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Editorial —

Dr Amartya Sen
has shown how a
Bengalee can
reach the pinna-
cle of glory in a
proper and
stimulating work
environment. ..
He shines as a
beacon among
economists in
this region. His
example is cer-
tainly worth emu-
lating, but what
is more to the
point at this par-
ticular moment is
the relevance of
his empirical
findings in the

context of
Bangladesh.
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Honorary Citizenship
for Amartya Sen |

This strongly urges the government to confer honorary
citizenshi pgli.’ B a}izlesﬁ on Drgﬁmart:fa Sen, the solo Nobel
Laureate for Economics this year, the pride of Bengalees, and a
genuine friend of Bangladesh. This is the minimum honour we |
can do to him for the maximum he has done for us. That is all
we can %we him from the bottom of our heart, just a token of
ppreciation for his great works alreadﬁlﬂnhlamnad on the long
list of accolades received by him with the Nobel prize coming as
his crowning %lnry. A symbolic gesture such as this could have a
ractical value by way of increasing his desire to visit
angladesh more often.

e feels so drawn to his roots — by his own admission,
Dhaka and Manikganj have had a strong influence on his forma-
tive years — that he wasted not a single day since receiving the
Nobel prize in Stockholm to fly direct to his 'spiritual home'
Dhaka. Although the visit was on the cards for last year, it is so
much the better that this is taking place now when he has
become a recognised icon in world economics much to our glory |
and delight as Bengalees. - .

Dr Amartya Sen has said a few simple s most forcefully
giving in the process an ‘ethical dimension’ to the discussion of
vital economic problems — ‘a human face' to development pur-
suit, so to speak. Some gems of his well-researched deductions
are: greater prosperity per se does not mean greater welfare (an
anti—ﬁeesis of market-centred neo-classical theory of development
through so-called trickle down effect); distribution of prosperity
is more important than prosperity itself; famines occur not
because of shortage of supplies but because people do not have
money to buy; the purpose of development should be to improve

capabilities and quality of life of ordinary people; and economics
shgﬁld be dmt;ld to the well-being of d (not concentra- |
tion of wealth in few hands). Dr Sen has been a staunch advo-
cate for social concerns which remain universal knowing no
boundaries.

He worked on the basic assumption that growth rates, GDP
and per capita income, etc miss out on the rich-poor dga]ivs
because they are ative calculations slurring over the depth
and dimension of poverty in a country. |

Thus he came to stress the role of the state and the need for
public action and choice in matters of gender inequality, illitera-
cy, ill health and malnutrition taking the position that standards
in these areas mirror the true level of growth and advancement
of a country. |

His uncompromising stand on egalitarianism, concern for
humanity and human freedom, and the strong belief he holds in
democracy add a governance content to his path-breaking eco-
nomic theories.

His publications titled ‘Poverty and Famines', ‘Hunger and
Public Action’, ‘Collective Choice and Social Welfare' and
‘Inequality Re-examined,' are four of his 14 major works that

. contain highly relevant guidelines for developing countries
throughout the world. There is a clamour in India now to pay
heed to his economic ministrations. We are entirely in agreement
with his view that universal functional literacy is central to socio-
economic development of a country.

Dr a Sen has shown how-a Bengalee can reach the

innacle of ijr in a proper and stimulating work environment.
ere is a message there for those who want to follow the foot-
steps of Dr Sen. He shines as a beacon among economists in this
region. His example is certainly worth emulating, but what is
more to the point at this particular moment is the relevance of
his empirical findings in the context of Bangladesh.

If we give Dr Amartya Sen the honorary citizenship of
Bangladesh it will be more of an honour done'to ourselves than to
him. Let the government confer it on him as this paper extends a
most warm welcome to his most endearing sojourn in Bangladesh.

Politicg_ of Ti

Lkeily Star

t for Tat and the Economy be Damned

Today it is our political culture that has emerged as the single biggest impediment against our progress towards a prosper-
ous future. Ours is the ONLY country in the world that indulges in the frequent luxury of hartals. Our demonstrators break
cars and shops, attack non-participants with impunity. Our students boycott classes, and MPs boycott the parliament more

often than any other country we know about. Here we uproot railway lines to enforce strikes, block national highways to
postpone exams, deny life-saving treatment to critical patients to create pressure for pay hikes, prevent private citizens
from using the roads to enforce strikes by bus and truck drivers, and all this in the name of democracy.

angels had conducted the

Pabna by-polls BNP would
have rejected it, unless of course
the result had gone its way. AL
would have reacted the same way
under similar circumstances.
Why? Because ours is a politics
of tit for tat. You did this to me,
so | will do it back to you. So
what if | had vigorously, passion-
ately and relentlessly condemned
you for having done the very
same thing I'm dnmﬁ to you
now? These actions hurt the
country. So what, again? If you
did not think about how these
things hurt the country when
you were indulging in them, why
should I think about them now?

