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Division I Chess
Leonine now
clear leaders

Sports Reporter
Leonine Chess Club main-
tained their lead in the First
Division chess league with a 4-0
whitewash of Mahakhali
Prodeep Sangha in the 10th
round held at the NSC chess

room yesterday.
Leonine's Latvian Grand

Master Igors Raussis, who ear- .

lier in the 9th round tasted his
first draw in the league with
Brothers Union's Moniruzza-
man on Wednesday, came back
to his winning way with an easy
victory over Monodeep in the
first board. Belarus Grandmas-
ter Yuri Suleman continued
with his superb form with his
tenth successive win defeating
Badrul in the second board
while Khandker Kayes Hasan
and Abu Sufian Shakil com-
pleted the rout winning their
respective boards against Ma-
sum and Ahad.

Leonine, the hplders who
defeated Brothers Union 3-1 in
the ninth round, with yester-
day's win, remained atop the
14-team league table having
raised their tally to 34 points,
one point ahead of title chasers
Biman, who have 33 points on
completion of the 10th round.

In Thursday's round, Biman
posted a 3-5-.5 win over West
Jatrabari Krira Chakra. Biman
also won their ninth round

clash against Farashganj Spor-
Club a day earlier 2.5-1.5.

tas Club are still in third
lace with 28 points after de-
?&ating Kamalapur Samayj
Kalyan O' Krira Sangha in the
tenth round.

Sheetal h’ball
final today

Jatrabari Krira Chakra will
take on Arambagh Krira
Sangstha today in the final of
the Sheetal First Division
women handball league at the
Dhanmondi Sultana Kamal
Women's Complex at*'3:30 pm,
reports UNB.

President of the Bangladesh
Olympic Association Mahbubur
Rahman will witness the final
as chief guest and distribute the
prizes.

Jatrabari Krira Chakra
moved into the final defeating
Azad SC by 25-11 goals in the
first semifinal, The winners
dominated the first half 16-4
goals.

Rozina netted 9 and Akherul
8 for the winners while Afruza
scored 4 for the losers.

In the day's second semifi-
nals, Arambagh Krira Sangstha
outplayed Viquarunnesa Noon
School & College 22-11 after
leading the first half 12-3.

Rebeka and Sarna scored 8
oals for the winners while

asilata netted 7 goals for the
losers.

The third place-decider be-
tween Azad SC and Viguarun-
_nesa_-Noon School & Cellege
"will also be held’ tdday“at the

same venue at 1:45 pm.

Sanath wants
divorce

COLOMBO, Dec 17: Sri
Lanka’'s star batsman Sanath
Jayasuriya has moved a court
here seeking divorce with
Sumukhu Karunanayake on the

ounds of malicious desertion
arely six months after wed-
ding, reports PTI.

In his law suit filed last
week, Jayvasuriya accused
Sumukhu, a former Air Lanka
air hostess, of cruel behaviour
and said the continuation of the
marital relationship was
detrimental to his cricketing
career.

The news of Jayasuriya's le-

al action for divorce was con-
rmied yesterday by sources in

his family setting at rest weeks
of speculation about the prob-
lems.
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Ricky's belated
[ ] [
realisation

MELBOURNE, Dec 17: Aus-
tralian Test cricketer Ricky
Ponting admitted today he
made an error in not telling the
Australian Cricket Board
sooner about being offered
money by a bookmaker in Syd-
ney last year, reports AFP.

The bookmaker approached
Ponting at a %;'eyhnun meeting
and offered him a four-figure
sum for information about
team selections and pitch con-
ditions. Ponting turned the of-
fer down.

Ponting has been struggling
in the Test series against Eng-
land and is in danger of losing
his place for the Boxing Day
Test but denied his lack of form
was connected to the betting
scandal.

"I don't think so. it hasn't
been playinﬁ on my mind at the
crease and hopefully it won't af-
fect me from here on,” Ponting
said.

"It's just been a concentra-
tion thing."

Ponting said he told his
manager about the approach
and then decided to let the mat-

ter rest, believing it was not a
serious issue.

