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Most Americans
support attack

WASHINGTON, Dec 17; Most
Americans support US and
British air strikes against Iraq
and reject ulation that the
action was intended to delay a
vote by the House of ta-
tives on whether to impeach
President Bill Clinton, accord-
ing to 3 Reuters.

A CNN s of 543 Ameri-
cans late on Wednesday after
Waahigftun and London
lnun‘;:et:i a round u;ﬂa;tr Fmﬁfs
sho s sup or the
new ct-tggzﬁ stance against
Iraqi sident Saddam Hus-
sein. Seventy-four cent sup-
ported the US military action,
while 13 per cent were opposed.

Thirty per cent viewed the
military strikes as an attempt
to divert attention from a vote
originally scheduled today on
whether to impeach Clinton
over the Monica Lewinsky af-
fair, while 76 cent were con-
fident about Clinton's ability to
handle the situation in Iraq.

A ate poll of 510 adults
taken by ABC News showed
similar results, with 73 per cent
supporting military action
against Iraq, and 62 per cent
rejecting the notion that Clin-
ton ordered the strikes to delay
the impeachment vote.

Americans' views on im-
peachment remained essen-
tially unchanged with some 58
per cent opposed and 40 per cent
supporting an impeachment
vote by the house, the ABC poll
showed.

BERIEFLY

LONDON. Dec 17: Staunch
allies such as Germany and
Canada offered cbulck support
for Wednesday's US-British at-
tack on . while Russia and
China y condemned the
airstrikes and France said it
deplored "the grave human con-
sequences that they could have
for the Iragi population,” report
agencies.

The news broke too late dor
the first edlggngj of most
British papers, but the country's
largest-selling tabloid, The
Sun, led its front Bagc with the
headline "BLITZED."

"Saddam must be crushed.
Blitz about time too.” the paper
declared in a Thursday edito-
rial. But about 30 demonstra-
tors disagreed, yelling "kill
Tony Blair!" outside the prime
minister's Downing Street resi-
dence.

. In Moscow, President Boris
Yeltsin denounced the United
States and Britain on Thursday
for attacking Iraq and de-
manded an immediate end to
the campaign, warning it could
shatter regional security.

"Russia demands an imme-
diate end to military action, to
show common sense and re-
straint and not to allow further
escalation of the confilict which
could result in the most dra-
matic consequences not only

A youth raises his arms on a burning car in a Toulouse
suburb, southwestern France, during an overnight riot
early Wednesday. Youths angered by the police killing of
a 17-yedr-oid, rioted Tor @ third night, burming cars
throwing stones. Earlier, the policeman who shot and
killed the teen during an arrest Sunday appeared before
a judge to face possible manslaughter charges.
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gunboats sink LTTE boat:

Sri Lankan naval gunboats sank a Tamil Tiger rebel boat

during

a confrontation in seas off the country's north, killing at

least 15 guerillas who were on board, navy officials said
yesterday, Reuters reports from Colombo.

They said the rebel boat was detected and eng

ed by naval

gunboats on patrol on Tuesday south of Delpt Island off the
northern Jaffna peninsula. "The boat was destroyed and sunk,
sailors had seen some 15 people on board. they were killed,”
said a senior navy official. There were no navy casualties.

Dissident Wang

's trial closes: e

trial of pro-democracy activist Wang Youcai closed yesterday
but without result. officials said, reports from Hagzhou,
China.

"The hearing has been closed for the day but there is no
result,” an official with the Hangzhou Intermediate People's
Court said but gave no further details. Wang, the founder of the
fledgling opposition China Democracy Party (CDP), faces
charges of subverting state power after he atternpted to legaﬂ{'
register the CDP during a visit to China by US President Bill

Clinton in June.

Chechen rebels threaten Russia:

Chechen Islamic militants accused of killing four forei

ers

threatened to launch attacks on Russia if authorities clamp
down on their operations. a news report said Thursday, AP

reports from Moscow.