So goes the perverted logic of
our politics. If today you take
aside any leader of the BNP and
point out how their hartals are
killing the economy, pat comes
the question: "Where were you
with your advice when the
Awami League was crippling the
economy with its relentless har-
tals?" If you happ
Daily Star, and reply, that you
had condemned the AL every
time it called for hartals, then

'IT is our belief that even if the

“pat comes another question: “Did

AL listen to you?" No. "“Then how
do you expect us to listen?” But
didn’t you say a thousand times
that hartal was wrong?” “Yes, but
the times were different. During
our time Awami League had no
reason for calling hartals. But
now we have all the reasons for
resorting to them.” And it goes
on. and on, and on,

Most of what BNP is doing
today. the Awami League did yes-
terday. Frequent walkouts from
the parliament, boycotting it
under this or that pretext, mak-
ing threats that the np'positiun
would resign en-mass from the
House, asking party MPs to sub-
mit resignation letters in
advance, etc., are everything,
that the AL did when in opposi-
tion.

A striking example of the 'tit
for tat’ politics is the similarity of
the abusive language that our
two leading parties use about
each other. If we were to delete
the name of the speakers, and
put samples of speeches by the
leaders of the AL and the BNP
and ask people to identify who
said what, we bet our readers
would find it heard to identify
which is a quote from Hasina
and which from Khaleda. What
Khaleda Zia, as the Prime
Minister, said against hartals,
against negative politics, against
opposition for opposition's sake,

en to be the

against political activities that
drive away FDI, etc., are precise-
ly the things that Sheikh Hasina
is saying as the PM. The BNP
chiel nowadays congratulates the
public for “spontaneously” sup-
porting her hartal calls just as
Sheikh Hasina used to do during
her opposition days. The BTV
covers hartals just as it did dur-
ing BNP days — f of rick-
shaws and buses plying the
streets, and some people working
in the office, with the TV news-
men narrating how normal life
was in the country. BNP did it
during its time, and the AL is
doing now.

Will we be totally wrong to
suspect that BNP wanted the
Pabna-2 by-polls to become AL's
‘Magura’'. Its strategy was 1o
‘catch’ AL rigging the election.

stronger position earlier. He did
publicly express his ‘unhappi-
ness’ but that was not enough.
At the last minute his change of
the returning officer somewhat
restored the BNP's faith and
saved the polls. Otherwise BNP
may have boycotted it.

BNF's post-election reactions
were pre-predictable. In fact it
was so predictable that people
took it as a part of its planned
strategy rather than a reaction to
the outcome of the polls. This
was the direct result of its
announced threats prior to the
elections of for a 48 hours
hartal followed by non-stop har-
tal till the government falls if
BNP loses in Pabna.

Ramadan has given us a
respite from political turmoil,

Toric oF THE WEEK

BNP had hoped that sufficient
pressure could be built around
this by-election to tempt the rul-
ing party to adopt large-scale
unfair means in winning the
election. This. it hoped, would
help ‘expose’ the ruling AL as the
so-called “vote-thieves™ (as AL
had done to BNP after Magura)
and help to galvanise public sup-
port behind opposition. Politics
of “Tit for Tat' again.

The Awami League, in our
view, partially fell into this BNP
laid trap and did show more
eagerness than was necessary to
win this election. It should not
have attached so much impor-
tance to this one by-poll which
neither had any impact on its
parliamentary majority nor a
public profile big enough to make
it into a prestige contest. The dis-
patching of the two ministers
was a mistake. Even if these two
ministers did not use, as they
claimed, official facilities and
vehicles, they were there as min-
isters. and as such were bound
to have an impact. Their official
positions did lead to bureaucrat-
ic and official responses that
gave a certain edge to their cam-
paigns. More than the use of
ministerial facilities it was their
promises of development projects
and governmental funds that
constituted the violation of the
election codes. It was here that
we fault the CEC for not taking a

which would have inevitably fol-
lowed otherwise. After Eid, BNP
will try and that Pabna-2
polls were rigged and that a
movement has to be launched to
oust this “corrupt. inefficient,
subservient” government, a call
for which has already been given.

