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The NID Success

The fifth National Immunisation Day (NID) fi-
nally got off the ground yesterday, after the floods
had forced a shift in the original date, from Nov 8
to Dec 14. Government agencies were entrusted
with carrying out preparations for the NID and
partners such as the WHO, Unicef, Rotary Interna-
tional, CDC of Atlanta and the government of
Japan remained well on course to press home with
the task at hand. As in the previous four NIDs, over
half a million volunteers were mobilised to ac-
complish the gigantic task of vaccinating nearly
20 million children at 120,000 immunisation cen-
tres around the country.

The NIDs are designed to eradicate polio through
vaccination of all under-5 children on a single day,
twice within the space of a month. Given that over
a million children are infected with the virus every
year in Bangladesh, and 15,000 are paralysed from
the disease, the importance of the eradication pro-
gramme can hardly be overestimated. Bangladesh
has already staged four highly-successful NIDs,
each involving two rounds. The fifth NID, the sec-
ond round of which is scheduled for Feb 2, 1999, is
critical because this may well propel Bangladesh to
a future free of polio.

The next challenge is to ensure that all cases of
acute flaccid paralysis (AFP), the disease caused by
polio, are reported accurately. This would enable
the health system to take curative action rapidly,
and identify pockets where the polio virus may
still be active. Such pockets can then be mopped up
through intensification of routine vaecination un-
der the extended programme of immunisation
(EPI). This would require more focused efforts from
the health system, sustained support from part-
ners and even greater vigilance on the part of the
communities themselves.

The government is committed to making
Bangladesh polio-free by the year 2000, and we
may well be on course to meet the target. Commu-
nity participation, in the form of volunteers and
co-operation of all segments of society, and sup-
port from development partners, particularly the
government of Japan, have been crucial in ensur-
ing the success of the NIDs. Close co-ordination
among various government agencies has been an-
other salient feature. This broad partnership
stands as an example of what can be achieved if
enough political will and resources are invested in
social development programmes with active com-
munity participation.

Move Forward in CHT?

It can hardly be exaggerated that the settlement
of land disputes is central to the implementation
of the CHT peace accord. That's why one feels re-
lieved at the news that the gmﬂ'ernment on Decem-
ber 6 put the much-awaited Land Commission in
place. The nine-member commission headed by

Justice varul Hagué. Chowdhury' will work for
three years to sort %M land ﬁrﬁ%]éﬁl's, thereby

laying strong and stable foundations for the peace
accord to materialise in full. Closely on the heels
of the announcement concerning the Land Com-

mission, we have the good tiding that the govern-
ment and the PCJSS reached a consensus Sunday
on ‘a peaceful solution to land disputes in the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts'. Although the 'consensus’ has
not been elaborated we presume that a decision has

been taken jointly by the Land Ministry and the
PCJSS to start surveying t : land which is of pri-
mary importance in settling disputes of ownership
as well as the rehabilitation question relating to
the tribal refugee returnees.

But the working of the Land Commission is
linked to the functioning of the interim Regional
Council and the appointment of chiefs to the Mong
Circle and Bomang Circle. The Land Commission
cannot get fully formed, far less start working, un-
less the chairman of the RC and the chiefs of the
Mong and Bomang circles co-opt to it as members
along with six others who are to sit in the commis-
sion. PCJSS chief Shantu L.rma who is the gov-
ernment-nominated chairman for the interim Re-
gional Council has had a clifference of opinion
with the government on the ,uestion of 'represen-
tation’ of certain Bengali plainlanders on the RC.

We do not know whether h- has relented on that
point in his latest talks with he government. Sec-
ondly, there is a court injunction on the activities
of the Mong and Bomang circle chiefs. That
threshold has also to be crossed before the Land
Commission can get down to business.

It is nice to exchange pleas intries after a round
or two of talks between the government and the
PCJSS, but for a proper appreciation of where we
exactly stand in terms of spe: ding up the accord's
implementation certainly concrete details need to
be furnished.

Deportation, CMP-Style

There was a time when police occasionally
picked up 'naughty bU{s'. specially students, from
demonstration, took them outside the city limits
and dropped them off. In the absence of transports
they had to walk back to the town. This was the
lighter side of punishment meted out to the 'offend-
ers’. Times have changed, so have the types of
crimes and number of criminals. But the attitude
remains unchanged. The Chitta%ung Metropolitan
Police have got a move on tc ’eclare about a hun-
dred criminals persona-non- ata and expel them
from the city, according tc a report published
Monday in a vernacular daily. The CMP sources
have elaborately quoted from the 1978 CMP ordi-
nance that provides for such lop-sided punishment
but with a procedure for appeal against any such
decision by the affected people. But the high point
is, once in effect this cannot be challenged in a
court of law. That means police would have an ab-
solute authority.