Chechens President Aslan Maskhadov accused the group, Is-
lamic Jamaats or Warriors of Islam, of beh:adin’ﬁlthe fnr:iﬁn-
€ gr as

ers after a rescue attempt went wrong last week.

oup

denied any connection with the kﬂlil;‘lﬁ& In a statement made

on Chechen television Wednesday ni

t, group leaders threat-

ened to attack Russian sites outside Chechnya if Maskhadov

tries to fight them.

L e . L
French anti-Israel writer jailed:
Roger Garaudy, a 85-year-old author of "the Founding Myth of
Israel” and some other works in which he attacked Israel, was
sentenced to nine months in jail plus 160,000 francs (27,000 US
dollars) in fines by an appeals court of Paris on Wednesday,

Xinhua reports from Paris.

He was convicted of contesting crimes against humanit{l.
it

racial defamation, and
Chamber of the

rovocation of hatred by the
rt of Paris, which rejected an ap-

peal Garaudy against an earlier sentence by a lower court.
Ga:asfly. a fnngcr member of the politburo of the French com-

munist
Myth of

but now converted to Islam. In "The Founding
srael” said the number of dead in the holocaust as was

claimed by Israel was exaggerated. -

for the Iraqi settlement but for
‘the stability of the entire re-
glon," Yeltsin said in a state-
ment.

Russian Foreign Minister
1gor Ivanov, speaking in

adrid, Spain, blasted the use
of force as "a violation of the
United Nations charter."

China's UN Ambassador Qin
Huasern was visibly when
he emerged from Security
Council session Wednesda
evening, learning of the atta
only the fact.

‘There is absolutely no ex-
cuse or pretext to use force
against Iraq,” he said.

The German government
noted, however, that the Iraqi
leadership "had been warned”
the international community
would have to act if it failed to
cooperate fully with UN
weapons inspectors.

“The federal government re-
grets that, in the face of the atti-
tude of the Iraqi leadership, it

had to come now to the use of *

military measures,” its state-
ment said.

And France added that it
also "regrets that Iraqi leaders
were unable to show proof of the
spirit of complete cooperation”
demanded by the February 23
memorandum of understan
signed by Secretary Genera
Kofi Annan and Iraq's Tariq

Aziz.

Iran condemned the US
strikes as "un table" and
called for United Nations ac-

tion to halt the operations,
Tehran Radjo said. Iran also

Baghdad to cooperate -

urﬂled

with the United Nations to im-
[)lcmenl Security Council reso-
utions, it said.

"Such unilateral attacks
against Iraq will worsen the
suffering of the Iraqi people and
increase instability in the re-
gion," the radio quoted Foreign
Ministry spokesman Hamid
Reza Asefi as saying.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu was non-
committal, saying, "Israel is
outside the dispute, and in any
case will take care of defending
itself if the need arises."

India said the air strikes on
Irag undermined the authority
of the UN Security Council and
called for an immediate halt to
military action.

"This attack raises serious
uestion regarding the func-
oning of the collective and

consultative procedures of the
UN Security Council,” Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
said in a statement to parlia-
ment. '

Calling the United States
"international terrorists"” for
its attack on Iraq. Islamic

US-British air strikes on Iraq

Pakistan's t-wing religious
groups on Thursday vowed to
show their anger in demonstra-
tions outside mosques through-
out the country on Friday.
Several senators in
Pakistan's Upper House of
Parliament added their voice to’
the chorus of condemnation.
The overnment of
Pakistan, however, has been
silent, although one senator be-
longing to the ruling Pakistan
Muslim League also condemned

the attack.

Japan's Chief Cabinet
Secrctarg Hiromu Nonaka
backed the United States and
Britain, saying, "We strongly
demand that Iraq immediately
and unconditionally imple-
ment the UN Security Council's
resolutions.”