Our main contention is that in
this 'Politics of Tit for Tat
FACTS do not matter but PREJ-
UDICES do. In fact that is the
only thing that matters. The bot-
tom line for both the parties is
that it cannot tolerate the other
in power, even if the opponent
wins the best. the freest and the
fairest of elections. Democracy is
well and good only, and only, if it
goes ‘my way'. If it does not, then
it has to be ‘rigged’. For both
these parties the real issues of
poverty, malnutrition, over popu-
lation, illiteracy, public health,
women's empowerment develop-
ment. and the like are important
ONLY if it helps to harass the
other party. If these are not
catchy enough then new issues
will have to be manufactured. So
what, if those ‘'manufactured’
issues divide the people. make
fundamentalists stronger, drive
the foreign investors away, fur-

ther spoil our international.

image, corrupt our students,
debase our schools, colleges and
universities, and distort our val-
ues,

As we said earlier, the politics
of these two parties are not

based on facts but on their
mutual prejudice of each other.
Truth' as they see it, is anything
that helps them to their
prejudices. If they find, or are
shown, ‘facts’ that go counter to
their preconceived notions of the
to be challenged and vilified, fail-
ing both, they will have to be
totally ignored, as if they don't
exist. So in our current political
culture prejudice has taken the
place of Truth, and propaganda
that of information.

We cannot enter the 21st cen-
tury or be able to give
democratic and creative leader-
ship that our future needs
unless we change our political
culture. We cannot emphasize
enough the enormity and the
complexity of our development

By Mahfuz Anam

challenges.
Today it is our political culture

that has emerged as the single .

biggest imped t against our
progress towards a prosperous

future. Ours is the ONLY country
in the world that indulges in the
frequent luxury of hartals. Our
demonstrators break cars and
shops, attack non-participants
with impunity. Our students
boycott classes, and MPs boycott
the parliament more often than
any other country we know
about. Here we uproot railway
lines to enforce strikes, block
national highways to postpone
exams, deny life-saving treat-
ment to critical patients to create
pressure for pay hikes, prevent
private citizens from using the
roads to enforce strikes by bus
and truck drivers, and all this in
the name of democracy.

Another significant aspect of
our present-day politics is to
NEVER admit any fault on our
part, and to consider the opposi-
tion as the devil incarnate.
According to the AL and BNP
leaders their respective parties
have never, and can ever, do
anything wrong. ALL THE
WRONG THINGS ARE DONE BY
THE OTHER SIDE. It is always
the other guy who is the culprit
and who is destroying the coun-
try. All virtues are with us and
all vices rest on the other side.
Imagine the magic that would
sweep our politics if simple

the kind of -

words and phrases like "sorry”.
"regret” "we made a mistake”,
“our conclusion was elc.,
were used by our leaders in
addressing issues or the
nents. Instead it words like
“liers™ “thieves™ “dacoit”
“Baimaan” "Munafekh” “Traitor”
etc., are in use. And the words
are worse. Here again the
‘Tit for Tat’ formula is at work.
So where do we go from here?
Can we not Are we con-
demned to rot in this abyss of
hatred and selfishness. In con-
trast to our politics, look what
the people have achieved. The
most devastating flood of the
ceniury could not humble the
spirit and resilience of our poor,
deprived and hungry masses.
Our people have overcome the
biggest challenge imaginable,
and they have done with perhaps
help from the govern-
ment and the world. We think
Sheikh Hasina's government
deserve commendation for its
tackling of the flood and post-
flood situation. But the real cred-
it belongs to the: people. When
this is the real nature, and the

underlying s of our mass-
es, do we not deserve better poli-
tics? :

We think we can change. But
the initiative and the leadership
for thHat change must come from
the ruling party. We said so dur-
ing Khaleda Zia's time, and we
repeat ourselves in Sheikh
Hasina's time, that the initiative
for change must come from the
party in power. Even if the oppo-
sition does not reciprocate, the
ruling party must make all the
gestures, take all the necessary
initiatives, implement the neces-
sary steps to change the present
nature of our politics and create
an atmosphere of participation
and co-operation. This the
party has singularly failed to do.
There is sufficient evidence at
hand to conclude that police
oppression, innumerable court
cases, political threats by party
workers, especially to rural level
workers and leaders of the other
side, physical harassment of the
opposition, and the like have
increased considerably.