Strangely, in 20 years no attempt was made to
properly read and interpret the ordinance to bring
it u% to-date. This provision of the ordinance re-
sembles such laws prevalent in the subcontinent
during the British Raj. Who is going to guarantee
that these criminals will not forage in other areas
or return to the city itself? Can there be any surety
that they will not start their profession in their
new places of domicilé? It will be like helping in
the proliferation of crimes in areas other than
Chittagong, all being parts of the same country.

We feel this is no solution to the problem. If the
police know the criminals, why can't they arrest
them and send them for trial? ’l%xﬂre must be loop-
holes through which they eventually get out and
that is where we need to do the plugging rather than
pass on a given responsibility.
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Foreign Aid: What to Expect in the Coming Years

by Syed Akhtar Mahmood

OES foreign aid help de-
Dreln ment or does it hin-

der it? It depends.... , says
a just-published World Bank
report on the effectiveness of
aid. That by itself is not a pro-
found finding. Although some
diehard critics of foreign aid be-
lieve that foreign aid, every-
where and always, harms de-
velopment, most people have
taken a more balan view of
the effectiveness of foreign aid.
They argue that foreign aid is
useful under certain conditions,
in the absence of which aid is
ineffective and perhaps even
harmful. This study from the
World Bank is also not a pio-
neering one — several studies in
the past have examined the ef-
fectiveness of aid. Why then
should one be interested in this
latest report on aid?

The authors of "Assessing
Aid: what works, what doesn't
and why?" suggest three rea-
sons. First, the world has
changed. Two major develop-
ments, i.e., the end of the cold
war and surge in private capital
flows to the developing world
have prompted many to ask if
there is any rationale left for
forei aid. Second, thinkin
on development strategy an
agenda has shifted considerably
over the past two decades,
calling for a new role for aid.
Finally, there is additional evi-
dence on what makes aid bene-
ficial and what renders it inef-
fective. All these imply that the
time has come to rethink aid.
Indeed, this rethinking has be-
gun and is likely to profoundly
change the nature and determi-
nants of aid flows in the coming
years. People concerned with
the role of ﬂn:iBgn aid in the de-
velopment of Bangladesh may
want to take note of this.

The Changing World

The last half a century has
seen about a trillion Rl':ullar
worth of foreign aid flowing
into the developing world. A lot
of this was inspired by a gen-
uine desire to alleviate poverty
and lay the basis for sustain-
able development. But some was
driven by less altruistic mo-
tives, e.g., in the words of the
., "to promote the short-
term political and strategic in-
terests of donors". This may be
changing. With the end of the
cold war, the political impera-
tives to provide aid are dimin-
ishing. Shorn of its political
motivations, aid is thus likely
to be more effective in the fu-
ture. The end of the cold war
may thus not necessarily mean
the end of foreign aid.
But what about the upsurge
in private flows? In 1996 —

HE history of the Kurdish

ople is embedded in

oary past. Most of the
Kurds live in contiguous areas
of Iran, Iraq and Turkey, a re-
gion generally referred to as
Kurdistan. The Kurds are
thought to number more than
15 million. Despite their long-
standing occupation of a par-
ticular region of the world. the
Kurds never achieved nation-
state status. Kurdish national-
ism, a recent phenomenon,
came about through the con-

junction of a variety of factors,

including British introduction
of the concept of private pl‘t:[)-
erly, the partition of tradi-
tional Kurdistan by modern
neighbouring states, and the
influence of British, US. and
Soviet interests in the Persian
Gulf region. These factors and
others combined with the flow-
ering of a nationalist move-
ment among a very small mi-
nority of urban, intellectual
Kurds.

