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DID U' KNOW?

(The Professor.does)

That 'stock cars' were very
similar to conventional cars
when this t of racing first
began soon after World War II.
But soon the only similarity be-
tween a stock car and a conven-
tional car was the outer-body
shell, which on stock cars re-
sembled those of popular street-
cars manufactured by such
com es as Buick, Chevrolet,
Ford, Pontiac, and Oldsmobile.
Underneath the shell, stock
cars came to be pure racing ma-
chines, only slightly less so-
phisticated than single-seaters.
They are closed-wheeled and
closed-cockpitted, with hoods,
bumpers, and grilles. Stock cars
originally ran on beaches and

* on dirt tracks. Now stock cars

run on paved ovals and, in ma-
jor events, on high-banked su-
per speedways. The major
stock-car racing events are the
500-mile Daytona 500, run an-
nually in Daytona Beach, and
the
annually in Charlotte, North
Carolina. The major racing se-
ries in stock-car racing is called
the Winston Cup. .

The appeal of stock car rac-
ing to fans comes with the idea
of supposed streetcars running
close together at s s of up to
200 rng (322 km/h).

And I always thought these
were cars from some rich guy's
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COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN

Competition-108

v/ Tick the Correct Answers
Post to Tl Daily Star 1
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
Dec 18 '98, and draw
shortly afterwards

1 | National cricket team captain
Aminul Islam will play this seasch
for |

" Biman | Mohammedan[Surjo Tarun

2 { Whowon the Prefmier league cricket
title last season? |

Mohammedan | Kalabagan| Abahani

3| How many teams play in the
Premier cricket league?

10 8 12

4 | How many overs will be played per
: side in the Premier league this

season?

50 80 100
5| How many venues will be used for
. | the Premier league this year?
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SPORTS TALK

Mark Butcher

"At the ﬂLﬁuﬁ;fﬁ day, you're

on your own.”

V-Day carrom
held

The Victory Day carrom
com tion conclu at the
D a University asium
yesterday, reports :

AFM Ehteshamul Haque of
Dhaka University emerged as
champion, while Kamran Hos-
sain of Pallima Sangsad, Mal-
ibagh became runner-up in the
singles. The three-day long
tournament was organised by

E;nwmm-

State Minister for Youth,
Guader atiended the prive ghving
a prize giving
my as chief guest and dis-
tribu trophies among the
winners.

The Janakantha Premier
Division Cricket League offered
mixed fortunes for the biggies
at different city venues yester-
dayv.

"At the Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium an upset was the
order of the day when lowly-
rated Wari Club handed title
contenders Kalabagan KC a
stinging 58-run defeat.

Last years runners-up
Brothers Union posted a sensa-
tional two-run win against
Victoria SC at the Dhanmondi
Cricket Stadium.

But, belying the expectations
of their rivals, Abahani
recorded an impressive 86-run
win over promotees Sadharan
Bima at the BKSP ground in
Savar.

Holders Abahani. defending
a modest 206 on a dicey wicket
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Abahani canter, BU sweat
Kalabagan Warried

Sports Reporter

19 from where they never
recovered.
ahabubur Rahman Selim
with 64 and Pakistan Shahid
Saeed, who made 34, tried to
mend the early damage puttin
on 73 runs for the fourt
wicket, But both departed in
uick succession evaporating
g‘lﬂ glimmer of hope of a Kal-
abagan come-back.

onl
reall

Kalabagan's Shahid Saeed cuts.

.at the BKSP. shot Sadharai
.Bima out for a meagre 120 in
46.4 overs to eéelebrate their
second successive victory.

Resuming the day on 20 for
two, Sadharan Bima were bun-
dled out 11 minutes after the
lunch break in the face of some
fired-up bowling from national
right-arm seamer Hasibul Hos-
sain, who returned with a four-
wicket haul.

