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Dhaka places its options for

Trans-Asian Railway

To integrate with the pro-
posed Trans-Asian Rallway,
Bangladesh has placed two op-
tions to ESCAP: Set up railway
link with Myanmar directly
through Cox's Bazar or via In-
dia's m state using the ex-
isting tracks in Sylhet, reports
UNB.

The proposed routes in the
Southern corridor of the Trans-
Asian Railway will be finalised
at a policy-level meeting in
Dhaka early next year.

This was stated by Dr Rah-
matullah, a director of UN Eco-
nomic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP), at a press briefing at

Hotel Sheraton yesterday
morning.
He. however, said a "Politi-

cal decision" is needed to choose
the routes and make the inter-
regional railway a reality.

The southern corridor will
link Thailand with

Turkey/Europe going throu
Myanmar, Bangladesh, India,
Pakistan and Iran, sald Rah-
matullah, the director of the
Bangkok-based Transport.
Communications, Tourism and
Infrastructure Development
Division of ESCAP.

He informed that Myanmar
has already started developing
railway tracks toward Tamu
bordering India to join the As-
sam railway line, which con-
nects Bangladesh Railway
through Kulaura in Sylhet re-
gion,

Both Bangladesh and
Myanmar will have to develuﬂ
railway tracks to establis
railway link through Cox's
Bazar, the ESCAP official
added.

"The Kulaura track is still

" partially operational and wa%-
0

ons move through this track
and from India,” Bangladesh
Railways Director eneral

.the Mongla port more

Atikul Husain Khan said.

He said adesh Ipru
for setting up railway link with
Myanmar through Gundum of
Cox's Bazar to facilitate the
Trans-Asian Railway.

In Bangladesh, new railway
track has to be set up and a
bridge over the Naf river con-
structed to make the proposal
effective, he added.

"We're also trying to revive
railway link with India
through Benapole border,”
Khan said, adding that it will,
however, not serve the Trans-
Asian Railway but help make
ective.

The commissioning of the
Bangabandhu Jamuna Bridge
has also opened the prospect of
regional railway link through
Darshana, he said.

Related story — Dhaka to al-
low use of rail tracks for inter-
national use — on Page 11.

Hartal: 175 injured

/rom Page 1

Sporadic clashes also took
lace at Mir Hazaribag .,
opibag. Mouchak, Sghahbah

crossing,Nayabazar, Mirpur
and Demra, police and wit-
nesses said.

Police said pickets hurled
eight to ten cocktails at a BDR
patrol jeep near the Brothers
Club at Motijheel at about 1 pm
. Though the cocktails didn’t hit
the jeep, but a BDR man was in-
jured in the blasts.Police
rushed to the spot, charged ba-
tons and nabbed five pickets. At
least 10 people were injured in
the clash. ;

Two policemen -- Suja Mia
and Jahangir- were injured in a
bomb explosion at Nawabpur at
about 9 in the morning. They
were admitted to Rajarbagh Po-
lice Hospital. |

Nazrul Islam, an employee
of Text Book Board, was injured
in the head when pickets threw
a hand .bomb on a minibus at
Shewrapara in Mirpur at about
9:30 am. The victim was admit-
ted to DMCH.

Two persons, Hannan (30)
and Kamrul (35) were injured at
Mirpur-1 when a cocktail was
hurled n_}lh a tu:m];u':::i in E&he
morning. They were admitted to
DMCH.—

One Rafiqul Islam (16) also
was injured when a hand bomb
exploded at Kazipara in Mirpur
at about 12: 30 am . He was
taken to the DMCH.

Activists of pro-BNP Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal and
Awami League-backed Chhatra
League exchanged gunshots and
exploded bombs at Shahbagh
crossing at about 1:30 pm as a
sequel to beating of three JCD
leaders at Madhu's canteen at
Dhaka University. The clashes
took place there when Chhatra
League activists were returning
in a procession from the
Bangabandhu Avenue, wit-
nesses said.

Campus sources said Chha-
tra Lague activists beat up act-
ing president of JCD Manjur-e-
Elahi and its leaders Mozharul
Islam Babu and Masum Billah
at Madhu's canteen at 9 am and
ousted them from DU campus.

In the city, some BRTC buses
and a few private minibuses
and tempos plied on some spe-
cific routes.
ping complexes and educa-
tional institutions remained
closed . Large number of rick-
shaws were seen on almost all
streets . Government offices
were open but attendance was
less than normal.

BNP, Jamaat, Jagpa, Jatiya
Party and Democratic ' League
activists brought out separate
processions and paraded the
city streets shouting anti-gov-
ernment slogans.