The Kurds of Turkey received
particularly unsympathetic
treatment at the hands of gov-
ernment, which tried to deprive
them of their Kurdish identity.
The Turkish government sup-
pressed Kurdish political agita-
tion in the eastern provinces
and encouraged the migration
of Kurds to the urbani west-
ern portion of Turkey, thus di-
luting the concentration of
Kurdish population in the up-
lands. Owing to the military
revival of Turkey under Kemal
Ataturk, the Treaty of Sevres,

signed in 1920 by representa-
tives of the Allies was never rat-
ified. It was superseded by the
Trealy of Lausanne, which con-

As donors struggle to make aid more effective, we are likely to see them becominlg more selective, -
more knowledge-based and better coordinated. We may also see them becoming more self

critical and continually asking questions such as: why do we do what we do?

when these flows peaked before
reversing in the wake of the
East Asia crisis — $250 billion
ol private capital went to the
developing world. This was
three times what bilateral
donors and the multilateral in-
stitutions disbursed that year —
a significant change from the
1970s and 1980s when private
and official flows were roughly
of the same magnitude. How-
ever, note that much of this
flow went to a handful of coun-
tries. The report reminds us
that, in 1996, 95 per cent of the
8250 billion of private flows
went to just 26 countries,
mostly in Latin America and
East Asia. For the rest of the de-
veloping world, official flows
are still of much greater conse-
%cnce than private flows.
is, plus the volatility of pri-
vate flows, demonstrated so
dramatically again the past
ear, means that even il aid
ows diminish in the next 5-10
years, these will remain signif-
icant.

Nonetheless, it is also clear
that donors cannot afford to be
as generous as before. Beset by
fiscal problems, OECD coun-
tries have already reduced their
aid, from an average of about
0.40 per cent of GNP in 1990 to
under 0.22 per cent in 1997. As
the report alerts us, "donors are
clearly rethinking the impor-
tance and value of foreign assis-
tance”.

The evolution in develop-
ment thought over the past
couple of decades is also going
to influence the nature of for-
eign aid in the coming years.
Foreign aid needs to be viewed
in the context of the overall de-
velopment agenda and strategy
of a country. On these, there has
been considerable rethinking
in the past two decades. Firstly,
people are reconsidering the
relative roles of market and
government. For many years,
pervasive market failures were
considered an intrinsic feature
of developing countries and
much emphasis was placed on
the role of government in pro-
moting development. Then, be-
glljnnlng in the early eighties,
the pendulum started swinging
— quite rapidly — in the oppo-
site direction. Disenchantment
with "big government” spread
widely and, from Washington to
Warsaw, from London to Lima,
from Canberra to Colombeo,
rolling back the "overextended"

state and allowing market
forces a free hand became the
mantra of the day. Now, on the
eve ::I}flth: II;IE:W millenium, tl:l:

ndulum has swung again be-
ore settling on a mnngr: moder-
ate stance. There is now emerg-
ing consensus that both mar-
kets and governments have
pervasive lailures and that
more nuanced approaches rec-
0 njz.in%x'thc complementary
roles of both market and state
are required.

This evolution in thought
about development strategy and

the concurrent hroadening of
the development agenda — mov-
ing from a narrow focus on per
capita income growth to the
broader goal of human devel-
opment and sustainable growth
— has catalyzed a new develop-
ment strategy. As the report
puts it, the new stra "is two-
pronged — put in place growth-
enhancing, market-oriented
policies (stable macroeconomic
environment, effective law and
order, trade liberalization etc.)
and ensure the provision of im-
portant public services that
cannot be well and equitably
supplied by private markets
(infrastructure services and ed-
ucation, for example)”.

The Determinants
tive Aid: Some Recent
The report has several im-
Enrtant conclusions, many
ased on findings of recent em-
pirical studies of aid. Some of
the most important of these are
the following:

Aid makes a difference in
countries which have sound
economic management but not
elsewhere: Sound economic
management — a phrase men-
tioned repeatedly in the rt
— means good policies, such as
those which lower inflation,
maintain external balance and
promote investment, and sound
institutions, such as high qual-
ity public bureaucracy and a

ec-

judicial system which enforces

the rule of law and l!::fﬂp&r‘l]l’
rights. Countries with sound
management but little aid have
done reasonably well; growing
at about 2.2 per cent Scr capita
over the period 1970-93. But
those which had good manage-
ment plus aid did even better,
growing at a respectable 3.7 per
cent per capita. By contrast,
countries with r economic
management grew much slowly
if they grew at all; many coun-