Hasibul, who scored a vital
37 in Abahani's moderate total
before striking twice in the fi-
nal session on Tuesday, n
up the Bima tail to finish with
29 for four in his 14 venomous
OVErS.

He was ably supported by
left-arm spinner Masud, who
took three wickets for 19 in his
nine overs.

For Bima, skipper Babu
scored highest 36. Totam (15)
Rajinder Singh (13) and Tareq
(10) were the other double digit
scorers for the vanquished.

BU SURVIVE A SCARE

But the day's thriller was
played at the Dhanmondi
Cricket Stadium where Victo-
ria. chasing a fighting Brothers
total of 306 for nine in the stip-
ulated 80 overs, ended up with
304 for nine in their allotted
OVers.

Victoria needed 12 runs from
the last six deliveries, but they
could manage only ten, letting
their more culuurf{ﬂ opponents
off the hook. But it would have
been a different story had Im-
ran, who fought a lone battle
with an unbeaten 70, got the
much-needed support from the
other end.

Victoria were well on course
when they raced on to 224 in
61.3 overs with their opener
Moniruzzaman and Imran in
full flow. But the rot started
when Monir, on 92 off 200
balls, embellished with nine
fours, was caught in the covers
off spinner Sanwar Hossain.
Within three more overs Victo-
ria sli to 234 for six. There
were still hopes for Victoria
when Jewel Hossain put on 30
runs for the seventh wicket
with Imran.

But once Jewel ran himself
out while chasing a non-exis-
tent third run, Victoria's hopes
were virtually dashed.

Although Victoria buckled
under pressure in the crunch
hour, Wari lived up to their
reputation as giant-slayers
wi'?e.n the Motijheel outfit, de-

a huge 321 for six, re-
stricted Kalabagan to 263 for
nine in the 80-overs-a-side af-
fair.

It was Wari's first win in two

ou .
" CATCHES COST

BAGAN DEARLY

For Kala . the defeat at
the nascent stage of the league,
served a stunning blow in r
bid for a maiden league title.
The new house was only
to be blamed for the debacle.

They did not bowl well, their
fiel on Monday was miser-
able. Their butter-fingered

fielders dropped as many as
nine catches, allowing Tariq to
score a match-winning 105,
Kalab were never up in
their chase. They were off to a
horrible start losing both their
openers Sajid Hasan and Harun
-ur Rashid with the score on

Tariq, who made most of the |

sloppy fielding d bizarre
catching to score the second ton
in the league this season, added
another feather to his cap on
Tuesday by claiming two wick-
ets for
OVErsS.

SCOREBOARDS

Final scoreboards of the
three Janakantha Premier
Division cricket league matches
ended in different venues yes-

terday:
KC v Wari Club
(Venue : Bangabandhu
National Stadium)

WARI CLUB: Overnight 321
for six in 80 overs (Tareque
Mahmood 105, Asadullah 66;
Fahim 2/42)

Kalabagan Innings
Sajid ¢ Mukhter ¢ A Wasim
Harun ¢ Mukhter b Zahid
Sher Al run out
Mahmud ¢ Asad b T Mahmood
S Saeed b T Mahmood
Zakaria st Mukhter b Sajib
Mushfiq ¢ Mukhter b Monirul
Fahim b Nasim
Saiful ran out
Masud not out
Sharfullah not out
Extras : (Ib-4, w-22)

Total : [For 9 wkts in 80 overs)

Fall of wkts : 1-1: 2-19:; 3-60;
4-147;: 5-148; 6-166; 7-204; 8-
212, 9-

R BRRERECEox

Bowler : O M R w
Ariful 4 0 12 0
Zahid 6 1 20 1
Monirul 14 0 52 1
A Wasim 16 4 5 1
Nasim 16 1 52 1
T Mahmood 16 0 7 2
Sajid Das B 1 21 1

Result : Wari Club won by 58

7 runs in his allotted 16

runs.
Abahani v Sadharan Bima
KS

(Venue ; BKSP)