These tactics will perpetuate
the political culture that has
ruined us, and foreclose all our
prospects for growth and change.
We urge our political leaders,
especially of the ruling party, to
understand this basic truth, and
do so without wasting a further
moment.

Let Khandaker Usher in a New Brand of Leadership

by A R Shamsul Islam

Khandaker must have read that people's confidence in the integrity of the politicians is in the melting pot. The
politicians are largely to blame themselves for this indignity. Khandaker should figure up by words and deeds as a
pleasant exception and prove that still there are leaders whom the people can truly and safely trust.

Pabna-2 constituency Air
Vice Marshal (Retd] A K
Khandaker was returned with a
wide margin of 20,000 votes.

IN the historic by-election of

The drama of this ballot battle -

was packed with suspense and
sensation: crowding of minis-
ters, national leaders, MPs lo-
cal leaders, . activists; allega-
tions and counter-allegations
from two chief contestant par-
ties for breach of election rules;
serving show cause notices on
the accused including the min-
isters; replies refuting allega-
tions; withdrawal of returning
officer Pabna DC, the first of its
kind in the election history of
the country; chief election
commissioner's expression of
unhappiness over participation
of ministers in electglun t:alﬁlv

ai contr to his earlier
gdx%iﬂ% the l:”;:ll".li;’;r holding elec-
tion amidst unprecedented se-
curity measures, etc.

BNP fielded Selim Reza
Habib, a young and popular
leader. His track record was

ood. He was elected to the Par-
iament in 1991 with a wide
margin and lost in 1996 by only
1500 votes.

AL got many applications for
nomination. Some of the appli-
cants had made hectic prepara-
tory works for the election
since the demise of MP Toufiz
Master. In fact they moved
heaven and earth to obtain
ticket.

It .is learnt that Khandaker
did not show any interest to get
the nomination. Rather he was
persuaded, by parleys of highest
political echelon, to go for the

election.

Why was he persuaded? Prob-
ably answer may be one of the
following. First, the rulin
]mrt%l t have studied that it
was

to defeat Habib by the

available AL candidates. Sec-:

ond, the wrangles between them
~over nomination were so bitter
that an outside candidate was
needed by way of a compromise
choice. . AL chief wanted
to induct one minister through
this seat.
Khandaker has to face stiff

initial difficulties. First, he was

not so known to the con-.
stituency tho he hailed from
this locality. nd, he is a
man belo to the highest

stratum of society. Ordinary
men generally fear that they
will have no access to him.
“Third, the people of this con-
stituency had u
experience of electing in the
he.nt a retired bureaucrat as
P who became a minister but
failed to do any development
work in the g and was ul-
timately dropped the cab-

inet rather unceremoniously.

Fourth, Khandaker's opponents
skillfully played upon these
susceptibilities of the people.

But Khandaker got through
the ordeal with high credit.
People voted him largely. It is
now Khandaker's turn to gauge
what expectations the lpe:np e
have wanted him to fulfil.

First, Khandaker sets his
hand to nabbing the terrorists
and anti-social elements, irre-
spective of their party affilia-
tion. It is a cruel truth that po-
litical parties have now got
manned by terrorists. A lot of
political leaders suffer from an
illusion that they cannot main-
tain their parties and their own
positions without a ready stock
of muscle power. There are the
police and other law-enforcing
agencies to apprehend the crim-
inals. But those politicians be-
lievée that these governmental
forces are not enough to liqui-
date their enemies. This neces-

sitates them to pick up a sup-
glementar}r person force.

here is a massive price tag
pinned on the terrorists who
naturally tend to be affiliated to
the ruling party. That is why
most political leaders are found
thick and thin with notorious
terrorists. People sincerely be-
lieve that no terrorist will have
access to Khandaker either in
public or private.

Second, people want to see
that corrupt officials, some-
times feigning love of party and

overnment, do not get any in-

ulgence from Khandaker.
People want Khandaker to em-
phasize that officials are meant
to obey governmeént orders, in-
stead ol party instructions.
Honest employees are rewarded
and dishonest ones punished.

