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Stewart to miss
Australian XI
match

HOBART, Dec 18 (Reuters/
Internet): Captain Alec Stewarl
will miss England's four-da
match against an Australian XI
cunta.mingH 10 Test players
starting in Hobart on Saturday.

Former captain Michael
Atherton will lead the Aus-
tralian second side while War-
ren Hegg will take over the
wicketkeeping duties.

The match, described b
former Australian captain Al-
lan Border as the "s Test", is
England's last before the fourth
Test starting at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground on December

'E and have rested several

yers for the match in-
:ﬂdfng vice-captain Nasser

Hussain and pace bowlers Dar-
ren Gough and Alan Mullally.

England manager Graham
Gooch said the tourists were
keen to do well ahead of the
Melbourne Test.

"It's a we need to win to
get confidence," Gooch said.

"We need a good performance
so we are in the right heart for
the fourth Test."

The powerful Australian XI
side, which Border is coaching,
includes Matthew Elliott and
Greg Blewett, who have both
scored test centuries against
England. .

ith the quality’ of the
players we've got, it's basically
the sixth Test of the summer."
Border said.

"Our blokes are going to ap-
proach it with that much in-
tensity. They have plenty to
play for. When those little win-
dows open up a bit, these are the
guys who are going to jump
through it."

TEAMS

ENGLAND: Michael Ather-
ton [(captain), Mark Butcher,
John Crawley, Mark Ram-
prakash, Graeme Hick, Ben
Hollioake, Warren Hegg,  Do-
minic Cork, Alex Tudor, Angus
Fraser, Peter Such.

AUSTRALIAN XI: Darren
Lehmann (captain), Adam
Gilchrist, Matthew Elliott, Greg
Blewett, Corey Richards, Stuarl
Law., Michael Bevan, Brendon
Julian, Gavin Robertson, Paul
Paiffe], Michael Kasprowicz

- toes becoming
friends?

BANGKOK, Dec 18 : A joint
North-Sor'!i Korea football
tearn fus d1e 2002 World Cup is a
step closer to becoming reality,
South Korean sources revealed
here Thursday, reports AFP,

Chung Mong-joon, head of
the South's Korean Football As-
sociation and a vice-president
of FIFA, met top official in Py-
ongyang on Monday to discuss
the plan.

Chung cancelled a planned
visit to the Asian Games to go to
the North Korean capital.

"I think we will see a joint
team for 2002," a South Korean
Games official told AFP."
Things are moving in the right
djru:%inn." he adclilégd =

Chung's move to involve the
North in 2002 got an added
boost from FIFA president Sepp
Blatter during a recent visit to
Seoul.

Blatter, who earlier this year
had ruled out any chance of the
North beign involved in the
2002 finals being co-hosted by
South Korea and Japan, has
now softened his stance.

During his visit he said that
while it was not possible to
change FIFA statutes to allow
North Korea to formally host
games, if the South as co-hosts
made its own contacts with the
North, FIFA would not close the
door.

"We are open to any dia-
logue,” said Blatter.

Blatter also revealed that he
would visit the North next year
~and he is expected to discuss
their possible involvement in
the World Cup.

Chung is hoping the creation
of a joint team will ease tension
on the divided Korean
peninsula, which has been
technically at war since the
1950-53 Korean conflict.

Tarango's

response

NEW YORK. Dec 18 : Tempes-
tuous Jeff Tarango threw down
a 200,000 US dollars challenge
to John McEnroe on Thursday
in response to claims by the
former tennis champion that
he could still beat most players
on the tour, reports Reuters.

"I'm putting out a challenge
to McEnroe for saying he could
beat almost everyone on the
tour. That's ridiculous and I'm
willing to put up 200,000 dol-
lars of my own dollars to prove
it,” Tarango, ranked 72, told
from California.

McEnroe was quoted by Lon-
don's Daily Mail last month as
saying he was still the best
doubles player in the world, and
as far as singles players go, on a
ﬁvcn %}r "Idcliu d beat most of

. S0 -
The ﬂ?‘ McEIEgcg.ugﬂ. last
layed a full season on the ATP
our in 1992 but has continued
competing on the senior circuit,
with earnings this year of
296,500 dollars. His career
winnings from the regular cir-
ri:uit exceeded 12.5 million dol-
ar,

The Sﬂaggar-uld Tarango
earned 443, dollars this sea-
som.
Tarango is known for stir-
ring up. He caused out-
rage in 1995 by sto off the
ul:::n ﬂ_m'ﬂlti WImI:;l:dit:_m. uestion-

ntegrity of a chair um-

e, who wasya;lun slapped in

face by Tarango's wife.