Awami League alse brought
out several processions and
chanted anti-hartal slogans.’
Two ministers -- Mofazzel Hos-
sain Chowdhu Maya and
Saber Hossain Chowdhury led
one of the procession.

Our Correspondent from
Satkhira adds: During hartal,
at least 26 persons were injured
in a clash between the activists

jured and Awami Leagu

arkets and shop- -

of Awami League and Jamaat at
Shyamnagar this morning.

Local offices of Jamaat,
Shibir, Islamic Library and a
club were ransacked.” Several
bombs were exploded and 40 bi-
cycles were burnt.

The hartal was observed at
Chittagong without any major
untoward incident.

Police said 12 pickets were
arrested from different parts of
the city as they aﬂﬁcdly hurled
bombs and damaged some vehi-
cles during the shut down.

At Feni, the hartal was
marked by gunfights between
pro and anti-hartal activists
that left 12 people injured.

Frequent bomb blasts
rocked many areas throughout
the day as the dawn-to-dusk
hartal paralysed life in the
town, witnesses said.

Major clashes took place in
the town's Rajbari gate,
Shahidullah Kaiser Road and
Islampur Road areas on Satur-
day night and during hartal
hours yestérday.

At least 18 people were in-
e and
BNP offices were ransacked
during a clash between the two
groups at Jamtoil Bazar in Ka-
markhondh thana of Sirajgani
according to UNB.

BNP workers ransacked
Awami League office while rul-
h}% party workers set afire BNP
oftice during the hartal clash.
Of the injured, six were admit-
ted to local health complex.

The clash erupted when
Awami League supporters pre-
vented BNP activists from forc-
ing people to shut down their
shops at the bazar at mid-day.

Police resorted to lathi
charge to control the situation.

In Khagrachhari, at least 13

eople were injured in a clash
Eetween the activists of opposi-
tion BNP and ruling y's stu-
dent front Chhatra League at
Panchhari.

The BNP supporters ran-
sacked the Panchhari than
Awami League office while the
Chhatra League activists dam-
aged a car of thana leader of
BNP during the hartal.

A report from Faridpur adds:
At least 15 people were injured
in a clash between pro anti-
hartal activists at Nagarkanda
thana.

Witnesses said the clash
took place between the rival
groups when their processions
confronted with each other.

Police fired five rounds of
tear gas shells to disperse the
rioting groups and arrested JCD
district joint-secretary Mah-
bubur Rahman as he was lead-
ing a picket in support of the
hartal.

Immunisation
Day today

The 5th National Immunisa-
tion day will be observed in the
country today, reports APB.

As part of the global effort to
make the world polio-free.
Bangladesh observes the Day
today in the first phase while
the second phase of the pro-
gramme is scheduled for Febru-
ary 2 in 1999.

BNP's march
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of Abu Hena, Bhuiyan said they
boycotted elections after by-
polls to two Khaleda-vacated
seats were rﬁged. His party con-
tested the Manikganj by-polls
following Hena's assurance to
take action in case of violation
of election code, he said, adding
they were again demanding the
CEC's d ture as he did not
take any action for this time for
violation of election code in the
Pabna by-polls.

. Accusing the ministers of
campaigning in the Pabna by-
election, the BNP leader said
they promised a lot of things to
the voters.

"Two of the ministers had
full-time presence in the con-
stituency to participate in the
campaign. One of the ministers
opened a post office and a tele-
phone Exﬂhﬂ.ﬂ%;: and promised
many other things including
construction of a bridge in the
area. These are clear violations
of election code.”

Bhuiyan termed the change
of returning officer of the by-
election as an eyewash. "Re-
placement of the DC by the
ADM was not an effective move.
ADM is very much under the DC
who remained in his position.
In fact, the need was to bring
changes in the police adminis-
tration that harassed the BNP
men," he maintained.

Reiterating the allegation of
massive rigging in the Pabna
by-polls, Mannan Bhuiyan
said, "The Pabna polls have
proved that no fair election is
possible under the Awami
League administration and
with Abu Hena as CEC. We de-
mand a mid-term election un-
der the caretaker government
and immediate resignation of
Hena who proved himself to be
a stooge of those in power."

The BNP secretary general
also repeated the party demand
for appointing a Supreme Court
judge as the CEC, in consulta-
tion with all political parties.

Mannan Bhuiyvan also
brought allegations of repres-
sion against the leaders, work-
ers and supporters of BNP b
the local administration an
the ruling party people.

He also narrated a number of
incidents centring the Pabna
by-polls in which the BNP men
including MPs came under
‘armed attacks and threats'.
Atmosphere for a free and fair
by-election was totally absent
on the election day. he said.
They lodged complaints of ir-
regularities in 23 centres with
the authorities in Pabna and in
Dhaka in the early hours of
polling, he mentioned.

