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Sampdoria
pick Platt

GENOA, Italy. Dec 17 (AP):
Former England captain David
Platt has been chosen to take
over as coach of Italian League
club Sampdoria of Genoa, me-
dia re s said Tuesday.

Platt, who helped Sampdo-
ria win an [talian Cup during
his playing days, will join the
team next week, the ANSA news
agency and Corrier dello Sport

nﬂ:&?ﬂ re ed.
said details of a con-
tract will be worked out later

this weeks when Platt returns
from Hong Kong, where he is
with and's Under-16 side.

At 32, he would be the

ungest coach in Serie A.

Platt retired as a player over
the summer, following a 14-

ar career in which he played
or Serie A sides Sampdoria,
Bari and Juventus, plus ish
clubs Crewe, Aston Villa and
Arsenal. He scored 209 goals in
500 matches.

Sampdoria fired first-year
coach Luciano Spalletti follow-

a 5-2 loss at o of Rome

on Sunday. The defeat dropped
the club into 14th place in the
18-team league, just one point
out of the relegation zone.

Italy too good
-for World XI

ROME, Dec 17: Parma
striker Enrico Chiesa scored a
second half hattrick on
Wednesday as Italy beat a rest of
the World XI 6-2 in a friendly
overshadowed by tragedy, re-
ports Reulers.

The deaths of at least 18 peo-

le when a block of flats col-
apsed in central Rome earlier
in the day cast a long shadow
over the exhibition match to
mark the centenary of the
Italian football federation.

Rescue workers were still
digging through the rubble for
survivors just two kms south of
the Olympic stadium as the
match got underway.

The teams observed a min-
ute's silence before kick-off and
fans paid traditional Italian
homage to the victims by ap-
plauding their memory.

"As it that was not eno to
dampen the party atmosphere,
the match was played within
hours of former Italian football
federation president and cur-
rent FIFA and UEFA vice-pres-
ident Antonio Materrase being
officially placed under investi-
gation as part of an ongoing
probe into doping in Italian
SOCCer. _

The timing of the judicial
move was not lost on
Materrasse.

"The choice of day is worth
noting,” he said, "evidently
someone has taken oiffence at
not being invited to the party."

"But in Italy prime ministers
and justice ministers are al-
ways bcin& placed under inves-
tigation. We who run football
are certainly non less worthy
than they are...”

On the pitch Chiesa’'s three
oals killed off a Rest of the

orld team boasting a fearsome
forward line in George Weah,
Gabriel Batistuta and Ronaldo.

Filippo Inzaghi had given
the Italians an early lead with
his third goal in two interna-
tionals but Weah and Batistuta
scored a goal each in the space
of two minutes to put the World
side ahead.

R e ol i g L e T

Thai defender (L) pulls down Kuwait's Bader Alhalebeej during their Asiad soccer semifinal
on December 16. Kuwait won 3-0.

Sino allegation of bribery

BANGHKOK, Dec 17 (AP): As
China neared the 100 gold
medal mark at the Asian Games
Thursday. one of their team
leaders said Chinese athletes
had been offered bribes to lose
in gold medal matches.

Furong, deputy head of
China's Asian Games delega-
tion, gave no names or other de-
tails. but said there had been
more than one case. The presi-
dent of the Olympic Council of
Asia, Sheikh Ahmed Al-Sabah,
said that if the Chinese do pro-
vide names, the OCA will order
an investigation,

Meanwhile. South Korea
were the big winners in Thurs-
day's early events, taking gold
in cycling, archery and bad-
minton.

But their total of 54 gold
medals was still far behind
China’s 96. Japan had 44 after
taking the badminton women's
singles.

uth Korea's archers swept
to their third gold medal. After
earlier taking the men's and
women's individual events,
they took the women's team
gold Thursday, winning a shot-
out with China 242-238, That
made Kim Jo-sun a double gold
medalist. =

In cycling, South Korea beat
Kazakstan by seven seconds for
the gold in men’'s four-kilome-
tre team pursuit cycling.

Kazakstan's Sergey Lavre-
nenko won the day's other cy-
cling gold, in the men's 40-
kilornetre points race. beating
Soulth Korea's Cho Ho sung 41
points to 34.

In early badminton finals,
Japan's Kanako Yonekura beat
China's Gur&ﬁhlchau 1-11, 11-
5. 11-6 for the women's singles
gold. Kim Dong-moon and La
Hgrung-min won an all-Korean
mixed doubles final 15-6, 15-8
against Lee Dong-soo and Kim
Rying-jin.

In the alleged bribery cases,

tried to use money to buy gold
medals. It wasn't just once."

"Of course, the athletes re-
fused,” he added.

Li said the athletes re-
sponded: "If you give me 100,000
American dollars I won't do it."

