’, he enquired menac-
ingly.

Forewarned is forearmed
and a colleague’'s had advised
me to “bring soap for the sol-
diers”, 1 had grave doubts about
this strategy, so rather hesi-
tantly. 1 announced, gently

ushing the AK 47 out ol my
ace: "For you, my friend, | have
a piece of soap.” | was greatly
relieved, although still some-
what surprised. when the man
left, quite happily. with his ill-
gotten gains. These days | never
go to such places without sev-
eral spare cartons of cigarettes
to win friends and inifluence
people,

Such advice is certainly
useflul for journalists. and the
course was an invaluable source
of such information for begin-
TIers.

But it does beg the question
of what such people are doing in
complex situations, where they
often find themselves out of
their depth, reporting on issues
beyond their comprehension.

Newsgatherers not only have
to survive in hostile areas, they
also need to conduct responsi-
ble journalism in areas where
the llt:s of war often sharply cur-
tails the ability to huill(?an ac-
curate picture of events.

Recent technological ad-
vances have led to what some
commentators have called a
"supermarket of war video~
where events are presented
merely as spectacle.

Commercial pressures have
led to a decrease in the number
of regional bureaus and special-
ist reporters with detailed local
knowledge An increased re-
liance on 'firefighters” — gen-
eralist journalists often wvirtu-
ally parachuted into war zones
— has greatly reduced many
news organisations’ analytical
depth. Coupled with an in-
creased demand for real time
news coverage, this often result
sin a media stampede into the
most recent hotspots.

This trend towards instant
reporting (sometimes referred
to as the "CNN factor’) often
precludes serious analysis and

verification. The New York-
based camegie Commission on
Preventing Deadly Conllict, es-
tablished in 1994 to assist the
media to play a role 1 prevent-
ing mass violence, is allempt-
ing to redress the balance,
commissioning research into
journalism and conflict and

roducing a range of free book-
els on the subject.

In its latest report: "Profes-
sionalism in War Reporting: A
Correspondent's View”, Tom
Gjelten argues that impartial
reporting goes beyond l'!lfl'tﬂ?!

iving each side its say. He calls
or more explanation and anal-
ysis and argues that the news
media need to improve their
coverage of war, peacekeeping
and humanitarian assistance.

The training | experienced
might perha[i:s equip journal-
ists to see a little way through
the fog. It might even help them
empathise with those who live
their lives under these condi-
tions.

But it could also encourage
news organisations to concen-
trate even more on their “fire-
fighters'. And throughout. what
is ignored is the fact the local
journalists, with longer experi-
ence and clearer awareness of
the situation on the ground,
might provide the context
which turns reporting of con-
flict into more than just an-
other story of death and disas-
ter into something that reflects

the country. and the people con-
cerned.

The writer is a British free-
lance journalists who has spent
most of his working life report-
ing in Africa.
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Deculturing Hartals

by Alif Zabr

ARTAL is a culture. A new

culture is not easy to

nurture and develop. It is
a slow and evolutionary
process. once it is mentally
accepted (same for style,
fashion). Hartal have many
binding and auxiliary forces
(which change the cultural
environment for adaptability).

Any social change is a com-

lex process. involving many
actors, human and infrastrue-
tural. A culture has roots. To
contain or remove an undesir-
able culture, the roots, every
strand of it, have to be removed.
Is it an easy and quick process?

A major political party has
dramatically announced to re-
nounce hartal as a political
weapon and not call for hartals
in the future — even while in the
Opposition. It is a noble gesture.
But mere declaration and con-
tinuous repetition will not dis-
suade hartals. There are several
implications in this decision or
proposal. which have to be ex-
amined and sorted out, for oth-
ers to understand, accept, and
follow.

To undertake this huge task
of conversion to normal be-
haviour, of a habit deeply em-
bedded in the society inside dif-
ferent professions, and trade
bodies. the political leaders
have to take the initiative. Po-
litical, hartals is just one aspect
of the whole spectrum, but
politicians. have the power to
provide the lead or innovation,
which is later followed by other
groups, according to the
trickle-down’" process observed
in other fields also (technology.
trends, fashion and style, dress,
la n%_l.l:age. mores).

e hartal virus from poli-
tics has infected other areas of
the society. The anti-hartal
campaign has many dimen-
siniis. The trade union sirikes
bepan sometimes after the start
of the industrial revolution as
the lactory work forces in hu-
man resources provided
tremendous concentration of
power for manipulation. ex-
ploitation and bargaining.