But he informed ACB chief

executive Malcolm Speed before
the start last week of the Ade-
lajdg Test. 4 o

said Pontin ad of-
fa’emg lnfnrmallnngjuut be-
fore it was revealed that fellow
Test stars Shane Warne and

Mark Waugh had accepted
11,000 dollars (6,600 US) from a

bookmaker in Sri Lanka four’

years ago to provide similar
information.

Two other former Test play-
ers, Australian Greg Matthews
and New Zealander Danny
Morrison have also said they
were approached by bookmak-
ers.

The ACB launches in in-
quiry next week into player
conduct amid con over
the bookmaker scandal which
continues to ripple through the
cricket world.

DURBAN, South
Africa, Dec 17
(Reuters/ Inter-
net): The West In-
dies recorded the
first victory of

outh African tour when

their
beat a Natal XI by eight

th
wickets in a one-day game on
Wednesda

After c{tsmissing the home
side for a mcdest 120, the
tourists knocked up 123 for two
in just 25.3 overs.

Openers Clayton Lambert
and Junior Murray did the bulk
of the damage with an opening
stand of 100 before Lambert was
bowled by Desigan Reddy for 58
which came off 63 deliveries
and included five fours and four
sixes.

Murray. finished with 46 not
out as Shivnarine Chanderpaul
hit Reddy for six over long-off
to win the match.

Medium pacer Reddy, who
went for 18 in his first over, fin-
ished with two for 34 off 3.3
overs.

Franklyn Rose put the West
Indies on track for victory
when he took three for 21 in an
unbroken spell of 10 overs alter
overnight rain delayed the start

of play for 50 minutes.

Rose's new ball partner
Nixon McLean gave him solid
support, taking three for 25.

he tourists failed to win
any of their first seven matches
and lost both Test matches, nei-
ther of which have featured
Rose.

Rose dismissed opener Keith
Forde. Jonty Rhodes and
Mehmood Badat in an impres-
sive performance that will im-
press selectors ahead of the
third Test, which starts in Dur-
ban on December 26.

Former Test opener Andrew
Hudson was the only home
player to make anwna with a
polished 38 off 50 s.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard in the limited
over tour match between Nasal
X1 and the West Indies at the
Chatsworth Oval on Wednes-

day:

NATAL X1
K Forde b Rose
L Klusener ¢ Rose b McLean 1
A Mall b McLean
A Hudson run out
J Rhodes ¢ Murray b Rose
M Badat ¢ Murray b Rose

i
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B Zibane ¢ Murray b Dillon 8

R MacQueen ¢ Reifer b Lewis 23
D ne% b McLean 18
G Gilder ¢ Ganga b Lewis 6
C Tatton not out 0
Extras: (Ib-2, w-6, nb-3) 11
Total (All out 39.4 overs) 120

Fall of wkts: 1-5; 2-7; 3-18, 4-
26: 5-37: 6-62; 7-68; 8- » 9-
113.

on~wwE

S Chanderpaul not out 6
Extras: (Ib-4, w-5, nb-1) 10
Total: (For two in 25.3 overs) 123
Did not bat: CH . B Lara
(captain), F Reifer, R Lewis, F
Rose, N McLean, M Dillion.
Fall of wkts: 1-100: 2-116.

Bowler , O M R W

Klusener 7 0 14 O

Gilder 8 0 41 O

7 2 30 0

Rady 33 0 3 2

Result: West Indies won by
cight wickets.

‘England beat PM's XI

CANBERRA, Dec
17 (Reuters/ In-
ternet): England’s
cricketers com-
pleted a confi-
HE P et dence-boostin
victory over the  Australian
Prime Minister's XI in a light-
hearted limited-overs ericket
match on Thursday.

After winning the toss and
choosing to bat at Manuka
Oval, England recovered from a
disastrous start at 26 for four to
post a creditable total of 225 for
eight from their 50 overs.

. Reserve wicketkeeper War-
ren Hegg was top scorer with 47
while Nasser Hussain made 41
from 54 balls.