ABAHANI: 206 all out in
76.1 overs (Akram Khan 55,
Hasibul 37; R Singh 3/32)

S BIMA : Overnight 20 for 2

in 13 overs

Farooq b Hasibul 8
Moin ¢ Masud b Hasibul 5
Totam ¢ Al-Shahriar b Masud 15

Babu Ibw b Masud
Garry ¢ Al-Shahriar b Hasibul 0

R Singh lbw b Igbal 13
Saiful ¢ Naimur b Masud 1
Mintu c Al-Shahriar b Niamur 8
Tareq ¢ Azam b Hasibul 10
M Ali not out 0
A Hadi did not bat 0
Extras : (b-6, Ib-2, nb-2, w-14) 24
Total : {All out in 46.4 overs) 120

Fall of wkts: 1-13; 2-16: 3-68:
4-73: 5-76: 6-96: 7-97: 8-115: 9-

— Star photo
20
Bowler : O M R w
Hasibul 14 3 2 4
Igbal 14 7 28 ]
Natmur 2 0 3 0
Niamur 24 1 11 1
Akram Khan 2 0 9 0
Saidul 3 0 13 0
Masud Rana 9 3 19 3

Result : Abahani won by 86
runs.

Brothers Union v Victoria
SC

(Venue : Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium)

BROTHERS: UNION:
Overnight 306 for 9 in 8O overs
(Shahriar 82, Sohel 59, Sanwar
56: Sabbir Khan 3/37)

VICTORIA SC INNINGS
Monirnuzzaman ¢ Wahidul b
Sanwar
Mustadir nun out
Marwar ¢ K Mahmud b Towhid
Shawkat Ali b S Sharma
Imran not out
Sabbir Khan Ibw b Zilani
Ayaz lbw b Shafiuddin
Jewel run out
Al-Amin Ibbw b S Sharma
Zakir b S Sharma
Aftab not out
Extras : (b-2. Ib-11. nb-13, w-30)
Total . (For 9 wkts in 80 overs] 304

Fall of wkts : 1-76: 2-105:; 3-
176; 4-224; 5-234; 6-244; 7-264,
8-270; 9-271
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Bowler : O M R w
S Sharma 16 2 47 3
Shafiuddin 16 | 53 2
K Mahmud ° 16 0 81 0
Asadullah 12 2 25 0
Sanwar 12 1 42 1
Towhid 3 0 17 1
Ahsan 5 0 26 0

Result: Brothers Union won
by 2 runs.
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Action from yesterday's National Bank Senior Division

volleyball league encounter between Sonali Bank and
Wari Club at the court near Bangabandhu Stadium.

— Star photo
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Biman catches
Leonine

Sports Reporter

Title aspirants Biman
joined holders Leonine Chess
Club at the top of the First Di-
vision chess league table when
they outplayed Ansars 4-0 in
their eighth round clash held at
the NSC chess room yesterday.

Biman’'s three International
Masters --Ziaur Rahman,
Reefat-bin-Satter and Abdullah
Al-Rakib won their respective
boards against Ansars’ Am-
jad Mintu, Sheikh Nasir
Ahmed and Imon while FIDE
Master Tahmidul completed the
clean sweep defeating Shawkat
Hossain Pallab in the last
board.

Biman and Leonine each has
27 points at the end of round
eight.

Leonine, who had a lone
point lead over Biman before
yesterday's round, lost their
sole lead despite winning 3-1
against Nakhalpara Jubo
Sangha.

Titas Club remained third in
the table with 22 points.

In yesterday's round, they
osted a 3-1 win over Ma-
akhali Prodeep Sangha.

In the other matches of the
day, Sonali
Anushilon Daba Krira Chakra
4-0, Narayanganj Daba Kh-
elowar Samiti beat Farashganj
Sporting Club 3.5-.5, Dhaka
University defeated Brothers
Union by identical margin
while Kamalapur Samaj
Kalyan O. Krira Sangstha regis-
tered a 3-1 victory over West
Jatrabari Krira Chakra.