While Afghanistan's Taliban
rulers on Thursday condemned
the attack, most Afghans said
they felt only pi}ly for the Iraqis
"who are sufiering, while
Saddam Hussein is safe in some
basement.”

The hardline Taliban rulers
issued a statement callinf the
attack on Irag an insult to
Islam. ,

. While Indonesia, the world's
most populous Islamic nation,
called on the United States and
Irag to demonstrate restraint.

e call on the conflicting

peacefully and through diplo-
matic wafru." said acting
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Imron Kotan,

Canadian Forei
Lloyd Axworthy s his gov-
ernment supported the
airstrikes, adding that Canada
had not been asked to con-
tribute militarily.

"Saddam Hussein has
brought this crisis on himself."
Canadian Prime Minister Jean
Chretien said.

Australia, New Zealand,
Spain and Norway gave their
support to the air attacks,

utting the blame squarely on
raq.

. Key southeast Asian gov-
ernments expressed concern
over the air attack but urged
Baghdad to comply with UN
Security Council resolutions in
order to resolve the crisis.

“It's rather unfortunate that
this happened. 1 hope we can
avold the loss of Iinnocent
lives,” Philippine President
Joseph Estrada told journalists
after attending the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations

(ASEAN) summit, which ended
Wednesday-in the Vietnamese
capital Hanoi.

“This is an unfortunate turn
of events," Singapore Foreign
Minister S Jayakumar said in a

parties to settle thclchErublcm

Minster

What Baghdad experienced

blasts lighted the sky several
hours after the Clinton admin-
istration warned that it would

BAGHDAD, Dec 17: Anti-air-
craft guns opened fire over
Baghdad shortly after midnight
Thursday, and explosions were
heard in the Iraqi capital. Or-
ange tracers lit the sky as the
guns let loose volley after volley
of shots from rooftops, reports
AP.

Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein said US and British
airstrikes hit several targets,
and accused the two nations of
cowardice for using long-range
missiles instead of fighting
face-to-face.

In a statement carried by the
official Iragqi News Agency,
Saddam urged Iragis to "fight
the enemies of God, enemies of
the nation, enemies of human-
ity.” He did not say how many
targets were hit.

e said the attackers did not
“come to meet you face to face”
and depended "on a long techno-
logical arm, which is not a
measure of bravery.”

Iraqi anti-aircraft guns
opened [ire after air raid sirens
broke the night's silence — and
just before Washington and
London announced airstrikes
on military and security in-
stallations. The explosions

continued into the pre-dawn
‘houfrs, stopping brielly before
the morming azaan c Mus-

-lims to prayer wailed from the

city' s mosques.

The Information Ministry
said it planned to take reporters
to see the damage caused by one
missile in the Karada neigh-
bourhood.

Karada is across the Tigris
river from the Old Presidential
Complex in central Baghdad. It
was not clear if the palace was
damaged. Saddam's where-
abouts also were not known.

Unlike during previous
Western alliance attacks on
Baghdad, there was no black-
out. There were no immediate
reports of casualties, and the
streets of Baghdad were nearly
empty.

tate-run television did not
mention the attack and instead
continued to broadcast pictures
of Saddam meeting Wednesday
with ruling Baath Party offi-
cials.

Along with the anti-aircraft
fire, at least two large blasts
were heard, and foreign televi-
sion transmissions showed a
huge fiery glow on the horizon.
Smoke could be seen trailing
into the dark sky in the dis-
tance.

The Iragi blasts violently
shook the glass windows of the
Information Ministry buildin
near the centre u::rly Baghclag
where. foreign reporters are
based

The anti-aircraft fire
at 12:49 am Thursday (2149
GMT Wednesday). A barrage of

make a military
Iraq at any time.

President Clinton ordered
airstrikes on Iraq over a pro-
tracted impasse with Saddam
over UN weapons inspections
ust minutes before the blasts

an. Less than an hour later,
Prime Minister Tony Blair an-
nounced that Britisf\ had par-
ticipated in the airstrikes.