The key to England’s recov-
ery, however, was the perfor-
mance of the tail, which has
been roundly criticised after a
series of collapses in the three
Ashes Tests.

The lower order got among
the runs on Thursday, with
Dominic Cork (22). Robert Croft
(19 not out) and Angus Fraser
(23 not out) lifting the tourists
to a respectable total.

England captain Alec Stew-
art said: "I just said to them
with four games of cricket to go.
you're looking to win all four.”

"Get out there and show ev-
eryone we've still got a bit of
pride in our performances."

The PM's XI also got off to a
bad start when they lost their
first two wickets for just two
rnns,

Daniel Marsh, son of former
test wicketkeeper Rod Marsh,
threatened, to turn the match
around before he was eventu-
ally out for 74, cayght by Mark
Butcher from the bowling of off-
spinner Croft.

Australia’s cricket-lovin
Prime Minister John Howar
had to leave the match shortly
after the toss to deliver a state-
ment on the Iraqgi crisis but re-
turned to the match soon after.

England's victory came as
some relief to a side which has
been condemned after their
dismal performance in the
Ashes series, even though
Thursday's match was not al-
ways serious.

Australian Test captain
Mark Taylor took none for 16
in a single over. Fraser ham-
mered him for two sixes after
being bowled by a Taylor no-
ball that bounced twice before it
hit the stumps.

Stewart and Taylor both de-
scribed the game as a social
match and said it would have
little bearing on the two re-
maining Ashes Tests.

"I don't think they were try-

ing to get a psychological edge
ur::gt of 1%1: da?v. think they were
just looking for a run round the
park,” Taylor said.

Stewart added: "It's a slight
festival game... but you can
imagine what would have been
said if we lost.”

England's next fixture is a
four-day match against an
Australian XI in Hobart start-
ing on Saturday.

Meanwhile, back home En-

lish cricket was castigated on

ednesday as negative, timid
and hopelessly inadequate after
Australia clinched the Ashes
for the sixth successive series,

Few England fans were sur-
prised by Australia’s success bul
the abject manner of England's
surrender was widely con-
demned. ,

Former England captain Bob
Willis and Wisden editor
Matthew Engel both questioned
the work ethic preached by
manager Graham Gooch and
captain Alec Stewart.

"Maybe there has been loo
much hard labour,” Willis wrote
in the Daily Mail. 'l cannot say
I am a huge admirer of the ex-
ireme work ethic most associ-
ated with Gooch.

“It worked well for such a
single-minded individual as
him but it worries me that it
might not be appropriate for ev-
eryone on what is still a long
and gruelling tour.”

Engel, commenting in The

Guardian. said England seemed
too terrified of failure to have a
chance of success.
- "Maybe it would help if Eng-
land lightened up and discov-
ered a little enjoyment and a
little of their own cricketing
individuality and self-expres-
sion,” Engel said, )

Simon Barnes, a columnist
with the Times, said the culture
of English cricket had gone
badly wrong.

"In an awful way. an on-go-
ing collapse takes the blame
away from personal failure," he
wrote.

"I failed; but then so did ev-
erybody else. right? Right. So
that's all right then.”

Ian Botham, who plaved in
the last England side to win a
series against Australia in
1986/87. said England had been
wrong to drop paceman Alex
Tuder after his success in the
second Test in Perth.

"We've got to stop being so
bloody conservative and unad-
venturous in our selection,” he
wrote in the Mirror.

Writing in the Independent
under the headline "Laughing
stock of the world,” Henry

Blofeld said it had been embar-
rassing watching England

ELrqule to compete.
“On this last day at the Ade-
laide Oval. | found myself won-

dering if 1 would ever see
England win back the Ashes,”
he said.