tries in this category actually
experienced negative growth for
extended periods. For countries
with poor economic manage-
ment, aid makes no difference.
Differences are also found in
roject performance. A study of
orld Bank projects found that
“in countries with sound man-
agement, projects were 86 per
cent successful, with much
higher rates of return; in coun-
tries with weak policies and in-
stitutions, the corresponding
figure is a measly 48 per cent”,
Other findings: aid not only
promotes growth in countries
with sound management but
also reduces poverty faster, and
crowds in private investment.
Previous studies which did not
find a significant relationship
between aid and seem to
have done so because they had
not included the economic
mana it variable.
Reforms which improve in-
stitutions and policies and lead

to sound economnic manage-
ment will have to be indige-

nously driven: The report
frankly admits thal donor-im-
posed conditionalities — a sub-
ject of considerable controversy
— has rarely proved effective
when there is little domestic
will to reform. The report
points out that "in many cases
policy measures were not car-
ried out but loans were dis-
bursed anyway” and on to
conclude that "efforts to "buy”
policy improvements in coun-
tries where there is no move-
ment for reform, ..have typi-
cally failed”. Aid is no substi-
tute for a domestic commitment
to reforms. However, when de-
veloping country societies were
keen on reforms, foreign aid,
especially if provided timely,
has usually IEI:I d, not unfy
through finance
and training.
Foreign aid catalyzes foreign
investment in countries with
sound economic management:
Does foreign aid crowd out pri-
vate investment? [t does but
only where the environment is
distorted. Where economic
management is sound, aid actu-
ally catalyzes private invest-
ment by increasing confidence
of the private sector and by sup-
purung imﬁonant public ser-
vices. For those unwilling to ac-
cept a statement on its face, the
report quotes evidence showin
that every dollar in foreign ai
induces two dollars in private

ut also ideas

investment.

The guality of the overall
public expenditures of the -
ernment is critical: en
donors pum%cd money into
countries wit r economic
management, t were only
partly driven by political con-
siderations. Often they funded
specific projects, such as those
dealing with primary health
care or education, because

ne agreed that these were
useful. However, in such
a stance, donors often forgot
that money is fungibile. In other
words, these ects were so vi-
tal that even an inefficient 5-:1-'
ernment would have funded
them from their own resources.
When donors picked up the tab,
overnments often diverted the
reed resources to Iuw—_Prinrlty
projects. The lesson: "donors
must look at overall alloca-
tions and, even more impor-
tant, at the efficacy of public
spending”.

An active civil society in-
creases the effectiveness of for-
eign aid: In project after pro-
ject, active participation by
stake-holders in design and
implementation is proving to
be a major contributor to pro-
ject effectiveness. This is par-
ticularly true in some sectors,
such as infrastructure, educa-
tion and health, but in other ar-
eas Loo, there is now growing ev-
idence about the potentially
useful role of civil society in
enhancing aid-effectiveness.

Implications for Future

Foreign Aid

What does this rethinking
on aid imply about the future
nature of aid flows? For coun-
tries such as Bangladesh the
answer may have far-reachin

consequences. There is 5:::
chance that, in the future, e
will be much greater selectivity
in the provision of aid. The re-
port presents an interesting
calculation about what might
happen to poverty across the
lobe if aid is increased by 10
illion dollars. If this 810 bil-
lion increase is directed only at
countries with sound economic
management, 25 million people
will be lifted out of poverty each
year. By contrast, if this in-
crease is spread more widely
across the globe irrespective of
the policies a country followed,
only 7 million people will come
out of poverty — a far less effec-

The Kurdish Issue Continues to Trouble Turkey

by A S M Nurunnabi

The extradition of Ocalan has become a major political headache for Italy. The incident has
highlighted the Turkish problem and it could be used as a catalyst for a major solution between

Turkey and Kurdish guerillas of PKK, provided there is good will among the part_ies concerned.

firmed the provision for the
Arab states but omitted men-
tion of Armenia and Kurdistan.

The latter-day Kurdish peo-
ple are scattered across Europe
which was considered as safe
havens by the Kurds. About half
a million Kurd refugees live in
Germany alone: A sizeable sec-
tion of Kurds live in [taly. Nu-
merous Kurds live in other Eu-
ropean countries. The European
Unicn (EU) has been known to
be liberal in providing refugee
status to Kurds in Europe on the
pretext that the Kurds faced
"persecution and military op-
pression” by Turkish military
authorities. The European
Union was also said to be criti-
cal of Turkey's record of human
rights.

