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Encroachment on Open
Public Spaces

A tendency towards en-
croachment on open public
spaces in the city has always
posed a threat to the public
amenities, that have kept such
facilities shrinking mainly due
to growing pressure of popula-
tion, abetted in most cases by
the avaricious proclivities of
the evil elements of society.
Sometimes such a tendency gets
a boost from the a%parent indif-
ference of the authorities con-
trolling such facilities. _

Among the more important
public open spaces which came
under such threat before and
even now, are Osmany Uddyan.
Ramna Park and Suhrawardy
Uddyan. The latest incident of
attempted encroachment re-
lates to Osmany Uddyan. It is a

atent fact that land grabbing
E}r influential quarters in the
city has remained a perennial
problem.

The problem is compounded
all the more when such public
open spaces are owned by gov-
ernment or any public agency.
Feeling that such ownership in
most cases leave the owning
guaﬂers less prompt in reme-

ial action and often indiffer-
ent when any incident of en-
croachment occurs, the poten-
tial land-grabbers don't hesi-
tate to go to any length to sat-
isfy their land hunger.

So far as Osmany Uddyan is
concerned, an encroachment
attempt was made in January
1996, which was luckily re-
pulsed. It was lately reported
that a similar attempt was un-
der way to establish the en-
croachers' occupation on nearl
three acres of land of the sai
arden. The encroachers made
their intent — clear., without
any trace of ambiguity: they
would construct a multi-storey
shopping centre there, which
they claim, would enhance the
city's scenic beauty as well as
create emrpluyment for a good
number of people. ’

This is a very strange logic,

inasmuch as such attempt at il-

BNP won"t rule out
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that forced her to go for shut
down.

"Basically, we do not believe
in the politics of hartal, and we
have enforced onl
in last two and half years,” she
said, adding that BNP won't go
for hartal unless compelled to
do so.

She said during BNP's five-
year rule, opposition Awami
League had called hartal for 173
da

Khaleda wanted to know
from Sheikh Hasina whether
her (Hasina's) party's hartal
had damaged the economy in
the past.

The BNP chairperson, how-
ever, said if the government
agrees to call mid-term polls,
then she would decide about the
hartal issue after discussing
with other political parties.

About Hasina's no -hartal
call, Khaleda said she (Hasina)
can not be taken into confi-
dence as she never kept any of
her promises and not even the
pledges she made during the
election cam})gchn to the people.

She justilied BNP's demand
for holding upazila and other
local body elections under care-
taker government. She said
there could not be any free and
fair elections under this gov-
ernment.

She reiterated her allegation
about the rigging in Pabna-2 by-
elections by the ruling party
and the administration. She
accused the Chief Election
Commissioner of helping the
government to rig the polls.

The opposition leader said
future polls under the present

Sohel Chy
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Dipta are the kids of Sohel-Diti

cuu&u’lc.

hile wvisiting the club
housed on the sixth floor of a
big building at Gulshan last
night, this correspondent found
none around except a nigl.tllt
guard of a restaurant at the
ground floor of the building. He
said, the restaurant --Fortune
Fountain --, the club and all of-
fices in the building were
closed. He could not say what
exactly happened the night be-
fore.-

Few yards away, just oppo-
site to Banani Mosque, was the
residence of the slain film star.
His parents were not in a posi-
tion to meet any newsman.
When approached, a middle
aged lady idr:nuf{in% herself as
a cousin of Sohel told this cor-
respondent that he had gone to
the night club the previous
night to attend a year-ending
party, rescheduled due to the
advent of Ramadan. "But, we
can't uu?ct ne for the at-
tack on Sohel. We have lost him
. This is the ultimate truth”, she
said she.

12 hartals -

By ASM Nurunnabi

legal occupation of land which
does not belong to Lhem is
sought to be boldly presented
with temerity as a noble cause
for the benefit of society, be-
sides the flagrant claim of en-
hancing the architectural beau-
tification of the area.

The public sentiment is nat-
urally wounded by such high-
handed attempt at userpation of
people’s right, because at stake
is the attempted effacement of a
symbol of national heritage
which is more valuable than a
mere shopping centre, Such
brazen-faced spoilation of en-
vironment a cultural her-
itage needs bé resisted with a
strong hand.

Similar encroachment has
reportedly taken place in
Suhrawardy Uddyan in the
form of a free-for-all public
bathing place in one pond of the
garden. Such a spectacle is
galling to the sense of decency.

A part ol the garden Has been
converted into a field for shool-

ilﬁ practice with toy rifles and
balloons for the young and the
kids.