The ninth round starts at the
same venue this afternoon.

Today’s matches

Leonine CC v Brothers
Union

Biman v Farashganj SC

Titas Club v Sonali Bank
Kamalapur SEKKS v
Anushilon DEC

Kahakhali PS v Nakhalpara
JKS |

Hulymgnnj DKS v West
Jatrabari K

Dhaka University v Ansars

Bangladeshis

at the Asiad

BANGEKOK, Dec 15
(UNB/BSS): Two-time silver
medalists Bangladesh were
struggling for a medal, even a
bronze, despite two wins in the
13th Asian Games kabadi com-
petition against Nepal and
Thailand today at the Sirind-
horn Complex in Nakhon
Nayok Province, some 78 ks
from here.

Bangladesh were declared
winners against Nepal in the
momming as the team from the
Himalayan kingdom did not
turn up for their fourth match
following three successive de-
feats.

In the other match,
Bangladesh overwhelmed the
hosts 84-13 with eight cred-
itable "lonas after dominating
the first half 44-6 in the after-
1Noon.

Chairman of the Games’
technical committee M Monir
Hossain of Bangladesh told
UNB that Nepal would be
scratched from the competition
because of their abstention and
their previous three matches
treated as 'no result.’

To win a medal Bangladesh
— the Beijing and Hiroshima
Asian Games runners-up — will
depend .on many 'ifs' in the two
remaining matches tomorrow
between Pakistan and Japan
and ICS encounter against Sri
Lanka.

Bangladesh will have to beat
emerging force Sri Lanka by a
good margin and their hope for
a narrow Japanese defeat
against Pakistan.

If Sri Lanka win they
claim the bronze instead.

Meanwhile, holders India
clinched their third successive
gold in kabadi with an all-win
record as they trounced Sri
Lanka by 76-13 points today
after leag'ing the first half 40-5
at the same venue.

HOCKEY

Bangladesh will play hosts
Thailand in the ninth place
play-off of the hockey competi-
tion at Pathum Thani Province

tOMOrrow.

Both Bangladesh and Thai-
land finished fifth in Group B
and A respectively in the pre-

liminary round.

ATHLETICS

Bangladesh will complete
their Asian Games engagement
on Thursday with ﬁdaaghbnnh
Alam taking part in men's 200-
metre sprint and Eliasuddin in
5,000 metre run.

Earlier, Mahboob reached
the semifinal of the 100-metre
feat while Elias failed to com-
plete the 10,000 metre.

Rajshahi cricket

RAJSHAHI, Dec 15: Shaheed
Zia Smriti Cricket team moved

will

into the final defeating Mithu .

Ainul Smriti Cricket team by
56 runs at the local college
ground today, reports UNB.

Opting to bat first, Shaheed
Zia Smriti team piled up 222
runs for all in 44.3 overs.

In reply, Mithu Ainul team
scored 166 for all in 38.5 overs.

V-Day pair bridge

Victory Day pair bridge
competition will be held of the
Dh Club today from 10 am,
reports BSS.

Players, who want to partic-
ipate in the competition, have
been urged to register their
names by 9-30 am today at the
club premises.

Bank blanked -

i

Test at Adelaide yesterday.

ADELAIDE, Dec
15: Australia tro-
unced England by
a mammeoth 205
runs to retain the
Ashes for a record
equalising sixth successive time
at the Adelaide ©Oval on
Tuesday, reports AP,

Fast bowler Glenn Mc&Grath
triggered another collapse ei-
ther side of lunch on the last
day as England, chasing a

— i e

bowled out for 237 runs just 24
minutes after the break.

Once McGrath claimed last
man Peter' Such leg before
wicket, jubilant  Australian
players rushed together "a{lﬂ
jumped into a group hug, later
they pulled out the stumps to
keep as mementos.