Tarango's tantrums have of-
ten invited comparisons to
McEnroe, but never his game.

Neither McEnroe nor his
agent could be reached for
comment, but the former world
number one's father, John
McEnroe Sr, reached at his law
office in new York, said: "I
think it's all very funny, rather
humorous.

"On the other hand, maybe
John would see it as an easy
way to pick up 200,000 dollars.

'‘Biggest crisis since 1817

They are hterally

swinging round
the hot and
steaming whirl-

pool of their own

e ki . Itts an

irony of fate! You dig holes for
others to fall, instead you fall
in it headlong. What a tragedy!
Yes, you are right. I am
referring to the two hitherto
'bright stars' of Australian
cricket — Mark Waugh and
Shane Warne — who had ulti-
mately opened the long-hidden
‘ericket gate' of Australia and
have fallen heavily with a big
bang with their 'confession’
made recently at Adelaide
(Australia) before a press con-
ference that they had accepted
Hleial rrn::rmei:l from an Indian
bookie in exchange of supplrng
‘weather information’ and 'fiel
reports’, during Australian
team's visit to Sri Lanka and
Pakistan in September 1994,
The une ted '‘explosion’ has
come after a slight 'leakage’ in
some of the Australian dailies
about their under-hand 'deal’,
hitherto kept secret.

The two self-confessed
'shooting stars’ made this
earth-shaking admissian be-
fore the pressmen in their re-
spective written statements in
which they also said that they
were "naive and stupid” to ac-
cept the money and since then
they had not chewed any ‘for-
bidden fruit’. What an attempt
to put a brave face! They had
fallen from grace before their
own people at home as well as
the cricket fans all over the
world. It is not known when
and how the shattered image of
not only Australian cricket but
also of world cricket, would be
restored to its original pedestal.
"Australia mourns as the game
falls from its pedestal”. laments
Sydney Morning Herald.

Cricket's Biggest Crisis

In fact, the two most highly
paid cricketers have made "his-
tory' by accepting such small
amounts — Waugh 6,400 US dol-
lars and Warne 5,100 US dol-
lars only — for which they had
to pay a high price.

A crime is always a crime
and a criminal is always a

A M M Shahabuddin

criminal wnatever may be the
nature and dimension ol that
crime. Mathew Engel, a
renowned cricket writer of
Australia, has pointed that
"this may be the cricket's
biggest crisis since 1817" when
bookies were banned [(until
1873) to save cricket from fast
becoming a "corrupt and a
gambling e" in England.

The ‘confession' ol the two
cricketers came like a bolt from
the blue, after it was kcpt as a
'holy secret' by their angel-
guardians' — the Australian
Cricket Board (ACB), who later
came to know about the 'offence’
and 'fined secretly’ the two of-
fenders in 1995. And after in-
forming the Interpational
Cricket Council (ICC), the ACB
asked it to keep it a secret. For-
mer Australian captain Kim
Hughes accused both ACB and
ICC of making "matters worse
by sweeping the issue under the
carpet for more than three
years". So, along with the two
offenders, both ACB and ICC
committed offence by their tacit
support. All of them are now on
the dock.

From 'Heroes to Zeros'

The most amazing part of
whole episode is that after
pocketling the bribe-money
themselves, the two offenders
started shouting ‘thief. 'thief’,
accusing the then Pakistan
Captain Salim Malik as offer-
ing them 200,000 US dollars
each for 'playing poorly' and
'throw' the match against Pak-
istan in October 1994. Certainly
this is not cricket, as the ex-

ression is used to mean 'un-
air’, or 'infringing code of fair
play’. They were romping
around the world after commit-
ting the crime, like real "heroes’
until they were exposed by their
own media, reducing them
overnight from 'heroes to zeros/
as put by an Australian daily.