A part of the garden is often
used as a turf for cricket prac-
tice by groups of young men,
The many plots of flower beds
which u to fill the environ-
ment with heaut¥ in winter
have disappeared long ago; in
their place we notice frequent
movement of anti-social ele-
ments all over the place, creat-
ing an atmosphere of insecurity
and keeping away on that score
many intending visitors, par-
ticularly children.

The Ramna Park is not simi-
larly free fgom encroachment
of one sort or another. A chunk
of land of the park has already
been taken away by a riugﬁalllv
ical body situated near rail,
Attempts at recovery of the en-
croached portions of land
seemed futile. The size of the
park is getting reduced first on
account of the establishment of
a so-calied Chinese restaurant
on a part of the park and more

Chief Election Commissioner
Mohammad Abu Hena would
not be impartial. "He should re-
sign voluntarily since he failed
to_keep the oath of maintaining
neutrality.”

Asked if BNP would boycott

the upcoming pourashava and

upazila elections, she said deci-
sion would be taken under the
given situation.

In reply to a question about
resignation from Parliament to
speed up the mid-term elec-
tions, Khaleda said it would be
decided on consultation with
BNP parliamentary party.

PM's directive
From Page 1

lishments keeping floods, cy-
clone and other sorts of natural
calamities in mind. Three types
of design should be made for
flood-prone, cyclone-prone and
normal areas.

She also suggested the offi-
cials to continue austerity and
make their highest contribu-
tion to make up the losses in-
flicted by the devastating
floods, which engulfed about
two-thirds of the country last
IMONSoon.

Hasina announced that ra-
tion to the poor on VGF cards
would continue durinﬁ Ra-
madan and asked the officials
to monitor proper distribution
of food through this and other
welfare programmes.

She directed the officials to
monitor the disbursement of
agricultural-credits, post-flood
agriculture rehabilitation and
distribution of all other gov-
ernment assistance to the real
affected people.

Referring to the Asrayan
project, the prime minister said
the government wants to give
home to every homeless and
would build another 2000 bar-
racks-like houses to accommo-
date more 20,000 families.

She asked the DCs to find out
the khas lands and make list of
the landless to provide them
with homes through Asrayan
projects.

he also asked them to take
steps lor literacy programme
and make their respective dis-
trict illiteracy-free, like Lal-

monirhat, Chuadanga and
Magura. -
eferring to the election of

women to Union Parishad in
direct voting, Hasina directed
the deputy commissioners to
make sure the fernale members
perform their duties without
any problems and exercise their
rights to work for the people.
Responding to the some de-
mands of the DCs, the prime
minister said the government
would give computer to
DC office for smooth and
flow of information and try to
build a communications net-
work that will speed up the total
operations.

ing from the

due to avoidance of intending
visitors due to prominent pres-
ence of anti-social elements
whose numbers seem to be on
the rise,

The basic amenity of passing
a few free moments in open air
on park bench has diaa%;;emd.
since the concrete park benches
themselves are no longer in ex-
istence.

On the other hand, the pro-
clivity of all and sundry to use
the lake as a public bathing
place whenever [ancy takes
them continues unabated with-
out interference from any quar-
ter. Free passage for estrians
across the park land for [acility
of short-cuts to any other part
of the park is a common sight,
with consequent lack of secu-
rity in the entire environment.

In short, the attraction of
Ramna Park as a place of rest
and recreation has lost much of
its appeal on account of the di-
verse nature of the disturbin

. goings-on within the par
precincts.
To touch the public land

through illegal occupation or
through manifold irregular ac-
tivities at the Osmany Uddyan
or at Suhrawardy Uddyan or
Ramna Park could not have
been possible if the administer-
ing authorities have been alert
in the matter of enforcement of
proper discipline and order
within the areas of the Ud-
ans.

The existing disarray aris-
iverse undesir-
able activities within the s
or any attempt to ille oc-
cupy any part of it could not
have been possible without un-
pardonable indifference of the

- administration or a nod from

the relevant quarters, as in the
case of the Osmany Uddyan.

It is against public interest
to accept the outrage perpe-
trated by quarters within the
confines of the open public

places which greatly detracl
their civic amenities.

Citizenship
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ship and passport, the Nobel
Prize winner said: "l am over-
whelmed by the honour ... | am
hapg' to return to Bangladesh.”
me Minister Hasina pre-
sented some gifts to Professor
Sen., The gifts included an al-
bum containing photographs of
the eventful life of Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.
ater, the Prime Minister
hosted a lunch in honour of the
Harvard Professor.

