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Victoria cave 1n to Abahani seam
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DID U' KNOW?

(The Professor does)

HAT there are two kinds of °

rallying. The first Iis
international professional
rally, which is a test of
endurance and speed over great

distances and in more
challenging. conditions than
those provided by a controlled,
closed course. Some e that
the first automobile
competitions in the 1890s were
rallies rather than races. Pro-
fessional international rally-
ists now use what essentially
are %umranin cars, and rallies
are held in deserts and other
forms of rough terrain in many
places, including Africa and
Australia. Perhaps the most
famous traditional rally is the
Monte-Carlo, which began in
1911. Each year it begins in dif-
ferent European cities, with the
vehicles converging on Monte-
Carlo, Monaco. Though some
track racers have also been
rallyists, most drivers spe-
cialise in this form of racing
and are not well known to the
Puhlic. despite their skills. Ral-
ies? Cars? We always walk in
our rallies.
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COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN
Competition-108

v/ Tick the Correct Answers
Post to The Duaily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
Dec 26 '98, and draw
shortly afterwards

1 | National cricket team captain
;_*Jnjnul Islam will play this seasoh
or

" Biman [ Mohammedan

2 | Whowon the Premier]
title last season?

Mohammedan | Kalahapan| Abahani

3 | How many teams play in the
Premier cricket league?

10 8 12

4 | How many overs will be played per
side in the Premier-league this

Surjo Tarun
eague cricket

season? :
50 80 100
5 | How many venues will be used for
. { the Premier league this year?
__IDne Two Three
BAME. covonicviviniinnsnn tsssagy -
Class ......... Roll No. ..........

School Address .............
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Phone: (If any) .............
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David Platt
(Former England soccer

coach) -
"It is a sensation | guite like

because it brings the best out of

mhnerhdn;meduw

doria coach.
NBL volleytall

WDBSC clinch |
third spot

Sports Reporter
Water Development Board

rts Club ) clinched
e third position defeating

Bﬂlﬂb&h Police 3-0 in their
fi of the Natiomal Bank
Premier Division volleyball
league encounter at the court
adjacent to the Bangabandhu
National Stadiuin on Friday.
In a lop-sided affair, WDBSC
won the %.rat game 15-9. But
they faced little resistance from
Police in the next two sets (15-4,
15-5). With this win Water De-
velopment Board finished with
23 points on completion of
their nine league ents.
Earlier, Ba esh Rifles

become unbeaten champions |
while Titas, who 0st to Rifles

in the league deciding match,
finished runners-up.

Army emerge

champions
MUNSHIGANJ, Dec 19:
Bangladesh Army emerged
champion in the B u

Smriti volleyball tournament
defeating the Titas club 15-7,
15-5. 15-4 points in the final
played today at the district sta-
dium, reports BSS.
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I Scene from yesterday's

Sharma shrugs off Wari

"Holders Abahani Krira
Chakra cruised to their third
successive win while runners-
up Brothers Union -squeezed
past Wari Club in the
Janakantha Premier Cricket
League played at different city
venues yesterday.

abandhu Na-

At the Bang
tional Stadium, right-arm

seamer Hasibul Hossain re-
turned with his second succes-
sive four-wicket haul to guide
Abahani to a 39-run win over

Victoria Sporting Cluh.

Away at the Dhanmondi
Cricket Stadium, former Indian
Test all-rounder Sanjeev
Sharma slammed an unbeaten
76 to inspire Brothers Union to
a sensational one-wicket vic-
tory over giant-slayers Wari
Club. The Delhi-based cricketer
played the role of a saviour as
Brothers Union, resuming the
day at 50 for six in 17 overs,
reached the victory target in
76.3 overs.

Hot on the heels of their
squeaky passage against Victo-
ria, whom the Gopibagh outfit
defeated by two runs, Brothers
were in deep trouble, needing
148 runs in 63 overs.

Sharma, who came to bat at
number nine with Brothers
Union struggling to avoid their
first league defeat on 78 for
eight in only 28 overs. shared a
valuable 64-run partnership for
the ninth wicket with Shah-
newaz Kabir. The pair was bro-
ken at 152 in the 56th over
when Shahnewaz was out on 26
caught by Pakistani Tareque
Mahmood off a Nasim Ahmed
delivery.

