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tive committee following the
of its tenure.

A Tl-member convenin
committee has been forme
with Harunur Rashid Khan
Monno MP as convenor.

Advocate Abdul Matin
Biswas, Jamilur Rashid Khan
and Abdul Matin Chowdhury
have been made joint con-

VEnors.

BNP secretary eral Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan has given ap-
proval to the new committee.

Presidents and general sec-
retaries of all thana commit-
tees will be ex-officio member
of the committee.

The committee has been
asked to form a full-fledged
committee as per the constitu-

tion of the party within 90 days.

ment will issue 16 commemora-
tive stamps of Tk 2 denomina-
tion each on 16 m d intel-
lectuals today marking the
Shaheed Intellectuals' Day, an
official handout said last night,
reports BSS.

A first day cover of Tk 5 de-
nomination will be issued and a
special cancellor will also be
used in this connection. A sou-

16 martyred intellectuals will
also be published to mark the
occasion.

The first day cover and the
souvenir will be sold from four
GPOs and all general post of-
fices of the country from today.
Subsequently, the stamps will
be sold from all post offices of
the country.

Mohila Awami

venir with the life-sketches of

market to check an unwar-
ranted uﬁtrend in rice

this pea

vests, reports UNB.

cided, officials said.

to other parts of the country.

hury said the price situation
would become normal
with the distribution of food
?ﬂ‘lﬂﬂ students under the Food
or
swing start of Test Relief and
Food for Works programmes.

considering intervening in the

rices at
time of paddy har-

New lood channels are likely
to be opened soon to control the
price hike. However, the types
of channels are yet to be de-

First, the number of chan-

nels would be increased in the
city. Later, it would be extended

Meanwhile, talking to UNB

yesterday, Agriculture and Food
Minister Begum Matia Chowd-

5000

ucation (FFE]} and full-

though the production was low,
this year's post-flood crop
yields would be much more
than that was produced in 1988,
But, as the farmers have stock-
piled the post-flood crops, espe-
cially the coarse variety of rice,
the price of rice is not showing
down trend.

Regarding food stock, the
minister said enough food was
being imported by the govern-
ment as well as private sector.
"Everyday there are ships com-
ing into the country with food-
grains.”

At present, government food
stock is about 987,008 metric
tonnes of which rice is about
292,421 MT.

The minister said that the
agriculture loan disbursement
should be further accelerated to

help the farmers recoup the

and 19, reports UNB,

Sen is the second Bengali
who won the Nobe) Prize after
poet Rabindranath Tagore.

Prof Sen spent part of his
boyhood in Bangladesh and
studied in a school in old
Dhaka.

Economists and develop-
ment researchers have ar-
ranged a public lecture session
at National Museum audito-
rium on December 18 at 10 am.

Sen will speak on "Social
Choice."

Bangladesh Economic Asso-
ciation, Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies, Centre

for Policy Dialogue and
Grameen Bank wﬁl jointly

sponsor the function Friday.

Police arrest

One killed 1n
road accident

One person was killed in a
road mishap in the city's Kuril
Bishwa Road area during the
opposition-8ponsored dawn-to-
dusk hartal yesterday morning,
reports APB.

Police and hospital sources

one in Magura

MAGURA, Dec 13: Police ar-
rested a man after a gunfight
between a gang of dacoits at
Sreepur thana on Saturday
night, reports UNB.

The miscreants numbering
about 13 exchanged gunfire
with police at Beelnathur vil-
lage at about 9 am. They were

flood losses.

Wheat distribution under the
Food for Education scheme has
been suspended for last three to
four months following the
floods. However, government
order has been made in this re-
gard and food started moving to
the target group.