Things are not always what
they seem. What they had 'con-
fessed' may not be the whole
truth. And half truth is always
the whole lie. There may be
nitre te-it. More 'revelations’
may 'be~in store. The cricket
world might have a glimpse of
the tip of the iceberg. Therefore,

the simple question is: who is
going to believe the 'duo’ when
they say they had refused to ac-
cept the bribe-money of 200,000
Ug dollars each. offered by
Salim Malik, when their own
written 'confession' confirms
that they didn't hesitate to ac-
cept much smaller amounts
from the Indian book-maker.
As they say a 'liar’ must have a
good memory. So they were try-
ing to put up a 'brave face' now
and establish their honesty,
integrity and credibility by
declaring that they had the guts
to refuse such a huge amount,
or, as they were guilty conscious
themselves, they wanted to dis-
credit Pakistani players. There
is smell of a rat somewhere.
And that's why one of Australi-
a's biggest betting agency has
said that the information,
claimed by the 'duo’ to have

iven to the Indian bookie, is

argely overpriced'. as, accord-
ing to the agency spokesman,
they could have obtained such
information just by dialing the
local weather bureau by spend-
ing only 80 cents!

One Skeleton Found:
What else?

An Australian sports writer
had said: "Unfortunately, one
skeleton has been found. What
else is there?" To bring out the
‘whole truth', a thorough en-
quiry is needed. Neither ACB,
nor ICC can follow a good-old
policy of 'Hear all, see all, say
nothing’. That would be suicidal
for the cricket as a noble game.
The self-confessed culprits
must be given exemplary pun-
ishment by banning them from
playing cricket for the rest of
their life. This would send a
atr«:nvnlg—l and meaningful signal
for other players to take a les-
son for their guidance, And if
agreed. the 'bookies’ should be
banned as was done in 1817,
which was is vogue for over five
decades. This is needed for the
healthy growth of cricket, free
from becoming a 'money-mak-
ing machine' and a 'gambling

ame’. Cricket has been ‘cruci-
ied' by the two 'stupid and
naive' fellows. It must be resur-
rected to its full glory.

Platt takes over at Sampdoria

B ¥y GENOA, Italy, Dec

) ﬂ = 18 (Reuters/ Inte-
- . rnet): David Platt
e was officially co-
nfirmed as the
new coach at [ta-
lian Serie A club Sampdoria on
Thursday, even if his job title
remains unclear.

Speaking at a news confer-
erce in Genoa, Sampdoria Pres-
ident Enrico Mantovani said
that 32-year-old former Eng-
land international midfielder
had been appointed "overall su-
pervisor' for all the Sampdoria
teams. ' _

Under Italian Football Fed-
eration regulations, Platt does
not have the necessary qualili-
cations to coach a Serie A side,
thereby obliging Sampdoria to
appoint him as "supervisor’
rather than "coach.”

“To all intents and purposes
he'll be our coach...We'll try to
find a bureaucratic solution to
this, working in collaboration
with the relevant authorities.”
said Mantovani.

In an attempt to circumvent
federation regulations, Samp-
doria have also appointed 59-
year-old Giorgio Veneri as as-
sistant to Platt.

Veneri, formerly coach to
third division sides Leffe and
Prato, holds necessary “cate-
gory one" licence.

However, there is much op-
position to the move, with
Azeglio Vicini, chairman of the
Italian Managers Associalion,
saying: As far as we are con-
cerned Platt is not even quali-
fied to manage Sampdoria's

youth team.”

Whatever his title, Platt is
the youngest and least experi-
enced coach in Serie A and faces
a tough baptism against AC
Milan on Sunday -- although it
is still not clear whether he will
be allowed to take his place on
the bench.

Platt said his new role was a
challenge. "It is a sensation I
quite like because it brings the
best out of me,” he said.

DAVID PLATT

"I'm really pleased to have a
club and a group of supporters |
know very, very well. I'm glad to
be here because ever since | left
Sampdoria as a player four
years ago, | never stopped hop-
ing that I would one day come
back.

"l didn't manage to do it as a
player but | have as a coach and

that's a great source of satisfac-
tion."

During a 14-season profes-
sional career, Platt played for
four vears in Serie A between
1991 and 1995, spending one
season with Bari and Juventus
and two with Sampdoria belore
returning to England with Ar-
senal.

He said his situation was
very similar to that of former
Sampdorna team mate Gianluca
Vialli, who became plaver-
coach of Chelsea with no coach-
g experience. :

"l know that he and I have
been through similar things
and we get on well. "l can phone
him at any time and I'm sure
he'll be a great source of advice."

Platt expressed his confi-
dence in Sampdoria's ability to
radically reverse their recent

r run of results.