"It hurts a lot,” skipper Alec
Stewart said after the humiliat-
ing defeat. "We came here with
the intention of regaining the
Ashes but we haven't played to
our full potential. We have un-
F]er- performed in this series so
ar.”

Stewart top-scored for Eng-
land with an unbeaten €3 as his
side lost 5-16 off 27 balls in 24
minutes after resuming the day
on 122 for four.

"When it comes to the crunch
we haven't performed. They are
the best side in the world and
when they get in winning posi-
tions they stay in winning posi-
tions.

“We have good patches but we
don't have enough good patches.
Australia batted and bowled
better than us. ['ve played in a
losing Ashes side for the last 10
years and it hurts.”

England's second-innings
collapse followed the first in-
nings debacle of losing 7-40 in
just 64 minutes on the third
morning.

"If our top seven batsmen
can get the runs on the board,
you can't expect the tail to do it
for you,” Stewart added. "The
difference in the two sides have
been the tail. Our's hasn't
wagged at all in the last few
years."

Stewart refused to agree that
English cricket has deterio
rated, |

"What [ believe is that the
other countries have improved.
We have to produce cricketers
with mental strength and tal-
ent.”

The turning point of the
game came with swing-special-
ist Damien Fleming producing

mammoth 443 runs to win, was

YOU WIN AGAIN: England skipper Alex Stewart (R) congratulating his opposite number
Mark Taylor after the Australians have beaten the tourists on the final day of the third

Aussies smoke England,
keep the Ashes

a reverse swinger to upend the
prized-wicket of Mark Ram-
prakash for 57.

But Stewart with his first
major contribution ir ‘he se-
ries and John Crawley 3) took
the side within two ba. s of the
break when disaster struck.

Crawley's edge to second slip
Mark Waugh began triggered the
collapse.

McGrath armed with the
second new ball took 4-15in 21
balls to hurry an Australian

win. He finished with 4-50 and

m-0-1

enjoys an Ashes tally of 58
wickets in 11 Tests.

Justin Langer, who comple-
mented his career-best un-
beaten 179 with a fine 52 in the
second innings was voted man-
of-the-match.

Mark Taylor, with his 25th
win in 48 Tests as captain. said
his side enjoyed the "mental
edge" over their opponents and
had enjoyed doing it without
bowler Shane Warne.

"We have certainly got the
mental edge over England. there
is no doubt about that, and that
comes from a number of good
performances over the last 10
years or so,” said Taylor.

"The pattern has been set in
the series with two Tesls re-
maining. It is a feeling of relief
as well as a great thrill after the
disappointment in Brisbane.”

England narrowly escaped
defeat in the first Test when the
weather intervened.

"Lot of us treat the Ashes se-

—AFP photo

ries very highly. We have taken
on different challenges in world
cricket and Ashes is a very spe-
cial bne."

Taylor felt there was an
"enormous gulf" between the
two sides because of Australia's
depth.

"There are a lot of players
outside keeping the pressure on
everyone in the current team,”
said Taylor. "That's the reason
we are so strong.”

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the final day
of the third Ashes cricket Test
between Australia and England
on Tuesday:

AUSTRALIA: First innings
391 (Langer 179 not out, Taylor
59, S Waugh 59, Headley 4-97,
Such 3-99, Gough 3-103)

ENGLAND: First innings 227
(Hussain 89 not out, Ram-
prakash 61; MacGill 4-53)

AUSTRALIA: Second in-
nings 278-5 dec (Slater 103,
Langer 52, M Waugh 52, Taylor
29: Gough 2-76, Such 2-66,
Headley 1-78)

ENGLAND: Second innings
(122-4 overnight)

Butcher ¢ Healy b Fleming 19
Atherton ¢ M Waugh b Miller 5
Hussain 1bw b Miller 41