Construction work under the
Test Relief and Food for Works

L o l. . -'. Jale
Rty

ime Mlmer Sheikh

asina walks down the Dhaleswari-2 Bridge yesterday after
officially inaugurating the bridge. The 383-metre-long bridge on the Dhaka-Mawa-Khulna

League leaders
call on Hasina

The Prime Minister called
upon the members of Mohila
Awami League to inspire the
women especially those who are

"But, is it not a success that
the 'percentage culture’ in loan-
disbursement process has been
eliminated?" she asked, speak-
ing about kickbacks in loan }
sanction process.

A committee headed by
Thana Nirbahi Officer (TNO]) is
looking after the whole rehabil-

highway was build at a cost of Tk 33.16 crore. — PID photo

Computerised Wagon Control System

said the unidentified man, aged
about 35, was knocked down by
a speeding microbus at Kuril on
the Bishwa Road while he was
crossing the road at about 9:30
.am.

Local people took him to = League who called on her at her i -*::*g ol Mg
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tal where doctors declared him | g.ient and modern transport The government has already  Philippines, Vietnam, Indone- }'Esgi:'d.i}'hﬂt”mg' ¢
dead. - system to integrate it with the decided to allow certain railway sia, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, eikh Hasina referred to

Reception given to
A K Khondaker

PABNA. Dec 13: A K Khon-
daker, newly elected Awami
League MP from the Pabna-2
constituency, was accorded a
reception here today, reports
AFPB.

A number of rallies were or-

anised on the occasion at
E[akian. Manikhat, Bonkola,

to be fully operational by March

Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain Manju has em-

regional and international
traffic network, reports UNB.
"Nowadays, transport in-
frastructure of a country is not
built or developed for national
consideration alone,” he said,
inaugurating a regional semi-
nar on "Railway Wagon Infor-
mation and Control System”
(RAILWICS) in the city yester-
day.
y’l‘he three-day seminar has
been organised jointly by UN-
"ESCAP, UNCTAD and Siemens

transport planning as "globali-
sation of trade is leading to

routes for international use, he
said, adding that the decision in
this respect has already been
communicated to ESCAP, the
regional UN agency for coordi-
nating the Trans-Asian Rail-
way corridors.

Manju said: "Because of re-
source constraint, government
could not provide investment
support needed for rationalisa-
tion, modernisation and ex-
pansion of the railway system.”

It is also becoming increas-

transport infrastructure devel-
opment.

Nepal and Bangladesh are at-
tending the seminar.

The objective of the seminar
is to share with other regional
railways the Bangladesh's expe-
rience of partial implementa-
tion of the RAILWICS Project, a
computerised system of track-
ing and monitoring the move-
ment of wagons, containers and

CHE%'

CAP Director Dr Rahmat-
ullah said the RAILWICS Pro-
ject will benefit Bangladesh

lhrinf, in rural areas, to avail
the facilities extended by her
overnment to become self-re-
jant in society, reports BSS.
The Prime Minister was

s?eakjn to the central leaders
of Bangladesh Mohila Awami

the various development activ-
ities of the ﬁnvemment. partic-
ularly for the uplift of women
and sakd all those activities
were aimed at ensuring the
genuine rights of women in so-
ciety. She said efforts are on to
establish the rights of women at
the grassroot level and pointed
out that fourteen thousand
women have been directly
elected in the last union council
elections.

She urged the leaders to mo-

Nazirganj, Hatkhola. Masum- | e o ny 2 Hotel Sheraton ingly difficult for the govern- Railways in carrying "not only | fivate the women to take small

dia and Badherhat in Sujana Under {he German-funded mgnﬂ to provide uper%atiunal s natlonad traffic, but also in | credit facilities extended by the

gar thana. Tk 5.24 crore RAILWICS Pro- subsidy, he added. carrying the potential sub-re- government to enable them to
Addressing the rallies, A K | ject, Bangladesh Railway has The Communications Min- gional and regional traffic | create self-employment oppor-

Khandaker said that he would | Tecently implemented a Com- ister. however, commended the  when the Trans-Asian Railway, | tunity.

work i;r::Ir tal'ie dﬁ;relu :éle?l'tx of the | puterised Wagon Control Sys- Bangladesh Railway's success of which Bangladesh is a part, She advised the women

area. He also e peo-

ple for electing him as their

representative in the Parlia-
ment.