Lately there was an unhappy
chapter of relations between
Turkey and Syria. In Turkey's
perception, Syria allows Kur-
dish rebel bases in its territory.
The Kurdish rebels seek to have
more autonomy in the area of
southeastern Turkey and their
demands date back to 1994. The
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)
supporters use both Syrian and

Iraqi territories to carry on
guerilla attacks against Turkey.
It was felt by Turkey that its se-
curity had been under threat
and a must stop its support
to Kurdish rebels. According to
Turkish government, the situa-
tion was serious and it was no

longer ready to suffer from Kur-
dish incursions.

In view of the growing crisis,
Syria took the stand that the
situation could be dealt with
diplomatically and not through
confrontation or threats. The
situation became so serious
that Ankara asserted that it
was prepared to send forces
across the border to eradicate
Kurdish guerilla bases in Syria.

Fearing a potential danger,
President Mubarak of Egypt
made a dash to Damascus and
held talks with Syrian leader-
ship in attempt to diffuse the
tension between the two coun-
tries. Egy'gl was apprehensive of
the ible adverse impact of
the sour relations between
Turkey and Syria on the Middle
East peace procéss. Riyadh also
fully backed Cairo's efforts to
defuse the tension between
Ankara and Damascus. It was
reported that the Saudi Crown
Prince was due to visit Damas-
cus and Ankara in effort to help
diffuse the crisis that was de-
veloping. Syria had lately reit-
erated its determination to
solve the dispute with Turkey
and said only Israel would ben-
efit from any confrontation be-
tween the two neighbours.

Another thorny issue relates
to the existing sour relation be-
tween Turkey and Greece over
jurisdiction over the Aegean
Sea. Because of the unresolved

ueslions over the Aegean.
there is a potential threat of i
rise ol unintended and undesir-
able events that could escalate
into a serious confrontation.
The Aegean dispute with
Greece and the long-standing
Kurdish problem are said to
have bearing on Turkey's seek-
ing membership of the Euro-
Fean Union. The precipitating
actor causing a nose dive in
relations between two NATO
members — Turkey and Italy —
was the row over extradition of
the leader of the Kurdish
guerilla movement. Abdullah
Ocalan. who was arrested in
Rome on 15 November last.
Turkey demanded his extradi-
tion from Italy for his alleged
terrorist activities in Turkey.
Ocalan was hidi‘l‘lﬁlm Syria for
a long time. en Turkey
threatened military action
against Syria, Ocalan had to
flee from a and took refuge
in Russia. The Russian govern-
ment decided not to proceed to
ive Ocalan political asylum
cause it did not want to dam-
age its tenuous relations further
with Turkey.
Ocalan lel
sought political
Ita]K. It was reported pro-Kur-
dish parliamentarians invited
Ocalan to Italy so that he could
seek political asylum there. Af-
ter his arrest, the Italian court
[reed Ocalan but directed him to

Russia and
asylum in

remain in Rome under military
custody.

One week after Ocalan was
released, Italy claimed that it
couldn't legally give the PKK
leader to a government that
supports the death penalty (as
Turkey does). Ocalan's appeal
for asylum beginning this
month could stretch into next
year. Turkey was shocked, Legal
arguments aside, many other
European countries have a soft
corner for the PKK. Only the
United States spoke up in
favour of Ocalan's extradition.

Turkish shock turned to
fury. For Turkey, Europe’s lack
of s:d)port for extradition only
added to the chip it already car-
ried on its shoulder. Despite its
strategic loeation, its decades of
Westernization and economic
sacrifices for its NATO allies
(Turkey claims it lost $20 bil-
lion in trade with Iraq during
the Gulf War), it is still an out-
sider. In fact, Europe's silence
on Ocalan topped a series of
irksome snubs. Despite the
German government's changing
attitudes towards citizenship,
Turks are still ostracised in
Germany. Europeans have
shown a lack of firm support
for a proposed pipeline to
transport oil from the Caspian
Sea to the Turkish port of Cey-
han. And most important,
Turkey was excluded as a can-
didate for membership in the

tive use of the additional aid.
This is a powerful statistic:
enough to inspire many donors

' to be more selective in provid-

ing aid.