"We would have boycotted
the by-polls at 2 pm (on the
polling day) but waited as the
CEC assured of looking into the
matter."

The BNP leader ridiculed the
AL claim that its victory in the
Pabna by-polls showed its pop-
ularity had gone up. "None in
the world will believe that peo-

" ple buying one kg of rice at Tk

20, will extend their support to
the AL a%ﬂvernment.

He also alleged post-by-polls
attacks on his partymen and
demanded release of those ar-
rested in this regard.
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DUTA polls

Names of Blue
Panel candidates

announced
By DU Correspondent

Pro-Awami League Blue
Panel has announced the
names of its candidates for elec-
tfion to the Dhaka Universit
Teachers' Association [DUTA),
scheduled to be held on Decem-
ber 30.

Prof Md Shahadat Ali of Bi-
nl{:%' Department and Prof A A
M Arefin Siddique of Mass
Communication and Journal-
ism Department will contest for
the post of president and gen-
eral secretary respectively from
the panel.

The other candidates of the

nel are: Vice president — Prof

esbah Uddin Ahmed of
Physics Department, Treasurer
— Dr Md Habibur Rahman of
Marketing, and Joint Secretary
— Dr Meezanur Rahman of
Marketing. The member candi-
dates are: Prof Mohammad
Moniruzzaman (Bangla), Prof
Iftekhar Gani Chowdhury (IBA),
Prof Abdul Mannan Eyhnwd-
hury (Management), Prof RI M
Aminur Rasheed (Physics). Prof
Sekander Hyat Khan (ISRT),
Prof Anwar Hossain [Bio-chem-
istry]. Prof Nilufar Nahar
(Chemistry)., Hasibur Rashid
(Management), Prof Hossain
Mansur (Geology] and Zinat
Huda (Sociology).

Khaleda
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yesterday. "Union parishad
elections as well as parliamen-
tary by-polls, held under this
government, were not free, fair
and neutral.”

The BNP chairperson said
the Pabna-2 incident was just
another addition to the AL's list
of elections rigged by it.

“This government will have
to be removed through a mass
movement for establishing

eople’s right to vote, rule of
aw and to advance the nation
towards development.”

"It (hartal) is the only alter-
native for people as the gov-
ernment has closed all other
democratic means of protest,”
she said, iustif}'lng hartals.

She alleged that police and
ruling party's "armed cadres”
attacked npﬂnsitiﬂn proces-
sions in Dhaka and elsewhere
in the country. An unspecified
number of activists were ar-

rested, she said. (

ago.

et

: As part of the five-day cultural programme
Jote at the Central Shaheed Minar, music grou

b

eing sponsored by the Sammilita Sangskritik
p Pancha Bhaskar appeared to sing the glory of the Victory 27 years
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Indonesia's army chief backs

raising of civilian militia

JAKARTA, Dec 13: Indone-
sia's armed forces chief today
defended a controversial plan
to establish a civilian militia,
saying it was needed to safe-

uard law and order while the

utheast Asian nation strug-
gles with political change, re-
ports AP.

Military commander Gen.
Wiranto said about 40.000

ung people would be recruited
Eﬂginning January. They would
receive three-month basic mili-
tary training and would be
equipped with sticks, riot
shields and handcufis.

Like police, they would have
the power of arrest, he said.

Hasina
From Page 1

we accepted the verdict of the
people in good grace.” she added.

he said that her party did
not bag a single seat in the last
parliament election from Mun-
shiganj. "But we did not stop de-
velopment activities in the
area." She said adding "l can as-
sure you that all development
activities in the district will
continue as usual whether you
vote for us or not.” She, how-
ever, said the people of Munshi-
fanj will chanFe their mind in
uture and will cast their votes
for AL.

She regretted the absence of
the local BNP lawmaker at the
function and said "Ask you par-
liament member what was the
benefit of calling a hartal on
the day of the opening of this

bridge.”
The Prime Minister said the
objective of Independent

Bangladesh is to attain eco-
nomic emancipation of the
people.

"Our government is working
towards achieving that goal,’
she said. She called upon all to
put in their best efforts to build
up an exploitation, hunger and
poverty-iree society.

The function was also ad-
dressed by Commerce and In-
dustries Minister Tofail Ahmed
and Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain.

Land routes

From Page 1

melamine products, garments,
leather goods, cosmetics and
some pharmaceutical products.

It exported to Bangladesh
several types of fruits including
orange and apple ., wood prod-
ucts and marble.

"We could also export boul-
ders as Bhutan has plenty of
those. There is enormous po-
tential of trade between Bhutan
and Bangladesh. We have sev-
eral exportable items of world
class including marble, wood,
wood pulp products, timber
products, ferro-silicon, lime-
stone and coal,” said the
Bhutanese ambassador .