An Iraqi official seemed re-
signed even before the attack

"We have done everything in
our capacity,” Iragq's UN Am-
bassador Nizar Hamdoon said
at the United Nations.

Earlier in the day, long lines

strike against

formed outside Baghdad gas sta-.

tions and customers cursed
Clinton for plahning an attack
before the holy Islamic month
of Ramadan, which is expected
to begin Sunday.

"It seems that Clinton ...
wants to kill some ple in a
hurry out of respect for Ra-
madan,” said Amin Jadir, a
government worker.

The crisis unfolded quickl
after chief inspector Richar
Butler submitted a report Tues-
day. accusing lraq ol obstruct-
ing their search for weapons of
mass destruetion. The monitors
were pulled out of the country
Wednesday.

In Baghdad, a special joint
meeting of the decision-makin
Revolutionary Comman
Council and the ruling Baath
Party issued a statement, say-
ing Iragis can "depend on God to
knock the dreams out of ... (the)
empty heads" of the United
States and Britain.

The airstrikes are the first
large-scale military action
against Iraq since September
1996. Over two days, US ships
and jets fired scores of cruise
missiles at lraqi anti-missile
sites to punish the Iragi mili-
tary for venturing into the Kur-
dish "safe haven" in northern
Iraq.

Until the chemical and bio-
logical weapons are destroyed,
the United Nations will lift
economic sanctions imposed on
Iraq after its 1990 invasion of
Kuwait, which led to the Persian
Gulf War.

Iraq says it has complied
with every UN demand. and ac-
cuses Butler of prolonging the
inspections at the behest of the
United States.

On Tuesday, Butler gave a re-
port to UN Secretary-General
Kofi Annan in which he said
Iraq's claim to be free of banned
we -"eannot be accepted
without further verification.”
But verification is impossible
as Iraq is obstructing the in-
spectors, he said.

Staunch allies offer support, others condemnation

ntat:mm:h Mmedl'ln in Hanol.
"Over the year Singa
has consistently urged the m

rnment to comply with the
relevant UNSC resolutions and
to fully cooperate with
UNSCOM.

Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad said he
was opposed to the US led
bombing of Iraq.

"We're against it, we do not
think they should use force,”
Mahathir said in Hanoi.

Thai Foreign Minister Surin
Pitswuwan said "we are very
concerned” about developments
in Iraq.: ‘

"We hope that the conflict
would be resolved as soon as
E;Jsaihl:. The best resolution is

give the Secretary-General of
the United Nations another
chance to try to mediate the
conflict,” he said.

Victims of United - States
railds on Cambodia in the 1970s
said they empathised with Iraq,
as officials voiced regret over
the use of violence without UN

- Security Council approval.

"We regret they had to use
violence bypassing the UNSC,
even though we condemn Iraq's
non-compliance with weapons
inspections,” said Secretary of
State for Information Khieu
Kanharith.
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Britain’s top
court debating
Pinochet’s fate

for second time
LONDON., Dec 17 ; For the

second time in a month,
Britain's highest court is debat-

ing the fate of Gen Augusto
Pinochet, reports AP.

~ His return to the court comes
because one of the judges who
denied the former Chilean dic-
tator immunity from arrest is
the director of the fundraising
arm of Amnesty International.

A five-judge tribunal in the
House of s Mmay announce a
decision Thursday.

If Pinochet wins this round,
the judges would order a new
hearing Jan. 10 on the key
question of whether as a former
head of state he has immunity
from arrest. This would mark a
setback in Spain's efforts to ex-
tradite the 83-year-old general
to face charges of murder and
torture.

If the Lords reject the latest
move by Pinochet's lawyers, the
extradition process would be
back on a track — but it is a slow

one anyway.