Following a 5-2 drubbing by
Lazio on Sunday, a result which
prompted the sacking of Platt's
predecessor Luciano Spalletti,
Sampdoria sank to fifth from
bottom in Serie A. just one
point above the relegation zone.

"I've seen Sampdoria play
ornice this season, against Ju-
ventus in Turin (a 2-0 defeat)
and I've seen them lots of time
on TV.

"Overall the squad strength
is good even if the side perhaps
lacks a bit of personality,” Platt
said.

He declined to define the tac-
tical approach his Sampdoria
would adopt, saying only: "At
the moment, players count a lot
more than tactical schemes.”

LONDON, Dec 18
(Reuters/ Inter-
net): Italian in-
ternational Gia-
nfranco Zola said
on Thursday that
he intends to see out his career
at Chelsea as he and his fi mily
are so happy in London,

Zola, 32, England's foot-
baller-of-the-year two years
ago, said that recent specula-
tion he was going to refurn to
Italy were wrong.

"I am happy at Chelsea and
my family are happy in London.
I will be 36 at the end of my
contract and I want to see out
that contract. :

"It is going to be difficult to
carry on playing at that stage
and [ want to finish my career
here at Chelsea, nowhere else.”

Zola, who scored Chelsea's
equaliser in their 1-1 draw
against Manchester United at
Old Trafford on Wednesday, has
been in sparkling form recently
with six goals in his last seven
matches.

Ba can't take
it anymore

CARNAGO, Italy, Dec 18
(Reuters/Internet) : French
striker Ibrahim Ba said on
Wednesday he was fed up with
being on the substitutes' bench
and could leave AC Milan for
English club Newcastle in Jan-

':I know Milan has already
talked to the English managers.
I've had a chat with (Newcastle
coach Ruud) Gullit. I'd be ready
to gtu in January," Ba told re-
porters at Milan's training

Media | rts have specu-
lated for m time thapfc Ba
wanted to leave the Italian club
because he was unhappy with
manager Alberto Zaccheroni.
Ba has often been on the bench
this season.

United manager Alex Fergu-
son praised Zola's performance.
while the player himself be-
lieves his new-found zest is a
result of being left out of the
italian World Cup squad in the
SUITITIET.

"The break from football in
the summer meant I came back
for the new season refreshed.”

Zola was a member ol the
Napoli team that won the Ital-
ian Leapgue eight years ago and

Zolas happy in London

believes Chelsea can sustain a
realistic bid for the English title
this season.

"We have a beltef in our-
selves and confidence in each
other. We feel we can make a
real challenge for the champi-
onship.” he said.

Zola has played almost 400
league matches in Italy and in
England scoring 165 goals. He
played 34 times for Italy. scor-
ing nine goals.

Sport
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Media group
prepare to buy
Newcastle

NEWCASTLE, December
18(Reuters/Internet): Media and
telecommunications group NTL
has emerged

as the front runner to buy
Newcastle United after an-
nouncing it had bought a six per
cent stake in the club. The
broadcasting group also said it
had reached an agreement with
Newcastle's main shareholder
Cameron Hall Developments
under which CHD will sell its
majority stake in the club to
NTL if the broadcasters make
an offer.

NTL has bought nine million
shares in Newcastle at 111.7p a
share from Cameron Hall, reE—
resenting 6.3 per cent of the
club. Under the agreement
Cameron Hall have .agreed to
sell its remaining 51 per cent to
NTL at the same price if the
broadcaster decides to launch a
takeover bid.

NTL said its decision on
whether to make a bid for the
club will depend on the outcome
of the Monopolies and Mergers
Commission’'s investigation
into BSkyB's bid to buy Manch-
ester United.

The share price of 111.7p
values Newcastle United at
£160million. Shares closed at
102p yesterday.

ameron Hall Developments
is owned and run by Douglas
Hall, the director of Newcastle
United who along with Freddie
Shepherd resigned from the
board of the club earlier this
year after they were taped mak-
ing insulting comments about
Newcastle supporters.

Last week the pair used their
controlling stakes in the busi-
ness to engineer their return to
the board. The move prompted
the resignation of Newcastle
chairman Dennis Cassidy and
directors John Josephs and
Tom Fenton. Newcastle United's
stockbrokers BT Alex Brown
also resigned their contract
with the club.

Newcastle first announced
they were in talks with a poten-
tial bidder on Tuesday. but did
not name it. Media Group Time
Warner was tipped as the
favourite to buy the club.