Hartals can hardly be con-
trolled or contained by mere pi-
ous announcemernts and thun-
derous rhetorics. and then hope
for the best, because one person
or one party or group is not in-

volved Today politics has be-
corie a very sensitive issue af-
fecting all citizens, ineluding
those who are not political ac-
tivists. The no-hartal call is
naturally fetttng_ political
mileage and publicity out of
this resolution or propaganda
(the real nature will be revealed
later. involuntarily). This con-
cept is at present in the proposal
stage; hence it has to be treated
as such.

First the co-workers have to
be won over inside the organi-
sation, at all the hierarchical
stages; then the roots outside in
the society have to be pulled out
one by one (use an insecticide,

~pesticide, or antibiotic?) so that

the hartal concept is 'neu

tralised' through proper moti-
vational campaigns (it has
similarity with the No-Smok-
ing campaign in which billions
of dollars are involved glob-
ally).

This campaign will need the
involvement of the "hartal lead-
ers' in the other sectors (trade
and labour unions, associa-
tions. student bodies, etc) at the
tlop-level decision-making,
planning and decontamination
programmes. Unilateral deci-
sion is impractical, and may
not work. The idea is good, and
all welcome it. How to imple-
ment it? Removing political
hartal is not the end but the be-
ginning of a cleansing process
in entrenched mind-set of de-
faulting sectors.

Each person interviewed
publicly will denounced hartal,
regardless of political or apolit-

ical affiliation. Such publicit
is futile. To remove a undesir-
able habit, a substitution has to

‘be provided, as in kicking the

smoking habit (suck some-
thing).

One readily available substi-
tute is hunger strike. It has
many advan s, as it does not
disrupt the work ar activities of
others. It is a sort of moral and

hysical sacrifice or suffering
Ey the agitators. This tendency

to resort to hunger strike is

a in our society.
T Geiad s e o

must be willing to suifer and
make sacrifices, without dis-
turbing others in day-to-day
life. I idual human rights in
daily life cannot be tampered

with for long, otherwise the
grumbiles will build up.
3 Political he;:tal lﬁaa taken
eep root in the tical -
ch:?‘l‘h: seed has E:cn t':l.lltf:gtl
and nurtured by all parties, and
the fallouts have been severe.
The hartal tree is now as big as
an oak tree. How a simple single
resolution from one party or
organisation can make this tree
vanish into thin air?

What is the :
Where is the detailed project
paper. the different phases. the
implementation, coordinating
and monitoring agencies? Who
have been trained to do the
deculturing assignment? One
has to go into the details before
claiming success simply with
an idea. The idea has to be sold
to the hartal mongers and their
attitude change voluntarily. It
is along-term project, to be
planned scientilically, to ren-
der the resident virus ineffec-
tive,

Technically — applying the
energy principle to a system —
how much energy is required to
remove some evil force some-
thin‘f from a system long em-
bedded in the society? The ad-
ditional energy required is pro-
portional to the energy input
injected earlier and therealter
stored potentially to generate
hartals. Hartal is a mass
movement containing huge po-
tential and kinetic energies,
which have to be dissipated
properly (without short-circuit-
ing, which invite retaliation!).
Sermons have low-energy con-
tent.

The mentality has to be re-
oriented — not an easy task in
an undisciplined society wal-
lowing in poverty and illiter-
acy. The whole operation has to
be planned properly (with con-
sensus) because human and
psychological issues are in-
volved, in the order of lakhs of
people engaged in hartal cam-
paigns. Another vital question:
what are the guarantee and the
punishment if the no-hartal
principle is revoked unilater-
ally at a future date due to 'cir-
curnstances beyond control’, as
the present opposition is claim-
ing. and has threatened non-
stop hartal, to teach their ad- .
versaries some lesson? When
something becomes a weapon,
how to carry cut Lhe de-arma-
mell process? The deterrent
and checks and balances have
to be identified, and activated to
every one's satisfaction. Plati-
tudes will not remove the bane
or hartals.

Therelore the no-hartal con-
cept has to be approached in a
pragmatic manner and the de-
tailed plans ol the project have
to be drawn up for implementa-
tion. by the proposers, and the
public in general, A national
consensus appears to be manda-
tory. First consensus, then talk
about 'no-hartal.