Present, among others, on
the occasion were former Chief
Adviser Justice Habibur Rah-
man, Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad, Finance Minister
SAMS Kibria, Prime Minister's
Parliamentary Affairs Adviser
Suranjit Sengupta, Awami
League leaders Amir Hossain
Amu, Abdul Jail, State Minister
for Foreign Affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury, eminent citizens
Prof Rehman Sobhan, Prof
Kabir Chowdhury, Gaziul Haq
and Sheikh Rehana.

It may be mentioned that
The Daily Star in an editorial
yesterday had u_r%lcd the gov-
ernment Lo confer honorary cit-
izenship on Dr Sen.

Interns
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said.
Meanwhile, leaders of the
Young Doctors Movement

Council (YPMC) which repre-
sents intern doctors met the
registrar and the assistant reg-
istrar of the DMCH and dis-
cussed the demands.

It was decided at the meeting
that all the OTs except those at
the emergency wing will re-
main closed till the demands
were met.

The YDMC also gave an ul-
timatum that they would lock
up the rooms of the directors
and the deputy directors of the

hospitals if their démands are

not met by today.

They are a]in planning to
call a student strike as part of
their next action, sources in the
YDMc said.

Body of kidnapped
BCL activist

recovered

SIRAJGANJ, Dec 18: Body of
a BCL activist, who was ab-
ducted Thursday night, was re-
covered from

village
Khaspukuria in Chouhali
thana here this morning, re-
ports APB.

A group of miscreants.
equipped with lethal weapons,
kidnapped Sohel Rana, 14, son
of' one Abul Khair- of village
Khashaulia from his residence
at about 11 pm. Sohel was a stu-
dent of class-VIII.

The ‘of Sohel bore stab

} injuries, police said.
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Ramadan

Foodgrains at
fair prices,

assures PM

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has said people will be
provided with foodgrains at fair
ﬁgi{:ts during the holy month of

madan,

Addressing a ‘victory rally’
organised by the ruling Awami
League at the Paltan Maidan in
the city yesterday, Sheikh
Hasina also warned against
hoarding of essentials and
asked traders to refrain from
raising prices of essentials.

The rally was organized to
mark the Victory Day. After the

rally, Sheikh Hasina , also .

resident of of Awami League,
ed a colourful 'victory proces-
sion’ that marched through the
city’s main thoroughfares be-
fore being terminated at the
Ba andhu Bhavan.

The Prime Minister said
vulnerable consumers will be
entitled to five kilograms of
rice and an equal quantity of
wheat in a week at fair prices
during the month of Ramadan.
“Besides, food distribution un-
der VGF (Vulnerable Group
Feeding) programme will’ con-
tinue and we’ll launch the OMS
(open market sale of rice) pro-
gramme soon”, Hasina said.

Rice at fair prices will also
be made available to employees
of public and autonomous insti-
tutions through their respective
cooperative networks. she said.

e AL president told the
jubilant crowd that Victory Da
celebrations had special signii-
icance this year in our national
life as killers of the Father of
the Nation have been tried. She
listed various welfare pro-
grammes undertaken by her
government for freedom fight-
ers, the downtrodden and elder
citizens.

The Prime Minister was crit-
ical of the main opposition
party BNP for “smelling ri&ﬁin
everywhere”. “They (BNP
rigl%ed all parliamentary - by-
polls during their time and now
smells rigging in polls held in a
free and fair manner in our
time”. A thief thinks others of
his brand”.

Sheikh Hasina said ., “They
have to have conlidence in
democralic norins and culture”.

The mecting over, a colowur
ul procession was brought out
which marched with the tune ol
musical instruments. AL's elec-
tion symbol boat. replica of
tanks and tiny tots posing as
freedom fighters added color to
the ‘victory rally'.
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President Shahabuddin Ahmed receiving Nobel laureate
Amartya Sen at Bangabhaban yesterday.
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We're proud of Sen's
success : President

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed has said Nobel-winning
Bengali genius Amartya Sen
devoted himself to research of a
new kind of economics which is
different from the traditional

one, UNB.
Speaking at a reception ac-
corded to Prof Sen by him at

Bangabhaban yesterday after-
noon. President Ahmed said he
is an extra-ordinary meritori-
ous.

Shahabuddin said Prof Sen's
economics has become well-
known world over as ‘welfare
economics’' and the subjects of
his research were hunger,
poverty, famine and equitable
distribution of wealth and so-
cial justice.

e said Prof Sen conducted
extensive research on the cause,
sufferings and dreadful effects
of the famine that swayed Ben-
gal in the Fifties.