The agreement between
Cameron Hall and NTL is
binding on both companies un-
til March when the MMC's re
port on the BSkyB bid lor
Manchester is due to be re-
leased.

Remembering
the Special
Olympics

WASHINGTON, Dec 18: A
tuxedoed President Bill Clinton
and his wife, gowned in black
velvet, played host Thursday
night to a celebrity-studded
White House gala honouring the
30th anniversary of the Special
Olympics, reports AP,

The dinner was consigned to
a heated pavilion at the end of
the long south drive, but the 300

uests — actor David Hassel

off. and comedian Whoopi
Goldberg among them — took no
offence

"For more than 200 years, no
president has ever chosen to
honour the contributions of
people with mental retardation
at a dinner in this great house
until tonight,” said Special
Olympics founder Eunice Ken-
nedy Shriver.

The entire assembly stood in
sustained aEplause when Mrs
Shriver, with a mention of all
the "uncertainty” in Washing-
ton, went on:

"Even if there were 300,000
people on the White House lawn
tonight, Mr. President. you
would find no greater loyalty
and no greater faith in your
leadership than right here
among us tonight.”

Clinton shook his head.
“You've got to stop the applause.
The show must go on!”

Goldberg and musicians
Tracy Chapman. Eric Clapton.
Sheryl Crow, Run DMC, John
Popper. Mary J Blige, Jon Bon
Jovi and Vanessa Williams
were performing after a dinner
of seared salmon and pheasant
consomme. The concert was be-
ing taped for broadcast Sunday
on TNT.

For his part, Clinton re-
called a time — before Mrs
Shriver and her husband Sar-
‘ent Shriver started Special

lympics with summer camps
in their backyard — when peo-
ple with disabilities were dis-

| counied.

‘Warne

A smiling Fan Yun Jie shows her medal after winning gold in the Asiad women’s football

final against North Korea on December 17.

il

—AFP photo

PARIS, Dec 18: Italian
would-be title pretenders AS
Roma face a tough test this
weekend when they face the
might of a Ronaldo-inspired In-
ter Milan in the Serie A's most
entertair ‘'ng fixture, reports
AFP.

Under Polish coach Zdenek
Zeman, Roma have t:;pped the
scoring charts with 27 goals in
13 games thanks to a potent at-
tack comprising Francesco
Totti, Marco Delvecchio and
Brazilian Paulo Sergio.

Inter will look to counter
them with the San Siro crowd
and their own strike force of
Ronaldo and Youri Djorkaeff.

Ronaldo is gradually recov-
ering his form after injury and
showed several [lashes of his
skill for the FIFA World Stars
against Italy in their midweek
exhibition match in Rome.

Roma, who are also cur-
rently providing Italian Na-
tmnaf coach Dino Zoff with his
entire 1nidfield in the shape of
Dammiano Tommasi, Eusebio
Di Francesco and Luigi Di Bia-
gio, are currently third — one

oint behind AC Milan and five
hind leaders Fiorentina.

But a win in Milan would
show that Roma. who last won
the title in 1983, are once again
a force to be reckoned with.

Inter are still in the process
of settling down after the recent
replacement of Gigi Simoni by
Romanian Mircea Lucescu as
coach. But they are still putting
points on the board.

Currently fifth, two points
behind Roma. another victory
on Sunday would take them
back into the thick of the
championship action.

Fiorentina are away Lo
Hidetoshi Nakata's Perugia and
the leaders will again look to
Argentine striker Gabriel Batis-
tuta, who has scored 13 goals in
as many games to keep their ti-
tle challenge going at full-pelt.

AC Milan travel to Sampdo-
ria for what will be David Plat.
t's first day in charge as 'coach’
of the Genoa club.

Flatt will be at the whee]l —
but driving without a licence as
the tormer England captain
does not have a coaching quali-
fication that entitles him to be
officially called coach at Serie
A level

FRANCE: Marseille are al-
most certain to go into the
Christmas break as leaders af-
ter a 1-0 win at Montpellier in
midweek put the former Euro-
pean champions on course for
their first league title since
1992.

They lead the table by three
points from faltering Bordeaux.

who lost Tuesday at Auxerre,
and lowly Le Havre are unlikely
to halt the Mediterranean jug-
gernaut at the Stade Velodrome.