Comment in the tabloids
was predictably harsh. The Ex-
press announced the death of
English cricket and John
Etheridge in the Sun said the
explanation for England's fail-
ure was “1|.l|.rit.’ﬂuf:ringlj.F simple.”

i;j"Thf:}r ain't good enough,” he
said.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard in the limited
over match between an Aus-
tralian Prime Minister's XI and
England on Thursday;

ENGLAND
Butcher ¢ Richards b Harrity 4
Stewart ¢ Campbell b Creevey 34
Hollioake ¢ Campbell
b Nicholson 0
Hick ¢ Katich b Nicholson 6
Crawley ¢ Campbell b Harrity O

Hussain ¢ Cr b Marsh 41
Hegg b Creevey 47
Cork c Katich b Harrity 2
Croft not out 19
Fraser not out 23
Extras: (Ib-12, w-15, nb-2) 29

Total: (For eight wickets in 50

overs) 225
Fall of wkts 1-5; 2-8; 3-21: 4-

26:; 5-85; 6-107; 7-160; B-196.
Did not bat: A Mullally.

Bowler O M R W
Harrity 10 0 46 3
Nicholson 9 0 3¢ 2
Creevey g9 0 X 2
Hansen 6 0 27 0
Marsh 10 0 33 |
Symonds ° 5 0 2 0
Taylor 1 0 16 0
PRIME MINISTER'S XI
Richards c Croft b Fraser 28

Campbell ¢ Butcher b Mullally O
Katich b Mullally 0
Symonds ¢ Stewart b Fraser 18

Hodge b Hollioake 12
Taylor ¢ Butcher b Cork 25
Marsh ¢ Butcher b Hick 74
Creevey ¢ Hegg b Croft 7
Nicholson ¢ Butcher b Hick 13
Hansen not out 1
Harrity b Hick 14

Extras: (b-4. 1b-10, w-1, nb-2) 17
Total: [All out in 48.4 overs) 209

Fall of wkts: 1-2; 2-2; 3-48; 4-
52; 5-70; 6-105; 7-122: B-185; 9-

185; 10-209
Bowler O M R W
Fraser 10 2 40 2
Mullally 10 2 28 2
Cork 10 1 5 1
Hollioake 6 0 4l 1
Croft 10 0 49 0
Hick 2.4 0 12 3
Result: England won by 16
runs.,
—_——

BONN, ‘Dec 17:
Two goals from
midfielder Stefan
Effenberg steered
Bayern Munich to
a 2-0 win at bot
tom club Borussia Moench-
engladbach on Wednesday and
a six-point lead at the top of the
German First Division, reports
Reuters.

Playing against his old club,
Effenberg opened the scorin
from close range in the eight
minuty: andhcumpleled the vic-
tory Irom the penalty spot in
the 27th. N

The victory allowed Lhe
record Bundesliga champions
from Bavaria to build a com-
fortable lead over second-
Elaccd Bayer Leverkusen at the

alfway point in the champi-
onships.

Bayern and Borussia used to
Elay out classic top-to-the ta-

les encounters in the 1970s
when the two teams could boost
big names like Bayern's Franz
Backenbauer and Moencheng-
landbach's Berti Vogts.

But Wednesday's match was
one-side.

Effenberg, a controversial
figure who was sent home from
the 1994 World Cup for makin
an obscene gesture at the :

it the visitors in front after he

k a pass from Michael Tar-

nat,
penalty af-

He converted the
ter a foul by midfielder Martin
Schneider on Bayern striker
Carsten Jancker.

In the night's other match,
lowly MSV Duisburg used three
second-half goals to beat cham-

ilons Kaiserslautern 3-1.
serslautern, who had won
their last seven | e matches,
went ahead striker Uwe
Roesler in the minute.

But Dui points
to léave the relegation zone,
came back with goals from
Markus Beierle Dane Sti
Toefting in the 48th and 64t
minutes respectively.

Danish striker Erik Bo An-

dersen sealed the home side's
victory in the dying moments.
A win would have allowed
Kaiserslautern to move to sec-
ond place just behind Bayern —
their opponents in an all Ger-

Bayern go six points clear

man European Cup quarter-fi-
nal next March.

Coach Otto Rehhagel's men
remained third while Duisburg
climbed five places up to 12th
the 18-strong table.

Yiae Jindl of 8oiith Korea (B crosves: ihe: Binistiling first
to win the gold in the 800 metres of the Asian Games

yesterday. .