The president noted with
satisfaction that his research
findings have been acknowl-
edged by the world today "We
are delighted at his great suc.
cess,” he said.

Like great poet Ra-
bindranath. Amartya Sen has
close association with

Bangladesh, he said. Alter par-
tition in 1947, Sen became a cit-
izen of India, but as Bangali he
this

country, the President added.

Prof Sen identifies himself
as an Indian, a Bangali and a
Bangladeshi. "We are proud of
his wonderful success as a son
of the country.,” Shahabuddin
added

He recalled the early educa-
tion of Amartya Sen in St Gre-
ﬁ:l:rr['ly School here and termed

as a 'son of Dhaka'.

President Shahabuddin
mentioned that three other
meritorious students of the
Subcontinent were cont 5
rary and friends of Amartya
Sen when they were in Cam-
bridge University. They are
Rehman Sobhan of Bangladesh,
Mahbub-ul Huq of Pakistan
and former Indian Finance
Minister Monomohon Singh.

In :Ipl'i‘:l Prof Amartya Sen
thanked the President for the
reception and said that he was
overwhelmed with joy for the
generous mind and frendly at-
litude of the people ol
Hangladesh,

The reception was also at-
tended by Ministers, State
Ministers, political leaders,
Judges and former Jud%e_s.
diplomats, Members of Parlia-
ment, Viee Chancellors, intel-

lecluals, lawyers. journalists,

scientists, writers. researchers
and physicians.
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workers at Brahmanbaria on December 7.

BNP's public
meeting in
city today

By Staff Corespondent

The Seven Party Alliance
will hold separate public meet-
ings in different parts of the
city this afternoon.

Main opposition BNP will
hold a public meeting at Paltan
Maidan at 3 pm today. BNP
Chairperson and Leader of the
'Dlppnsllinn in parliament
Khaleda Zia will address the
meeting as chief guest. Top BNP
leaders will also addressed it,
said a press release,

Today's programme has been
announced to protest "massive
rigging and terrorism” allegedl
by the ruling party in Pabna-
by-election, "failure” of Elec-
tion Commission to ensure fair
voting, price hike of essentials
as well as gas and power ser-
vices, deterioration of law and
order, and demand resignations
of the government and Chief
Election Commissioner,
midterm national election and
for hrinﬁlng prices of essentials
within the purchasing power of
commonmen before the Holy
Ramaclan.

Young man beaten

to death
From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Dec 18: A young
man was beaten to death in the
town last night.

The victim was identified as
Rinku, 25.

Police said, some unidenti-
fied young man Igcknd up Rinku
from a shop at Basu Road in
the town at about 8.30 pm and
beat him up mercilessly.
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"Punish people behind
- B'baria incident'

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a citizens’ rally
in the city yesterday demanded
punishment to those who car-
ried out attacks on le com-
ing to attend a rally to celebrate
the 27th Victory Day at Brah-
manbaria on December 7.

Held at the Central Shaheed
Minar with Prof Kabir Chowd-
hury in the chair, the rally put
forward 14-point charter of
demands and proposals. A large
number of people joined the
rally and raised their voice
against the fundamentalist and
reactionary groups.

In a resolution, it said so-
called imams of two or three lo-
cal mosques and teachers and
students ol some madrassah
along with terrorists attacked
the people who had joined the
Victory Day celebration pro-
gramme and demanded exem-
plary punishment to those re-
Sponsible for the heinous attack
on innocent people,

The resolution strongly con-
demned the role of Deputy
Commissioner of Brahman-
baria and said the DC's role was
“very arrogant, provocative and

anti-liberation”, It said the DC .

in collaboration with some
anti-liberation elements all on
a sudden cancelled the permis-
sion which was taken earlier
for holding a five-day rally.

It expressed deep anguish
that the district administration
was yet to take anr effective
n::ﬁ' or file cases against the at-
tackérs, Who also damaged pub-

lic and private property worth
several crores of taka. The reso-
lution sought immediate inter-
vention of the Prime Minister
in this regard.

It said that the affected peo-
[JIE and organisations went to
ocal police station for filing a
case, but police are yet to accept
the cases. However, police
recorded the cases filed by the
anti-liberation and terrorist el-
ements. It demanded immediate
withdrawal of all false cases
filed by the attackers and trial
of the altackers under subver-
sive acts.