The concept of 'freedom’ is
also illusory after two decades,
as we could not handle the con-
sequences in a practical man-
ner. Time and again we have
failed lo separate reality Irom
dream.

genetic resources in domesti-

cated animals. Native
breeds, which are well-adapted
to adverse climatic conditions
and disease, are being lost due
to misdirected crossbreeding
with exotic stock, indiscrimi-
nate crossing between native
stocks, and slaughter of ani-
mals for urban consumption
and export. '

Native to India are 26 breeds
of cattle and eight breeds of buf-
falo; 42 breeds of sheep and 20
breeds of goat; eight breeds of
camel and six breeds of horses;
17 breeds of domestic fowl, in
addition to native pigs, mithun,
and yak.

e country’s world share of
genetic wealth in sheep, goat
and cattle is around 20 per cent,
33 per cent and 16.5 per cent, re-
spectively and it has one-ninth
nlfm‘:he germplasm of cattle
breeds in the world.

The irony is that even as na-
tive animal breeds are on the
verge of extinction in their
home country, central Ameri-
can countries, southern states
in the US, Mexico, Brazi]l, Mau-
ritius, West Indies and Aus-
tralia have cottoned on to their
value, taken samples of their
tissues and some of them have
even patented them. And today
these countries are selling
germplasm from Indian breeds
to India for a profit!

Crossbreeding programmes

INDIA is losing its wealth of

are misfiring in India primar-
ily because of an inherent mis-
understanding of what consti-
tutes a "good breed,” says P N
Bhat, officer on special duty at
the country's premier Indian
Council of Agricultural Science
(ICAR), New Delhi. As the adap-
tation of native breeds to Indian
conditions comes with a cost:
low productivity, it is assutned
that introduction of genes from
exotic breeds would raise
productivity levels.

The fact that breeds — a se-
lected group of animals of the
same species, with distinctive
inheritable traits — have
adapted to local needs and con-
ditions over thousands of years
and in this period, genes for
many fitness traits have been
tested has been entirely missed,

The result: the semen (or
sermplasm) of 'elite’ indigenous
greads like Hariana,
Tharparkar, Gir, Sindhi and
Sahiwal and exotic breeds like
Jersey, Brown Swiss and Hol-
stein used extensively for cross-
ing with native breeds has led
less to the propagation of exotic
breeds but more to the loss of
many native breeds, some of
whom are now (ruly endan-
gered.

Contrary to all beliefs and
expectations, these imported
breeds have not really adapted
to their new environment and
their performance over genera-
tions has actually declined. The

A Requiem for Vanishing Animal Breeds

by Indira Khurana

The fact that breeds — a selected group of animals of the same species, with distinctive inheritable traits —
have adapted to local needs and conditions over thousands of years and in this period, genes for many fitness
traits have been tested has been entirely missed.

—_

import of exotic germplasm has
also resulted in the import of
cattle diseases, many of which
are fatal.

"It is not sheer coincidence
that increased mortality due to
foot-and-mouth disease has co-
incided with the import of for-
eign germplasm,” says
Nivsarkar. O S Tomer, director
at the National Dairy Research
Institute, Karnal.

On the other hand, the
preservation of the genetic pu-
rity of the 26 well defined
breeds of cattle in India, consti-
tuting around 18 per cent of the
country's total cattle popula-
tion, has also failed. Because of
random crossbreeding and
breed substitution, 60-80 per
cent of India's livestock falls in
the non-descript category.

The native Zebu %EGS indi-
cus), the Siri cattle of Sikkin,
the local cattle of Himachal
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh
[excellent for draught work at
high altitudes], the cattle of As-
sam and Bengal (useful for agri-
cultural operations on small
holdings and terraces) and the
Hariana breed (renowned in ru-

ral north India for its draught
power and milk production,
specially in its native tract in
Haryana and adjoining areas of
Rajasthan, Punjab and Uttar
Pradesh), the Ongole cattle of
Andhra Pradesh are facing the
eflects of genetic dilution, ac-
cording to studies done b{ the
National Bureau of Animal Ge-
netic Resources (NBAGR] at
Karnal. Haryana.