— AP/UNB photo |

Sport
indies on winning way

Dhaka Club Blue ||

retain nat'l
bridge title

Dhaka Club Blue playing in

the name A Samad's team have
retained the national bridge
championship yesterday, says a
press release.
M Waliul Haque the senior
most member of the team has
earned the distinction of being
a member of all the teams that
won this championship for the
last five consecutive years since
1994.

The eighteenth national

bridge championship was inau-
urated by Obaidul Quader,
tate Minister for Youth and
Sports on December 10.
others present were ASM Sha-
jahan, Secretary, Ministry of
Sports, Samson H Chowdhury,
Chairman, Square Group, Ma-
har Jafri, president of the BE-
AAME & vice president of
World Bridge Federation and
Farooq Sobhan, President of
BBF.

In all 24 teams out of which
six from outside Dhaka ci-
pated. After 7 days of fighting
over 475 deals. A Samad's team
retained the title by defeating
Kamal's team by 123 IMPs over
a 96-board final. The Blue
proved to be better in as-
Rg:]tdnf the game like bidding

play and defense. The Blue
were captained by M A K Feroze
Ahmed and the members were
M Waliul Haque, Brig (Rtd) Az-
izul Haque, A T M Moazzeam
Hossain and Jahirul Haque.
While the runners- up were
comprised of Shamsuzzaman
Kamal (captain), Syed Shujaud-
din, Mobinul Islam. Rafiqul H
Siddiqui Tultul & Mamun.

Samad was president of the
Bangladesh Bridge Federation
for 20 s and is currently
sick. Let's all pray for his early
recovery.

The event was sponsored by
Square Group.

W alsh stabbed
in the back!

LONDON, Dec 17 (Reuters/
Internet): English county side
Gloucestershire have with-
drawn a new two-year contract
offered to West Indies fast
bowler Couriney Walsh.

Walsh has been at the club
for the past 14 years and was
leading wicket-taker in English
first class cricket last season
with 106.

But Gloucestershire were
unhappy that he would miss

art of next year playing in the
orld Cup.

BBC radio quoted the 36-
year-old player, who this
month became the third highest
wicket-taker in Test cricket, as
saying he had been "stabbed in
the back” by the decision.

That drew an angry response
from Gloucestershire chief ex-
ecutive Colin Sexstone:

"We don't know why he
thinks that,” he said. "We have
been nothing but totally pro-
fessional, everything has been
communicated to Courtney in
writing.”

Gloucestershire are expected
to seek an all-rounder. to be
available all season, as their
replacement f[oreign player.

Lloyd rebuts
rift report

DURBAN, South Africa, Dec
17 (Reuters/Intermet): West In-
dies team manager Clive Lloyd,
faced with claims of a rift in his
tour party in South Africa, said
on Thursday they are united in

-an attempt to overcome their
wretched form.

The Jamaica Gleaner news-
paper reported this week that
some of the squad’'s more junior
players were unhappy about a
new salary scale arrived at after
a pre-tour dispute over pay and
conditions between the players
and West Indies Cricket Board
(WICB).

It was agreed during crisis
talks with the WICB in London
that players who had appeared
in a certain number of Tests
would be paid more than less
experienced teammates.

"The problem (relating to
defeats in the first two test
matches against South Africa)
has nothing to do with cricket,"
the Gleaner quoted an unnamed
player as saying.

"It is the way things are go-
ing. There is no team spirit.
Some of the players and the
captain are hardly on speaking
terms.”

Other players contacted were
unwilling to discuss the matter
on or off the reccrd.

Howevcur, Lloyd was
adamant the squad was united
in their quest to come back
from their 2-0 series deficit in
the remaining three Tests,

]

Pringle calls
[ ]
it a day

WELLINGTON., Dec 17: New
Zealand medium-pace bowler
Chris Pringle on Wednesday
anncunced his retirement from
representational cricket be-
cause of a continuing ankle in-
jury, reports Reuters.

Pringle, 30, was a one-day
specialist for New Zealand, tak-
ing more than 100 wickets in
internationals.

His retirement [rom all but

club cricket came at the start of
his testimonial season.