Giasuddin’s death
anniversary today

The 27th death anniversary
of Shaheed Prof Giasuddin
Ahmed will be observed today,
- says a press release.

A professor of the History
Department of Dhaka Uni-
versity, Giasuddin was picked
up by Al Badrs, local
collaborators of the Pakistani
occupation forces, and,6 was
brutally killed along with other
intellectuals.

A milad mahfil will be held
today after Asr prayers at the
residence of gajeda Banu,
youngest sister of
Giasuddin.

Death anniversary
of Dr Mofiz today

Today is the 27th death
anniversary of, Saheed Dr
Mofizuddin Khan, says a press
release.

Dr Khan was killed along
“_with his son and brother-in-

law in an air attack by the
. Pakistani army on his resi-
dence at 106 New Elephant

Road.

A renowned physician of
Gafargaon thana under My-
Mens district, Dr Khan had
remarkable’ contributions to
medical science.

In observance of his death
anniversary, a milad mabhfil
will be held at his residence
after Asr rayers today.
Relatives and admirers have
been requested to attend the
milad

Death Anniversary

By Staff Correspondent
The 27th death anniversary
of martyred intellectual Dr

late

tem (CWCS] which will be fully
operational by March next
year.

The Communications Min-
ister sought financial and tech-
nical support from develop-
ment partners and interna-
tional agencies for modernisa-
tion and expansion of the
country's railway system keep-
ing the regional and global
context in view.

He said integration with re-
gional and international
transport network is vital for

in balancing its budget through
reorganisation and reforms
and by rationalising the man-
power.

He hoped that the newly-in-
troduced computerised system
for wagon and cargo tracking
would improve the Railway's
management efficiency and
customer services.

Terming Railway as an en-
ergy efficient and environment
friendly mode of transport, he
said railways all over the world
are pgetting due priority in

becomes fully operational.”

He said the project can be ex-
panded to track movement of
containers between Bangladesh
and its immediate neighbours.

Chaired by Roads and Rail-
way Division Secretary Syed
Rezaul Hayat, the inaugural
session was also addressed by
Railway director general Atikul
Husain Khan, UNCTAD repre-
sentative Coll Hunter, Olaf
Poelderi of Siemens: UIC direc-
tor Sharma, and consular head
at Gernan Embassy Krususpe.
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With Victory Day just aroun

d the corner, a vendor selling flags makes the most of the

empty roads during the hartal hours yesterday.

—Star photo

‘Hartal hurts computer show organisers

Computer and information
technology personnel were

highly shocked as the ongoing
international computer show

urged all political ]:)artits to be
careful so that politics doesn't
affect the country's economy,
specially when the nation has a

thronged the show on Sunday
although it was closed due to
hartal. "People are coming (to
the fair) not only from the capi-

ﬂ

lawyers in the party to help the
distressed women by giving
them counselling.

The Prime Minister urged
the Mohila Awami League
members to help the govern-
ment in the further expansion
of the on-going programmes on
immunisation, eradication of
illiteracy and checking malnu-
trition.

She described the winning of
the Pabna by-election by the
Awami League as people's con-
fidence on the activities of the
present government.

Environment and Forest
Minister Begum Sajeda Chowd-
hury, Agriculture Minister Mo-
tia Chowdhury, 5State Minister
for Mass and Primary Educa-
tion Zinatunnesa Talukdar,
Advocate Shahara Khatun,
president of Mohila Awami
League Ivy Rahman and Whip
Proif Khaleda Khanam, MP,
Dhaka City Mohila Awami
League president Nasibunnesa
and female ward commission-

on the occasion.