A final decision could take
‘months, or longer. Pinochet,
who was arrested Oct. 16 while
recovering from back surgery,
remains under police guard at a
rented mansion in Wentworth.,

Next month, the 83-year-old
eneral is due to start fighting
the Spanish extradition war-
rant at a London court,

Clinton's prospects growin
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Nearly 1,000 people
rally at the Federal
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participated in an anti-impeachment
Building in the Westwood section of

Los Angeles Wednesday. Several celebrities, including
Barbra Streisand, Jack Nicholson, Ted Danson and !hflary
Steenburgen, attended the event in support of President

Clinton.

—_ AP/UNB photo

WASHINGTON. Dec 17: De-
spite strong cynicism about the
timing of airstrikes against
Iraq. House Republican leaders
postponed a history-making
impeachment vote against
President Bill Clinton. They
advised lawmakers to stay in
town and stand by, reports AP.

"We're going to ask that all
members, Republican and
Democrat, remain available ...
for further action possibly Fri-
day, possibly Saturday, but
within the near future," said in-
coming Speaker Bob Liv-
ingston, a Louisiana Republi-
can.

Before Wednesday's decision
to postpone, the president's
prospects were growing increas-
ingoﬂv dim as one Republican
moderate after another de-
clared support for impeach-
ment. That outlook is not ex-
]:n:ctcd to change by a short de-
ay

chment vote postponed

"I would think the votes are
B:tty much in place,” said Rt.lll)
er King, a New York Republi-
can who fa®ours censure over
impeachment. "Right now it
certainly looks like the presi-
dent will be impeached.”
Republicans intend to con-
vene the House on Thursday
and approve a resolution of
support for mili rsonnel.
Livingston said Republicans
decided "in the interest of sup-

g dim

port of our troops — the only
think that we need do is — pass
a resolution of support for our

troops.”
Democrats rushed to defend
Clinton. House Democratic

leader Dick Gephardt suggested
that the House of Representa-
tives "not take up impeachment
until the hostilities have ended.
It shouldn't come up as long as
our troops are in ‘s way."
He also _{nin:d with Senate
Democratic leader Tom Daschle
in warning Saddam Hussein to
"make no mistake that despite
domestic political differences
in the United States, the Ameri-
can people and Congress stand
ﬂrmﬁr behind the defence of our
nation's vital interests.”

Clinton, near the end of a
televised address on the bomb-
ing, broached the subject him-
self. "Saddam Hussein and the
other enemies of peace may
have thought that the serious
debate currently before the
House of Representatives would
distract Americans or weaken
our resolve to face them dowm,"
the president said. ~

Livingston contended that
Republicans "have left the issue
of impeachment to the con-
science of the men and women
in the Congress." while the
White House has waged a major

lobbying campaign.

Habibie_ tells army

Anti-govt protests

must be curbed

JAKARTA, Dec 17: Indone-
sia's president told the powerful
military Thursday that anti-
government protests must be
curbed to prevent the sprawling
Southeast Asian nation from
breaking up,

"If the protests are not be
controlled it can lead to the dis-
integration of the nation," said
President BJ Habibie at a grad-
uation ceremony of new army
officers.

Habibie, who has promised
democratic reform after
decades of authoritarian rule,
said that freedom of expression
that allows protests is now

uaranteed under Indonesian
w.

"But in carrying out these
rl.%}’lts people must also respect
other ple rights."” he said.

Indonesia with a population
of 202 million people is the
world's fourth most populous
country. It has more than 300
ethnic groups spread over about
17,000 islands.

For weeks, students have
been holding street protests
demanding that Habibie force
the military out of politics and
put his autocratic spredecessor,
ex-President Suharto, on trial
for corruption. .

The protesters and security
forces have clashed on several
occasions.

On Wednesday in Jakarta
olice fired tear gas and swun
atons to disperse hundreds o

protesters who had entered the
grounds of the Defense Min-
istry, not far from Habibie's
presidential palace.

On Nov. 13 security forces
shot dead nine student

-protesters when thousands

tried to march on the Parlia-
ment.

Student protests and deadl
riots last May also force
Suharto to quit after 32 years in
power.