Wei Jizhong, a Chinese offi-
cial on the OCA Sports Commit-
tee, said an agent who spoke
Chinese approached the ath-
letes, but was not seen again af-
ter delegation leaders told the
athletes to try to remember the
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agenl's face and lLiclp catch the
person.

OCA president Al-Sabah
called the matter serious,
adding: "We are studying the
whole matter very carefully and
if and when we get the names,
we will order a full-fledged in-
vestigation. But we have to wait
until the Chinese give us the
names.”

~Meanwhile, a fast and ag-
Fruaivt South Korean team de-
eated Pakistan 3-2 Thursday,
advancing to the gold medal
match of the men's flield hockey
tournament,

— AFP photo

The Koreans will face the
winner of the Japan-India
semnifinal, being played later
Thursday. Korea scored two
field goals and converted one of
five penalty corners while Pak-
istan scored on two penalty
conversions.

IRAN, KUWAIT

SOCCER FINAL

. Iran gained a berth in the
Asian Games soccer final with a
1-0 victory Wednesday over a
Chinese side weakened by the
absence of their star striker and
coach.

For the gold medal, Iran face
Kuwait.

MEDALS TABLE

Fnlluwiniis the medal tally af-
ter all the competitions con-
cluded on Wednesday in the
13th Asian Games (tabulated

under, gold. silver. bronze and
total)

China 95 64 44 204
S Korea 49 34 41 124
Ja 4 44 153 141
C :ﬁi 17 14 32
Ka stan 16 18 21 55
Thailand 13 19 28 &
N Korea 5 1. & 22
Iran D & 9 2]
Kuwait 4 4 3 11
Malaysia 3 8 10 21
Hong Kong 3 2 6 1
India 2 3 9 14
Pakistan 2 3 3 B8
Singapore 2 2 7 1
Mongolia 2 0 0 2
Sri Lanka 2 0O 0O 2
Uzbekistan 1 13 10 24
Indonesia i1 5 .7 18
Philippines 1 3 7 1
Vietrmiam 1 3 F 1
Qatar I 2 1 4
Turkmenistan | 0 0 1
Myanmar 0O 4 3 7
Kyr tan 0O 3 3 &6
Jordan 0 3 1 4
Nepal 0 1 2 3
Syria C 1 1. 2
Bangladesh 0O O 1 1
UAE 0O 0 1 1
Oman 0 0 1 1

AB Bank TT

One Senior Division and
four First Division matches of
the AB Bank table tennis leaguc
were decided at the Dhanmondi
woodenfloor gymnasium yes-
terday, reports APB.

Brothers Union blanked In-
ter Sports 3-0 sets in a Senior
Division super league matcl.

In the men's group of First
Division league, Dilkusha KC
trounced Angels Club 3-0 sets
while Wari Club (junior) posted
a 3-0 sets victory over Swa-
mib TTS.

Mirpur TTS and Polymar
Club won their respective mat-
ches in women's group.

Barcelona
thrash

Red Star

CADIZ, Spain, Dec 17:
Barcelona returned to winning
ways when they beat Red Star
B:fadt 4-1 in a friendly in
Cadiz on Wednesday, reports
Reuters.

The match was an easy one
for Louis van Gaal's side but the
result was welcome after four
consecutive league defeats.

Dutch trio Philip Cocu,
Patrick Kluivert and E;)nudewijn
Zenden scored the first three

Barcelona goals. Oscar Garcia
rounded off the scoring with a
penalty,

Basuki grabs
tennis gold

BANGEKOK, Dec 17: Indone-
sia's Yayuk Basuki overcame a
patriotic crowd to crush home-
town hope Tamarine Tanasug-
arm 6-4, 6-2 in the women's ten-
nis final at the Asian Games
Thursday, reports AP.

Basuki. ranked No 56 by the
WTA, rode to victory an a strong
groundstroke assault against
the No 37-ranked Tamarine.
A full house tried to lift the
21-year-old Thai aflter she

The pair are close friends be-
cause of time spent together on
the world tour and had a long
hug at the net after Tamarine
hit a backhand wide an the sec-
ond match point.

Tamarine accepted flowers
from her fans but spent the next
half-hour trying to smile
through her disappointment
and ward off tears. Basuki. who
is seven years Tamarines se-
nior, Lriedy to keep her opponent
cheered up and hugged her sev-
eral more times belore and dur-
ing the medal ceremony.

Basuki had an early break in
the first set. Serving for the set
at 5-4, she reached set point
with a forehand down the line.
She missed a backhand drop
shot on the next point, but fin-
ished the set with a well-placed
second serve, Tamarine lunged
but hit a weak forehand into the
net.

In the second set, Basuki
broke in the first game on her
fifth break point when
Tamarine's forehand down the
line went into the net. She
broke again for 4-1 and served
out the match from 5-2.

South Korea became the first
man through to the gold medal
ame with a 6-3. 6-3 win over
srinath Prahlad of India.