In his 100-minute vigil at
the crease, Shahnewaz faced 83
balls for his patient 26, which
included three fours.

After Shahnewaz's depar-

ture, Sharma., a regular cus-

tomer in the Dhaka leagile;
shared another undefeated 48-
run partnership in the Iast
wicket stand with Shafiuddin
to take the Gopibagh outfit
safely home from what could
have been a miserable defeat.

Sharma. who stayed at the
«rease for more than three
hours, faced 154 balls. which’
saw nine sweetly-timed hits
across the

His last-wicket partner
Shafiuddin Ahmed-was not out
on 10 when Brothers finally
won the match in the 68th over.

For Wari, who defeated Kal-
abagan Krira Chakra by 58 runs
in their previous match, it was
a disappointing day after a
brilliant start on Friday.

There was more disap-
ointment for Wari's Pakistani
eft-arm spinner Amir Wasim,
who gave his side big hopes of a
win by taking four wickets on
Lthe first day to restrict Brothers
Union to 50 for six in 17 overs.
Although he finished with a
live-wicket haul, giving away
only 29 runs in 16 overs. his el-
forts came to naught as Wari
lost the match in the end .

For Abahani, it was rather

Habib’s triple
delight

Sports Reporter
Ahsan Habib clinched triple
crown in the Agrani Bank Bijoy
Dibash badminton tournament
that concluded at the National
Sports Council wooden-floor
sium yesterday.
Ahsan, who clinched the
boys' singles title of under-14
e-group defeating Raisuddin
15-2, 13-15. 15-7 in the final,
went on win the doubles of un-
der-14 and under-16 paring
with Mazedul and Mashrafi re-

spccuv:gr.
Wahida Haqhwun the girls’
singles final of the under-1

oup defeating Rujmina Ha
1-9, 11-1. While Maru
clinched the boys' under- 16 title

| with a straight set (15-9, 15-9)

win against Mashrafi.

Sports Reporter

an easier task against Victoria.
Defending a fighting total of
289 in 80 overs, two seamers
Hasibul and Niamur Rashid
shared seven wickets to shoot
out their lowly-rated counter-
parts for 250 in 76.3 overs.
After Hasibul gave Abahani

an early breakthrough, remov-
inﬁ opener and captain Mus-
tadir Litu in the fifth over, it
was Niamur Rashid, who came
oul with his explosive seam to
take three wickets in the space

Azam Iqgbal i S 16 O

Result: Abahani won by 39
runs

Brothers Union v Wari Club

Venue: Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium

WARI CLUB INNINGS: 197
all out in 61.2 overs (Anup 25,
Sajib 24; A Hanif 4/43, Hasan
3/18).

BROTHERS UNION IN-
NINGS: Overnight 50 for six in
70 overs

e

league match yesterday.

of eight overs to see Victoria
reeling at 51 for four.

Hasibul than ripped through
the tail to finish with four for
61 from 14.3 overs. But credit
must not be taken away from
Niamur who bowled ten overs

including five maidens and
conceded only 18 runs for his
three victims.

Apart from the pacers, ofl-
spinner Saidul Islam took two
wickets for 26 runs from his 16
tight overs.

For Victoria, number six Im-
ran Ahmed topscored with 61
while lower middle-orders Sab-
bir Khan and Ayaz Jilani
chipped in with 46 and 39 re-
spectively.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboards of the two
Janakantha Premier Division
cricket league matches con-
cluded at different city venues
yesterday:

Abahani v Victoria SC

-(Venue: Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium)

ABAHANI INNINGS:
Overnight 289 for 9 in 80 overs
(Azam an 100*, Naimur 47,
Nuruzzaman 37, Niamur 27; Al-
Amin 4/59)

VICTORIA SC INNINGS
Moniruzzaman ¢ Nuruzzaman

b Niamur 24
M Litu b Hasibul 5
Marwar lbw b Niamur (4
Aftab b Saidul 11

Shawkat ¢ Nuruzzaman b Niamur 5
Imran st Nuruzzaman b Naimur 61
Sabbir Khan ¢ M Rana b Hasibul 46

A Zilani ¢ & b Saidul 309
Jewel ¢ Naimur b Hasibul 21
Al-Amin ¢ Igbhal b Hasibul 8
Zakir not out 3
Extras: (b-6.; Ib-5, nb-3, w-7) 21
Total: (all out in 76.3 overs) 250