The resolution also de-
manded cancellation of gov-
erniment approval and grants to
those madrassahs involved in
the attack and urged the author-
ities concerned to identify the
fake madrassahs which are
misaﬂarupriating huge amount
of public money.

The meeting urged the gov-
ernment to introduce unified
curriculum and education sys-
tem in all educational institu-
tions, including the madras-
sahs. It also demanded ban on
the politics based on religion as
per the 1972 Constitutional
provision.

The resolution welcomed the
government initiative to probe
into the incident through a ju-
dicial inquiry commission and
demanded inclusion of a female
representative in the commis-
sion.

Sen: Freedom is ke3;

From Pade |
livered to a packed auditorium
upstairs,

The lecture was organised
the Bangladesh Economic E
iy Dialogue (CPD). Bangladesh
icy Di PD). B
Igtitutzg;}enwﬁupmt Stud-
ies and the Grameen Bank.
Chairman of CPD Prof Rehman
Sobhan presided over the lec-
ture, while BEA president Dr
Wahiduddin Mahmud delivered
the vote of thanks.

The key question Sen ad-
dressed was, among the differ-
ent ways social decisions can be
made, which one has the great-
est claim to justice and equity?
He cited five factors, which
could ensure making of a ratio-
nal social choice.

He suggested that political
freedom or opportunity would
play a key role in ensuring that

avernments are forced to ad-
ress people's needs. Since pol-
icy-making is a political exer-
cise, existence of opposition
and freedoms of expression.

thought, s h and of the press
wnuﬁ!h p‘a}f vital corrective
roles.

“There is a need for constant
correction through public criti-
cism. but this is most needed
when things in other areas go
wrong”, Sen said.

The second factor listed by
Sen was market opportunity,
which meant people’s ability to
freely engage in enterprise, ac-
cess credit etc. But he warned
against any dogmatic reliance
on the market as the allocater
of resources. "What is wrong
with pro-market dogma is that
it presumes nothing else is
needed”, he observed.

The third was procedural
opportunity, by which he meant
existence of business ethics and
absence of corruption.
"Business ethics demand that
you can trust people, that you
will not be deceived. and things
will happen the way they are
sup to”, Sen said.

The fourth was social oppor-
tunity, with the state as the Ii’soey
player, providing such goods as
education, health, land reform
etc. Without the existence of so-
cial opportunity, Sen said,
market reforrns and freedoms
would not create wide opportu-
nities. '

Finally, he suggested that
there should a protective free-
dom. that is freedom to be pro-
tected from disasters and
shocks, both natural and man-
made, economic and social. He
pointed out that in every society
a segment of the population
would fall behind due to various
reasons, and they would have to
be protected. ,

Sen said the need Lo have a

| protective net applied to insti-
Ctutiemal erises as well, such as

the ones sweeping countries
like Thailand, South Korea and
Indonesia. But he warned
against any retraction from the
path of market reforms as a re-
sporise to the crises.

"It would be wise to keep the

market opportunities going and

have a protective net, rather
than create a lack of confi-
dence”, he said.

Sen conceded that he could
not find a single country where
all five opportunities were in
existence simultaneously, but
suggested that a balance would
have to be struck among the dif-
ferent ways to arrive at a ratio-

nal soriaf choice.

"A balance is needéd among
the diflerent ways human free-
doms are enhanced”, he said.

t the lecture, Sen
differed with the utilitarian
view that the mental
well-being of is a good
indicator of existence of justice.
He said that such approaches

ted the existence of in-

equalities and tion of
segments of the population.
Such inequ and depri-

vation can lead to massive
crises such as famines, unless
corrected through protective
nets and ormation flow
ensured By political opportuni-

ties.

He cited the of the
famines in Bengal in 1943, in
Bangladesh in 1974 and in
China in the 1950s to illustrate
the point that these could have
been averted or minimised if
Frutective nets and political
reedoms were in operation.

“Uncertainty of purchasing
power of rural wage-labourers
caused the famine of 1943 when
three million died. but in
Bangladesh 1974, there were
relativelv few deaths compared
to the size of the famine because
quick protective action was
taken to save the people”, said
Sen, who is considered a world
authority on the economy and
politics of famines.

In China, major gaps in in-
formation flow played a key
part in turning a massive food
shortage into a famine that
claimed nearly 30 million
lives. He pointed out that, in the
absence of opposition parties.
and a free gress. the govern-
ment was able to suppress in-
formation regarding the cro
shortfall. This had led all
provincial authorities to regard
their own shortages as localised
affairs, which were promptly
kept secret from the govern-
ment. The result was that no
corrective action was taken un-
til it was too late.