10 houses gutted
in Chittagong

CHITTAGONG; Dec 13: At
least ten dwelling houses and
two small factories were com-
pletely thtcd in a fire at Imam-

anj. adjacent to the east gate of
hittagong College last night,
reports BSS.

According to the fire service
sources, the fire originated
from an electric heater at a
house and soon engulfed the ad-
jacent areas.

One building construction
net manufacturing unit was
also gutted in the blaze that
lasted about two hours from 2
am.

Six fire fighting units were
engaged to bring the blaze under
control, the sources said. How-
ever, there was no report of any
casualty.

Serajul Haq Khan will be ob- | was not exempted from the bright prospect in the computer  tal, but also from far-flung dis- - -
served today. BNP-sponsored hartal protest- r. tricts like Patuakhali, Dina- JS b(}dy dlSCUSSﬁS
Prof Khan was abducted by a i}:;i the alleged rigging in "A strong will from all the  jpur and Sylhet." . : .
Brnu of collaborators from na-2 g%tlecﬂnn yesterday, political parties is a must for He said Bangladesh has a dlgglng Of nvers
haka University residential | reports UNB. development of the country,” he  bright prospect in software de-
area on the eve of the country's “We tried our best to keep the  said. "l think none would im- velopment and information The parliamentary standing
independence and killed at | country's t computer fair  pose strike on the fair had he or  technology sectors. “None | committee on Water Resources

Mirpur Badhyabhumi
A milad mahfil will be held
today at the deceased's family

residence at 934 /C, Khilgaon,
Taltola.

exempted from the hartal. We
il Bapres.” nais Afiabad s

ppen,” sai Is-
lam, president of Bangladesh
Computer Samity (BCS), the or-

she witnessed the enthusiasm
of the new generation who could
be a good human resource for
computer.”

In this regard, Aftabul Islam

should act in a way that would
hamper the prospects.” Jewel
said, adding everyone should be
more calculative before an-
nouncing any political pro-

Ministry at a meeting yesterday
discussed re-excavation of
rivers and canals in the con-
stituencies of the committee
members, réports APB.

It also reviewed the pro

ers were, among others, present

rogrammes would

new crops was over.

go off in
ull-swing after the harvest of

itation process, including the
farm loan disbursement at
thana level,

reportedly trying to commit a
robbery in the area.

Police chased them and ar-
rested Nazrul Islam, 28.

F

Trade organisations and shops in Motijheel area remained closed during the hartal hours.
Even the hawkers on the sidewalks stayed away from their stalls.

— Star photo
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Awami League leaders brought out an anti-hartal procession in the city yesterday, This
picture was taken from the city’'s Purana Paltan area,

— Star photo

. ganiser of the show. mentioned that Bangladeshi gramme. ol RN
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Bangladesh Betar, Chittagong

gum Khaleda Zia and BNP sec-

retary general Abdul Mannan

ternational computer competi-
tion held from USA through

in five categories: Hardware,

software, Internet, printing and

ter Resources Minister Abdur
Razzak, Anwarul [slam, Kazi

Transmission Centre, died on | Bhuiyan to make the request Internet. There were partici- training. Seminars and discus- | Sekander Ali, M A Bari and Dr ~ v
Eaturdag at Bangalore in India, | for exemption from hartal for pants from 34 countries. sions a%g also being held where | Habibur Rahman attended the
reports v the fair of the prospective com- The convenor of the show, ung people acquire computer | meeting at the Jatiya Sangsad

He had been sufi from puter sector, Ahmed Hasan Jewel, told UNB ﬁlﬂ edge from resource per- Bhaban. Chairman of the
kidney ailments, an offici "Some leaders of the BNP lis- that several hundred people ; committee Abdul Momin
handout said last rl.igllt. ] tened to us, assured that ﬂ'lf}r : : prﬂﬂidﬂd-