Fall of wkts: 1/16: 2/31:
3/38;4/51:5/68; 6/146: 6/146;
7/204; 8/228; 9/235; 10/250
Bowler

O M R W

Hasibul 14.3 2 61 4
Igbal 11 2 3B 0O
iamur 10 5 18 3
Saidul 6 2 2 2
M Rana 11 1 43 0
Naimur 9 1 39 |

Victoria middle-order batsman Imran drives Abahani’s
left-arm spinner Masud in their Janakantha Premier

— Star photo

Shahriar ¢ & b A Wasim 18
Ehsanul ¢ Anup b Montu 1
Jahangir ¢ A Rahman b A Wasim 10
Sanwar c Zahid b A Wasim 0
S Hossain b Nasim 0
K Mahmud ¢ T Mahmood b A Wasim 4

A Hanif ¢ A Rahman b AWasim 15
Hasan b T Mahmood 3
S Sharma not out 76

: i
SHARMA ... 'ono
Shanewaz ¢ T Mahmaox! b Nasim 26
Shafiuddin not out 10
Extras: (b-B, Ib-5, nb-5. w-19) 37
Total: {for 9 wkts in 68 overs) 200

Fall of wkts: 1/10: 2/40:
3/40; 4/42;: 5/46;: 6/50: 7/78B:
8/78:9/152
Bowler O M R W
A Wasim 16 6 29 5
Montu 16 2 44 1
T Mahmood 14 0 46 1
Z Solaiman 5 1 16 0
Nasim 16 3 49 4.
Salauddin 1 0 3 0

Result: Brothers Union won
by one wicket:

TODAY'S MATCHES

Janakantha Premier Divi-
sion Cricket League:

Mohammedan SC v Ajax SC

(Bangabandhu National
Stadium)

Kalabagan KC v ani Bank

[]31"15543'*}g e

First Division chess league matches.

— Star photo

. Sports Reporter
Bangladesh Krira Shiskha

Protisthan (BKSP) once again

established their monopoly in
the national youth hockey
championship when the coun-
try's lone sports institute lifted
the title for the fﬂtlﬁﬁh cuns:cu-f
tive occasion at the expense o
Dhaka DSA.

BKSP blanked Dhaka 3-0 in
the final of the 17th edition of
the meet at the Moulana
Bhasani Stadium yesterday. .

The six-time champions led
the first half 2-0.

Centre forward Kutubuddin
opened the account in the 13th
minute from a penalty corner.
Maksud doubled the 11
minutes later from a nice field
gl::a] while Rahul Kanti sealed
the one-sided affair shooting
home the third goal midway
through the second session.
Meanwhile, Dhaka Educa-
tion Board won the third place
deciding match with a 5-0
whitewash of Faridpur DSA
with Selim notching two goals

" in the second half.

Mohammed Ali opened the

flood-gate in the second minute
before Rubel added the second
shortly after the breather. Rai-
han scored the fourth goal in
the 53rd minute.

President of the Bangladesh
Hockey Federation (BHF) Air
Vice arshal Jamal udilin
Ahmed later distributed prizes.

ROLL OF HONOUR
Champions Runners-up

Dhaka Faridpur
Dhaka Dhaka Edu Bd
Dhaka Edu Bd Dhaka
Dhaka Edu Bd Dhaka
Dhaka Metro Dhaka
Dhaka Dhaka Edu Bd
Faridpur Jessore
Patuakhali BKSP
BKSP Dhaka
BKSP Dhaka
Dhaka Faridpur
Faridpur Dhaka
Dhaka BKSP
BKSP Dhaka
BKSP Dhaka
BKSP Faridpur
BKSP Dhaka
Division I chess
Leonine zero-in on

the championship

Sports Reporter

Defcndlng champions Leo-
nine Chess Club maintained a
slender lead over title-con-
tenders Bangladesh Biman on
completion of the penultimate
round of the First Division
chess league at the National
Sports Council Chess Room yes-
terday.

Leonine won their twelfth
round encounter against Ka-
malapur SKS by 3-1 points to
increase their tally to 40 points,
one point clear from Biman,
who were leadirig the match by
2.5-0.5 points against Titas
Club till the filing of this re-
port. There was a controversy
in the game between Biman's
IM Ziaur Rahman and Titas's
Enamul Hossain Rajib and the
result remained undecided.