Third, the polite are taught to
behave as the force of the people
and not the party. This will
take away much of the courage

of the police to do mischief in-
discriminately.

Fourth, Pabna is a place that
has suffered almost perennial
leadership crisis. Probably no
political personality is avail-
able whom the people can con-
sult in hour of crisis. Unfortu-
nately. here selfish, unenlight-
ened leaders and corrupt offi-
cials have forged a vicious en-
tente to exploit the people. Peo-
ple desperately hope that Khan-
daker will oppose this trend
and ultimately arrest it.

Fifth, Pabna stands long ne-
%l:ctl:d in development works.

urs is a country where per-
sonal initiatives and potentials
count more than enough to
fetch development schedules.
We have no political power to
drive the nail. Khandaker is al::t
to fill the vacuum. the people
believe fervently.

Sixth, Khandaker must have

F

appeared across the
border. Big and
heterogeneous India, with her
parliamentary democratic base
roven for half-a-century, is
acing a political tide. The right
ch at the right time is good
for the people. Basic changes
provide opportunities to review
the sense of national direction.
It:is better to be early than late

THE winds of change have

in initiating pplilﬁ reviews.
The people were f[retting for
some change, and the onions

E | provided it! Dhaka is passing

through an onion famine.

The pungent vegetable is but
a catalyst whose (the latter's)
time had arrived.

The subtle forces of change
build up slowly, then gather
momentum, and the opposing
forces are helpless to stem the
new flow. It is a part of the re-
newal process. Nature has sea-
sonal and | evolutionary
changes; while in the man-
made systems c occur
o ational lym:l-}:lm
an oper s
are co tary, and hide in
is not md 2esr

analysed deeply

neutrally, especially in
litical field, qithuuﬁ whl.ﬁl
projected through the media,
controlled or not, be oth-
erwise (also the G Ef-
fect).

Time is a great leveller. Time
" has purgative and cl ef-
fects. Before opposing any

‘half-life of artificial situations

by A Husnain

change. major or minor, it is
better to pause for a while and
make the mind empty, and set
up a new dressing or examina-
tion table in the mental pantry.
There is a time to clear the left-
overs. The other popular name
is spring cleaning. Metaphori-
g;llga the spring is never far
ead.

artThifﬂtl'::hEl :almh India is a
part of the C t-
tern of life, systems I:Elﬂ:s_

The fog, the smoke, the flood,
the agitations and movements
— all take time to settle down.
The new picture cannot be pre-
dicted accurately and minutely,
like the weather, or the finan-
cial market crisis in the tiger
countries. The ch 8 in In-
donesia (and lately Malaysia)
have yet to settle to p € an
outline for the shape of things
to come. The nuclear confronta-
tion between India and Pak-

- Istan has raised the potential of

several future events or situa-
tions, positively or tively.
The field forces have ¢ ed,
whether magnetic, poli , or
social. The permutations and

. combinations are too many and
too variable to encourage early

and quick assessment.
Before the World War II, the
rate of change and its global ef-

- fects were too slow for macro ef-

fects in nations, big or small.
The information age has cre-
ated a global village, however
artificial. Artificiality is part
of human life, although the

t le’ nfidence in
read tha people s_;l:'u

The Winds of Change

is low. These micro perturba-
tions affect the macro image in
the long run (handled by the
new 'chaos' scientists).

The changes in a society are
detected through professional
monitoring by the experts in
the different fields, and its im-
plications filter down to the
public through awareness exer-
cises, such as seminars, aca-
demic courses, and government
policies. The frontiers of
change, and of knowledge, have
to be monitored by each nation,
big or small, for proper local
applications. Imported eyes,
minds and tools would not do,
as the cultural base cannot
change during observation.