Ctg BNP
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The rivalry in the party
started after Nasir was made
president of the committee, ac-
cording to 1::ca=u't[}:'l insiders.

Dostagir Chowdhury, who
joined BNP from Jatiya Party,
was made General Secretary of
the city committee, This also
annoyed the group which staged
demonstration in front of the
party office. They had even at-
tacked the residence of Nasir

and demanded cancellation of

the committee,

. Later, at the intervention of
the high command, the agita-
tion was stopped; but internal
trouble remained. The trouble
resurfaced two months ago over
possession of party's city office
at Nasimon Building here,

Other officials said as many
200,000 might eventually be re-
cruited for the grnuf: to be
known as "Rakyat Terlatih.,” or
“trained people.”

In recent weeks thousands of
students demanding greater
democracy have staged a series
ol anti-government protests in
the capital, Jakarta, and else-
where.

Most of the protests have
been peaceful, but several have
ended in violence and blood-
shed. Thousands of troops have
been deplo throughout the
capital and many roads have
been blocked by armoured vehi-
cles to stop street marches.

On Nov. 13 nine people were
killed when security personnel
opened fire on students who
ried to march on Parliament.

Last Thursday much of
Jakarta was paralyzed when an
estimated 10,000 protesters
choked its streets.

Student protests and riots
helped oust former authoritar-
ian President Suharto, 77, in
May.

His successor and former
]E:rntl:ge. President B J Habibie,

as proposed democratic re-
forms. However, students com-
plain his agenda for change is
too slow and too conservative.

Land dispute

From Page 1

overcome the minor problems
regarding the implementation
of the accord.

Mosharraf said he would
inform the Prime Minister of
the progress of his meeting with
Shantu Larma.

Replying to a question, the
State Minister said the Land
Commission would formally
start functioning after resolv-
ing the problem relating to the
representation to the Regional
Council and appointment of the
chiefs of the Mong Circle and
Bomang Circle.

In his reaction, Shantu

Larma said the Land Commis-"

sion would be effective after
proper functioning of the Re-
gional Council.

Larma. alleged that many
conditions of the peace accord
would have been implemented
by this time if the Prime Minis-
ter took the charge of the CHT
Affairs Ministry.

Meanwhile, Bangalee Kr-
ishak-Sramik _Kallayan
Parishad submitted a memo-
randum to the State Minister
hailing the initiatives of the

government to solve land dis-"

putes in the CHT. They de-
manded rehabilitation of the
Bangalees in the undisputed
land through Land Commis-
sion. :

Intellectuals

will place wreaths at the
memorial and offer for
eternal peace of the departed
souls. :
| In observance of the day, the
government, tical parties,
teachers, st ts and
sionals bodies and socio-cul-
tural organisations have
chalked ?l%t :I_I:lbu:g:tc pro-
grammes. This i hointi:ﬂ
of the National Flag at h
mast, hois of ck flag,
Iacilig of . wreath,
urankhwani, milad mahfil
and discussion meeting.

The ruling Awami League
has taken up programmes to
observe the day in a befitting
g;anl:ui:]r The AL will l}n;?t

ac at party central oi-
fice, B = dhu Bhaban and
y offices across the
at 5:30 am and the national
and party flag at half mast. -
Leaders and workers will place
greatm; the purtll;:::;dh of
a u at Banga u
Bi]";ﬁan at 6:40 am, then pro-
ceed to Mirpur to place wreath
at the memorial. They will
lace wreath at Rayerbazar
ground at 7:35 am.

Opposition BNP's pro-

amme will begin with the

uiutinﬂlgf National Flag and
garg at half mast and

lack flag in the morning at its
offices across the co :
: Leaders and workers of BNP
Y and its front organisations will
assemble in front of the p
central office at Nayapaltan in
the moming and then go to the
memorial to place wreath.

Jatiya Party, Workers Party.
JSD, BSD and Jagpa have also

taken up programmes to mark
the dgy.

One million tonnes
of foodgrains get
through Ctg Port

in three months

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Dec 12: About
one million tonnes of imported
foodgrains and other f items
were handled by the Chittagong
port in the past three months
thanks to a food-cell set up to
ensure quick discharge de-
livery, official sources said.

The food cell was formed
with deployment of army and
navy personnel at Chittagong
port on September 17 to play
supervisory role in the dis-
charge of foodgrains and other
essential items.

During the period, the food
cell handled 59 food grain car-
rying vessels, official sources
said.

Presently, nine foodgrain
carrying ships remained an-
chored at port jetties while five
others waiting at the outer an-

3 chorage, port sources said.
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