When contacted, Sujauddin,
the general secretary of
Bangladesh Chess Federation,
declined to give any details last
night as to why the result of the
match was withheld.

Biman's International Mas-
ter Reefat-bin-Sattar and FIDE
Master Tahmidur Rahman won
their boards against Titas's
Saifuddin Lovlu and ebur
Rahman Sumon while the other

match between IM Abdullah Al-

Rakib and Ruhul Kabir Shiplu

ended in a draw.

Titas Club are still in third

with 32 points.

‘The final round will be
layed today at the same venue
rom 3 pm.

-
More fog in
~ |
Faisalabad

ISLAMABAD, Dec 19: Zim-
babwe brightened their chances
of recording their first series
victory away from home after
fog prevented play for the third
successive day in the third and
final cricket Test against Pak-
:;atan in Fa.iiaflaba on Satur-

y, reports AP.
Although the fog was not
dense, poor light forced umpires
Dough Cowie and Salim Badar
to rule to play shortly after
noon. Dense fog had denied play
on the first two days.

Zimbabwe lead the three-
match series 1-0 after winning
the first test by seven wickets.
The second Test was also
marred by dense fog at Lahore
as 13 hours were lost in the
drawn game due to poor visibil-
ity.

Rain ruins 2nd
day also

DUNEDIN, New Zealand, Dec
19 (Reuters/Internet): Steady
rain again on Saturday led to
the abandonment of play for
the second day in succession in
the first New Zealand-India
cricket Test. '
Umpires Steve Dunne and
Edward Nicholls, of the West
Indies, .in consultation with
Australian match referee Barry
Jarman, - abandoned play at
2.15 p.m. (0015 GMT).
Play
fore Sunday afternoon.
At best, the Test could be
Ela.yed over two and a half days
ut Fﬂ.lning a result will be vir-
tually impossible.
e second Test ns at the
Basin Reserve in Wellington on
Boxing Day and the third Test

| at Hamilton on January 2.

is unlikely to start be-*| |
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Iran’s ace striker Ali Duaei attempts to shoot in the

e
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Kuwait yesterday. Iran won 2-0.

10-man Iran too good
for Kuwait

BANGKOK, Dec 19
[Reuters/Internet)
» Iran won the
Asian Games
soccer gold medal
J in a canter on

Saturday, beating Kuwait 2-0 in
a game played under the shadow
ol extra security because of US-
led bombing raids on Iraq.

The outcome of the all-Mid-
dle East final, played on the
first day of the holy Muslim
month of Ramadan, was never
in doubt even when the Iranians
had a player sent off late in the
match.

Iran, with most of their
World Cup squad on display,
took control from the start go-
ing into the lead in only the
seventh minute.

Left-wing back Ali Karimi, a
rising 21-year-old star who was
playing in the Iranian Third
Division only a few months
ago, popped up unmarked at the
right hand far post to nod home
a corner which Kuwaiti goal-
keeper Khalid Al-Fahdli should
have kept out.

Kuwait, the Gulf champions,
were missing key goal scorer
Jassem Al-Huwaidi with a
thigh injury and could not
break the firm grip the hard-

working Iranian midfield had
on the game.
Their defence also was in

trouble without kingpin Mo- .

hammed Khakpour.

Iran_extended their lead in
the 27th minute as Karim
Bagheri of German second divi-
sion side Arminia Bielefeld
won yet another ball in mid-
field, charged through a static
Kuwaiti defence and rounded
Al-Fahdli before firing home
from a narrow angle.

Four minutes later, it should
have been all over as Bayern
Munich striker Ali Daei put Ali
Mousavi through, but poor ball
control on a bumpy pitch gave
Al-Fahdli enough time to block
the eventual shot. '

Karimi also went close in the
34th minute as Al-Fahdli again
dithered over whether to come
out for a corner kick, but the
Iranian defender's header was
cleared off the line,

The Iranians eased off in the

"second half, but Kuwait still

could not threaten to score and
19-year-old Farj Laheeb, the
tournament's top scorer, rarely
got a toucf of the ball and never
a chance to add to his nine-goal
tally.