Zol

MANCHESTER,
England, Dec 17:
A late equaliser
by Gianfran
Zola earned
: Chelsea a point
after Andy Cole had looked Lo
have won the English Premier
League game for Manchester
United with a strike in first
half stoppage time, reports
Reuters,

Zola played a neat one-two
with Uruguayan substitute
Gustavo Poyet before neatl
clipping the ball over the ad-
vancing Peter Schemichel with
only eight minutes left to con-
tinue Chelsea’s record of losing
only twice at Old Trafford in
their last 24 league games.

The classy strike cancelled
out Cole's opener which was the
highlight ol a dire first period
that saw referee Graham Barber
hand out five yellow cards — all
to Chelsea players.

Cole capitalised on some
loose defending in the visitor's
box to drill home a low effort
past Ed de Goey's right hand af-
ter Nicky Butt's shot had hit his
feet and bounced kindly for the
United forward.

‘United stay second in the
league with 31 points, two be-
hind Aston Villa. Chelsea are
third on 30.

United boss Alex Ferguson
admitted his subdued team had

a denies Man United

met their match in Chelsea.
le said "it was a great result

for us, Chelsea were the better

GIANFRANCO ZOLA

team. They played the better
football in the last twenty
minutes. They deserved the re-
sult as we were disappointing.”
But Ferguson was frustrated
by referee Graham Barber's de-

The Dgily Mar 15

cision not to penalise dernard
Lambourde when he a?mmd to
trip Dwight Yorke as the United
man had a clear run at goal
with United already one in
front. !

He added: It was a sending
off. It was the same referee who
sent ofl Nicky Butt for the same
sort of thing earlier this season.
All we want is consistency from
the officials.”

Chelsea boss Gianluca Vialli
felt his team should have gone
home victorious but was ha
to settle for a point. He said: "We
Fla ed really well and if you

00 at the way we played in
the second half we should have
scored more than one goal.

"But United were in front for
a long time and when that hap-
pens they tend to defend deeper.
May be if they hadn't scored
they would have been more at-
tacking in the second half."
Vialli was full of praise for
goalscorer Zola but was happier
with his team play than his
scoring rate.

""He's im his e, €S-
ially when the npﬁoaitinn
ave the ball. We know he is ca-
pable of great skills but he has
to work harder when he loses
the ball.
Tonight he and Tore Andre
Flo did that and Zola's goal was
their reward.”

Th

LONDON,. Dec 17:
David Beckham,
who has been reg-
ularly singled out
for abuse on the
pitch since his
sending-off while playing for
England against Argentina in
the World Cu;:{], believes many
fans boo him because they are
"Jealous.” reports AFP.
Beckham discovered after
Wednesday's European Cham-

n
L '

pions' League quarterfinal draw
that he will be facing Diego
Stneone in the next round of
the competition when Manch-
ester Linited play Inter Milan.

And Simeone is the Argen-
tinian midfielder he kicked to
get sent off during England'’s
World Cup exit.

The 23-year-old Beckham
was made a scapegoat for Eng-
land's defeat in France after
ten-man England lost to Ar-

dropped the opening set, but she |
suflered two breaks in the sec-
ond.

Meanwhile Yoon Yong-II ol

.......

Japari's wall trying to block a freekick during their Asiad
ladies' fuotball semifinal against Taiwan yesterday.

—~ AFP photo

at's how Beckham sees it

gentina on penalties and when
the national team returned
home some reports said that he
was considering moving to a
European club.

But Beckham shrugged off
the "boo boys." .

“The reason fans abuse me is
because they are jealous of me
most of the time," he sighed,
adding: "They see me doing well
on the pitch ... playing for
Manchester United ... playin
for England ... enjoying my life
... playing with a smile on my
face ... and | suppose booing is
their way of get back at me.
I think when people boo you it's
a sign of respect really.”

kham said he was espe-
cially grateful to Manchester
United fans for the way they
helped him cope after the World
Cup backlash.

“Full credit to them and for
the letters ['ve received.” he

says.

"The papers were saying 'Is
he going to go'? but I wasn't go-
ing to leave United. The way the
fans were to me and the way the
manager was to me made me
even more determined to stay.

"To be honest | don't think it
would be as bad as it actually
got. [ flew straight out to New
York which was my way of get-
ting away from everything. But
it was hard for my mum and
dad. They had 28 photographers
camped outside the house.”

Beckham received police

protection when he first re-

“turnéd to United's ChHff trdthing

ground but was heartened by
messages of support from fellow
players and several phone calls
from Ray Wilkins, who was sent
off playing for England in the
1986 World Cup in Mexico,

"A lot of people have said the
treatment 1 got after the World
Cup was unfair. And 1 think it
was. But [ can't do anythin
about that. A lot of people really

l Chins's Li said. "Some people blew it out of proportion.”
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