Social changes occur first,
and these are more transparent
to the general magm:s. tl;lan
minute changes in the specialist
fields. Politics is more visible
but more subtle to grasp, and
harder still to choose the right
course. In an individual, the re-
ception of an idea and its pro-
cessing takes place at two levels,
the head and the heart. During
policy-making, another factor
comes in; the public interest
angle. Hence good ce is
some sort of compromise, de-
pending on other topical pa-
rameters.

adesh cannot shut her
eyes to winds of change. The
realities (some problems are
reall) have to be faced, dissected,
and new objectives formulated,
for the greatest good of the
greatest number,

1

[ |

the 1nt:ﬁr‘it].r of the politicians
is in the melting pot. The
politicians are largely to blame
themselves for this indignity.
Khandaker should figure up by
words and deeds as a pleasant
exception and prove that still
there are leaders whom the peo-
ple can truly and safely trust.
As a matter of fact, Khan-
daker should stand out as a
saviour of politicians lost in
wilderness.
By now Khandaker is no
een horn in politics. He might
ave seen some of its ugly
heads, He lost the parliamen-
tary election in 1996 from
Pabna Constituency-5. The in-
teresting thing is that he gar-
nered sufficient votes from out-

+ side the municipal area where

he was not much known.
Whereas he polled 10,000 less
votes than his BNP rival in the
town area where by face he was
widely known. He might have
located where lay the mystery
and mystique of this strange
inconsistency. He might have

seen how adee&nwcre some of his
supposed close men in

o
the art nfydnubie—dcaling and
pretension.

In the 8th December issue of
'Jai Jai Din'. a vernacular
weekly, he was featured to have
lost in the parliamentary elec-
tion in 1991 to Jamat-e-Islami
candidate Moulana Abdus Sob-
han. This is a colossal lie. It is
not known if this is meant to
malign him. But Khandaker
may be surprised by the brand
of irresponsible, if not mali-
cious, reporting.

A lot of present day politi-
clans are bred from the rotten
political environments. Khan-
daker stayed a world apart.
While politicians wandered
about slough of political filth
and dirt Khandaker flew
around infinite o sky.

In fact, Khandaker is
different a stuff. People have
known him for a very short
time but with a sure identity. He
never brags about his own per-
formances. Nor he ever scan-
dalises his opponents. He is
soft, sober. gentle but im-
mensely assuring. He has con-,
quered the people. And the peo-
ple trust he will conquer his

uite

| job.

Khandaker has vast experi-
ences of planning ministry. He
drew many a scheme to invigo-
rate its effectiveness. Will he
dot a small plan to meet the as-
pirations that his recent by-
election victory has aroused in
the heart of the people?

History repeats itself. May
the ministry of planning repeat
to devolve on Khandaker.

The writer is retired Princi:
pal of Pabna Mohila College.

Friday Mailbox

“Poor Doctors”
Sir, In reply to the letter published on 14th Dec

abidin

that these li

by the traffic ligh
ghts are there only to disobey. If the
responsibility of regulating traffic rests on

t. This gives the impression
e traffic

‘98, | could make-only one comment — “truth hurts”.
And | make one more attempt to focus the attention
of the respected writer on the subject matter. Please
read carefully the “Star Weekend Magazine” (Dec 4,
'98) particularly page 11, "Patients’ Rights” and page
12, "Common Complaints against Doctors”, before
accusations ranging from rudeness to harassment of
women! And since we are on the subject — how are
we to accept the statement. "Before talking about
tax, check yourself out please™?

Yes. I believe I did hear (and read a little bit too)
that transplants are common(?) in India but not still
over here. Are we to look forward to it then?

I am deeply disappointed at the remark, "This is
Bangladesh style of judgement”, particularly in this
special month! And though we are aware of the dic-
tionary meaning — “layman” is always used as a
derogatory term. Well, when patients feel that they
are harassed so commonly in this country, why not
in papers too (without being referred as "mud-
slinging”)! So that they will be afraid(?} to be so elo-
quent next time. Therefore please, let's get our bear-

ings right.
Munirul
DOHS, gﬂk“:

Plant nutrients

Sir, For proper growth, nourishment and opti-
mum yield there are at least one dozen nutrients
which are absolutely necessary for plants. These are
classified into three catg_glnrits namely — primary,
secondary and micro-nutrients. So long our farmers
were familiar with primary nutrients (fertilizers)
namely nitrogen (urea), phosphate and potash. With
the passing of time due to extensive cultivation of
land without B,ﬂplymgcchalanccd fertilizers and organ-
ic manures, soil has become d:}::l:tcd when necessity
for applying other two kinds of fertilizers are essen-
tial to obtain satisfactory yield of the crops. As a
result secondary nutrients like sulphur and calcium
are now being used by farmers. '

The last group — micronutrients or trace ele-
ments [iron; cﬂ;:Fer* zinec, manganese, boron, melleb-
denum) are needed in very small quantities. The defi-
cient symptoms of micro-nutrients are very difficult
to identify without conducting thorough investigation
of soil and crops. Country's soil scientists could not
come out with specific recommendations on this
issue. But traders have started marketing a good

number of micro-nutrients either by formulating

locally or importing. For example, a trader has for-
mulated boron micro-nutrient by using boric acid
from market.