[f sound institutions and
Eood policies are so critical, the
role of development assistance
may go beyond providing just
finance. A judicious combina-
tion of money and ideas will be
needed, with the balance be-
tween the two being dictated by
country circumstances. For
countries with distorted poli-
cies. and weak institutions and
service delivery, the report ar-
gues that government-to-gov-
ermment aid is not likely to be
very effective but there might be
"champions of local or sectoral
reform” who deserve support.
Here, ideas, not mo . wi Y
greater dividends. Thus, le
good policy performers will get
most of the money, for slow re-
formers, ideas and training will
be the major form of assistance.
Although it is difficult to pre-
cisely measure the impact of
knowledge dissemination,
training and public debates,
case studies suggest that these
promote successiul reform pro-
grammes, even if with a lag.
One important lesson for
donors wanting to have a mark
in such countries: be patient
and tenacious.

Should financial aid then be
allocated only on the basis cf
economic management?
Should poor nations unlucky to
have an inefficient government
be abandoned by donors? Sim-
ply put, should aid go to those
who need it the most. or to those
who can make the best use of it?
In the happy situations where
the neediest are also the best
users of aid, this is not a big is-
sue. But where there is a trade-
off. how does one choose? The
report argues that both factors
should be taken into account. It
says, "among countries with
similar poverty levels but dif-
ferent policy regimes, more fi-
nance should go to the countries
with better management".

To summarize, as donors
struggle to make aid more effec-
tive, we are likely to see them
becoming more selective, more
knowledge-based and better co-
ordinated. We may also see
themn becoming more self-criti-
cal and continually asking
questions such as: why do we do

what we do? and what is the
impact?

The author is with the Pri-
vate Sector Development De-
partment of the World Bank.

The views expressed here are
his own.

European Union. Turkey has
had trade agreements with the
EU since the 1960s, and is the
only member state with a cus-

“toms union. But it was never re-

ally been seriously considered
for membership. The EU's deci-
sion to consider Cyprus as a
member beifore Turkey added
insult to injury. Muslim Turkey
was more convinced than ever
that the EU was a Christian
club.

Though few Europeans
would welcome a military gov-
ernment, fewer still could coun-
tenance a member of the EU
being run by Islamists, Turkey's
unstable political system, along
with its continuing skirmishes
with the Greeks. This only rein-
forces the European view that it
is a neighbour with an internal

ower structure quite different
rom those in Western Europe.

In bitter reaction to Italy's
attitude over Ocalan's extradi-
tion, Turkey has threatened its
trade boycott to Italy and it is
reported that Turkey will not
accept any tenders from Italy in
commercial inatters. At stake
are severadal billion dollar con-
tracts including $3.5 billion
lender for 145 attack heli-
coplers for which an Italian
company was a leading con-
tender. Meanwhile boycott of
Italian goods by Turkish retail-
ers was rapidly Bpreadm%

The extradition of Ocalan
has become a maxll%r political
headache for Italy. The incident
has highlighted the Turkish
problem and it could be used as
a catalyst for a major solution
between Turkey and Kurdish
guerillas of PKK, provided there
is good will among the parties
concerned.
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Letters for publication in' these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all ¢ommunica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address.

The magic word!

Sir, Nowadays, frequently-
interrupted telephone lines
have become the source of tribu-
lation and agitation in Dhaka
city. If your telephone goes out
of order for one day you are in

eat trouble for both getting
the telephone repaired on time
and in satisfying the telephone
operators.

Recently, as usual, our tele-
phone went dead and | rang
telephone complaint office to
inform of the hitch in the tele-
phone line. Guess what hap-
pened! To my astonishment, |
could not believe my ears, the
officer told me that "hawa
kharap” which means that
weather is not permitting, So, if
it rains you will have no com-
munication with the outside
world unless the rain stops. Af-
ter a few days, at last, the tele-
phone operators a;glpeared when
the rain stopped. However,
somehow they seemed not in-
terested at afl to redress the
telephone. At that moment,
mmethl::ﬁnbccanm clear to me. |
Tﬂllfd t t.heyl do not under-
stand everyday uage and
began to talk in ?I?&r amiliar

language i.e. the language of
money. | whispered in their
ears that | would "offer” which
was a magic word. When the op-
erators heard it, they became
dizzy with pleasure. It really
worked. Finally, they com-
pleted the task within a short
eriod with their cordial ef-
orts!

What | like to point out is
that my only qualm is for the
abuse of this particular service
sector by some shrewd officials,
As we are regular taxpayers, it
is our natural right to expect
proper service from the author-
ities, In this regard. I would like
to urge the T&T authorities to be
more concerned and sensitive.

Yusuf Ali Khan
Uttara, Dhaka

The country .
belongs to the
people

Sir, The PM has made an
'unconditional' call to stop har-
tal, saying that in future the AL
will never call on hartal when
they will be in the opposition.