He was a veteran freedom would c the message to - g Water Resources Secretary

ter and played and active | party chairperson, and said 'P 1 t BNPE‘ hal.tal' Dr AT M Shamsul Huda was

€ in 'S B Betar would communicate to us eop e reJeC S present, a JS press release said.
\I:Fta!;dnl;al 99” the Liberation | their response about our re-
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CHITTAGONG, Dec 13;
Mozaffar Ahmed, father of Ka-
maluddin Mé:il:ed b]::tﬂ_dmt of
Cw‘g am Com-
merce -ﬁg Industry, died of old

ications at a city
w“l’- He was 82, reports

' ters a
host relatives and admirers

quest,” the BCS president said.

“Unfortunately, none contacted

us and finally we were forced to

dkeep the show closed on Sun-
ay."

As the computer fair and the
buses to and from the fair venue
at Agargaon were not exempted
from yesterday's hartal, the or-
ganisers have decided to extend
the fair by another two days on
December 15 and 16 amidst
growing interest of visitors

KISHOREGANJ, Dec 13:
LGRD and Cooperatives Minis-
tt;r gﬂlur Rnh:}:an today said

e democracy-loving people of
Bangladesh have unitedly re-
jected the Lgrcg)lannbd hartal
called by the adesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP), reports
BSS. ;

“The BNP has called hartal
after their failure to rig in
Pabna-2 by-election at the di-
rection of m Khaleda Zia,"

politics of the Opposition BNP
and its allies," he said.

Zillur, also the general sec-
ret of Awami League, said
the BNP has to apologise to the
people for its destructive poli-
tics and disrupting the govern-
ment's post-flood rehabilita-
tion programmes. :

Referring to the Pabna by-
election, he said the BNP and its
allies, despite a congenial at-
mosphere, wanted to create an

long workshop :
the election law’ jointly organ-
ised by Fair Election
i Alﬁa

Workshop on
'election law
reforms' held

RANGAMATI, Dec 13: A day-
on 'Reform of

onitor-
nce (FEMA) and Stud

and Research Group of Manab

mourn death since the show was inaugurated  he said while inaugura agas issue against the government by | Sahajya Sangstha was held yes-
" The nﬂ",'ua,-,: janaza of | ©on December 10. transmission and distribution unleashing terrorism. terday at the conference room
Ahmed was held at O R Nizam On first three days, more “But the people of Pabna | of Rangamati Hill District Lo-

than 80,000 people, mainly the

as the chief guest at
E}Fm field here.

idence was have foiled the evil design of the | cal Government Council here,
mr: his ﬂn:'::! hi:,t in | Young and children, visited the e said the victory of the BNP by helping the authorities | reports BSS.
Durgapur. show on 100,000 square feet of Awami League candidate in the to hold the election in a free and The workshop was inaugu-
the IDB building. e in the Pabna by-polls has reflected the fair manner.” he said. rated by the chairman of the
Errata fair was also satisfactory with increasing popularity of the "It has once again been | Task Force on Repatriated
three days total well over Tk 1.5 present democratic govern- roved that free and fair elec- | Tribals and Internal Refugees’
In our s on compuler | crore with daily gross of more ment. ion is possible under the | Rehabilitation Affairs, Di-
mlj’“ Sunday on the | than Tk 50 lakh. "The result of the polls has Awami League administration,” | pankar Talukdar, MP, as chief
Back Page. the price of a colour In the wake of disruption in showed that the voters have ac- he said adding the Awami . o |
HMISNDE We ""“ﬂf"l q“"l I“’d 2% | the show. participated by 44 cepted the pro-people politics of =~ League has established the vot- Local political leaders, | Members of the Jatiya Party brought out a procession in front of the National Press Club
?mﬂgm It be Tk foreign firms, including four the Awami League and rejected ing rights of the people in the | lawyers and elite attended the | in support of the dawn-to-dusk hartal yesterday. — Star photo

directly, the BCS president

the anti-people and destructive

country.

workshop.