Babylon, Credit
Agricole win

Sports Reporter

Babylon Group and Credit

cole Indosuez won their re-
spective JPGL aﬁhts Profes-
sionals' Cup matches played at
different city venues on
Wednesday.

At the BUET ground, Baby-
lon (162 for 8 in 25 overs) de-
feated BOC (161 for 6 in 30
overs) by two wickets while
Credit Agricole (189 for 8 in 30
overs) handed Philips

sh Limited (169 all out
in 24.3 overs) a 20-run defeat at
the British-American Tobacco

ground.
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A delighted Jyotirmoyee Sikdhar (R) of India acknowledges the crowd's applause after
winning the gold in the 800 metres of the Asian Games yesterday.

DELHI, Dec 17
(India Abroad Ne-
ws Service): "Jyo-
tirmoyee who?"
were two oft-repe-
ated words heard

across India after the television
flashed the news of the new
"golden girl” of Indian athletics.

Even veteran sports writers
were looking at one another in
the hope of gleaning some in-
formation on the new star on
the Indian firmament, Jyotir-
moyee Sikdar. who won for In-
dia its first gold medal at the
Bangkok Asian Games by pip-
ping her Chinese rival to the
tape in the 1500 metre race. All
that changed in a matter of four
minutes and 12.82 seconds on
Monday.

As her more illustrious
compatriots like P.T. Usha and
Rosa Kutty bit the dust of
Bangkok's Thammasat Uni-
versity Stadium in the 400 me-
tres, Sikdar ran the race of her

life to win the gold medal, Indi-

a's first athletics gold at the
Asian Games in a dozen years.

Most superlative perfor-
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mance stories on the sporting
arena have sad and often mis-
erable chapters to them. Sik-
dar’s is no different. Born into a
large family — she has three sis-
ters and I?u brothers — Jyotir-
moyee, affectiona known as
Jyoti, had a mgxud}md in
the sleepy West of
Debagram in Nadia district. Her
father Gurudas Sikdar's sc-
hoolteaching job fetched him
just enough to feed the family,
S0 any extra nourishment, so
much a part of a budding ath-
lete, was out.

Thus it was that when the
Indian Railways offered her
job, Jyoti was only too glad to
take it. She had made her pres-
ence felt way back in 1992 when
she won her first medal in the
state championship. But there-
after she was not heard of till
1995 when she won the 800-
metre gold medal in the Asian
Track and Field Champi-
onships in Jakarta.

The gold medal brought fur-
ther glory in the form of the Ar-
juna Award, the highest honour
for Indian sportspersons given

— AFP photo

Jyoti: India's golden girl

away by the country's Presi-.
dent.

Fame brought misery too, in
the form of a run-in with a West
Bengal athletics official. Lile
got too sticky for Sikdar to
carry on -with her favourite
sport. It was either goodbye to
the track or goodbye to West
Bengal. Luckily for her, and in
hindsight for India too, she
chose the latter.

Jyoti left West Bengal and

"went south to Tamil Nadu. She

continued to work at her run-
ning. She was selected to the In-
dian squad for the Atlanta
Olympics, but instead of letting
her run her favourite 800 me-
tres, the officials put her in the
relay team. The result; Early
disqualification. This, more
than any other, has rankled her
ever since.

The Asiad gold will go a lo
way in alleviating that sense o
loss. And Jyoti is not through
with it yet. She still has the 8
metres to run. All India is wait-
ing for what could be the icing
on the Bangkok cake.

BANGKOK, Dec 17 [AP): Ath-
letes and officials at the Asian
Games are big drinkers.

They're expected to down 1.7
million cans and bottles of soft
drinks and drinking water dur-
ing the 15-day event.

Daily. the Athletes Village is
also supplied with 1,200 kilo-
grams (2,640 pounds} of ice
cubes to keep drinks ceol wher
athletes go out to train.

"The athletes can also use
the ice for first aid in case they
suffer any sporting injuries,”
says Choopong Kiangsiri, a
manager of the village where
the Garmes' 6.000 athletes reside.