But unlortunately, she has been
steadlastly defending her ac-
tions, (hartal, blockade etc) of
the past, saying that there was
an ‘issue’ at that time but there
is none at present. Well. | am
sorry to say that she is becom-
ing too naive not to understand
that her assertion correctly.
And this attitude of our PM has
made the whole statement of
her some sort of a political
stunt. Will she be bold eno to
say that hartal is harmful fer
the country — be it of the past,
present or future?

And for Begum Khaleda Zia,
I would like to say that she
should take the advantage of
this ‘offer’ giving up her usual
stance of uncompromising atti-
tude.

The country belongs to ev-
erybody.

K A Latif
Dhaka.

Tiring to cross

Sir, Recently, I've read in the
DS that "The government is go-
ing to build few bridges over the
busy EI‘DEEinFE tor the pedestri-
ans in the city.” May | request
the authority not to build the
overbridges any more for rea-
SOMNSs:

a) The bridges are too high to
climb the stairs bopth for the
young and old which Is very
tiresome.

b) It's better if the under-
ound passes are built like in
ulistan and Karwan Bazar.

c) If it's absolutely necessary

===

to build the overbridges, then
please do not build the stairs
too high — make the walk up
and walk down slopes like the
ones in BIRDEM building.

Mazhar Haq
Road# 28, House# 52
Gulshan, Dhaka.

New telephones:
unrealistic

development

Sir, The UNB report on BTTB
(DS Dec 7) makes dismal read-
ing — the non-transparent de-
velopment policy and complete
lack of urgency displayed in
meeting the projected demands
for new telephone connections
in Dhaka and other major
cities.

Now excuses are being sought
in delays in implementing the
existing projects. Since project
delays are not a new phe-
nomenon in Bangladesh, how
come the administration is
caught napping time and again?
There are not enough new tele-

hones in the pipelines
demand, visible and invisible,
500,000, rising exponentially);
and the work is going on too
slowly to assuage public impa-
tience as far as closing the huge
gap in the waiting list is con-
cerned. Then there is another
hurdle: extremely high instal-
lation charges: in fact, the
highest in the world? What
Bangladesh is trying to prove?
ere is beating aboult the
bush regarding core policy on
telephone development: the di-

vision of the job between the
Eublic and the private sectors (it

appened in India also). Vested
interests are suspected to be
working in not opening up this
high-demand business to the
private sector. What was offered
to the latter were small mini
and micro projects
(comparatively) in the fringe
areas, follo by a lot of drum-
beating, making mountains out
of mole hills.

It is not in public interest to
keep the public waiting, when
the financing and investment
offers are galore, but these are
ignored without acceptable ex-
planations (the same game is

being played in the gas sector).
Nowadays nepotism is very
transparent to the public!

There is a dog-in-the manger
policy whenever there is scope
for making money on the side
through shady deals (nothin
sensational in this statement).
The development of the tele-
coms industry is not a new sub-
ject for the LDCs. as there are
plenty of models available all
over the world. The marketin
issue is debatable, but the JS
has been made ineffective
(negative attitude at every
turn!),

There is no point in propos-
ing intervention by the prime
minister, as where there is no
will, no way can be found. How
about a second crash pro-
gramme? It will crash, for sure!

A Husnain
Dhaka,

Rickshaw dﬁve
at night

Sir, Are the authorities con-
cerned — DCC and DMP — aware
of the growing number of road
accidents, hitting and wounds
of the passengers due to reck-
less, rash and indiscreet rick-
shaw drive at night?

For a considerably long time
after sun-set when most of the
public roads and streets are
plunged into darkness due to
constant power failure and
loadshedding, thousands of
rickshaws ply the public thor-
m;%hfares without any light fit-
ted on their vehicles in gross
violation of traffic rules.

Very often while the pedes-
trians cross the road or the
rickshaws take a right or left
turn in the darkness the rick-
shaws collide, hurt and injure

pedestrians.

We wonder why thousands of
rickshaws are plying the roads
at night without any light fitted
on the rickshaws in gross viola-
tion of traffic rules and what
are the DCC and DMP doing.

Would DCC and DMP kindly
take appropriate action and en-
force compulsory use/fitting of
light on the rickshaws at night
for the safety and security ol the
travelling people?

0. H. Kabir
6, Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka-1203