Similarly a number of micro-nutrients are be
locally formulated by using different chemicals. As o
ludaﬁemr:r a dozen of micro-nutrients are in the mar-
ket. Being dealers-oriented market, farmers are eas-
ily convinced by the dealers to buy these although

ey are not sure whether their lands may or may
not require the same. Side by side some products
known as plant growth regulator (PGR) are also in
large-scale use. Growth regulators are the micro
inputs of high-tech agricultural practices. But in our
country where farmers could not even apply organic
manures and balanced major (NPK) fertilizers,
ﬂ;:wth regulators and micro-nutrients can't nourish

soll for optimum yield of the crops.

By applying those products without any test and
trials, chemical structure of soil will be disturbed
and depleted. Due to gradual deterioration of soil,
I‘crulignpcr hectare yield of all crops has been drasti-
cally fallen down.

M A Jalil
372/B, Khilgaon, Dhaka

Why lights?

Sir, In Dhaka city in a number of places, there
are traffic lights to control and regulate the vehicular
traffic. But a tly it seems that these lights have
been installed only to disobey not only by drivers
of the vehicular traffic but by the keepers of law
as well. In most of the places, traffic is re

gulated by
the traffic sergeant posted at road junction without

personnel by using his own judgement, in that case
these lights are to be switched off otherwise in places
where there is no required police personnel available
it is free for all without adhering to the light signal.
This is not only causing unnecessary congestion, but
also posing serious threat to life.

e normal rule is keeping the flow of traffic in
mind, lights to be adjusted accordingly and on yellow
lights everything to stop and wait for green signal.

Let us not destroy every rule and every norm,
thereby creating complete chaos.

- AKKhan
Swamibag, Dhaka

A good opposition

Sir, One would agree that, people here at large
always believe in and expect for a strong qualitative
opposition, The all-time expectation says that, es-
pecially the chief opposition being a tative one,
they would always do their best with the help of their
political prudence and excellence in protesting the
government's faults, failures and wrongdoing. The
claim often made h{l our present opposition leader-
ship that they are the only largest opposition of the
country since independence. The reason they pre-
sent behind such claim is the total number of JS
seats they have ed during the last general elec-
tion in 1996. And obviously there have been no
disagreement to this point from any quarter. In this
connection, may we humbly request the opposition
leadership to cff;sely look back to their recent past

litical Eerfarmanctﬂ under the present regime. So
ar, we know that they hold many outstanding
records of bold protest and opposition on the failings
of government in dealing with so many important
economic and national matters. Though political pro-
grammes like rallies, strike, even hartal are recog-
nised by our present political system, yet their occa-
sional callinF of hartal on so many less important
issues hardly draws the attention of the general

people.
Md Muhibbul Abrar Choudhury
Chittagong
Good, let’s %et better
Sir, If one abroad Ior a er degree, one

should obviously consider the advantages and disad-
vantages of living in a foreign mum?.
Nevertheless, if you are studying at Dhaka
University as a foreign student, many conspicuous
things will draw gour attention. First, you should
forget facilities and advantages, because you will not
be given any of it. There is only one thing you can do
that is you have to learn how to scramble to com-
plete your education as soon as possible.
However, you cannot forget or ignore if it costs
u your future career. Recently, we appeared for the
ﬁ?‘&t-y&ar honours final examination. During the
examination a female student fainted. She was
immediately taken out of the examination hall by the
assistance of teachers. [ have to mention that when
the student fainted, the teachers gathered around
her and they carried the student in their arms as if
she was their own child. At that moment, | was
rather proud of their kindness. The example, which I
have mentioned above, can be multiplied. Before the
examination, an can happen because we can-
not foresee our future. We t get sick or stuck in
a traffic jam even we might have an accident etc.
Therefore, the main point is that, those who fell
victim to above classified circumstances should be
n a second chance to sit in a make-up examina-
. Otherwise, the unfortunate student or students

will automatically lose one year. .
[ would like to attract the attention of the author-

ities concerned.
All Yalcinkaya

Department of English
Dhaka University
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