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Heroes Who Came in from the Cold

Two Bir Uttams of the greater Barisal region emerge from the shadows

By Aroop Talukdar

HILE names of many
freedom fighters
remain unknown even

today, it seems that few people .

remember the martyred sol-
diers, even if they were deco-
rated highly posthumously,
Though the whole nation
should remember those who
fought and died for freedom of
this nation, many remain un-
known.

One such forgotien hero is
Shaheed Subedar Major Khan-.
dnkc:r Far.lur Rahman of Aulia-

ﬁe in Bakerganj thana
nf Barisal. Although awarded
the Bir Uttam for hrmrcry in the
battlefield, the name of this
valiant freedom fighter was
unknown to the people of this
region, even to the Muktijodhya
Sangsad of Barisal for the past

27
| mﬂy. the name of Fazlur
Rahman came to the li

That day Salma Parveen,
daughter of Fazlur Rahman
came to the Muktijodhya

sad of Barisal to get a rec-
nmmendntinn for sinkmF a
 deep tubewell at their vil
home. Enayet Hossain Chuwd-
hury, executive committee
member of the Sangsad was
resent there. Parveen went to

m and said, “My father was a
freedom fighter, I'm his dau%ﬁ-
.ter. Please, recommend for in-
stalling a tubewell at our village
home". :

Astonished, Enayet Chowd-
hury later became more sur-
prised’ when he came to know
that Parveen's father was not
only a freedom fighter but also
a recipient of Bir Uttam title for
his heroic dedication and gal-
lantry in the war fields of 1971.
He fought for his motherland to
his last. Fazlur Rahman is one
of three freedom fighters from
the greater Barisal region deco-
rated with the Bir Uttam. The
other two EI‘E Captain (later Ma-
or] Shah mar and Hav-

dar Abdus Satta.r

Shaheed Fazlur Rahman's
credentials had remained un-
known even to his family
members, until Salma Parveen
received her father's Bir Uttam
certificate from Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at the Jati a
Sangsad last year amon
other decorated freedom lght-
ers.

Parveen very ea%erly and de-
lightfully showed her father's
certificates to Enayet Chowd-
hury, who wasted no time to

ather other information about

s martyr.

Fazlur Rahman's Qﬂ-}rear old
mother Amirunnessa Begum is
now bed ridden at her village
house with old age complica-
tions and cannot speak clearly.
Hia widuw Mamtaz g

all are mnrrled Fazlur {. spo

and Mamtaz m had no son.

Shaheed Fazlur Rahman
was a member of the then East
Pakistan Rifles (EPR) belore the
liberation war. In 1971 he was
on leave at his village home at
Bakerganj of this district. When
. the liberation war was started
in March '71, he was directed to
report at the Rangpur Canton-
ment. His leave was cancelled
immediately.

Fazlur Rahman went there
but after some days he revolted
and with his company members
went to Kuchbihar crossing the
nearest border. Later Fazlur
joined as a soldier of 'Swadhin
B a Armed Force' at the
middle of 1971.

During November '71, he was

sted at Hatibandha thana in

monirhat which came under
the Sector 6. By
was very tough, as the freedom

eyeball position with the Pak-
istan occupation army some
half a mile away from
Singmari border outpost where
freedom fighters set their
camps.

On November 22, a fierce
battle between the free-
dom fighters and the P
Fazlur Rahman was the com-
mander of a combined group

More than one hundred 'Raza-
kars’ surrendered during that
time.

Many Pakistani soldiers
were killed in that furious gun-
battle, dead bodies of whom
were taken away by two army
trucks in the dead of night.

These five shaheed freedom
fighters including Commander
Fazlur Rahman were buried at
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then, situation |

under the command of Captain
Matiur Rahman. It was then a
fight between a few dedicated
freedom fighters and the Pak-
istan occupation army, com-
Fﬁsing two companies of regu-
ar army, two companies of UP
Cap, nearly 1500 ‘Razakars’ and
a contingent of artillery force.

Fazlur Rahman was at the
front-line position with his

- company. Pak army, which re-

treated amid heavy gunfire, was
later reinforced.