NOW, THE SNOW

With the Asian Games in the
home stretch, the continent is
turning to the snow for its next
sporling exiravaganza,

Foriy days after the closing
ceremony of the 13th Asian
Games, the stage will be set for
the 4th Asian Winter Games in
South Korea's Kangwon
Province.

Scheduled for the January
30-February 6 event is competi-
tion in alpine skiing, regula-
tion and short-track speed
skating, figure skating cross-
comntry skiing, biathlon and
ice hockey.

The Games are being held at
five venues with three com-

lexes in the mountainous
ackbone of the Korean Penin-
sula.

The mascot: A smiling
Manchurian black bear with its
arms out in welcome.

HONING IN ON

MEDALS

Specialisation is the key to
success among a number of na-
tions grappling for medals at
the Asian Games.

The Kuwaitis focused on
shooting, where they picked up
seven of their eight medals,
while seven of Indonesia's 13
medals came from the martial
arts as of Wednesday.

Over 45 per cent of Singa-
pore’s medals have been earned
in yachting, and the sport is

also the most successful one for
another seaside competitor —

* Hong Kong. It won a gold, a sil-

ver and a bronze on the water.

All of Qatar's five medals
come from athletics and a third
of Uzbekistan's 25 medals were
WwoIl in canoeing. ;

Weightlifters frem Myan-
mar, also called Burma, gave
their nation five of its seven
medals. h

A half of Iran's medals come
from martial arts and 60 per
cent of Mongolia's were won in
judo

WEATHER WATCH

Soccer fans in Bangkok are
hoping for foul weather. It may
be the only way they'll be able to
see the Thai team play China
for an Asian Games bronze
medal Saturday.

The event has been sched-
uled for Songkhla in southern
Thailand and organisers say it
would be unfair to switch the
venue after all the preparations
and tickets sales.

But the chairman of the
Games' executive committee,
Jurin Laksanawisit, said that if
storms or other weather prob-
letns surfaced it would be "rea-
sonable for the technical com-
mittee to look for a new compe-
tition place.”

ONLY THE BEST,
PLEASE

Track performances may be
better than ever, but fewer ath-
letes are competing because
countries want only their finest
to take part in the Asian Games,
says one of Asia's top sports of-
ficials.

Maurice R Nicholas, secre-
tary-treasurer of the Asian
Amgateur Athletic Association,
says the choice is left to na-
tional Olympic commitlees,
which have generally opted to
just bring potential winners
rather than giving more ath-
letes a chance to participate in
the Games.

For the first time in the 47-
year history of the Games, Sin-
gapore didn't send a single track

and field athlete to the Bangkok
Games because none was
deemed good enough.

NO AGE LIMIT TO

STAY

The Asian Games are likely
to stay with no age limit for
soccer rather than conform to
the Olympic Games, where only
players under 23 compete. The
age limit was first imposed at
the 1992 Olympics in
Barcelona, when the Interna-

‘tional Olympic Committee: and

the world soccer body decided it
should give young players an
opportunity to shine in world-
class competition.

But Voravi Magudee, secre-
tary-general of the Football As-
sociation of Thailand, says al-
lowing players of all ages, in-
cluding older World Cup partic-
ipants, to compete enlivened
matches at the Asian Games.

He said many teams had in
fact sent younger players to the
Bangkok Games. More than
half of Japan's players are un-
der 23, as are many on the Chi-
nese and South Korean teams.

FIFA's th_r-ée

ZURICH, Switzerland., Dec
17: Brazilian ace Ronaldo,
Croatian star Davor Suker and
French World Cup winner
Zinedine Zidane were on
Tuesday named by FIFA as the
three contenders for the 1998
player-of-the-year award, re-
ports AFP.

Football's international
governing body said the winner
would be announced at a gala
evening in Barcelona on
February 1.

Ronaldo has won the award
— voted for by national team
coaches — for the last two .
The other winners have been
George Weah (Liberia, 1995},
Romario (Brazil, 1994), Roberio
Baggio (Italy, 1993}, Marco van
Basten (Holland, 1992) and
Lothar Matthaeus (Germany,
1991).
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