Ramprakash b Fleming
Headley ¢ M Waugh b Miller
Stewart not out
Crawley ¢ M Waugh b McGrath 1
Hick ¢ Fonting b McGrath
Gough ¢ Healy b McGrath
Mullally ¢ Healy b Fleming
Such Ibw b McGrath
Extras: [b-7. 1b-9, nb-14)
Total: (all out in 89 overs]
Fall of wkts: 1-27; 2-31; 3-
120; 4-122; 5-163; 6-221; 7-221;
8-231; 9-236. :

%Emﬁuamﬁmﬂ

Bowler O M R W
McGrath 7 B A 4
Fleming 21 3. 5% 3
Miller 24 1 o7 3
MacGill 25 8 55 0
S Waugh 2 1 3 O

Result: Australia won by 205
runs,
Man-of-the-match: Justin

Umpires: Steve Davis
(Australia) and Steve Bucknor
(West Indies).

Match referee: John Reid
(New Zealand).

First Test in Brisbane:
Drawn.

Second Test in Perth: Aus-
tralia won by seven wickets.

Fourth Test in Melbourne:

Fifth Test in Sydney: Jan-

uary 2-6.

LONDON, Dec 15
(Reuters/ Inter-
net): Demoralised
England crick-

l eters take note;
s at least partly in the

mind.
British psychologists said in
a report on Tuesday that crick-

eters wantinﬁ to improve their
game should focus more on
their mood. A study of 33 pro-
fessional county cricketers
showed that batsmen who "en-

with their problems" were
more focused and scored more
runs, while tense bowlers had
worse averages.

"Players who were happier,
more focused, more energetic
and enthusiastic performed bet-
ter," Dr Peter Totterdell of the
University of Sheffield, in
northern England, said in an
interview.

Each cricketer rated his
mood and performance on a

cket calculator three times a
day for up to four days during a
championship game. They

and enthusiastic they felt and
how well thﬂ thought they bat-
ted or bowled.

Totterdell analysed the data
and correlated it with their per-
formance. He found that some

players performed better while

recorded how tense, confident '

l . ] t
tense, while others did not. In-
dividual performance was also
related to the mood of the team.

"The moods of the team-
mates tended to influence per-
formance. Players who are

older and more committed to
the team, or more expressive

with their emotions, tended to

Sheetal h'ball

Arambagh KS, Azad SC and
Vlﬁuarunnesa Noon School &
Co IEEE won their respective
matches in the Sheetalg First
Division handball league at the
Sultana Kamal Women's Com-
plex yesterday, reports UNB.

Arambagh defteated Lalma-
tia Girls' College 26-3 after
dominating the first half 16-1.

Sharna netted 10 for the
winners while Sarmin scored 3
goals for the losers.

Azad SC beat Narayanganj
WKS 15-7 after leading the first
half 10-3.

- Kakali of Azad SC scored 6
while Sahida of Narayanganj
WKS netted 6 goals.

In the day's last match, Vi-
uarunnesa Noon School &
ollege earned a massive 27-1
oals victory over Rokeya Hall

U) after dominating the first
half 15-1,

e mind

be more linked with their
tearnmates,” he added.

Totterdell called for more
emphasis on the mental side of
cricket. He said skills to change
mood and enhance performance
can be coached. but it takes time
and practice.

"Playing performance of
professional cricketers seems
to be partly determined af-
fective characteristics of the

layer and the player's team,”
Ee said.

The revelation came follow-
ing Australia's victory in the
third Test against England. It
was their sixth consecutive
Ashes series victory.

It also extends their current
reign to at least 12 years, the
second longest in history, as the
teams are not due to meet again
until 2001,

Australia held the Ashes for
six series, interrupted World
War Two, from 1934 to 1953 and
for another six series between
1958-59 to 1970-71.

England, who won seven se-
ries from 1884 to 1890, holds
the record for the most consec-
utive Ashes wins, :

- Over the 122-year history of
test cricket between Australia
and England, Australia have
won 116 Tests, England 92 and
87 have been drawn.