Habibie has promised to
open up the tightly controlled
political system and to hold
elections next year. But the stu-
dents are not satisfied and stage
demonstrations almost daily in
Jakarta and other cities.

Anger at Habibie's seven-
month-old government has
been sharpened by a continuing
economic s, which has re-
sulted in soaring inflation,
mass unemployment and rising

poverty.
Sﬁéﬂdic rioting and looting
has hit some parts of the coun-

try.

Robot spacecraft on target
for rendezvous with asteriod

WASHINGTON, Dec 17: A
robot spacecraft is on target for
a rendezvous with an asteroid
and history's first orbit of a
speeding space rock called Eros,
mission scientists said today,

ST e
L |

eports AP.

Officials said the Near-Earth
Asteroid Rendezvous spacecraft
will begin a series of rocket fir-
ings on Jan. 10 that will aim
the small craft directly at the
asteroid.

"This will be the first time
that we have ever put a space-
craft in orbit about a small
body," said Rober T W Far-

quhar, a Johns Hopkins physi-
cist and the mission manager
for the undﬂrtaking,

The craft is to dip within 14
‘kilometers of Eros' surface dur-
ing about a year of orbital oper-
ations.

Instruments aboard the
spacecraft will determine the
composition and mass of the
38-kilometer long brick-shaped
asteroid. :

Eventually, the craft may be
brought ta a near hover and

perhaps even a touchdown on
the dusty asteroid, Farquhar
said.

Mission scientists said they
aré interested in learning the

composition and density of the
asteroid as part of fundamental
research that would be needed
to defend the Earth against any
potential collision with a space
rock of destructive size.

Farquhar said it would be
important to know how to op-
erate on and near such a small
body in the event that an aster-
oid aimed at Earth is discov-
ered. One scenario for protect-
ing the Earth from such a colli-
sion is to bombard its surface
with nuclear weapons in an ef-
fort to shatter the object.

In order to do this, officials
said, they have to understand
the composition and strength o
typical asteroids.

Asteroids are thought to be
the building blocks of the solar
systermn — aggrelgates of rock and

ust that were left over after the
formation of the planets. Most
of the asteroids are in the so-
called astrobelt between the or-
bits of Mars and Jupiter. Eros,
however, is on an D{I;bélt that
S s it past Mars and close to
tﬁbn EF Earth.

The asteroid, however, has
never actually threatened
Earth; it last pass went by the
planet in 1975, missing by 72
million kilometers.

Mandela caught

Thai Airways crash

Equal compensation for

Serb security presence in Kosovo up:
The Serb milit police presence appears to have

increased on roads and in the cities of Kosovo, the State
t said W . AP reports from Washington.

Spokesman James P Rubin said US monitors have also seen

a pattern of combined milit and police checkpoints and

have raised this matter with [;‘;?iﬂt authorities. The deaths this

in tornado,

escapes unhurt

JOHANNESBURG. Dec 15:
South African President Nelson

week of dozens of Albanians and Serbs have shattered the

Kosovo's fragile ceasefire.

victims' families sought

BANGKOK., Dec 17: Thai-

shortly after the accident that

Mandela escaped unhurt when
he was caught in a freak tor-

do that killed 13 le and
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E;*eﬁlimtn of Argentina and Thile si

mr dea]:The

gned an accord on

ednesday ending the final border dispute between the two
Andean countries, AP reports from Buenos Aires.

gal terms as to whether it can
act as a d party to sue
the insurer on f of the rel-

atives for equal compensation,”
Transport Minister Suthep

decide how much should be paid
to the families on a case-by-
case basis.
Suthep said that was wrong.
"We see all the victims as

8.

"The bodyguards shielded

the president, the president is
well,” presidential

spokeswoman Priscilla Naidoo
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n
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crisis was needed to the 15-year-old war. He said the

objective of the 1.20 lakh strong army was to eliminate the
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