Sen returned to his original
theme of a partnership role for
the state and markets when il-
lustrating how to ensure that
famines do not claim many
lives. He said it would be a mis-
take to expecl either the state or

the markel to deal with fainines
eflectively on its own.

The state, Sen said, knows
little about marketing and
transporting of food, and the
market would respond only to
effective demand, that is de-
mand backed by real purchas-
ing power. A coalition, includ-

ing emergency intervention
thg stat:.gtwulﬂ be needed. by
“The state can create income
in famine-hit areas through
emergency am]plu_v,rment cre-
ation. The people can then cre-
ale the demand for food. The
privale sector can then move

the food to meet the demand”.
Sen said.

Jubo League

From Page 1

turned to the spot with the help
of police, and extinguished the
blaze, Fire Brigade sources said.

Police arrested seven per-
sons immediately after the in-
cident and produced them be-
fore the court yesterday. The

court granted one day's remand
for interrogation of the arrested
persons.

Third day

From Page 1
He said the leaflets were de-

signed to ‘arouse the ple' but
gave no further details.

The larﬁel Shi‘ite Muslim
south rebe against Saddam
following the 1991 Gulf War, but
the uprising was suppressed by
Iragi lorces.

audi armored units briefly
moved close to the Iraqi border
Thursday, apparenﬂ{l on a
surveillance mission, the Iraqi
official said. He spoke on cus-
tomary condition of
anonymity.

The aerial attack in the
early hours of today set off the
loudest explosions heard so far
since the United States
launched the operation early
Thursday. firing 450-kilogram
Tomahawk cruise missiles
from warships in the Gulf,

On Thursday night and early

Friday, B-52 heavy bombers
joined the blitz, firing 900 kilo-
gram cruise missiles. British
Tornado jels also participated
in the operation, named "Desert
Fox."

One missile appeared to have
hit in the vicinity ol the state
Military Industrial Corpora-
tion, and smoke could be seen
drifting up from the area. The
corporation is in charge of
Iraq's factories.

The Pentagon said more
than 200 missiles hit 50 sensi-
tive sites in the first attack, in-

cluding Saddam's military in-

telligence headquarters in
Baghdad and four barracks for
special security guards who pro-
tect weapons sites.

An assessment of the dam-
age from the second round of at-
tack wasn't immediately avail-
able.

To protest the strikes, Iraq's
ally Russia today recalled its
ambassador to Britain for ur-
gent consultations. The move
came a day after the Russian
ambassador to Washington was
recalled.

Meanwhile, in a letter to
Yeltsin Clinton has asked him
not to let the two countries dif-
ferences over Iraq air strikes
harm bilateral relations.

"We should not let our dis-

eement on Iraq have a nega-
tive effect on our bilateral rela-
tionship," Lockhart quoted
fromi L:Ifn on's letter.

China eriticized the United

of strike

States today for the air strikes
against Iraq, calling them a
case of "power politics” that set
a dangerous precedent.

Washington circumvented
the UN Security Council and ig-
nored diplomatic norms when
it acted alone in attankin% Iraq,
"creating a dangerous and odi-
ous precedent that shocked the
entire world.” the ruling Com-
munist Party's leading newspa-
per, People's Daily, said in a
commentary.

Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Zhu Bangzao added to
China's nfﬂ;:lial mndinmatiﬁ?é

ing " regret” over

ﬁiﬁmﬁgtat;p and Britain's
continued attacks. In a state-
ment carried by the official
Xinhua News Agency. Zhu
renewed Beijing's demand for
an immediate halt to the mili-
tary action.

BIMSTEC

From Page 1

which began here on Thursday,
ended yesterday setting the
agenda for the ministerial level
meeting.

The BIMSTEC. a forum of
five South Asian countries
comprising Bangladesh, India,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand
was formed to increase eco-
nomic cooperation among the
member countries.

“The meeting will consider
the proposal for membership of
Nepal, which expressed its will-
ingness to be a member of the
forum,” another foreign min-
istry official said but gave no
details.

AAninl statement will be
signed at the end of the ministe-
rial meeting. officials said.

3 foreign ships
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ernment to form a committee
which continued investigation
in this regard.

Meanwhile, port authorities
apprised the ::igut minister
for ports of the deadlock in de-

stroying the damaged food-
ains during his recent visit
ere.

Besides, the food cell also
wrote earlier to the higher au-
thorities to lift the ban in this
regard, port sources said.