However, Marseille's success
has a downside — already sides
from across the border in Italy's
Serie A are Chaslnﬁ their top
stars with French interna-
tional striker Christophe
Dufarr}* adm.ittinﬁ Thursday he
had been approached by Juven-
tus.

Dugarry, who made his
name at Bordeaux before an
unhappy time at AC Milan,
only arrived a year ago from
Barcelona.

Although Juve vice-presi-
dent Roberto Bettega has denied
any move for Dugarry, the
French World Cup winner
would be keen to link up with
close friend and Juve midfielder
Zinedine Zidane.

"If an offer came in from a
big team in Italy I'd have to
consider it.” said Dugarry.

Bordeaux have to ensure the
gap does not get any bigger b
winning their home match wit
Metz, just clear of the bottom
five after thrashing Bastia 4-0
on Tuesday.

Rennes will be hoping to
consolidate third place with
three points Saturday at
midtable Strasbourg.

Nantes, who have been grow-
ing in confidence in recent
weeks and now stand fourth,
travel to tailenders Sochaux,
while in a clash of two UEFA
Cup hopefuls, six plays fifth AS
Monaco host Lyon.

Paris Saint Germain mean-
while hope to put and end to a
four-match goal drought by
winning at promoted Lorient,
for whom P5G striker Patrice
Loko is currently on loan.

PSG coach Artur Jorge, who
took over from the sacked
Alain Giresse in October, says
he is unhappy with his squad
and is pressing for a recuperate
drive.

"l want three players — a de-
fender, midfielder and a
striker,” insisted Jorge.

Reigning champions Lens,
whio acquitted themselves ad-
mirably but not quite well
enough to reach the second
phase in the Champions
League. travel to struggling
Nancy.

SPAIN: Barcelona coach
Louis Van Gaal will be hoping
his charges can arrest their re-
cent slump, which has left fans
calling for his head.

Barcelona travel to Val-
ladolid following a dreadful run
which culminated in their
fourth straight defeat on Sun-
day — a 3-1 home loss to unher-

Euro soccer spotlight

alded Villareal.
After that dehal.ri:l:. 3 ;;ws-
aper poll of fans showe per
Ee:npi? Witcd his head while al-
most half wanted a return for
former coach Johan Cruyff.
The 'Sport’ daily said that
Van Gaal, who received a vote of
confidence "is piling on the

agony for a team whose spirit is
broken."

Barcelona, out of Europe, lie
just 10th in the table, nine
points behind surprise leaders
Real Mallorca.

Mallorca host struggling
Racing Santander on Sunday
while second-placed Celta Vigo
pla; at Real Socieded.

ourth placed Deportivo la
Coruna set the ball rolling in
Saturday's game at home to
Real Betis.

Atletico Madrid, standin
fifth, host ninth place
Zaragoza, hoping that growing
tension between coach Arrigo
Sacchi and Brazilian star Jun-
inho will die down.

Former Middlesbrough
favourite Juninho has been
linked with a move back to the
English Premiership and
slammed Sacchi for playing
him out of position.

"Never before has a coach
doubted my capabilities,”
stormed Juninho.

"I think I'm no form but
maybe I'm not pIa}rinF at my
best. But it's at times like that
that players need support.

"l don't need to talk with the
coach — I'll let my talent do the
talking on the pitch,” said Jun-
inho.

Atletic's city Rivals Real
Madrid travel to Oviedo hoping
to close a five-point gap on Mal-
lorca, although the European
champions have a match in
hand.

GERMANY: Leaders Bayern
Munich host a much-imnproved
VFL Wolfsburg on Saturday safe
in the knowledge that they can-
not be dislodged from top spot
of the Bundesliga.

Bayern extended their lead
over secqond-placed Bayer Lev-
erkusen to six points Wednes-
day when they won 2-0 at strug-

ling Borussia
onchenglabach.

But fifth-placed Wolfsburg
will not prove easy prey having
lost just one of their previous 11
fixtures.

Reigning champions Kaiser-
slautern, who blew their
chances of setting a club record
of eight consecutive wins
Wednesday by losing at Duis-
burg, host 1860 Munich, who
have not won at Kaiser-
slautern's Betzenberg Stadium
since 1967.

President Bill Clinton and First Lady Hillary Rodham listen to a speech by Eunice
Kennedy Shriver on the 30th anniversary of the Special Olympics at the White House on

December 17.