Captain Matiur had wireless
contact with Fazlur Rahman.
Suddenly, Captain Matiur re-
ceived a shocking call that Fa-
zlur Rahman had been hit.
Matiur anxiously wanted to
know the condition, then Fa-
zlur Rahman lied and said.
‘'nothing serious, sir..." But after
sometimes, Matiur could hear
the fading voice of Fazlur, "my
condition is worse, sir,” but
don't tell it to my company sol-
diers, please...” he requested to
his superior with a choking
voice.
Captain Matiur was hardly
. yiards away from to
t. He tried to go to Fazlur
Rahman who was close to
death. But Fazlur was then at
his last breath. He requested his
Captain to say prayers throu
the wireless set. Matiur Rah-
man recited the prayers.

As the recitation was over,

the wireless set gradually
turned voiceless amid rattling
sound of gunfire, boomin
sounds of explosions and shells
in the bloody war field of Hati-
bandha.
" The battle ended several
hours afterwards, leaving five
freedom fighters dead and more
than 30 others wounded on the
spot. They were later sent to
Siliguri Army Hospital in India
for treatment. But the valiant
freedom fighters did not con-
cede an inch of the motherland
to the Pakistan occupation
army.

After two days the freedom

fighters captured Hatibandha.

* in the fie
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Baura, near Hatibandha thana
old mosque. Bul today, there is
nothing, not even a nameplate
by which the grave of Fazlur
Rahman can be identified. So
neglected they are!

After Hatibandha was liber-
ated and the Bangladesh flags
hoisted atop homes in the area,
the freedom fighters went to the
grave yards of these six martyrs
lo pay respect to them saying,

"Your names will be ever writ-
ten in the minds of the people of
Hatibandha... you'll never die...
you'll be remembered for gener-
ations to come..."

Now, a question may be
raised as to why the names of
many valiant freedom fighters,
such as Shaheed Khandokar
Fazlur Rahman did not come to
light earlier?

Why Fazlur Rahman is being
remembered after long 27

ﬁhdus Sattar Bir Uttam w:th famll:,r

‘:‘\Iﬁ e

Shaheed Fazlur Rahman Bir Uttam

years? Who will answer these
questions?

BDUS Sattar, a veteran of
Athe War of Liberation. has
remained out of the
limelight for 26 long years.
Awarded the Bir Uttam, the

second highest medal for valour
d of battle, for his

A as a

lar army in 1987, while serving
in Chittagong as a Havildar.
Sattar joined the Pakistan

the War of Liberation two years
later, he served as the platoon
commander of 'Alfa Company’
of 3rd East Bengal Regiment in
subsector number three under
Captain Chowdhury. Earlier, he
wnrkcd as a Naik in the Record

.
B A R e W,

bravery in Sector 2, Sattar has
recently come to public
knowledge.

Now living in Barisal, Sattar
fought a fierce face-to-face bal-
tle with Pakistani occupation
army at Goainghat of Chhatak
area in Sylhet on 29th of
November 1971. During that
engagement, his subsector
commander was Captain An-
war Hossain Chowdhury. (later
awarded the Bir Protik, and
now Major General and director
general of BDR]. Col. Shafaet
Jamil was the in-charge of Sec-
tor 2 by that time.

In that frontal battle Sattar
was seriously wounded, having
sustained several bullet in-
juries on his body. He was lelt
for dead at the battlefield amid
spray of bullets from the Pak
army. Sattar. now about 50
years old. retired from the regu-

Section at the Chittagong Can-
tonment.

*  During the battle with the
Pakistan at Goainghat, he
received several bullet injuries.
When he fell, Pak soldiers bay-
oneted him and left him for
dead. But moments before los-
ing unconsciousness, he threw
his last grenade at the enemy
soldiers.

Later, other freedom fighters
rescued him from the bloody
battlefield and took him to a
hospital at Shilong in India for
treatment where he was treated
for long three months.

Sattar survived, but the
wounds left him crippled. The
valiant freedom ‘fighter re-
tumed to his motherland. inde-
pendent Bangladesh after the
war's end. Later. as regular
course he joined the Bangladesh
army and worked in different
places.

As Sattar had no requisite
academic educational qualifi-
cations he was nolt commis-
sioned and could not become an
officer in his life.

Sattar said, ''I've came back
from the Jaws of the death and
I'm proud of my country's free-
dom and becoming a freedom
fighter.”