Not even the sending off of
Iran's Mehdi Madhavikia, a

Asian Games footb

— AP/UNB photo

striker playing at wingback
who has interested several Eu-
ropean clubs, helped the
Kuwaiti cause.

Madhavikia was sent off in
the 78th minute after he raised
his leg high in the air to make a
running interception and felled
Kuwait's Ahmad Al-Mutairi,

who was carried off and did not
return.

The Kuwaitis managed to get
into the Iranian penalty area
after that, but still could not
find a move that would threaten
goalkeeper Behzad Gholampur,
who as looked fallible
throughout the tournament.

The Iranians, who never
looked vulnerable after a stun-
ning 4-2 defeat at the hands of
tiny Oman in a second round
group match, happily claimed a
gold medal they last won in
1990 at the Beljing Games when
they were just emerging from a
decade of war against Iraq.

Then, they were underdogs.

On Saturday, they were red-
hot favourites and never looked
like anything else as their well-
organised and skillful side bot-
tled up the Kuwaitis.

China won the bronze medal
’?’K beating Thailand 3-0 in the

ai countryside, 1,000 kms
from Bangkok.

HOBART, Dec 19
(Reuters/ Inter-
net): Mike Ather-
ton batted throu-
gh the opening
| SN | day of England's
four-day match against an Aus-
tralian XI to score his first cen-
tury of the tour on Saturday.

He was in sparkling form,
hitting 18 fours in an unbeaten
154 as the touring team reached
298 for three by the close.

England's top order batted
with growing confidence agai-
nst injury-hit opposition, lo-
sing just one wicket in each of
the three sessions.

Mark Butcher was first to go

for 25 when he pulled Stuart
Law straight to Corey Richards
at square leg after looking good
early on.
ut-of-form John Crawley
made 27 before being caught at
the wicket off part-time seamer
Greg Blewett.
Mark Ramprakash went in
the final session for 65 when he
played on against part-time

“spinner Michael Bevan after an

entertaining innings featuring
a huge six off Law.

Atherton, skippering the
side in the absence of Alec
Stewart, and Ramprakash, one
of the few English batsmen to
have batted consistently well

England’é Michael Atherton (L) calll partner Mark
Ramprakash for a single in their match against the

I Australian Eleven.

— AP/UNB photo

e rediscovers form

during the tour, put on 139 in
just 142 minutes.

The Australian XI's hopes of
making an early breakthrough
were dashed after a series of
bizarre injuries to their bowlers
which started when spinner
Gavin Robertson failed to ap-
pear after suffering a back
spasm.

Paul Reiffel and Michael
Kasprowicz were also taken out
of the attack after -breaking
down du the day.

Reiffel left the field after
straining his groin during his
second over while Kasprowicz

. was forced off when he strained

a hamstring later in the day.

Things got so bad for the
home side that their coach,
former test captain Allan Bor-
der, was forced to deputise for -
Reiffel as the 13th man after the
12th man had been used to re-
place Robertson.

When Kasprowicz departed a
17-year-old local player was
used as a substitute.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the
opening da{'] of the four-day
cricket match between England
Etnd an Australian XI on Satur-

ay:

ENGLAND: First innings

Butcher ¢ Richards b Law 25
Atherton not out 154
Crawely ¢ Gilchrist b Blewett 27
Ramprakash b Bevan 65
Hick not out 14
Extras: (Ib-7, w-2, nb-4) 13

Total: (For three wkits in 95
overs) 298

To bat: Ben Hollioake, War-
ren Hegg, Dominic Cork. Alex
Tudor, Angus Fraser, Peter

Such.,
Fall of wkts: 1-56; 2-125; 3-

265,
Bowler O M R W
Kasprowicz 183 2 67 O
Reiffel 1.3 0 4 0O
Julian 23 5 B8 0
Blewett 20 1 59 1
Law 12 2 4] .1
* Bevan 16 3 47 1
Elliott 3 1 7 0
Lehmann 1 0 10 O
AUSTRALIAN XI
TEAM

Matthew Elliott, Greg Ble-
wett, C Richards, Darren Leh-
mann (captain), Michael Bevan,
Stuart Law, Adam Gilchrist,
Paul Reiffel, Brendon Julian,
Gavin Robertson, Michael Kas-
prowicz.