— AP/UNB photo

SYDNEY. Dec 18
(Reuters/ Intern-
et}: Shane Warne
. is almost certain
to miss - the
remaining two

Tests of the Ashes series with

B g s e s - -l

' England despite recov-ering
| from

his shoulder injury,
national selector Allan Border
said on Friday.

Border said Warne was im-
provinig steadily but was still
weil short of his best form.

"He's probably just a few
weeks from bowling somewhere
near his best so that will proba-
bly count him out of the test se-
ries,” Border said.

still uncertain

him to make his big entrance at
the MCG (Melbourne Cricket
Ground) for the fairytale come-
back, but it doesn't look like it's
going to happen.”

Border said any pressure on
Warne to make a hasty return
had been lifted after Australia
retained the Ashes by winning
the third test in Adelaide.

Border also said the selec-
tors were lucky to have such a
creditable replacement in leg-
spinner Stuart MacGill.

Warne has not played a test
for Australia since the third
match against India in March
after undergoing shoulder

SUrgery.
!ﬁe returned to first-class

play tor Victoria against New
South Wales in a Sheffield
Shield match starting at the
Sydney Cricket Ground on Sat-
urday.

MacGill, who plays for New
South Wales, withdrew from
that match on Friday because of
a niggling hamstring injury but
is certain to be ready for the
fourth Test.

Warne was expected to make
his Test return in the fourth
Ashes Test at the MCG

starting on December 26.

If he misses that match, he is
almost certain to miss the fifth
and final Test which

starts in Sydney on January

"It would have been nice for cricket last mlnnth and will 23
1 2 B M 6 B [9 10 |11
CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer - 5
ACROSS counter- 53 Booty 11 Suitable
1 “Piano part DOWN 16 Corn spike |15 17
Man” 37 Llama 1 Conrad’'s 20 At hand
singer territory “Lord —" 21 Charlie 1 L
5 Luau 38 Whomthe 2 Lennon's Brown's -
bowltul pope met  |ady expletive 2). @ e
8 Trilled in 1998 3 Old French 22 One of the =5 . s 29
12 Erstwhile 41 Annoy coin Baldwins
Peruvian 42 Ship-to- 4 Cilia 23 Texascity | 5] 5
13 Grecian shore call? 5§99 ofthe 24 Potpourri
vessel 43 Auto item 101 bit kK] 34 35
14 Hodge- 48 Ground Dalmatians 26 Blankets
podge com 6 Man- of a sort 36 37
15 Hacker's 49 Aachen mouse link 27 Lakelet
purchase article 7 Humored 28 Burn aid 38 (39 41
17 Ms. Chanel 50 Letter- 8 Gregarious 29 Hide-
18 Owns man's rival 9 Greatly aways [4< e B
19 One 51 Busy as — 10 Riviera 31 Sport 5 ©
21 Less 52 Turf resort 34Doa
cooked second 3 3
24 Entreaty Solution time: 24 mins. draft
25 Remark re 35 Anaheim
Yorick GAGES[TIA[S[FMAID] . squad CRYPTOQUIP
26 Yelow  [uisiammTIOINILI #ﬂ,é.gzﬁglﬂggfdﬂ'xp WGDPNKPH XI1]X
pages MIAIB|TIE[R[SIO[NJIS | [N cienda | i
30 Sleuth AVIEEINO[BIOIDIY] 39 Obsessed X | P HWVCGP] X YIWXWT-
31 Helen L[/MBE[REREA[IINIIl seaman NJYIPN . VJD YNWCP XW
Kellers (301 STOMMSIORIE] 49A%W G P O CT c¥®P ) KO KE,
Hg:m QEEBEE HED QD :1 Camival Yesterday's Cryﬁmqui : FRANKLY, A LIKABLE
i oy ; l%l g : g 'li E KIEIL city BAKER WILL AE.WA SBETHETOASTOFTHETOWN.
33 Bridge- ATNOMIAISICIU[L| | |N|E! 45 Basilica Today’s Cryptoquip clue: K equals V
table item |[7{0]1 EE|X[U/LITIMLIAIW|  bench The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one
35 Any time  [RIO|TRAIEINE[EMMLIVIE “:;Lf:tf;n letter stands for another. llt;}rm:l;_lz‘ulinl;halt Jl: ?ulls En::
now * throughout the e. Single letters, s
26 Count Yesterday's answer 47 Trail will equal O g P g

words and words using an a

strophe glvt you clues to
locating vowels. Solution Is by trial an

errof.