Sattar received many
medals for bravery and devo-
tion to duty. These include the
Rana Taraka, Samar Medal.
Mukti Medal. Joy Padak,
Sangbidhan Padak. Nirapatta
Padak. Jyestha Padak etc.
These medals and crests are
still in his box as precious
preservatiori. He was awarded
the Bir Uttam by the govern-
ment in 1972 as one of the
heroes of the Liberation War.,

Yet, since then still today he
received little except disregard,
neglect and distress from every
quarter, even from the govern-
ment. This question from thou-
sands of neglected freedom
fighters all over the country

shocks us everyday.

"1 got really nothing and no
help by which I could maintain

in 1969. During

my family and could lead a bit
better lile like some others”,
Sattar said. "I know, many so-
called freedom fighters pgot
much help, used scopes to

their fnrtunes after the Libera-
tion War which I did net do.
Now, you may say, it is my fail-
ures in life .... may be ...." he
added, his eyes of tears.

Sattar narrated more of his
untold stories, each one laced
with pain. As a freedom fighter,
almost none helped or backed
him. not even his superior offi-
cers whom Sattar knew since
the battlefield days of 1971. Ev-
erywhere he was deprived of his
legitimate claims, due respect
and minimum facilities to live
with di?nu:,r,

Ten long years have passed
since his retirement from ac-
tive service in 1987, but he still
keeps himself aloof from all
sorts of ceremonies observed in

remembrance of the Liberation -

War of 1971. Despair haunts his
ay life.

ven local people do not

know that there is a Bir Uttam

living in their midst. Local vil-

lagers still know that there is
one 'Havildar Sattar' in their
village who was once a freedom
fighter — but nothing else! Not
even the Muktijoddha Com-
mand Council of Barisal could
locate him earlier.

Recently, a week before the
central Muktijoddha Command
Council of Dhaka sent a letter
to Barisal district committee to
locate the whereabouts of one
Abdus Sattar who is a Bir Ut-
tam and a great freedom fighter
living somewhere in the dis-
trict. His name was also
recorded in the gazette notifica-
tion as a Bir Uttam title recipi-
ent. but there was no address.
People of Barisal division for
long 26 years knew the name of
one local Bir Uttam, who is
Captain (retd.] Shahjahan
Omar, now a BNP member of
parliament from Jhalakathi
district.

Abdus Sattar narrated his
life story full of despair to some
local journalists and members
of Barisal Mukti oddha Com-
mand Council dis-
mvere:d him at Lhe Ganapara

of Kashipur, outskirts of

sal town on November

18 last. Actually, even Sattar

himself did not know or was

aware of what it meant to be
decorated with Bir Uttam.

It is really regrettable and a
shocking experience of our lives
to learn that, in our society
even sensible le neglect a
freedom fighter of such heroic
and honourable history.

It is possible in our country,
but nowhere else. Abdus Sattar

has only a small piece of

land. two and a little col-
tage to live in with his mother,

wile and others. He is the father
of three sons and a daughter,
who is now married. Sattar's
earnings consist of eight hun-
dred taka a month service pen-
sion and a meagre quantity of
rations, With that, he cannot
even pay for the education of
his sons.

Such is the fate of a Bir Ut-
tam in Bangladesh today! How-
ever, after the publication of the
untold Etur{l uf this ill-fated
freedom fighter recently, the
Muktijnddha Kallyan Trust in
Dhaka has acknowledged his
existence where he applied for
some financial help. But as a re-
tired member ol the armed
forces he was refused any direct
financial help but he was pro-
vided a job at the Kallyan Trust
recently.

That is some consolation for
a freedom f;]ghter who put his
country and comrades before
his own life. i

8 i By

AL Retains
Pabna-2

Awami candi-
date AK won
the Dec 10 Pabna-2 by-
polls defeating his near-
est rival, ARM Selim
Reza of BNP by 20,000
votes. With a turnout of
75.3%. the JP candi-
date, Sajjad Hussain
Bachchu received 389
votes and Mohammad
Krishak of Krishak
Sramik Mukti Andolan
received 233, out of a
total of 1,42,.100 votes.

Khandaker’s victory enabled the ruling to retain the
seat which fell vacant after the death of Tafizuddin on
June 28 last.