B K Joshi, principal scientist
al NBAGR, believes that this
trend can be reversed if atten-
tion is paid to selection of supe-
rior dams and bulls for cross-
ing; increasing the number of
pure-bred females available for
Eerpetuatinn of the breed and

eeping adequate semen of su-

perior bulls.
Alarmingly, India's buffalo
breeds — Murrah and Nili-Ravi

in Haryana and Punjab, Jaf-
frabadi, the Bhadawari breed of
Uttar Pradesh, Surti and
Mehsana in Gujarat, the Nag-
puri in Maharashtra and
Andhra Pradesh, * the
Bhadawari and the Toda breeds
raised in the Nilgiri hills and
the wild Asiatic buffalo in the

Kaziranga reserve [orest in As-
sani and other northeaslern
hill states — are also heading
towards extinction.

Possessing the best buflalo
germplasm in the world, the de-
cline is bound to hit India eco-
nomically.

Another disturbing trend is
increase in number of high-
vielding buffaloes sent to
slaughter houses for rt of
beef. Rather than keep a buffalo
whose yield declines over time,
affluent farmers find this a
more viable proposition.

Smaller hoofed animals like
goats and sheep also stand
threatened by indiscriminate
crossbreeding and lack of atten-
tion. The native breeds of
Jammu and Kashmir, the Ga-
role, the micro sheep ol the
Sunderbans in West Bengal
(who can stand in six inches of
water without getting the foot
rot), the Nilgiri sheep of Tamil
Nadu. Muzaffarnagari sheep
native - to  western Uttar
Pradesh, the Malpura, Chokla
and Jaisalmeri in Rajasthan,
the Munjal from Haryana: the
Changthangi and Tibetan from

the higher Himalayan ranges,
and the Bonpala from Sikkim
are declining in numbers.

The fate of the poultry is not
better. The Kadaknath, a deli-
cious table bird supposed to
contain more protein than any
other chicken in the world has
completely disappeared.

Strategies need to be worked
out and implemented immedi-
ately if India is to benefit from
conservation. Setting up spe-
cialised breeding farms, preler-
ably in the native tracts, main-
taining a balance between ge-
netic variability and purity,
crealing awareness among
farmers and giving them assis-
tance in the form of know-how
and funds should be uppermost
on the agenda.

Since many breeds are en-
dangered and resources limited,
some sensible criteria will have
to be adopted for conservation.
The first step is to make an in-
ventory and decide on priori-
ties. As breed societies are prac-
tically non-existent in India, it
is necessary to establish the
number of livestock and poul-
try breeds available, their de-

mography and geographical
distribution belfore setting
about to conserve thermn.
According to NBAGR this
will take 10 years, by which
time India may have lost many
breeds. But it is vital that it be
done all the same. Storing
germplasm in genebanks. de-
veloping transgenic forms and
identification of rare genes for
propagation and commerciali-
sation should also be attempted.
Scientists at the NBAGR
stress on Lhe need lor govern-
ment policy planning to cover
all aspects of biodiversity. "If
we can have an Act for forest
protection and wildlife protec-
tion, why not have an Act on
protection of domestic animal
genetic resources?" they ask.
Sadly, the Convention of
Biological Diversity, while
clearly accepting each country's
sovereignty over its genetic re-
sources, has yet to come up with
solutions on implementation
and verifications of the origins.
"Implementation, or the ‘do-

"how,' is certainly going to be a

problem,” predicts M S Swami-
nathan, chairperson of the M 5
Swaminathan Research Foun-
dation, Chennai. "How are de-
veloping countries going to
prove that a particular physical
trait is the result of a gene that
is specific to their country? —a
particularly major problem for
India, which has little docu-
mentation of genes peculiar to

India breeds.

Also, there has hardly been
any concerted effort in increas-
ing the awareness about the im-
portance of Indian farm ani-
mals. Of the total power re-
quired for agricultural opera-
tions. only 12 per cent comes
from tractors. the rest comes
from animals, which are a re-
newable source of energy, Un-
fortunately, it has never oc-
curred to the administrative
and political leadership to put
in greater effort to harness this
POWET .

The interests of the people
and national interests are not
at variance. But unless people
are involved and policy chanp‘{;&
worked out, little is going to
achieved. While other countries
are making sustainable use of
animal resources and reapin
benefits from patenting genes o
breeds they claim to be from
their own stocks. India will los-
ing out if it cannol manage its
own domestic animal genetic
resources.

What is the point of signin
the Convention on Biologica
Diversity {CBD)? The fate of its
animal genetic resources may
soon go the way of basmati rice
and neem, whose products,
patented by developed coun-
tries, have brought in huge prof-
its for transnationals.
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