BNP Cries Foul

The BNP the Pabna-2 results, termed it the out-

come of massive rigging, demanded resignation of the Chief
Election Commissioner and enforced a 12-hour hartal on Dec
13 as a mark of

The hartal left at lr.:ast 175 people injured across the coun-
try in sporadic clashes involving law enforcers and AL—BHP
activists, and 123 people were arrested for

Th:BHF-ledmpartyaﬂianﬂtdﬂrmndadﬁ' elec-
tions in the Pabna-2 constituency.

Air Crash Claims 100

A Thai airliner with 146 persons aboard crashed near an
airport on Dec 11, on its way from k to Surat Thani
(located 503 kms from k). The death toll crossed the
100 mark but there were also survivors.

The airline, released a nger manifest that indicated
that most of the 132 passengers were Thais, but there were
also several Western and Japanese names in the list. Thai
communication and Transport Ministers sister was also in
the list.

Air Folly Claims Haan

Abdul Quddus, a minor of 11 s on Dec 11 was
accused of ‘misconduct’ with a stewardess of Singapore
Airlines, Haan Hong. while coming to Dhaka from Singapore
where he studies.

The allegedly ‘touched’ her, and was arrested and pre-
sented before a Child Affairs Court. Stewardess Haan lodged
a complaint with Cantonment police station.

Reds Kill Reds

Eleven left-wing extremists were killed on Dec 12 in
Jessore when two rival outlawed parties got into clashes with
one another. Two of the dead {thc op ing team leaders)
were wanted criminals and were invul‘:':l in several cases of
murder. looting, mugging and extortion. Nine have been
arrested in this connection, according to police sources.

Delhi Slow-go on Tariffs

India to withdraw all non-tariff barriers from

Bangl exportable during the two-day Bangladesh-India

trade talks which ended on Dec 9. They agreed to withdraw

the non-tariff barriers and reduce the duly slab by 50-60%. :

However, India was yet to accept Dhaka’s request for provid-

lng zero-tariff facility. |
‘s export to India is worth about 65 million US

ti.'ljusllm a yﬂr while her import stand at about 1,000 million

BCS’s Big Bang

A five-day international computer exhibition organised by
Bangladesh Computer Samity (BCS), began on Dec 10, at IDB
Bhaban at city's Agargaon area, with the view to promote the
country’s information technology sector. It was the biggest
computer show ever held in Bangladesh, which attracted over
100,000 visitors.

Inaugurated by Finance Minister Kibria, the BCS
International Computer Show, bore special significance
because four major companies Apple, Intel, Nonce and
Goldkist participated in it, along with 40 other companies.

ﬂght:rs were in an eyeball-to-

Paymg Trzbute to Martyrs on Vzctory Day
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The wonderful world of computers: Visitors marvel at the
BCS show at the IDB

Lethal Robbery

Two security were killed on Dec 10 allegedly
dacoits and Tk 4.22 lakh was taken from the cash box of HRC
mm in the city’'s Kawranbazar area. Two people were

in this connection and the money recovered from

Tanglll area the next day.
BIMST-EC Begins
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Nazl Institute

Wounded war veterans I USRS, A three-day meeting of BIMST-EC began in the city on
e T W WO TR s v Bl 2 RN Dec 17ina to give concrete shape to the new economic
- ek B 1 e . \ RS block three SAARC and two ASEAN countries,
% namely, desh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and
Thailand. Areas of cooperation were explored and the organi-
sational foundation laid.
BIMST-EC was launched in k in December last
‘year at a meeting of the five South and South-East Asian
couniries.

Honour for Shaheed Janani

The Rokeya Padak "98 was awarded to ‘Shaheed
Janani' Jahanara Imam (posthumous) for her leadership and
contribution towards of the woman folk.

Imam’s sister, Umme Salma Chisty received the
Padak on her behalf from the Prime Minister at a function in

the city.

Hold on Dhaka-10

The High Court on Dec 9 ordered a 10-week stay of opera-
tion of the Election Tribunals ju t declaring void the
| polling at 51 centres out of 78 in Dhaka-10 constituency.
This means re will not take place in the 51 centres, as
demanded by. BNP's Abdul Mannan within the next ten week,
unless ordered by the high court.

Bangladesh Police Association



